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The historical background of US-Israel
relations is rooted in a complex interplay
of political, social, and economic factors
that have evolved over several decades.
The foundation for this relationship can
be traced back to the late 19th and early
20th centuries, when the Zionist movement
began to gain traction, advocating for the
establishment of a Jewish homeland in
Palestine. During this period, American
Protestant groups expressed support for
Jewish aspirations, influenced by both
religious beliefs and political ideals. The
aftermath of World War Il, particularly the
Holocaust, further intensified American
sympathy towards the Jewish plight,
culminating in the United Nations' 1947
resolution to partition Palestine, which led

to the establishment of Israel in 1948,
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In the immediate years following Israel's
declaration of independence, the United
States adopted a cautious approach
towards the new state. However, the
geopolitical landscape shifted dramatically
after the 1967 Six-Day War, which
solidified Israel's position as a key ally in
the Middle East. The war not only altered
the territorial dynamics of the region but
also underscored Israel's military
capabilities. The U.S. began to perceive
Israel as a vital partner in containing
Soviet influence in the Middle East, which
laid the groundwork for increased military
aid and defense cooperation. This
strategic partnership was further
solidified by the shared democratic values
and cultural ties that characterized the

two nations.
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The 1970s marked a significant turning
point in US-Israel relations, particularly
with the signing of the Camp David
Accords in 1978, which facilitated a peace
treaty between Israel and Egypt. This
diplomatic milestone demonstrated the
United States' commitment to fostering
peace in the region while simultaneously
reinforcing its alliance with Israel. The
subsequent military assistance and
economic support provided by the U.S. to
Israel laid the foundation for a robust
bilateral relationship. This period also saw
the emergence of influential lobbying
groups, such as the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee (AIPAC), which played a
crucial role in shaping U.S. foreign policy
towards Israel by advocating for military

aid and support for various initiatives.
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As the geopolitical landscape in the Middle East
continued to evolve, the U.S. found itself
involved in multiple conflicts that further
highlighted the importance of its relationship
with Israel. The Gulf War in the early 1990s and
the subsequent Oslo Accords in 1993 marked a
new era of diplomatic engagement, where the
U.S. actively facilitated negotiations between
Israel and the Palestinian leadership. These
efforts showcased a dual approach of
supporting Israel's security while promoting a
framework for peace that addressed Palestinian
aspirations. However, the complexities of
domestic politics in the U.S.also began to
influence foreign policy decisions, as public
opinion and the media's portrayal of the
conflict played increasingly significant roles in
shaping the narrative surrounding US-Israel

relations.
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In the 21st century, the relationship has
continued to evolve against the backdrop
of regional security concerns and shifting
alliances. The threat posed by Iran, the
rise of extremist groups, and the ongoing
Israeli-Palestinian conflict have
necessitated a reevaluation of strategies
and partnerships within the Middle East.
Additionally, economic ties and trade
agreements have further solidified the
relationship, with Israel becoming a key
player in technology and defense
industries. As the U.S. grapples with its
foreign policy objectives, the influence of
lobbying groups, public opinion, and
historical legacies will continue to shape
the trajectory of US-Israel relations in the

years to come.
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Key Events Leading to Formal
Recognition
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The formal recognition of Israel by the United
States marked a pivotal moment in the history
of US-Israel relations, which had been shaped
by a series of key events leading up to this
significant acknowledgment. The end of World
War Il and the Holocaust underscored the
urgency of establishing a Jewish homeland,
culminating in the United Nations' 1947
partition plan for Palestine. This plan proposed
the creation of Jewish and Arab states, which
fostered a deep sense of urgency among Jewish
leaders in the United States and around the
world. Advocacy for the recognition of Israel
gained momentum as American Jewish
organizations mobilized resources and public
opinion in favor of the Jewish cause, reflecting
a growing awareness of the need for a secure

haven for Jews.
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As tensions escalated in the region, the
1948 Arab-Israeli War became a defining
moment in the relationship between the
United States and the newly declared State
of Israel. The US administration, led by
President Harry S. Truman, faced intense
pressure from various factions, including
influential Jewish leaders and activists.
Despite initial hesitations, Truman
recognized the importance of Israel as a
strategic ally in the Middle East. The war's
outcome, which established Israel's
independence, further solidified American
support for the nascent state, illustrating
how military conflicts often influence

foreign policy decisions.
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U.S. President Harry S. Truman with map of the State of Israel.
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In the years following Israel's
establishment, a series of diplomatic
initiatives highlighted the evolving nature
of US-Israel relations. The Eisenhower
administration's approach to the Suez
Crisis in 1956 demonstrated a balancing
act between supporting Israel and
maintaining stability in the Arab world.
The US sought to position itself as a
mediator in the region, which was
essential for its broader geopolitical
interests during the Cold War. This
complex dynamic paved the way for deeper
military cooperation and economic ties,
laying the groundwork for future aid
packages and strategic partnerships that

would define the relationship.
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The 1967 Six-Day War further transformed
US-Israel relations, as Israel's decisive
victory against its neighbors shifted the
balance of power in the region. The United
States emerged as a key ally, providing
military aid and support that reinforced
Israel's position. The war not only
solidified America's commitment to Israel's
security but also underscored regional
security concerns that prompted the US to
view Israel as a critical partner in
countering Soviet influence in the Middle
East. This period marked a significant
escalation in military aid, illustrating how
conflicts can catalyze formal recognition

and support.
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Domestic politics played an increasingly
crucial role in shaping US foreign policy
towards Israel. The rise of lobbying
groups and the influence of public opinion
became evident as pro-lsrael sentiment
grew within American society. Political
leaders recognized the electoral
significance of Jewish voters and
evangelical Christian support for Israel,
leading to policies that favored strong US-
Israel ties. The interplay between domestic
considerations and international relations
ultimately culminated in a robust
partnership that would endure, with formal
recognition serving as a cornerstone of

this evolving relationship.

The Impact of World War Il and
the Holocaust
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The impact of World War Il and the
Holocaust significantly shaped the
geopolitical landscape of the post-war era,
particularly influencing U.S. foreign policy
towards Israel. The horrors of the
Holocaust, where six million Jews
perished, galvanized global opinion and
created a moral imperative for the
establishment of a Jewish state. As
survivors emerged from the devastation of
Europe, the urgency to provide a safe
haven for Jewish people became
increasingly apparent. This humanitarian
crisis prompted the United States to
reconsider its stance on Jewish
immigration and support for a homeland in
Palestine, laying the groundwork for
future diplomatic engagements and policy

decisions.
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The establishment of Israel in 1948 was a
direct consequence of this newfound
urgency. The U.S. recognized Israel shortly
after its declaration of independence,
marking a significant shift in American
foreign policy. This recognition was not
merely a political maneuver but also a
reflection of deeper humanitarian concerns
stemming from the consequences of World
War II. The U.S. sought to align itself with
the emerging state, recognizing its
potential as a democratic ally in a volatile
region. This alignment was further
solidified through military and economic
aid, as the U.S. aimed to support Israel’s
development and security in the context of

ongoing regional conflicts.
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In the years following the war, the U.S.
began to view Israel as a strategic partner
in the Middle East. The geopolitical
dynamics of the Cold War further
influenced this relationship, as both the
U.S. and the Soviet Union sought to
expand their spheres of influence. Israel's
democratic government, coupled with its
strategic location, made it an attractive
ally in countering Soviet expansionism.
The U.S. provided not only military
assistance but also economic support,
which helped Israel build its infrastructure
and economy, facilitating its integration
into the Western bloc during the Cold War

era.
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Domestic politics in the U.S. also played a
crucial role in shaping the relationship
between the two nations. The post-war
narrative surrounding the Holocaust
instilled a sense of responsibility among
American policymakers and citizens alike.
Advocacy groups, many of which emerged
in response to the atrocities of World War
I, became increasingly influential in
promoting pro-Israel sentiments. This
grassroots support, coupled with lobbying
efforts, helped create a political
environment conducive to strong U.S.-
Israel relations. As public opinion shifted
in favor of supporting Israel, policymakers
found it increasingly politically
advantageous to align their policies with

these sentiments.
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The legacy of World War Il and the
Holocaust continues to resonate in
contemporary U.S.-Israel relations. The
historical context of these events has
informed ongoing debates about military
aid, defense cooperation, and diplomatic
efforts in the region. As the U.S.
navigates complex geopolitical landscapes,
the moral imperatives rooted in the
aftermath of the Holocaust remain a

driving force in foreign policy decisions.

Going deeper: Research Links and Suggested reading

https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/library/online-

collections/recognition-of-state-of-israel
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Early Military
Aid Initiatives
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Early Military Aid Initiatives
in the context of US-Israel
relations laid the
groundwork for a unique
partnership that would
evolve over decades. The
origins of military assistance
can be traced back to the
immediate post-World War I
period when the United
States began to reassess its
role in the Middle East. As
Israel declared
independence in 1948, the
nascent state faced
existential threats from

neighboring Arab nations.



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

The US, initially reluctant to provide direct military support,
began to recognize the strategic importance of Israel as a
democratic ally in a volatile region. This recognition was rooted
in a broader Cold War strategy aimed at containing Soviet
influence, which was perceived to be expanding in the Middle

East through support for Arab states.

In the early 1950s, the United States initiated a series of
military aid programs aimed at bolstering Israel's defense
capabilities. These initiatives were modest in scale, focusing
primarily on the provision of surplus military equipment and
limited financial assistance. The first significant military aid
package came after the 1956 Suez Crisis, when the US sought
to reassert its influence following British and French
intervention. The Eisenhower administration leveraged military
aid as a tool to stabilize Israel while simultaneously promoting
peace in the region. This marked a pivotal shift in US policy, as
military assistance became intertwined with diplomatic efforts
aimed at fostering negotiations between Israel and its Arab

neighbors.
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As the 1960s progressed, the US-Israel
military relationship deepened
significantly, particularly in the wake of
the Six-Day War in 1967. Israel's rapid
military success against its adversaries
highlighted its strategic value to the
United States. In response, the Johnson
administration initiated a more robust
military aid program that included
advanced weaponry and intelligence
sharing. This period also saw the
establishment of military cooperation
agreements that enabled joint training
exercises and logistical support. The US
began to view Israel not only as a partner
in the fight against communism but also
as a stabilizing force in a region marked

by conflict and instability.
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The 1970s witnessed a further expansion
of military aid as Israel faced new
challenges, notably during the Yom Kippur
War in 1973. The US response to the
conflict solidified its commitment to
Israel's security. The Nixon and Ford
administrations undertook unprecedented
measures to replenish Israeli military
supplies and provide financial aid. This
era also saw the introduction of the
"Memorandum of Understanding”
framework, which established long-term
commitments for military assistance. The
strategic partnership began to evolve into
a more formalized arrangement,
characterized by significant annual
financial support that laid the foundation
for Israel’s military superiority in the

region.
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By the late 1970s and into the 1980s,
military aid initiatives became a
cornerstone of US foreign policy towards
Israel, reflecting both the geopolitical
realities of the Middle East and domestic
political dynamics within the United
States. Lobbying groups and advocacy
organizations played increasingly
influential roles in shaping public opinion
and promoting military assistance as a
means of ensuring Israel’s security. These
early military aid initiatives not only
strengthened the US-Israel alliance but
also established a precedent for future
cooperation in areas such as defense
technology and intelligence sharing, which
continue to be pivotal in the context of
contemporary security challenges in the

region.
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The 1973 Yom Kippur War and
Its Aftermath

The 1973 Yom Kippur War, also known as the October War,
marked a significant turning point in the Middle East and had
profound implications for US-Israel relations. Initiated by a
coalition of Arab states led by Egypt and Syria on the Jewish
holy day of Yom Kippur, the conflict aimed to reclaim territories
lost to Israel during the 1967 Six-Day War. The surprise attack
caught Israel off guard, leading to intense fighting that lasted
for nearly three weeks. The United States, under President
Richard Nixon and Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, played a
crucial role during the war, providing military aid and logistical
support to Israel, which ultimately influenced the outcome of

the conflict.

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel
28



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel
29



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

The aftermath of the war reshaped not
only the geopolitical landscape of the
Middle East but also the dynamics of US
foreign policy towards Israel. Following
the initial military setbacks, Israel
managed to turn the tide and secure a
military advantage, but the conflict
highlighted vulnerabilities in its security
and raised questions about its territorial
ambitions. The war prompted a
reevaluation of US strategy in the region,
as the Nixon administration recognized the
need to engage in diplomatic efforts to
stabilize the situation and prevent future
conflicts. This led to a series of
negotiations, culminating in the Camp
David Accords of 1978, which established
a framework for peace between Israel and
Egypt, fundamentally altering the regional

balance of power.
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US military aid to Israel significantly
expanded in the wake of the Yom Kippur
War, as the United States sought to
bolster its ally against potential future
threats. This military assistance became a
cornerstone of US-Israel relations,
reflecting a commitment to Israel's
security that would endure for decades.
The war also influenced domestic politics
in the United States, as public opinion
regarding Israel began to shift. The
American Jewish community and pro-Israel
lobbying groups, such as AIPAC, gained
increased influence in shaping US policy,
advocating for robust military support and
emphasizing the strategic importance of
Israel as a democratic ally in a volatile

region.
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Economically, the Yom Kippur War
catalyzed closer ties between the US and
Israel, as the latter emerged as a key
partner in defense technology and military
innovation. The aftermath of the conflict
saw the establishment of various trade
agreements and economic partnerships
that would enhance Israel's industrial
capabilities and integrate its economy
more closely with that of the United
States. These economic ties were not
merely transactional, they were also
rooted in shared values and strategic
interests, as both nations recognized the
importance of cooperation in addressing
regional security concerns and countering

Soviet influence during the Cold War.
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The Yom Kippur War and its aftermath set
the stage for a complex interplay of
diplomacy, military cooperation, and
economic collaboration between the US
and Israel. The events of 1973
underscored the significance of regional
security and the need for sustained US
engagement in Middle Eastern affairs. As
the US sought to navigate the broader
implications of the war, the evolving
relationship with Israel became a defining
aspect of its foreign policy. The conflict
and its consequences continue to resonate
in contemporary discussions about US-
Israel relations, influencing debates on
military aid, trade, and the peace process,
as well as shaping public perception and

media representation in both countries.
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Modern Defense Collaboration
and Technological Exchange

Modern defense collaboration between the
United States and Israel has evolved into a
multifaceted partnership, underpinned by
mutual strategic interests and technological
advancements. This collaboration is not only
rooted in historical ties but also influenced by
contemporary security threats that both
nations face. The post-9/11 security
environment has intensified the need for
cooperative defense initiatives, leading to
enhanced military aid, joint exercises, and
shared intelligence. The U.S. has recognized
Israel as a critical ally in the Middle East,
particularly given its geographical location and
military capabilities, which serve as a
counterbalance to potential adversaries in the

region.

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel
34



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

Technological exchange has become a
cornerstone of the U.S.-Israel defense
relationship. Both nations benefit
significantly from collaboration in fields

such as cybersecurity, unmanned aerial

systems, and missile defense technologies.

The Iron Dome, a highly effective missile
defense system developed by Israel with
U.S. funding and technological support,
exemplifies this synergy. The success of
such systems has not only bolstered
Israel's defense capabilities but has also
provided the U.S. with valuable insights

and advancements that can be applied to

its own military operations and strategies.
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The defense collaboration extends beyond
technology; it is also reflected in various
economic ties and trade agreements. The
U.S. provides Israel with substantial
military aid, which has facilitated the
procurement of advanced weaponry and
defense systems. In return, Israel
contributes to the U.S. defense industry
through joint ventures and research
projects, enhancing both economies. This
economic interdependence is further
solidified by agreements that promote
innovation and technology transfer,
allowing both nations to stay at the

forefront of military advancements.
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Domestic politics play a crucial role in
shaping the defense collaboration between
the U.S. and Israel. Political support for
military aid and defense cooperation often
hinges on lobbying efforts from pro-Israel
organizations, which advocate for a robust
partnership based on shared democratic
values and strategic interests.
Congressional support for Israel's security
needs often reflects a broader consensus
among American lawmakers, influenced by
the strong public opinion favoring Israel
as a reliable ally in a volatile region. This
political landscape ensures that defense
collaboration remains a priority in U.S.

foreign policy.
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As regional security concerns evolve, the U.S.-
Israel defense partnership is likely to adapt to
emerging threats and challenges.

The rise of non-state actors, cyber warfare, and
shifting geopolitical dynamics necessitate
continuous dialogue and collaboration. Both
nations are increasingly aware that their
security is intertwined, prompting ongoing
efforts to strengthen military alliances and
response strategies.

This evolving partnership not only enhances the
security of both countries but also aims to
contribute to stahility in the broader Middle
East, showcasing the importance of defense
collaboration and technological exchange in

contemporary international relations.
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The Evolution
of Economic
Relations

The evolution of economic
relations between the United
States and Israel has been a
critical component of their
bilateral ties, shaping both
nations' policies and strategic

objectives.
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Initially, in the years following
Israel's establishment in 1948,
economic relations were limited
and heavily influenced by the
broader context of U.S. foreign
policy in the Middle East.

The U.S. aimed to support a
democratic ally in a region
characterized by instability,
leading to the provision of limited
economic aid primarily focused on
humanitarian needs and
infrastructure development.

This period laid the groundwork for
future economic cooperation but
was largely overshadowed by
military and political

considerations.
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As the geopolitical landscape transformed,
particularly after the 1967 Six-Day War,
the economic relationship began to deepen
significantly. The United States recognized
Israel's strategic importance, not only as
a democratic ally but also as a bulwark
against Soviet influence in the region.
Consequently, the U.S. increased its
economic assistance, which included
grants and loans that facilitated Israel's
economic growth and military capabilities.
This shift marked a turning point, as
economic relations became intertwined
with military aid, reflecting a broader
strategic alliance that would characterize

U.S.-Israel relations in the years to follow.
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The 1980s and 1990s witnessed a further
evolution of economic ties, particularly
through the enactment of trade
agreements that fostered bilateral trade
and investment. The 1985 Free Trade
Agreement was a landmark development,
making Israel the first country with which
the U.S. established such an accord. This
agreement not only facilitated the flow of
goods between the two nations but also
symbolized the growing interdependence of
their economies. The U.S. sought to
bolster Israel's economy as a means of
ensuring regional stability, while Israel
benefited from access to the vast
American market and advanced

technologies.
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In recent years, the economic relationship
has continued to adapt, reflecting changes
in both global economic dynamics and
domestic political considerations within
the U.S. and Israel. The rise of technology
and innovation has positioned Israel as a
key player in sectors such as
cybersecurity, agriculture, and health
technologies, leading to increased
collaboration in research and
development. Additionally, lobbying groups
and domestic political actors have played
influential roles in shaping economic
policy, advocating for continued support
and investment in Israel. This interplay
between domestic politics and economic
relations underscores the complexities of
U.S.-Israel ties, where economic interests
are often aligned with broader strategic

goals.
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The economic relations between the U.S.
and Israel are not merely transactional
but are rooted in shared values and
mutual interests. As both nations navigate
the challenges of an increasingly
interconnected world, their economic
partnership remains a vital aspect of their
overall relationship. Understanding the
evolution of these economic ties provides
valuable insights into the broader context
of U.S. foreign policy toward Israel and
the ongoing dynamics that influence their
alliance. The interplay of economic,
military, and political factors will continue
to shape the future of U.S.-Israel relations
as they confront emerging global

challenges and opportunities.
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Major Trade Agreements and
Their Impact
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Major trade agreements between the United
States and Israel have significantly shaped
diplomatic and economic relations between the
two nations. The foundation of these
agreements can be traced back to the early
1980s, when the U.S. sought to strengthen its
ties with Israel amidst ongoing regional
tensions. The signing of the U.S.-Israel Free
Trade Agreement in 1985 marked a pivotal
moment in their economic relationship, as it
was the first free trade agreement entered into
by the United States with any country. This
agreement eliminated tariffs on goods traded
between the two nations, thereby enhancing
bilateral trade and fostering economic

interdependence.
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The impact of the free trade agreement
has been profound, leading to a
substantial increase in trade volumes. By
providing a framework for economic
cooperation, the agreement allowed Israeli
products greater access to the U.S.
market, while American businesses gained
opportunities to invest in Israel.
Subsequently, the trade relationship has
expanded to include sectors such as
technology, defense, and agriculture. The
growth of high-tech industries in Israel
has been particularly notable, with
American investors recognizing the
potential for innovation and collaboration
in this field, which has further solidified

economic ties.
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In addition to the free trade agreement,

subsequent trade initiatives and economic

partnerships have also played a role in
strengthening U.S.-Israel relations. The
Bilateral Economic Dialogue, initiated in
2004, aimed to enhance cooperation on
economic issues and has led to joint
ventures and research collaborations.
These initiatives not only promote
economic growth but also serve strategic

interests by reinforcing Israel's position

as a key ally in a volatile region. The U.S.

has also facilitated Israel's integration
into international trade organizations,
which has bolstered its global economic

standing.
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The economic ties fostered by these
agreements have significant implications
for U.S. foreign policy. By tying economic
assistance and trade to diplomatic
relations, the U.S. has created a
framework that supports stability in the
Middle East. This economic partnership
enhances Israel's security by ensuring it
has the resources needed to address
regional threats, while also allowing the
U.S. to project its influence in the area.

The intertwining of economic interests

with geopolitical strategies illustrates how

trade agreements are not solely about
economics but are also deeply embedded

in the fabric of international relations.
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The influence of domestic politics cannot
be overlooked in the context of these
trade agreements. Lobbying groups and
pro-lsrael organizations in the U.S. have
played a crucial role in advocating for
policies that favor economic cooperation
with Israel. This dynamic reflects how
public opinion and media representation
can shape the narrative around U.S.-Israel
relations, often portraying the partnership
as a mutually beneficial alliance essential
for maintaining regional stability. As such,
trade agreements serve as both economic
instruments and political tools,
highlighting the complex interplay between
commerce and diplomacy in the historical

evolution of U.S.-Israel relations.

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel
51



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

Economic Aid and Development
Programs

Economic aid and development programs
have played a significant role in shaping
the relationship between the United States
and Israel since the establishment of the
latter in 1948. The US has provided
substantial economic assistance to Israel,
which has been instrumental in its
development as a modern state. Initially,
this aid was aimed at post-war recovery
and stabilization, allowing Israel to build
its infrastructure and economy amidst
regional hostility and limited resources.
Over the decades, this support evolved,
reflecting changes in both countries’
strategic interests and the broader

geopolitical context of the Middle East.
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One of the most notable aspects of US
economic aid to Israel is the transition
from direct budgetary support to a focus
on long-term development projects. In the
early years, aid often came in the form of
grants to help Israel absorb Jewish
immigrants and bolster its economy. By
the 1970s, as Israel's economy began to
stabilize, US assistance shifted toward
supporting specific sectors such as
technology, agriculture, and military
capabilities. This change not only
facilitated Israel's economic growth but
also fostered a symbiotic relationship
where US firms and Israeli innovations
could collaborate, further enhancing both

economies.
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The economic ties between the US and
Israel were solidified through various
trade agreements and cooperative
initiatives, particularly in the fields of
technology and defense. The 1985 Free
Trade Agreement marked a landmark
development, as it was the first such
agreement the US signed with any country.
This agreement eliminated tariffs and
encouraged the exchange of goods and
services, significantly boosting bilateral
trade. As Israel became a leader in high-
tech industries, US companies benefited
from access to Israeli innovations,
fostering a mutually beneficial economic

partnership.
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Domestic politics in the US have also
played a crucial role in shaping economic
aid policies toward Israel. The influence of
lobbying groups, such as the American
Israel Public Affairs Committee (AIPAC),
has been pivotal in garnering support for
continued economic assistance. These
groups have successfully framed the
narrative around US-Israel relations as a
cornerstone of American foreign policy,
emphasizing shared democratic values and
strategic interests in the Middle East.
Consequently, American public opinion,
often supportive of Israel, has further
reinforced political commitment to

maintaining robust economic ties.
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In conclusion, economic aid and
development programs have been integral
to the US-Israel relationship, providing a
foundation for Israel's growth and
contributing to regional stability. The
evolution of this aid reflects not only the
changing needs of Israel but also the
broader strategic objectives of US foreign
policy. As both nations navigate complex
challenges in the Middle East, the
intertwined economic interests continue to
shape their diplomatic interactions and

reinforce their strategic alliance.
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Political parties in the United

Pﬂhtical States have historically played a
Parties and crucial role in shaping the

- nation's foreign policy towards
Thelr Sta“ces Israel, reflecting a complex
on Israel interplay of ideological beliefs,
electoral strategies, and
domestic political
considerations. The Democratic
and Republican parties exhibit
divergent approaches to Israel,
influenced by their foundational
principles, constituency
preferences, and broader foreign
policy frameworks.
Understanding these stances is
essential for comprehending how
domestic political dynamics

influence the U.S.
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-Israel relationship and the broader context of

American foreign policy in the Middle East.

The Republican Party has traditionally positioned
itself as a strong ally of Israel, emphasizing the
nation's strategic importance as a democratic ally in a
volatile region. This support is often framed in the
context of national security, with Republicans
advocating for robust military aid and defense
cooperation to bolster Israel’s capacity to respond to
threats from hostile actors. The party's base,
influenced by evangelical Christians and a strong pro-
Israel lobbying presence, has reinforced the narrative
that unwavering support for Israel aligns with
American values and interests. This alignment
manifests in policies that prioritize military alliances
and economic partnerships, often advocating for

initiatives that enhance Israel's military capabilities.
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In contrast, the Democratic Party's stance on Israel
has evolved, particularly in response to changing
demographics and the rise of progressive voices
within the party. While historically supportive of Israel,
recent years have seen a shift towards advocating for
a more balanced approach that considers Palestinian
rights and the pursuit of a two-state solution. This
transformation reflects broader social changes and
the influence of younger voters who prioritize human
rights and social justice issues. Consequently,
Democrats are increasingly responsive to grassroots
movements that call for reevaluating U.S. military aid
and diplomatic support in light of Israeli policies in
the occupied territories. The younger generation of
Democratic leaders within Congress and in the
Democratic party are reshaping the level of support
and will influence Democratic Party support for Israel
after the 2024 elections.
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The influence of lobbying groups and NGOs
cannot be underestimated in shaping party
positions on Israel. Organizations such as
AIPAC have traditionally wielded
considerable influence within the
Republican Party, reinforcing the narrative
of Israel as a vital ally. Conversely,
progressive organizations like J Street
have emerged within the Democratic
landscape, advocating for a more nuanced
approach that includes advocating for
peace and dialogue with Palestinians.
These lobbying efforts reflect broader
trends in public opinion, which have
become increasingly critical of Israeli
policies, particularly among younger and

more diverse populations in the U.S.

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel
61



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

Public opinion regarding U.S.-Israel
relations also plays a significant role in
shaping party policies. As perceptions of
Israel shift, particularly in the wake of key
conflicts in the Middle East, political
parties must navigate the delicate balance
between maintaining traditional support
for Israel and addressing the concerns of
constituents who advocate for Palestinian
rights. This balancing act often manifests
in debates within Congress and influences
the framing of foreign policy initiatives.
As political parties adapt to changing
public sentiments, their stances on Israel
continue to evolve, impacting the
trajectory of U.S. foreign policy in the

region.
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The Influence of Elections on
Foreign Policy
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Elections play a pivotal role in shaping
foreign policy, particularly in the context
of US-Israel relations. The outcomes of
presidential and congressional elections
often lead to significant shifts in
diplomatic priorities, funding allocations,
and the overall tone of bilateral relations.
As elected officials respond to the
interests of their constituents, the
political landscape can influence the
strategies employed in foreign policy,
especially regarding military aid and
defense cooperation with Israel. This
dynamic underscores the intertwining of
domestic politics and international
relations, where the electoral mandate can
reshape longstanding policies and

alliances.
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The influence of political parties on
foreign policy cannot be understated.
Historically, Democrats and Republicans
have had divergent views on various
aspects of the US-Israel relationship.
Republican administrations have often
emphasized a strong military partnership
and a hardline stance against perceived
threats to Israel, such as Iran. In
contrast, Democratic administrations may
adopt a more balanced approach,
advocating for negotiations and peace
processes alongside military support.
These ideological differences manifest
during elections, as candidates position
themselves to appeal to their respective
party bases, which can significantly

impact policy direction once in office.
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Public opinion also plays a critical role in influencing election
outcomes and, consequently, foreign policy. Voter attitudes
towards Israel and the broader Middle East conflict can sway
candidates to adopt more pro-Israel stances or, conversely, to
advocate for a more nuanced approach that considers
Palestinian perspectives. Polls and surveys often indicate
strong support for Israel among American voters, particularly
within certain demographic groups, which compels politicians
to align their foreign policy positions with this sentiment to
secure electoral success. Thus, electoral cycles become crucial
moments for shaping the trajectory of US-Israel relations. And

it is changing as seen in the Democratic Party.

Democrats' Sympathies in Middle East Situation

In the Middle East situation, are your sympathies more with the Israelis or more with the Palestinians?
— % lzraelis — % Palestinlans - % Melther/Both/MNo opinlon
100

a0

o
2001 2003 2008 2007 2009 2011 2013 2015 2017 2019 2021 2023

Question waording, 2001-2003: ... more with the Palestinian Araha?™
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Lobbying groups and NGOs further
complicate the relationship between
elections and foreign policy. Organizations
such as AIPAC and J Street actively work
to influence lawmakers and public opinion
regarding Israel. These groups mobilize
resources and advocacy efforts that can
sway electoral outcomes, thereby
impacting policy decisions once their
preferred candidates are in office. The
ability of these organizations to frame the
narrative around US-Israel relations
ensures that the interests of specific
constituents are represented, often
leading to a more entrenched commitment

to military aid and economic ties.
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In conclusion, the interplay between elections and foreign
policy creates a dynamic environment where US-Israel relations
are constantly evolving. As new administrations take office
following elections, the shifting political climate can lead to
changes in diplomatic initiatives, military assistance, and trade
agreements. Understanding this influence is essential for
university students studying the historical evolution of US-
Israel relations, as it highlights the importance of domestic
politics in shaping international policies and responses to
regional security concerns. The cyclical nature of elections
ensures that the dialogue around US-Israel relations remains
vibrant and subject to change, reflecting the priorities and

values of the American electorate.

Going Further: Links and Suggested Reading

https://www.thedailybeast.com/the-inside-story-of-us-

meddling-in-israels-elections

https://www.jcpa.org/jl/vp446.htm
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https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/diplomacy-
defense/1602518857-poll-ahead-of-us-elections-63-of-

israelis-say-trump-will-be-better-for-israel
https://en.idi.org.il/articles/32761

https://news.gallup.com/poll/472070/democrats-

sympathies-middle-east-shift-palestinians.aspx

Activism and Grassroots
Movements
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Activism and grassroots movements have
played a crucial role in shaping the discourse

surrounding US-Israel relations, particularly as

they relate to foreign policy and public opinion.

Over the decades, various groups have emerged
to either support or challenge the status quo,
advocating for policies that reflect their
perspectives on justice, human rights, and
security. These movements often mobilize
individuals through social media, public
demonstrations, and educational campaigns to
influence both public sentiment and legislative
action. Understanding the dynamics of these
movements provides essential insights into the

evolving nature of US-Israel relations.
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One significant aspect of activism is the
emergence of organizations that advocate
for Palestinian rights, such as the
Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions (BDS)
movement. This grassroots initiative seeks
to challenge Israeli policies through
economic pressure, aiming to bring
attention to issues like occupation and
settlement expansion. BDS has garnered
international support and sparked debates
within the United States, leading to
polarized views among the public and
policymakers. The movement's influence on
university campuses has been particularly
notable, generating discussions that
question traditional narratives and
promoting a broader understanding of the

conflict.
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Conversely, pro-Israel advocacy groups,
such as AIPAC and the Anti-Defamation
League, have been instrumental in shaping
US foreign policy in favor of Israel. These
organizations leverage their extensive
networks to mobilize support among
lawmakers and the public, emphasizing the
strategic alliance between the US and
Israel. Their efforts often highlight shared
democratic values and security concerns
in the Middle East, framing US military aid
and defense cooperation as essential to
both nations' interests. This proactive
engagement has contributed to a powerful
lobbying presence that substantially

influences American foreign policy.
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Grassroots movements also reflect the shifting landscape of
public opinion regarding US-Israel relations. Increasingly,
younger generations are engaging with these topics through
various platforms, challenging established narratives and
advocating for more nuanced policies. Polls indicate a growing
divide in attitudes among different demographics, particularly
among millennials and Gen Z, toward the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict. This generational shift is crucial, as it may lead to
significant changes in policy priorities and advocacy strategies

in the coming years.

Net Sympathy for Israelis in Middle East Situation, by Generation

% More sympathetic toward the Israglis minus % more sympathetic toward the Palestinians

— Millennials {borm 1880-2000) — Generation X (born 1965-1878) — Baby boomers (barm 1946-18964)
== Silent Generation {oom 1800-1945)

80
60
40

20

i}
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Results are in percentage points. Trend for sdults in Generation Z {born 2001-2008) not shown due to low sample size.

Agus in 2023; millennials, 23-43; Gurweration X, 44-53; baby boomers; 59-77,; Silent Generaticn, 78 and older
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The intersection of activism, domestic
politics, and international relations
highlights the importance of civic
engagement in shaping foreign policy. As
grassroots movements continue to evolve,
they pose challenges to traditional power
structures and compel policymakers to
reconsider their stances. The impact of
these movements is evident not only in
legislative debates but also in the broader
cultural dialogue surrounding US-Israel
relations. Understanding the motivations
and strategies of these activists offers
valuable insights into the future trajectory
of US foreign policy and the ongoing
complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian

conflict.
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The Cold War and Its Impact on
US-Israel Relations
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The Cold War was a defining period that
significantly shaped the dynamics of US-
Israel relations. Emerging in the aftermath
of World War Il, this geopolitical struggle
between the United States and the Soviet
Union influenced global alliances and
foreign policy decisions. For Israel, which
was established as a state in 1948, the
Cold War presented both challenges and
opportunities. The United States,
perceiving Israel as a critical ally in the
Middle East amid the rising influence of
Soviet-aligned states, began to forge a
close relationship with Israel, viewing it as
a bulwark against communism in a region
marked by instability and potential Soviet

expansion.

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel
77



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

During the early years of the Cold War, US
support for Israel was largely strategic. The
Eisenhower administration, while initially
hesitant to fully embrace Israel, recognized the
importance of a stable, democratic ally in the
region. This support intensified during the
1960s, particularly following the 1967 Six-Day
War, where Israel demonstrated its military
prowess and solidified its position as a key
player in Middle Eastern geopolitics. The
conflict also revealed the vulnerabilities of
neighboring Arab states, many of which were
receiving Soviet support. As a result, the United
States increased its military and economic
assistance to Israel, establishing a pattern of
aid that would continue to grow in the following

decades.
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The Cold War context also played a crucial
role in shaping US foreign policy toward
Arab nations. The United States sought to
balance its support for Israel with
diplomatic relations with Arab states,
many of which were seen as essential for
maintaining stability in the region.
However, the perception of US favoritism
towards Israel often strained these
relationships. The Arab-Israeli conflict
became a focal point for anti-American
sentiment among Arab states,
complicating US efforts to mediate peace
in the region. The tension between
supporting an ally and maintaining
broader regional relationships influenced
the diplomatic strategies employed by

successive US administrations.
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Israeli Prime Minister Menecham Begin and U.S. President
Ronald Reagan, 1981
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Moreover, domestic politics in the United
States began to reflect the growing
importance of pro-lsrael lobbying groups
and public opinion. As the Cold War
progressed, there was a marked increase
in grassroots support for Israel among
American citizens, driven by a combination
of cultural, historical, and religious ties.
This shift made it politically advantageous
for American leaders to advocate for
Israel, resulting in a more robust defense
cooperation framework and economic ties.
The establishment of military aid packages
and joint defense initiatives underscored
the strategic importance of the US-Israel
relationship, as both nations recognized
the benefits of collaboration in the face of

common threats.
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In conclusion, the Cold War not
only facilitated the emergence of a
strong US-Israel alliance but also
set the stage for the complexities
that would characterize their
relationship in the following
decades. The interplay between
international politics, regional
security concerns, and domestic
influences shaped the trajectory of
US foreign policy toward Israel and
the broader Middle East.
Understanding this historical
context is essential for students
studying the evolution of US-Israel
relations and the ongoing
implications for both countries in

a rapidly changing world.
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The Gulf War and Its
Ramifications

The Gulf War, which erupted in 1990 following
Irag’'s invasion of Kuwait, had profound
implications for U.S.-Israel relations, shaping
the trajectory of foreign policy in the Middle
East. Initially, the U.S. faced a complex
dilemma regarding its support for Israel. The
Bush administration sought to build a coalition
to expel Iraqgi forces from Kuwait, which
included Arab states that were historically
hostile to Israel. This required a delicate
balancing act, as overt support for Israel could
jeopardize the cooperation of these Arab
nations and complicate the diplomatic
landscape. Thus, the U.S. adopted a cautious
approach, attempting to reassure both its allies
in the Gulf and its strategic partner in the

region.
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The aftermath of the Gulf War marked a
significant shift in U.S.-Israel relations,
particularly in the realm of military aid and
defense cooperation. The war underscored the
importance of advanced military technology in
modern warfare, highlighting Israel's need for
enhanced capabilities to deter regional threats.
In response, the U.S. increased its military
assistance to Israel, ensuring that it
maintained a qualitative edge over its
neighbors. This escalation of support was also
a strategic move to solidify Israel’'s role as a
key ally in a region characterized by instability
and shifting alliances. The relationship was
further bolstered by the shared experience of
the war, which allowed both countries to engage

more deeply in military collaboration.
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Economically, the Gulf War catalyzed new trade
agreements and economic ties between the U.S.
and Israel. The U.S. recognized that a strong
Israel was vital for stability in the region,
leading to increased investment and trade
opportunities. The post-war environment
created a favorable climate for economic
cooperation, as the U.S. sought to promote
democracy and free-market reforms in the
Middle East. Israel emerged as a valuable
partner in this endeavor, leveraging its
technological advancements and economic
resilience. This period saw the establishment of
various joint ventures and initiatives that
enhanced bilateral economic relations, laying

the groundwork for future collaborations.
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Domestic politics played a crucial role in
shaping U.S. foreign policy during and
after the Gulf War. The influence of
lobbying groups and grassroots
organizations became increasingly
pronounced, as pro-lsrael advocacy groups
effectively mobilized public opinion in
favor of robust support for Israel.
Political leaders recognized the
importance of these groups in electoral
terms, leading to a bipartisan consensus
on maintaining strong ties with Israel.
This dynamic was particularly evident in
the context of the Gulf War, where support
for Israel resonated with various
constituencies, reinforcing the narrative
of Israel as a democratic ally in a

tumultuous region.
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Finally, the Gulf War had lasting ramifications
for the diplomatic efforts and peace process
initiatives in the Middle East. The end of the
conflict opened new avenues for dialogue,
leading to the Madrid Conference in 1991,
which aimed to address the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict and foster broader regional peace. The
U.S. emerged as a key mediator, using its
leverage over Israel and Arab states to
facilitate negotiations. However, the
complexities of regional security concerns and
the varying interests of involved parties posed
significant challenges. The Gulf War thus not
only reshaped U.S.-Israel relations but also
redefined the geopolitical landscape of the
Middle East, setting the stage for ongoing
debates around peace, security, and

cooperation in the years to come.
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The War on Terror and US-Israel
Cooperation

The War on Terror significantly shaped US-
Israel relations in the early 21st century,
creating a unique synergy between the two
nations. Following the September 11 attacks in
2001, the United States intensified its focus on
counterterrorism, recognizing Israel as a vital
ally in this struggle. Both countries faced
similar threats from extremist groups, leading
to a collaborative approach in intelligence
sharing, military training, and operational
strategies aimed at combating terrorism. This
cooperation not only enhanced security
measures within both nations but also solidified
Israel's status as a key partner in the broader
strategy of the United States in the Middle
East.
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Military aid and defense cooperation
between the US and Israel flourished
during this period, with the United States
increasing its annual military assistance
to Israel significantly. This financial
support was not merely an act of goodwill;
it was a strategic investment in a stable
ally that could serve as a bulwark against
terrorism in a volatile region. Joint
military exercises and technological
collaborations, especially in missile
defense systems like the Iron Dome,
underscored a mutual commitment to
security. These initiatives not only
improved Israel's defense capabilities but
also allowed the US to test and refine its
own military technologies in real-world

conditions.
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The economic ties between the US and
Israel also deepened during the War on
Terror, with trade agreements fostering a
robust bilateral relationship. As both
countries recognized the importance of
economic stability in combating terrorism,
they worked to enhance trade and
investment opportunities. The US-Israel
Free Trade Agreement, established in the
1980s, was expanded upon, facilitating
increased exports and technological
collaboration. This economic partnership
not only benefited both economies but
also reinforced the strategic alliance, as a
strong Israel contributed to regional
stability, which was a primary concern for

US foreign policy.
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Domestic politics played a crucial role in
shaping the US-Israel partnership during
this period. The War on Terror mobilized
various lobbying groups in the United
States, such as the American Israel Public
Affairs Committee (AIPAC), which
advocated for strong US support for
Israel. Political leaders from both parties
recognized the importance of this alliance,
often framing their policies in the context
of national security and shared democratic
values. This alignment of interests
solidified the bipartisan consensus around
supporting Israel, even as public opinion
on foreign policy issues became more

polarized.
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As the War on Terror evolved, so too did
the diplomatic efforts and peace
initiatives in the region. While the
immediate focus was on combatting
terrorism, the US continued to pursue a
long-term vision for peace between Israel
and its neighbors. However, the
complexities of regional security concerns
often complicated these efforts, as the US
sought to balance its support for Israel
with the need to address Palestinian
aspirations for statehood. This delicate
balancing act was influenced by various
factors, including public opinion and
media representation of US-Israel
relations, which often framed the narrative
around security, democracy, and human
rights in a manner that shaped policy

decisions.
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The Second Intifada also known as the Al-
Agsa Intifada, was a major uprising by
Palestinians against Israel, characterized
by a period of heightened violence in the
Palestinian territories and Israel between
2000 and 2005, but it is an
oversimplification to blame Israeli Prime
Minister Arial Sharon and Palestinian
leader Yassar Arafat for the outbreak of
the Intifada just as it is an
oversimplification to state that the George
W. Bush administration supported Israel

without criticism.

Going Further: https://fathomjournal.org/israels-embittered-

generation/
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Major peace treaties have played a critical
role in shaping the dynamics of US-Israel
relations and the broader Middle Eastern
geopolitical landscape. Among the most
significant treaties are the Camp David
Accords of 1978, the Oslo Accords of the
1990s, and the Abraham Accords of 2020.
Each of these agreements not only sought
to address the immediate conflicts but
also aimed to foster long-term stability in
the region. The outcomes of these treaties
have varied, reflecting both the
complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict and the strategic interests of the
United States in promoting peace and
stability in the Middle East.
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The Camp David Accords, brokered by US
President Jimmy Carter, marked a
landmark shift in Arab-Israeli relations,
leading to the Egypt-Israel Peace Treaty in
1979. This agreement resulted in Israel's
withdrawal from the Sinai Peninsula and
the establishment of diplomatic relations
between Egypt and Israel. The Accords set
a precedent for US involvement in Middle
Eastern diplomacy and demonstrated the
potential for negotiated peace. However,
while the treaty stabilized relations
between Egypt and Israel, it also led to
backlash in the Arab world, as many
viewed it as a betrayal of the Palestinian
cause. This complex outcome highlighted
the challenges of achieving comprehensive
peace in a region fraught with historical

grievances.
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Carter, Sadat, and Begin at the Peace Treaty Signing, March 26, 1974, Source!
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The Oslo Accords, signed in the 1990s,
represented a significant attempt to
address the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
through direct negotiations. The accords
established the Palestinian Authority and
aimed to lay the groundwork for a two-
state solution. The initial optimism
surrounding Oslo was met with increased
violence, however, culminating in the
Second Intifada. The failure to realize the
aspirations outlined in the Accords has
contributed to a prolonged stalemate and
has complicated US foreign policy efforts.
The challenges faced during the
implementation of the Oslo framework
illustrate the difficulties of reconciling
national identities and historical

narratives in the pursuit of peace.
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The Abraham Accords, brokered by US
President Donald Trump, marked a
landmark shift in Arab-lsraeli
relations,. This new diplomatic initiative,
normalizing relations between Israel and
several Arab nations, including the United
Arab Emirates and Bahrain is seen as a
strategic shift in the Middle East,
reflecting changing regional dynamics and
a shared interest in countering Iranian
influence. The US played a crucial role in
facilitating these accords, reinforcing its
position as a key mediator in the region.
While the Abraham Accords have the
potential to reshape alliances and enhance
economic and security cooperation,
because of the creation of the Abraham

Forum.
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However, the Abraham Accords have also
been criticized for sidelining the
Palestinian issue and failing to address
the longstanding grievances of

Palestinians.

Peace to Prosperity: A Vision to Improve the Lives of
the Palestinian and Israeli People otherwise known as
The Trump Peace Plan, 2020. The plan was divided
into two parts, an economic portion and a political
portion. On 22 June 2019, the Trump administration
released the economic portion of the plan, titled
"Peace to Prosperity". The political portion was
released in late January 2020. The plan had the
backing of Israel and several Arab states, who
pledged signigicant amount of money to help 'build" a
Palestinian state. The Palestinians rejected it
immediately. Western media narrative either for

ideological reasons or bias was also unfavorable.
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Full document:

https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/peacetoprosperity/

Arab response: https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-
analysis/arab-reactions-trumps-peace-plan-analysis-and-

recommendation

The outcomes of these major peace treaties
underscore the interplay between domestic politics,
public opinion, and foreign policy. In the United
States, lobbying groups and NGOs have significantly
influenced policy decisions regarding Israel, often
shaping the narrative surrounding peace initiatives.
Additionally, public opinion and media representation
of US-Israel relations have evolved, affecting the
political landscape and the willingness of
policymakers to pursue certain diplomatic avenues.
Understanding the ramifications of these treaties
requires an analysis of how they fit within the broader
historical context of US-Israel relations and the

ongoing quest for peace in the Middle East.
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Going Further: Recommended reading links:

Camp David 2000--A US negotiator's view on the Camp David
talks:

https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/07/13/lost-in-woods-
camp-david-retrospective-pub-82287

A negotiation theory of the Camp David talks.

https://www.hnlr.org/wp-
content/uploads/sites/22/2012/03/Rosenberg-Negotiation-
Final-Paper-1.pdf

Camp David 2000--The blame-game.

https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/the-blame-shifts-from-

arafat-over-failure-of-camp-david-summit-1.321083

The Trump Peace Plan 2020
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https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/peacetoprosperity/

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/trumps-

deal-century-and-why-it-still-matters

The Role of Third Parties in
Mediation

The role of third parties in mediation has been a significant
aspect of the US-Israel relationship, particularly during critical
periods of conflict and negotiation. Third-party entities,
including international organizations, foreign governments,
and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), have often
stepped in to facilitate dialogue between the United States and
Israel or between Israel and other Middle Eastern states. These
third parties can provide neutral ground for discussions, offer
expertise in conflict resolution, and help navigate the complex
political landscapes that characterize these relationships. Their
involvement can help mitigate tensions and foster an

environment conducive to negotiations.

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel
106


https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/peacetoprosperity/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/trumps-deal-century-and-why-it-still-matters

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

One notable example of third-party
mediation in US-Israel relations occurred
during the Oslo Accords of the 1990s. The
United States played a pivotal role as a
mediator, but it was also aided by the
involvement of other nations and
organizations. Norway, for instance,
hosted secret negotiations between Israeli
and Palestinian representatives,
showcasing how a neutral third party can
create a space for dialogue that might
otherwise be impossible. This kind of
mediation not only facilitates direct
communication but also helps build trust
among parties who may be wary of

engaging with one another directly.
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In addition to facilitating dialogue, third
parties often bring resources and
expertise that can enhance the mediation
process. For example, international
organizations like the United Nations can
provide valuable frameworks for peace
agreements, while NGOs can offer
grassroots perspectives and engage local
populations in the peace process.
Moreover, these entities can help hold
parties accountable to their commitments,
emphasizing the importance of compliance
and long-term engagement in any
agreements reached. This multifaceted
approach has the potential to create more
sustainable outcomes in the mediation

process.
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However, the role of third parties is not
without its challenges. The interests of
these mediators can sometimes conflict
with those of the primary parties involved
in the negotiations. For instance, while
the US has historically been a strong ally
of Israel, its role as a mediator can be
complicated by domestic political
pressures and differing perceptions of the
peace process. Additionally, the
involvement of certain third parties may
be viewed with skepticism by one or more
parties, potentially undermining trust in
the mediation process. It is crucial for
mediators to maintain neutrality and to
navigate these complexities carefully to
foster an environment conducive to

genuine dialogue.
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In summary, the involvement of third
parties in mediation efforts surrounding
US-Israel relations has played a critical
role in shaping the trajectory of peace
initiatives and conflict resolution in the
region. Their ability to provide neutral
ground, resources, and expertise can
facilitate dialogue and build trust among
conflicting parties. However, the
complexities of interests and perceptions
must be carefully managed to ensure that
mediation efforts are effective and lead to
lasting solutions. Understanding the
dynamics of third-party involvement is
essential for students examining the
historical and contemporary landscape of

US-Israel relations.
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Challenges in the Peace
Process

The peace process between Israel and the
Palestinians has faced numerous challenges
since its inception, significantly impacting U.S.
foreign policy and relations with both parties.
One of the primary obstacles is the deeply
rooted historical grievances and narratives that
each side holds. The Israeli perspective often
emphasizes security concerns stemming from
historical conflicts, while the Palestinian
narrative focuses on issues of displacement
and national identity. These contrasting
viewpoints create a complex backdrop for
negotiations, making it difficult to find common
ground. As U.S. policymakers engage in
mediation efforts, they must navigate these
sensitive historical contexts while striving to

build trust between the parties.
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Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett and Secretary Antony J.
Blinken, 2021
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Another challenge is the political
landscape within both Israel and the
Palestinian territories. In Israel, shifting
political dynamics, including the rise of
more hardline factions, can complicate the
peace process. Leaders who prioritize
security over negotiation may resist
compromises necessary for peace,
particularly regarding contentious issues
like settlements in the West Bank.
Conversely, Palestinian governance is
divided between the Palestinian Authority
in the West Bank and Hamas in Gaza,
which presents a significant hurdle to
achieving a unified stance during
negotiations. This fragmentation weakens
the Palestinian negotiating position and
complicates U.S. efforts to facilitate

dialogue.

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel
113



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

The role of external actors further
complicates the peace process. Regional
powers such as Iran, Egypt, and Saudi
Arabia have their interests and agendas
that can influence the dynamics of the
conflict. For instance, Iran's support for
militant groups like Hamas directly
undermines U.S.-led peace efforts.
Additionally, the involvement of
international organizations and non-
governmental organizations can create
both opportunities and challenges; while
they can foster dialogue and provide
humanitarian support, differing agendas
may also lead to tensions that hinder
progress. U.S. foreign policy must account
for these external influences while

advocating for a resolution.
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Economic factors also play a critical role
in the peace process. The disparity in
economic conditions between Israelis and
Palestinians can exacerbate tensions and
fuel discontent. Efforts to promote
economic cooperation have been made, but
they often fall short of addressing the
underlying issues of sovereignty and self-
determination that are central to the
conflict, yet complicated by the divided
Palestinian governance. Economic aid from
the U.S. to both Israel and the Palestinian
territories is intended to promote stability,
but it sometimes fails to translate into
meaningful improvements in the lives of
Palestinians, which can lead to skepticism
and Israeli economic aid tends to be
forgotten in resistance toward peace
initiatives and support terrorism e.g. "pay

to slay".
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Lastly, public opinion and media
representation significantly shape the
discourse surrounding U.S.-Israel relations
and the peace process. In the United
States, differing views on Israel's policies
and the treatment of Palestinians can
influence domestic politics and ultimately
U.S. foreign policy. Lobbying groups, such
as AIPAC and J Street, play a pivotal role
in shaping narratives and influencing
lawmakers. As students explore these
dynamics, they must consider how public
perception and media framing can impact
the political landscape, thereby affecting
the feasibility of achieving lasting peace
in the region. Understanding these
challenges requires a nuanced analysis of
the historical, political, and socio-
economic factors at play in the ongoing

quest for peace.
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The Role of Iran in US-
Israel Relations

The role of Iran in US-Israel relations is a
critical factor that has shaped the
geopolitical landscape in the Middle East over
the past several decades. The Islamic
Republic of Iran, established in 1979
following the Iranian Revolution, has
maintained an adversarial stance towards
both the United States and Israel. This
antagonism is rooted in ideological, religious,
and political differences, which have fueled a
complex relationship characterized by mutual
suspicion and hostility. As Iran has sought to
expand its influence in the region, particularly
through its support for various terror groups,
the United States and Israel have viewed this
as a direct threat to their national security

and regional stability.
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The threat from Iran has significantly
influenced US foreign policy towards
Israel. In the wake of the 1979 revolution,
the US reassessed its strategqic
partnerships in the region, solidifying its
commitment to Israel as a key ally. This
alignment was further reinforced by Iran's
support for groups such as Hezbollah and
Hamas, which have engaged in armed
conflict against Israel. The United States
has responded by increasing military aid
to Israel, ensuring it maintains a
qualitative edge over its adversaries. This
dynamic has fostered a sense of urgency
in both Washington and Jerusalem to
counter Iranian influence through various
means, including diplomatic isolation,
economic sanctions, and military

preparedness.
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I[ran's nuclear ambitions have also played
a pivotal role in shaping US-Israel
relations. The prospect of Iran developing
nuclear weapons has been a central
concern for both nations, leading to a
series of diplomatic negotiations and
tensions over Iran's nuclear program. The
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA), signed in 2015, was initially seen
as a diplomatic breakthrough that could
mitigate the nuclear threat. However, the
agreement faced significant opposition
from Israel, and Sunni Arab states, which
viewed it as insufficient and potentially
dangerous. The subsequent withdrawal of
the United States from the JCPOA in 2018
under the Trump administration
underscored the complexities of aligning
US and Israeli and Sunni Arab states

strategies regarding Iran.
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Domestic politics in both the United States
and Israel have further complicated the
relationship. In the US, lobbying groups
such as the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee (AIPAC) have been influential in
shaping policies that align with Israeli
interests, particularly concerning Iran. In
Israel, the political landscape often sways
towards a hardline approach in response
to perceived threats from Iran, shaping
public perception and governmental policy.
This interplay of domestic politics has
created a scenario where both nations
often find themselves in alignment on the
Iranian issue, though differing political
contexts can lead to divergent strategies

and responses.
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In summary, Iran's role in US-Israel
relations is multifaceted, deeply
intertwined with historical,
ideological, and strateqgic
considerations. The threat posed by
Iran has solidified the US-Israel
alliance, driving military cooperation
and economic ties, while also
complicating diplomatic efforts aimed
at peace in the region. Understanding
this relationship is crucial for
university students studying US
foreign policy, as it encapsulates the
broader themes of regional security
concerns, the influence of lobbying
groups, and the impact of domestic

politics on international relations.
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Alliances with Arab States and
Their Evolution
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The evolution of alliances between the
United States and Arab states has been a
significant factor in shaping the
geopolitical landscape of the Middle East,
particularly in relation to US-Israel
relations. Throughout the latter half of
the 20th century, the shifting dynamics of
regional power, coupled with the strategic
interests of the United States, have led to
varied alliances with Arab nations.
Initially, the US sought partnerships
primarily to contain Soviet influence
during the Cold War, leading to military
and economic aid to key Arab states such
as Egypt, Jordan, and Saudi Arabia. These
relationships were often complicated by
the Arab-Israeli conflict and the broader

context of regional nationalism.
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The peace treaty between Egypt and Israel

in 1979 marked a pivotal moment in the

evolution of US alliances with Arab states.

The Camp David Accords, facilitated by
President Jimmy Carter, not only
normalized relations between Egypt and
Israel but also served to strengthen US
ties with Egypt as a counterbalance to
radicalism in the region. This agreement
was significant as it showcased the
potential for diplomatic solutions in the
Arab-lsraeli conflict and established a
precedent for US involvement in peace
efforts. In return for recognizing Israel,
Egypt received substantial military and
economic assistance from the United
States, which further solidified the

alliance.
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As the 1990s approached, the dynamics of
US-Arab relations continued to shift,
particularly with the Gulf War in 1991. The
United States formed a coalition with
several Arab states to repel Irag's
invasion of Kuwait. This collaboration not
only reinforced US military presence in the
region but also highlighted a pragmatic
approach to alliances, as countries like
Saudi Arabia and Egypt aligned themselves
with US interests against a common
enemy. The aftermath of the Gulf War also
prompted renewed discussions about peace
in the Middle East, culminating in the Oslo
Accords between Israel and the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO), which
reflected a moment of hope for US

diplomacy.
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The post-9/11 era introduced new
complexities to US alliances with Arab
states, as the focus shifted towards
combating terrorism and addressing
security concerns. The United States’
invasions of Afghanistan and Iraqg
dramatically altered the regional balance
of power and further strained
relationships with some Arab nations.
While traditional allies like Jordan and
Egypt remained cooperative, new dynamics
emerged, particularly with the rise of Iran
as a regional power. The US sought to
bolster ties with Gulf monarchies, viewing
them as critical partners in countering
Iranian influence, which led to increased

military cooperation and arms sales.
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In recent years, the normalization
agreements between Israel and several
Arab states, such as the United Arab
Emirates and Bahrain, have marked a new
chapter in the evolution of alliances in the
region. These developments, often referred
to as the Abraham Accords, reflect a
significant shift in Arab perspectives
towards Israel, driven by shared concerns
over Iran and the desire for economic
collaboration. The US has played a crucial
role in facilitating these agreements,
reaffirming its commitment to regional

stability and security.
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The evolution of US alliances with Arab
states continues to be influenced by a
multitude of factors, including domestic
politics, public opinion, and the enduring
complexities of the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, underscoring the intricate web of
relationships that define the Middle

Eastern geopolitical landscape.

The Signing of the Abraham Accords, 2020
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Going Further: New friends, how the Abraham Accords

influence Israeli strategy

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/can-abraham-accords-

succeed-exploring-arab-support-normalization-israel

https://www.mei.edu/publications/two-years-what-state-

abraham-accords

https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/09/23/abraham-accords-

israel-palestine-two-years/

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/commentary/event-
recap/two-years-since-the-abraham-accords-how-the-region-

is-transforming/

Counterterrorism Efforts and
Regional Stability
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Counterterrorism Efforts and Regional
Stability

Counterterrorism efforts have been a
pivotal aspect of US-Israel relations,
significantly influencing both countries’
foreign policies and regional stability. The
emergence of various terrorist
organizations in the Middle East has
prompted the United States and Israel to
collaborate closely on intelligence sharing,
military operations, and strategic
planning. This partnership has evolved
through various conflicts and has been
shaped by the broader geopolitical
landscape, where both nations seek to
address common threats. The alignment of
their counterterrorism objectives not only
aims to safeguard their national interests
but also seeks to promote stability in a

region often marked by volatility.
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The historical context of US-Israel
cooperation in counterterrorism can be
traced back to events such as the 1972
Munich Olympics attack, which
underscored the need for enhanced
security measures and intelligence
collaboration. Over the decades, this
partnership has expanded to include joint
military exercises, training programs, and
the development of advanced defense
technologies. The United States has
provided Israel with substantial military
aid, which has been instrumental in
bolstering Israel's defense capabilities
against terrorist threats. This assistance
not only strengthens Israel's military
posture but also serves as a testament to
the United States' commitment to its ally

in the face of regional instability.
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Regional stability is often jeopardized by
the actions of terrorist organizations that
exploit political, ethnic, and religious
grievances. Groups such as Hamas and
Hezbollah pose significant challenges to
both US and Israeli security interests. In
response, the two nations have worked
together to implement counterterrorism
strategies that include targeted
operations, sanctions, and diplomatic
efforts aimed at isolating these groups.
The effectiveness of these strategies has
been a subject of debate; however, the
underlying principle remains that a secure
Israel contributes to broader regional
stability, which is a fundamental goal of

US foreign policy in the Middle East.
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The impact of counterterrorism efforts
extends beyond military actions; it also
influences diplomatic initiatives and
economic relations in the region. The
United States has often used its leverage
to promote peace processes, such as the
Oslo Accords, while simultaneously
addressing security concerns related to
terrorism. Efforts to foster economic ties
between Israel and its neighbors, as seen
in initiatives aimed at normalizing
relations, are often contingent on the
effectiveness of counterterrorism
measures. Consequently, the interlinkage
between security and diplomacy
underscores the complexity of US-Israel
relations and the challenges of achieving

lasting peace in the region.
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Finally, domestic politics within both the
United States and Israel play a critical
role in shaping counterterrorism policies
and their implications for regional
stability. The influence of lobbying groups,
public opinion, and media representation
can significantly affect policymakers’
decisions, often reflecting the prevailing
attitudes toward terrorism and security.
As new threats emerge, the dynamics of
US-Israel relations will continue to evolve,
with counterterrorism efforts remaining
central to the strategic partnership.
Understanding these intricate connections
is essential for university students
studying the historical evolution of US-
Israel relations and the broader

implications for Middle Eastern security.
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Major pro-Israel lobbying
organizations play a critical role in
shaping U.S. foreign policy towards
Israel, significantly influencing public
opinion and legislative outcomes.
These organizations advocate for
strong U.S.-Israel ties, often
mobilizing grassroots support and
engaging in political advocacy to
ensure that Israel remains a priority
in American foreign policy. Through a
combination of strategic messaging,
funding, and political connections,
these groups work to reinforce the
narrative of U.S. support for Israel,
emphasizing shared democratic values,
regional stability, and security

concerns.
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One of the most prominent organizations
is the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee (AIPAC), which is widely
recognized for its influence in Congress
and its ability to mobilize pro-lsrael
advocates across the United States. AIPAC
focuses on lobbying efforts aimed at
securing military aid for Israel, promoting
legislation that bolsters U.S.-Israel
cooperation, and countering anti-Israel
sentiments. Their annual policy conference
attracts thousands of attendees, including
lawmakers, and serves as a significant
platform for discussing strategies and
initiatives that strengthen U.S.-Israel

relations.
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Another key player is the Anti-
Defamation League (ADL), which, while
primarily focused on combating anti-
Semitism and promoting civil rights,
also engages in advocacy to ensure
U.S. support for Israel. The ADL works
to educate both the public and
policymakers about the challenges
Israel faces, framing its narrative
within the broader context of human
rights and democratic values. Through
educational programs and public
campaigns, the ADL seeks to foster a
positive image of Israel and
counteract negative perceptions that
may arise from the complex
geopolitical landscape of the Middle
East.
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The Zionist Organization of America
(ZOA) also plays a significant role,
emphasizing a more hardline stance on
U.S. policy towards Israel. The Z0OA
advocates for policies that prioritize
Israel's security and territorial claims
and often critiques U.S. foreign policy
when it is perceived as unfavorable to
Israeli interests. By engaging with
both political leaders and grassroots
supporters, the ZOA aims to promote a
robust defense of Israel’'s rights,
particularly in contentious discussions
surrounding peace negotiations and

territorial disputes.
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In addition to these organizations,
numerous smaller groups and
grassroots movements contribute to
the pro-Israel lobbying landscape.
Organizations such as StandWithUs
and the Israel Project focus on public
education and advocacy, utilizing
social media and community outreach
to engage younger demographics and
counter anti-Israel narratives. These
efforts reflect a broader strategy
among pro-lsrael groups to cultivate a
diverse coalition of supporters who
can advocate for Israel across various
platforms, ensuring that U.S. foreign
policy remains aligned with Israel's
strategic interests in an increasingly

complex global environment.
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The Role of NGOs in Shaping
Public Opinion

The role of non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) in shaping public opinion regarding US-
Israel relations has become increasingly
significant in the contemporary political
landscape. These organizations, often driven by
specific ideologies, humanitarian interests, or
advocacy for certain policies, have the ability
to influence perceptions through various
means, including grassroots campaigns, social
media, and public outreach initiatives. This
influence can significantly impact the broader
narrative surrounding US foreign policy,
particularly as it pertains to military aid,

economic ties, and diplomatic efforts in the
Middle East.
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NGOs often operate at the intersection of
policy advocacy and public education,
providing research, reports, and analysis
that frame discussions about US-Israel
relations. By highlighting specific issues,
such as human rights violations or
economic inequalities, these organizations
can shift the focus of public discourse
and challenge prevailing narratives. Their
ability to disseminate information rapidly
through digital platforms allows them to
reach a wide audience, thereby fostering a
more informed public that may question or
support existing policies based on the

evidence presented.
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Furthermore, NGOs play a critical role in
mobilizing public opinion through
campaigns that encourage civic
engagement and advocacy. By organizing
demonstrations, petitions, and lobbying
efforts, these organizations can
demonstrate public support or opposition
to specific policies, influencing legislators
and policymakers. In the context of US-
Israel relations, NGOs may advocate for
increased humanitarian aid to Palestinians
or push back against military assistance
to Israel, seeking to align public sentiment
with their objectives. This grassroots
mobilization is essential in a democratic
society where public opinion can sway

political action and legislative decisions.

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel
146



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

The influence of NGOs is also evident in
their collaborations with like-minded
groups and coalitions that amplify their
message. By partnering with other
organizations, including those focused on
human rights, peace initiatives, or
environmental issues, NGOs can broaden
their reach and impact. Such
collaborations can create a unified front
that addresses multiple facets of US-Israel
relations, from economic cooperation to
regional security concerns. This collective
approach helps to create a more nuanced
understanding of complex issues and can
ultimately shape the public's perception of

the US's role in the region.
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In conclusion, NGOs significantly
shape public opinion on US-Israel
relations through advocacy,
education, and mobilization

efforts. Their ability to influence

discourse surrounding military aid,

economic ties, and diplomatic
initiatives underscores the
importance of civil society in the
political process. As university
students studying the historical
evolution of these relations, it is
crucial to recognize the power of
NGOs in not only reflecting public
sentiment but also in actively
shaping it, thereby impacting the
trajectory of US foreign policy in
the Middle East.
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The Impact of Lobbying on
Policy Decisions

The impact of lobbying on policy decisions
regarding US-Israel relations has been
profound, shaping the contours of foreign
policy for decades. Lobbying groups,
particularly those advocating for Israel,
have successfully influenced legislative
and executive actions through a
combination of direct engagement with
policymakers and grassroots mobilization
of public support. Organizations such as
the American Israel Public Affairs
Committee (AIPAC) have played a pivotal
role in fostering a favorable environment
for military aid, trade agreements, and
diplomatic initiatives, ensuring that the US
maintains a strategic partnership with

Israel.

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel
149



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

One of the most significant ways lobbying
has influenced policy decisions is through
the allocation of military aid. The US has

consistently provided substantial military

assistance to Israel, which lobbyists argue

is essential for maintaining regional

stability and supporting a democratic ally.

This financial support not only reinforces
Israel's defense capabilities but also
serves as a tool for the US to assert its
interests in the Middle East. Lobbying
efforts amplify the narrative that military
aid is a vital component of American

foreign policy, thereby shaping legislative

outcomes and securing continued funding.
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Economic ties and trade agreements
between the US and Israel have also been
bolstered by lobbying activities. Pro-Israel
lobbyists advocate for policies that
enhance bilateral trade, emphasizing the
mutual benefits derived from economic
cooperation. This includes promoting high-
tech partnerships, innovation exchanges,
and joint ventures that extend beyond
military collaboration. As trade
agreements gain momentum, lobbying
groups work to ensure that these economic
policies align with broader strategic goals,
reinforcing the notion that strong
economic ties contribute to regional

security and stability.
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Domestic politics play a crucial role in
shaping lobbying efforts and the
subsequent policy outcomes. Lobbying
groups often tap into partisan divides,
framing their messages to resonate with
various political constituencies. The
influence of public opinion, particularly
among key voter demographics, cannot be
understated; lobbying efforts frequently
aim to cultivate a narrative that aligns
with popular sentiment, thereby pressuring
elected officials to support pro-lsrael
policies. As a result, the interplay between
domestic politics and lobbying has
significant implications for the direction

of US foreign policy towards Israel.
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Furthermore, the influence of lobbying
extends into broader diplomatic efforts
and peace process initiatives in the Middle
East. While some lobbying groups
advocate for peace and reconciliation,
others focus on strengthening Israel's
military posture, often complicating
diplomatic negotiations. The diverse range
of lobbying interests reflects the
complexity of US-Israel relations and the
challenges policymakers face in balancing
competing priorities. As such,
understanding the impact of lobbying on
policy decisions is essential for grasping
the historical evolution of US-Israel
relations and the ongoing dynamics that

shape this critical partnership.
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Shifts in Public Opinion Over
Time

Public opinion regarding US-Israel relations has
evolved significantly over the decades, shaped
by a combination of geopolitical events, media
portrayal, and domestic political dynamics.
During the early years of the State of Israel,
post-World War Il sentiments favored a strong
American backing of Israel, driven by a shared
commitment to democracy and the Holocaust's
impact on global consciousness. This initial
period saw widespread support for military aid
and economic assistance, as many Americans
viewed Israel as a beacon of democracy in a
tumultuous region. The alignment of values
between the two nations helped foster a robust
partnership that was deeply rooted in mutual

interests.
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However, as the geopolitical landscape in the
Middle East shifted, public opinion began to
reflect the complexities of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict and broader Arab-Israeli
tensions. The 1973 Yom Kippur War and
subsequent oil crisis highlighted the
vulnerabilities of US foreign policy, prompting a
reevaluation of America's role in the region. As
the conflict continued and images of violence
emerged in the media, the American public's
perception of Israel became more nuanced.
While many continued to support Israel, a
growing segment of the population began to
express concern over human rights issues and
the treatment of Palestinians, leading to
increased calls for a balanced approach in US

foreign policy.
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The 1980s and 1990s marked another
pivotal shift in public opinion, particularly
during the Oslo Accords and subsequent
peace initiatives. The promise of peace
generated a wave of optimism among
Americans, with many supporting
diplomatic efforts that aimed to resolve
longstanding conflicts. However, the
failure of these initiatives to produce
lasting peace led to frustration and
skepticism, which began to seep into
public discourse. The emergence of
grassroots movements advocating for
Palestinian rights and highlighting the
humanitarian impact of the conflict began
to alter the narrative around US-Israel
relations, illustrating the power of
activism and advocacy in shaping public

sentiment.
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In the 21st century, events such as the Second Intifada, the
Iraq War, and the rise of social media further complicated
public opinion. The advent of digital platforms allowed for
diverse voices and perspectives to gain traction, often
challenging traditional narratives that had dominated
mainstream media. As images of conflict circulated widely,
younger generations, in particular, began to question the
unconditional support for Israel. Surveys indicated a growing
divide among different demographic groups, with millennials
and Generation Z showing increased sympathy for Palestinian
perspectives while still recognizing Israel's right to exist. This
generational shift underscores the importance of
understanding how communication channels and cultural

contexts can influence perceptions of international relations.
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Today, the role of lobbying groups and
non-governmental organizations plays a
crucial role in shaping public opinion and
policy regarding US-Israel relations.
Organizations advocating for both pro-
Israel and pro-Palestinian positions have
become increasingly influential, adding
layers of complexity to the discourse. The
interplay between domestic politics, media
representation, and public sentiment
continues to evolve, highlighting the
importance of engaging with these
dynamics to understand the future of US-
Israel relations. As university students
navigate these issues, recognizing the
historical context of public opinion shifts
can provide valuable insights into the
ongoing debates surrounding US foreign
policy and its implications for both Israel

and Palestine.
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Media Coverage and Its Effects

Media coverage plays a crucial role in
shaping public perception and
understanding of U.S.-Israel relations.
Over the decades, the portrayal of both
nations in various media outlets has
influenced not only public opinion but also
the political landscape surrounding U.S.
foreign policy. In an era where information
is disseminated rapidly and widely, the
framing of stories related to Israel, its
conflicts, and its alliances can
significantly impact how policymakers
respond to events and issues. The media's
emphasis on specific narratives can either
bolster support for military aid and
defense cooperation or provoke skepticism

and dissent among the populace.
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The historical evolution of media coverage
regarding U.S.-Israel relations illustrates
a complex interplay between reporting and
policy. During critical periods, such as the
1967 Six-Day War or the 1973 Yom Kippur
War, media coverage often highlighted
Israel's strategic importance to U.S.
interests in the Middle East. This
portrayal, characterized by a focus on
Israel as a democratic ally in a tumultuous
region, reinforced the rationale for
military support and economic assistance.
Conversely, reports that emphasize the
humanitarian crises faced by Palestinians
can lead to increased scrutiny of U.S.
policies and create pressure for changes
in aid distribution or diplomatic

strategies.
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The influence of lobbying groups and non-
governmental organizations (NGOs) cannot
be overlooked in the context of media
coverage. These entities often engage with
journalists to promote specific narratives
that align with their agendas, whether
those pertain to increased support for
Israel or advocacy for Palestinian rights.
The resulting media portrayal can create a
feedback loop where public sentiment is
shaped by the stories that dominate
headlines, which in turn influences the
priorities of policymakers. This dynamic
underscores the importance of critically
evaluating media representations and
recognizing the underlying biases that may

exist.
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Public opinion, as shaped by media
coverage, plays a significant role in the
domestic political arena. Politicians often
align their positions on U.S.-Israel
relations with prevailing public
sentiments, especially during election
cycles. Media narratives that resonate
with voters can sway political leaders to
adopt more hawkish or dovish stances,
reflecting the interests of their
constituents. As such, the media serves as
both a mirror and a molder of public
opinion, underscoring the need for a well-
informed electorate that can engage with

the complexities of U.S.-Israel relations.
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In conclusion, the effects of media
coverage on U.S.-Israel relations are
profound and multifaceted. As
students of international relations
and political science, it is essential to
critically analyze the sources and
narratives that inform public
discourse. Understanding the
historical context and the evolving
relationship between media
representation and policy decisions
will equip future leaders and citizens
to navigate the complexities of U.S.-
Israel relations with greater insight
and awareness. Recognizing the power
of media in shaping perceptions can
lead to more informed discussions and
potentially more balanced approaches
to diplomacy and cooperation in the

region.
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The Role of Social Media in
Modern Discourse

The role of social media in modern discourse
has become increasingly significant,
particularly in the context of US-Israel
relations. With platforms like Twitter, Facebook,
and Instagram, information can be
disseminated rapidly, allowing for a diverse
range of voices to participate in conversations
that shape public perception and policy. These
platforms have transformed how individuals
and organizations engage with political events
and discussions, creating an environment where
narratives can be constructed and contested in
real-time. For university students studying US
foreign policy, understanding the implications
of social media as a tool for advocacy and

information sharing is essential.
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Social media has empowered advocacy
groups and lobbying organizations to
amplify their messages and mobilize
support more effectively. In the realm of
US-Israel relations, various interest
groups leverage these platforms to
promote their agendas, whether in favor of
stronger military aid to Israel or
advocating for Palestinian rights. The
ability to reach a global audience
instantly allows these organizations to
gather support, share information, and
influence public opinion. This phenomenon
presents both opportunities and
challenges, as competing narratives vie
for attention, making it crucial for
students to critically analyze the

information they encounter online.

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel
167



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

Moreover, social media has altered the dynamics of political
discourse by enabling direct engagement between political
leaders and the public. In the context of US-Israel relations,
this has led to increased scrutiny of government policies and
actions. Politicians are now more accountable to their
constituents, who can express their views on social media and
demand responses. This shift can influence decision-making
processes, as elected officials consider public sentiment
expressed through these channels. Understanding how social
media shapes political accountability is vital for students

examining the complexities of US foreign policy.
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The rapid spread of information on social
media also raises concerns about
misinformation and the manipulation of
narratives. In the context of US-Israel
relations, false information can
exacerbate tensions and contribute to
polarized views. The challenge lies in
discerning credible sources from unreliable
ones, a skill that is essential for students
as they navigate the often-chaotic
landscape of online discourse. Engaging
with scholarly resources and credible
journalism becomes paramount in ensuring
informed discussions about US-Israel
relations and the broader implications for

Middle Eastern geopolitics.

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel
169



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

Finally, social media's role in shaping
public opinion extends to its impact on
cultural perceptions and representations
of US-Israel relations. Platforms facilitate
the sharing of personal stories and
experiences that humanize complex
geopolitical issues. Through viral content,
memes, and grassroots campaigns, social
media can challenge dominant narratives
and foster empathy. For university
students, this underscores the importance
of understanding the interplay between
media representation and political
realities, as they prepare to engage with
the multifaceted discourse surrounding
US-Israel relations and its implications for

future policies.
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The relationship between the
United States and Israel has
evolved through numerous
historical contexts, and as
we venture into the 21st
century, both nations face a
series of emerging
challenges and
opportunities that will shape
their future interactions.
Understanding these
dynamics is crucial for
university students studying
U.S. foreign policy and the
historical evolution of U.S.-

Israel relations.
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Key issues such as regional security concerns,
the influence of domestic politics, and the
changing landscape of international alliances
are pivotal in determining the trajectory of

bilateral relations.

One of the most pressing challenges is the
shifting geopolitical landscape in the Middle
East. Traditional alliances are being tested, and
new partnerships are forming, which could alter
the balance of power in the region. The rise of
non-state actors, the threat of terrorism, and
the ongoing conflicts in Syria and Yemen
complicate U.S. and Israeli security strategies.
Students should analyze how these factors
influence U.S. military aid and defense
cooperation with Israel and consider the
implications for American foreign policy as it
seeks to maintain stability while addressing the

evolving threats.
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Economic ties and trade agreements also
present both challenges and opportunities.
While the U.S. remains a significant
partner for Israel in terms of trade and
investment, there are increasing calls for
a reassessment of these economic
relationships in light of Israel's policies
towards Palestinians and broader regional
dynamics. This situation may prompt
debates within U.S. domestic politics,
where lobbying groups and NGOs play a
critical role in shaping public opinion and
influencing policy decisions.
Understanding these domestic influences
is essential for comprehending the
complexities of U.S.-Israel economic

relations.
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Additionally, the U.S.-Israel relationship is
influenced by the evolving nature of public
opinion and media representation. As
social media and alternative news sources
gain prominence, narratives surrounding
U.S.-Israel relations are diversifying. This
shift presents an opportunity for more
nuanced discussions but also poses
challenges as misinformation can spread
rapidly. Students must critically evaluate
how these trends affect U.S. foreign policy
and the peace process initiatives aimed at

resolving the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
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Finally, the role of strategic alliances in
addressing broader regional security
concerns cannot be overstated. As the
U.S. navigates its relationships with other
Middle Eastern countries, such as Saudi
Arabia and Eqgypt, the implications for
Israel's security and its diplomatic
standing in the region are profound.
Opportunities for collaboration on shared
interests, especially in counterterrorism
and economic development, may arise, yet
they must be balanced against the
historical complexities of U.S.-Israel
relations. By exploring these emerging
challenges and opportunities, university
students can gain a deeper understanding
of the multifaceted nature of U.S.-Israel
relations and their implications for future

policy directions.
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Spotlight

Israel has been vital to the US
goal of a secure Middle East as
it shifts focus to Russia and
China. The Trump
administration normalized
relations between Israel and
several Muslim-majority
countries, including the UAE,
Bahrain, and Morocco.
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Speculation indicates that
Hamas's October 7th, 2023,
attack aimed to disrupt US-
brokered talks for normalizing
relations between Israel and
Saudi Arabia to counter Iran, a
mutual adversary that funds
Hamas.
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The impact of global politics on US-Israel
relations is multifaceted, influenced by a
variety of international dynamics and
historical contexts. The geopolitical
landscape has undergone significant
changes since the establishment of Israel
in 1948, with shifting alliances and
conflicts in the Middle East reshaping the
priorities and strategies of US foreign
policy. The Cold War era, for example,
positioned Israel as a crucial ally against
Soviet influence in the region, leading to
an escalation in military aid and defense
cooperation. This foundational period
established a framework for the enduring
partnership that continues to evolve in

response to global political shifts.
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In the post-Cold War environment, the
United States has had to navigate an
increasingly complex Middle Eastern
landscape marked by the emergence of
non-state actors, the rise of radicalism,
and the challenge of nuclear proliferation.
The events of September 11, 20071, further
transformed US priorities, with
counterterrorism efforts becoming
paramount. Israel, facing its own security
threats, has often aligned its military
strategies with those of the United States,
reinforcing the bilateral defense
cooperation that has characterized the
relationship. This alignment has not only
bolstered Israel's military capahbilities but
has also allowed the US to maintain a

strategic foothold in a volatile region.
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Economic ties between the US and Israel
have also been shaped by global political
factors. The signing of the US-Israel Free
Trade Agreement in 1985 marked a
significant milestone, fostering a robust
economic partnership that has expanded
over the decades. The interplay of global
trade dynamics, domestic economic
policies, and international negotiations
has influenced this relationship, enabling
both countries to benefit from
technological advancements and shared
innovation. The economic collaboration
serves as a testament to how geopolitical
considerations can drive bilateral

agreements that enhance mutual interests.

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel
181



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

Domestic politics in both countries play a
critical role in shaping foreign policy
towards Israel. In the United States,
lobbying groups and political action
committees have been instrumental in
advocating for pro-lsrael policies,
influencing legislators to support military
aid and diplomatic initiatives. The
interplay between public opinion, media
representation, and political agendas can
significantly affect how US foreign policy
is crafted and implemented.
Simultaneously, Israeli domestic politics,
including electoral outcomes and public
sentiment, can impact its diplomatic
posture and willingness to engage in peace
negotiations, further complicating the

bilateral relationship.
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Finally, the ongoing conflicts in the Middle
East, particularly the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, continue to reverberate through
global politics, challenging US diplomacy
and complicating its strategic interests.
Attempts at peace process initiatives have
often been met with resistance, reflecting
deep-seated historical grievances and
regional rivalries. The US's role as a
mediator is influenced not only by its
geopolitical interests but also by the need
to address the concerns of various
stakeholders, including regional powers
and international organizations. As global
politics evolve, the relationship between
the US and Israel will undoubtedly be
shaped by these complexities, requiring a
nuanced understanding of historical

dynamics and contemporary challenges.
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Prospects for Gontinued
Cooperation

The prospects for continued cooperation
between the United States and Israel hinge
on a complex interplay of historical ties,
strategic interests, and evolving
geopolitical dynamics. As both nations
navigate the changing landscape of
international relations, their enduring
partnership remains rooted in shared
democratic values and mutual security
concerns. The historical evolution of US-
Israel relations reveals a foundation built
on military aid, economic cooperation, and
a commitment to addressing regional
threats, which are likely to persist in the

foreseeable future.
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Military aid and defense cooperation will
continue to be a cornerstone of US-Israel
relations. The United States has
consistently provided Israel with
significant military assistance, enhancing
its defense capabilities amidst ongoing
regional tensions. This assistance is often
justified by the need to maintain a
qualitative military edge over adversaries
in the Middle East. Future cooperation in
defense technology, intelligence sharing,
and joint military exercises will likely
strengthen this relationship, particularly
as both nations face emerging threats,
such as cybersecurity challenges and the
proliferation of advanced weaponry among

hostile actors.
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Between 2009-2013 and 2014-2018,
Israel's arms imports rose by 354%,
with 64% of total imports in 2014-
2018 coming from the US.
Concurrently, the US shows interest in
acquiring Israel's Iron Dome Anti-
Missile System, a product of US-Israeli
defense collaboration. According to
the US-Israel Strategic Partnership
Act 2014, US policy should ensure
assistance for Israel's David's Sling,
Arrow Weapon System, and Iron Dome

upon request.
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Economic ties and trade agreements also
play a crucial role in fostering US-Israel
cooperation. The two nations benefit from
a robust bilateral trade relationship,
underpinned by a Free Trade Agreement
that has facilitated increased commerce in
various sectors, including technology,
agriculture, and defense. As Israel
continues to emerge as a global hub for
innovation and technology, the United
States stands to gain from further
collaboration in these areas. Continued
investment in joint ventures and research
initiatives will not only bolster economic
ties but also enhance the overall strategic

partnership.
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Domestic politics in both countries
significantly influence the trajectory of
US-Israel relations. In the United States,
lobbying groups such as AIPAC and other
pro-lsrael organizations play a pivotal role
in shaping foreign policy. These groups
advocate for continued support for Israel,
emphasizing the shared values and
strategic interests that underpin the
relationship. In Israel, political shifts and
evolving leadership can impact perceptions
of the US and its policies. Understanding
these domestic political dynamics is
essential for predicting future cooperation
and addressing any potential rifts that

may arise.
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Finally, public opinion and media
representation of US-Israel relations are
critical factors in sustaining cooperation.
As social media and digital platforms
increasingly shape narratives and
influence perceptions, both countries must
navigate the complexities of public
sentiment. Engaging with diverse
viewpoints and fostering dialogue around
the partnership is vital for maintaining
strong ties. As students of international
relations, it is important to recognize that
the future of US-Israel cooperation will
depend not only on strategic interests but
also on the ability to address public
concerns and foster a nuanced

understanding of the partnership.
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U.S. President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu
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U.S. President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu

Going Further: Suggested Reading

https://www.institutmontaigne.org/en/expressions/what-

future-relationship-between-united-states-and-israel
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