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T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s  i s  r o o t e d  i n  a  c o m p l e x  i n t e r p l a y

o f  p o l i t i c a l ,  s o c i a l ,  a n d  e c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s

t h a t  h a v e  e v o l v e d  o v e r  s e v e r a l  d e c a d e s .

T h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  c a n

b e  t r a c e d  b a c k  t o  t h e  l a t e  1 9 t h  a n d  e a r l y

2 0 t h  c e n t u r i e s ,  w h e n  t h e  Z i o n i s t  m o v e m e n t

b e g a n  t o  g a i n  t r a c t i o n ,  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  t h e

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  J e w i s h  h o m e l a n d  i n

P a l e s t i n e .  D u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  A m e r i c a n

P r o t e s t a n t  g r o u p s  e x p r e s s e d  s u p p o r t  f o r

J e w i s h  a s p i r a t i o n s ,  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  b o t h

r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  i d e a l s .  T h e

a f t e r m a t h  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e

H o l o c a u s t ,  f u r t h e r  i n t e n s i f i e d  A m e r i c a n

s y m p a t h y  t o w a r d s  t h e  J e w i s h  p l i g h t ,

c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s '  1 9 4 7

r e s o l u t i o n  t o  p a r t i t i o n  P a l e s t i n e ,  w h i c h  l e d

t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  I s r a e l  i n  1 9 4 8 .
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I n  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  I s r a e l ' s

d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  a d o p t e d  a  c a u t i o u s  a p p r o a c h

t o w a r d s  t h e  n e w  s t a t e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e

g e o p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  s h i f t e d  d r a m a t i c a l l y

a f t e r  t h e  1 9 6 7  S i x - D a y  W a r ,  w h i c h

s o l i d i f i e d  I s r a e l ' s  p o s i t i o n  a s  a  k e y  a l l y  i n

t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  T h e  w a r  n o t  o n l y  a l t e r e d

t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  d y n a m i c s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n  b u t

a l s o  u n d e r s c o r e d  I s r a e l ' s  m i l i t a r y

c a p a b i l i t i e s .  T h e  U . S .  b e g a n  t o  p e r c e i v e

I s r a e l  a s  a  v i t a l  p a r t n e r  i n  c o n t a i n i n g

S o v i e t  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  w h i c h

l a i d  t h e  g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  i n c r e a s e d  m i l i t a r y

a i d  a n d  d e f e n s e  c o o p e r a t i o n .  T h i s

s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r s h i p  w a s  f u r t h e r

s o l i d i f i e d  b y  t h e  s h a r e d  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s

a n d  c u l t u r a l  t i e s  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e

t w o  n a t i o n s .
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T h e  1 9 7 0 s  m a r k e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  t u r n i n g

p o i n t  i n  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y

w i t h  t h e  s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  C a m p  D a v i d

A c c o r d s  i n  1 9 7 8 ,  w h i c h  f a c i l i t a t e d  a  p e a c e

t r e a t y  b e t w e e n  I s r a e l  a n d  E g y p t .  T h i s

d i p l o m a t i c  m i l e s t o n e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s '  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  f o s t e r i n g

p e a c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y

r e i n f o r c i n g  i t s  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  I s r a e l .  T h e

s u b s e q u e n t  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d

e c o n o m i c  s u p p o r t  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  U . S .  t o

I s r a e l  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  a  r o b u s t

b i l a t e r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h i s  p e r i o d  a l s o  s a w

t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  i n f l u e n t i a l  l o b b y i n g

g r o u p s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  A m e r i c a n  I s r a e l  P u b l i c

A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  ( A I P A C ) ,  w h i c h  p l a y e d  a

c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  U . S .  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y

t o w a r d s  I s r a e l  b y  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  m i l i t a r y

a i d  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  v a r i o u s  i n i t i a t i v e s .
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A s  t h e  g eo p o l i t ica l  la n d s ca p e  in  t h e  M id d le  E a s t

co n t in u ed  t o  ev o lv e ,  t h e  U . S .  f o u n d  i t s e l f

in v o lv ed  in  mu l t ip le  co n f l ic t s  t h a t  f u r t h er

h ig h l ig h t ed  t h e  imp o r t a n ce  o f  i t s  r e la t io n s h ip

wi t h  I s r a e l .  Th e  G u l f  Wa r  in  t h e  ea r ly  1 9 9 0 s  a n d

t h e  s u b s eq u en t  Os lo  A cco r d s  in  1 9 9 3  ma r k ed  a

n ew er a  o f  d ip lo ma t ic  en g a g emen t ,  wh er e  t h e

U . S .  a c t iv e ly  f a c i l i t a t ed  n eg o t ia t io n s  b et ween

I s r a e l  a n d  t h e  P a les t in ia n  lea d er s h ip .  Th es e

ef f o r t s  s h o wca s ed  a  d u a l  a p p r o a ch  o f

s u p p o r t in g  I s r a e l 's  s ecu r i t y  wh i le  p r o mo t in g  a

f r a m ewo r k  f o r  p ea ce  t h a t  a d d r es s ed  P a les t in ia n

a s p i r a t io n s .  H o wev er,  t h e  co mp lex i t ies  o f

d o m es t ic  p o l i t ics  in  t h e  U . S . a ls o  b eg a n  t o

in f lu en ce  f o r e ig n  p o l icy  d ec is io n s ,  a s  p u b l ic

o p in io n  a n d  t h e  med ia 's  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e

co n f l ic t  p la y ed  in c r ea s in g ly  s ig n i f ica n t  r o les  in

s h a p in g  t h e  n a r r a t iv e  s u r r o u n d in g  U S- I s r a e l

r e la t io n s .
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I n  t h e  2 1 s t  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  h a s

c o n t i n u e d  t o  e v o l v e  a g a i n s t  t h e  b a c k d r o p

o f  r e g i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  c o n c e r n s  a n d  s h i f t i n g

a l l i a n c e s .  T h e  t h r e a t  p o s e d  b y  I r a n ,  t h e

r i s e  o f  e x t r e m i s t  g r o u p s ,  a n d  t h e  o n g o i n g

I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  c o n f l i c t  h a v e

n e c e s s i t a t e d  a  r e e v a l u a t i o n  o f  s t r a t e g i e s

a n d  p a r t n e r s h i p s  w i t h i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  e c o n o m i c  t i e s  a n d  t r a d e

a g r e e m e n t s  h a v e  f u r t h e r  s o l i d i f i e d  t h e

r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  w i t h  I s r a e l  b e c o m i n g  a  k e y

p l a y e r  i n  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  d e f e n s e

i n d u s t r i e s .  A s  t h e  U . S .  g r a p p l e s  w i t h  i t s

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  o b j e c t i v e s ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f

l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s ,  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  a n d

h i s t o r i c a l  l e g a c i e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s h a p e

t h e  t r a j e c t o r y  o f  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e

y e a r s  t o  c o m e .
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Key Events Leading to Formal

Recognition
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Th e f o r m a l  r eco g n i t io n  o f  I s r a e l  b y  t h e  U n i t ed

St a t es  m a r k ed  a  p iv o t a l  mo men t  in  t h e  h is t o r y

o f  U S- I s r a e l  r e la t io n s ,  wh ich  h a d  b een  s h a p ed

b y  a  s er ies  o f  k ey  ev en t s  lea d in g  u p  t o  t h is

s ig n i f ica n t  a ck n o wled g men t .  Th e  en d  o f  Wo r ld

Wa r  I I  a n d  t h e  H o lo ca u s t  u n d er s co r ed  t h e

u r g en cy  o f  es t a b l is h in g  a  J ewis h  h o mela n d ,

cu lm in a t in g  in  t h e  U n i t ed  N a t io n s '  1 9 4 7

p a r t i t io n  p la n  f o r  P a les t in e .  Th is  p la n  p r o p o s ed

t h e  c r ea t io n  o f  J ewis h  a n d  A r a b  s t a t es ,  wh ich

f o s t er ed  a  d eep  s en s e  o f  u r g en cy  a mo n g  J ewis h

lea d er s  in  t h e  U n i t ed  S t a t es  a n d  a r o u n d  t h e

wo r ld .  A d v o ca cy  f o r  t h e  r eco g n i t io n  o f  I s r a e l

g a in ed  m o men t u m a s  A mer ica n  J ewis h

o r g a n iz a t io n s  mo b i l i z ed  r es o u r ces  a n d  p u b l ic

o p in io n  in  f a v o r  o f  t h e  J ewis h  ca u s e ,  r e f lec t in g

a  g r o win g  a wa r en es s  o f  t h e  n eed  f o r  a  s ecu r e

h a v en  f o r  J ews .
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A s  t e n s i o n s  e s c a l a t e d  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  t h e

1 9 4 8  A r a b - I s r a e l i  W a r  b e c a m e  a  d e f i n i n g

m o m e n t  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  t h e  n e w l y  d e c l a r e d  S t a t e

o f  I s r a e l .  T h e  U S  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  l e d  b y

P r e s i d e n t  H a r r y  S .  Tr u m a n ,  f a c e d  i n t e n s e

p r e s s u r e  f r o m  v a r i o u s  f a c t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g

i n f l u e n t i a l  J e w i s h  l e a d e r s  a n d  a c t i v i s t s .

D e s p i t e  i n i t i a l  h e s i t a t i o n s ,  Tr u m a n

r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  I s r a e l  a s  a

s t r a t e g i c  a l l y  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  T h e  w a r ' s

o u t c o m e ,  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e d  I s r a e l ' s

i n d e p e n d e n c e ,  f u r t h e r  s o l i d i f i e d  A m e r i c a n

s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  n a s c e n t  s t a t e ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g

h o w  m i l i t a r y  c o n f l i c t s  o f t e n  i n f l u e n c e

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s .
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U.S. President Harry S. Truman with map of the State of Israel.
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I n  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  I s r a e l ' s

e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,  a  s e r i e s  o f  d i p l o m a t i c

i n i t i a t i v e s  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e  e v o l v i n g  n a t u r e

o f  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s .  T h e  E i s e n h o w e r

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  S u e z

C r i s i s  i n  1 9 5 6  d e m o n s t r a t e d  a  b a l a n c i n g

a c t  b e t w e e n  s u p p o r t i n g  I s r a e l  a n d

m a i n t a i n i n g  s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  A r a b  w o r l d .

T h e  U S  s o u g h t  t o  p o s i t i o n  i t s e l f  a s  a

m e d i a t o r  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s

e s s e n t i a l  f o r  i t s  b r o a d e r  g e o p o l i t i c a l

i n t e r e s t s  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l d  W a r .  T h i s

c o m p l e x  d y n a m i c  p a v e d  t h e  w a y  f o r  d e e p e r

m i l i t a r y  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  e c o n o m i c  t i e s ,

l a y i n g  t h e  g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  f u t u r e  a i d

p a c k a g e s  a n d  s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r s h i p s  t h a t

w o u l d  d e f i n e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .
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T h e  1 9 6 7  S i x - D a y  W a r  f u r t h e r  t r a n s f o r m e d

U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s ,  a s  I s r a e l ' s  d e c i s i v e

v i c t o r y  a g a i n s t  i t s  n e i g h b o r s  s h i f t e d  t h e

b a l a n c e  o f  p o w e r  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  e m e r g e d  a s  a  k e y  a l l y ,  p r o v i d i n g

m i l i t a r y  a i d  a n d  s u p p o r t  t h a t  r e i n f o r c e d

I s r a e l ' s  p o s i t i o n .  T h e  w a r  n o t  o n l y

s o l i d i f i e d  A m e r i c a ’ s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  I s r a e l ' s

s e c u r i t y  b u t  a l s o  u n d e r s c o r e d  r e g i o n a l

s e c u r i t y  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  p r o m p t e d  t h e  U S  t o

v i e w  I s r a e l  a s  a  c r i t i c a l  p a r t n e r  i n

c o u n t e r i n g  S o v i e t  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  M i d d l e

E a s t .  T h i s  p e r i o d  m a r k e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t

e s c a l a t i o n  i n  m i l i t a r y  a i d ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  h o w

c o n f l i c t s  c a n  c a t a l y z e  f o r m a l  r e c o g n i t i o n

a n d  s u p p o r t .



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

16

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

D o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  p l a y e d  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y

c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  U S  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y

t o w a r d s  I s r a e l .  T h e  r i s e  o f  l o b b y i n g

g r o u p s  a n d  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n

b e c a m e  e v i d e n t  a s  p r o - I s r a e l  s e n t i m e n t

g r e w  w i t h i n  A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y .  P o l i t i c a l

l e a d e r s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  e l e c t o r a l

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  J e w i s h  v o t e r s  a n d

e v a n g e l i c a l  C h r i s t i a n  s u p p o r t  f o r  I s r a e l ,

l e a d i n g  t o  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  f a v o r e d  s t r o n g  U S -

I s r a e l  t i e s .  T h e  i n t e r p l a y  b e t w e e n  d o m e s t i c

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s

u l t i m a t e l y  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  a  r o b u s t

p a r t n e r s h i p  t h a t  w o u l d  e n d u r e ,  w i t h  f o r m a l

r e c o g n i t i o n  s e r v i n g  a s  a  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f

t h i s  e v o l v i n g  r e l a t i o n s h i p .

The Impact of World War II and

the Holocaust
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T h e  i m p a c t  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I I  a n d  t h e

H o l o c a u s t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s h a p e d  t h e

g e o p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  o f  t h e  p o s t - w a r  e r a ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n f l u e n c i n g  U . S .  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y

t o w a r d s  I s r a e l .  T h e  h o r r o r s  o f  t h e

H o l o c a u s t ,  w h e r e  s i x  m i l l i o n  J e w s

p e r i s h e d ,  g a l v a n i z e d  g l o b a l  o p i n i o n  a n d

c r e a t e d  a  m o r a l  i m p e r a t i v e  f o r  t h e

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  J e w i s h  s t a t e .  A s

s u r v i v o r s  e m e r g e d  f r o m  t h e  d e v a s t a t i o n  o f

E u r o p e ,  t h e  u r g e n c y  t o  p r o v i d e  a  s a f e

h a v e n  f o r  J e w i s h  p e o p l e  b e c a m e

i n c r e a s i n g l y  a p p a r e n t .  T h i s  h u m a n i t a r i a n

c r i s i s  p r o m p t e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  t o

r e c o n s i d e r  i t s  s t a n c e  o n  J e w i s h

i m m i g r a t i o n  a n d  s u p p o r t  f o r  a  h o m e l a n d  i n

P a l e s t i n e ,  l a y i n g  t h e  g r o u n d w o r k  f o r

f u t u r e  d i p l o m a t i c  e n g a g e m e n t s  a n d  p o l i c y

d e c i s i o n s .
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T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  I s r a e l  i n  1 9 4 8  w a s  a

d i r e c t  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h i s  n e w f o u n d

u r g e n c y .  T h e  U . S .  r e c o g n i z e d  I s r a e l  s h o r t l y

a f t e r  i t s  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  i n d e p e n d e n c e ,

m a r k i n g  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s h i f t  i n  A m e r i c a n

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  T h i s  r e c o g n i t i o n  w a s  n o t

m e r e l y  a  p o l i t i c a l  m a n e u v e r  b u t  a l s o  a

r e f l e c t i o n  o f  d e e p e r  h u m a n i t a r i a n  c o n c e r n s

s t e m m i n g  f r o m  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  W o r l d

W a r  I I .  T h e  U . S .  s o u g h t  t o  a l i g n  i t s e l f  w i t h

t h e  e m e r g i n g  s t a t e ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  i t s

p o t e n t i a l  a s  a  d e m o c r a t i c  a l l y  i n  a  v o l a t i l e

r e g i o n .  T h i s  a l i g n m e n t  w a s  f u r t h e r

s o l i d i f i e d  t h r o u g h  m i l i t a r y  a n d  e c o n o m i c

a i d ,  a s  t h e  U . S .  a i m e d  t o  s u p p o r t  I s r a e l ’ s

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  s e c u r i t y  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f

o n g o i n g  r e g i o n a l  c o n f l i c t s .
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I n  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  w a r ,  t h e  U . S .

b e g a n  t o  v i e w  I s r a e l  a s  a  s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r

i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  T h e  g e o p o l i t i c a l

d y n a m i c s  o f  t h e  C o l d  W a r  f u r t h e r

i n f l u e n c e d  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  a s  b o t h  t h e

U . S .  a n d  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  s o u g h t  t o

e x p a n d  t h e i r  s p h e r e s  o f  i n f l u e n c e .  I s r a e l ' s

d e m o c r a t i c  g o v e r n m e n t ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  i t s

s t r a t e g i c  l o c a t i o n ,  m a d e  i t  a n  a t t r a c t i v e

a l l y  i n  c o u n t e r i n g  S o v i e t  e x p a n s i o n i s m .

T h e  U . S .  p r o v i d e d  n o t  o n l y  m i l i t a r y

a s s i s t a n c e  b u t  a l s o  e c o n o m i c  s u p p o r t ,

w h i c h  h e l p e d  I s r a e l  b u i l d  i t s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e

a n d  e c o n o m y ,  f a c i l i t a t i n g  i t s  i n t e g r a t i o n

i n t o  t h e  W e s t e r n  b l o c  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l d  W a r

e r a .
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D o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  U . S .  a l s o  p l a y e d  a

c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p

b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  n a t i o n s .  T h e  p o s t - w a r

n a r r a t i v e  s u r r o u n d i n g  t h e  H o l o c a u s t

i n s t i l l e d  a  s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a m o n g

A m e r i c a n  p o l i c y m a k e r s  a n d  c i t i z e n s  a l i k e .

A d v o c a c y  g r o u p s ,  m a n y  o f  w h i c h  e m e r g e d

i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  o f  W o r l d  W a r

I I ,  b e c a m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n

p r o m o t i n g  p r o - I s r a e l  s e n t i m e n t s .  T h i s

g r a s s r o o t s  s u p p o r t ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  l o b b y i n g

e f f o r t s ,  h e l p e d  c r e a t e  a  p o l i t i c a l

e n v i r o n m e n t  c o n d u c i v e  t o  s t r o n g  U . S . -

I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s .  A s  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  s h i f t e d

i n  f a v o r  o f  s u p p o r t i n g  I s r a e l ,  p o l i c y m a k e r s

f o u n d  i t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  p o l i t i c a l l y

a d v a n t a g e o u s  t o  a l i g n  t h e i r  p o l i c i e s  w i t h

t h e s e  s e n t i m e n t s .
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T h e  l e g a c y  o f  W o r l d  W a r  I I  a n d  t h e

H o l o c a u s t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  r e s o n a t e  i n

c o n t e m p o r a r y  U . S . - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s .  T h e

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e s e  e v e n t s  h a s

i n f o r m e d  o n g o i n g  d e b a t e s  a b o u t  m i l i t a r y

a i d ,  d e f e n s e  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  d i p l o m a t i c

e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  A s  t h e  U . S .

n a v i g a t e s  c o m p l e x  g e o p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e s ,

t h e  m o r a l  i m p e r a t i v e s  r o o t e d  i n  t h e

a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  H o l o c a u s t  r e m a i n  a

d r i v i n g  f o r c e  i n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s .

Going deeper: Research Links and Suggested reading

https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/library/online-

collections/recognition-of-state-of-israel

https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/library/online-collections/recognition-of-state-of-israel


Page 22

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

02

Military Aid and Defense

Cooperation



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

23

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

Early Military

Aid Initiatives

Early Military Aid Initiatives

in the context of US-Israel

relations laid the

groundwork for a unique

partnership that would

evolve over decades. The

origins of military assistance

can be traced back to the

immediate post-World War II

period when the United

States began to reassess its

role in the Middle East. As

Israel declared

independence in 1948, the

nascent state faced

existential threats from

neighboring Arab nations.
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The US, initially reluctant to provide direct military support,

began to recognize the strategic importance of Israel as a

democratic ally in a volatile region. This recognition was rooted

in a broader Cold War strategy aimed at containing Soviet

in�uence, which was perceived to be expanding in the Middle

East through support for Arab states.

In the early 1950s, the United States initiated a series of

military aid programs aimed at bolstering Israel's defense

capabilities. These initiatives were modest in scale, focusing

primarily on the provision of surplus military equipment and

limited �nancial assistance. The �rst signi�cant military aid

package came after the 1956 Suez Crisis, when the US sought

to reassert its in�uence following British and French

intervention. The Eisenhower administration leveraged military

aid as a tool to stabilize Israel while simultaneously promoting

peace in the region. This marked a pivotal shift in US policy, as

military assistance became intertwined with diplomatic efforts

aimed at fostering negotiations between Israel and its Arab

neighbors.
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A s  t h e  1 9 6 0 s  p r o g r e s s e d ,  t h e  U S - I s r a e l

m i l i t a r y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  d e e p e n e d

s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  w a k e  o f

t h e  S i x - D a y  W a r  i n  1 9 6 7 .  I s r a e l ’ s  r a p i d

m i l i t a r y  s u c c e s s  a g a i n s t  i t s  a d v e r s a r i e s

h i g h l i g h t e d  i t s  s t r a t e g i c  v a l u e  t o  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  I n  r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  J o h n s o n

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n i t i a t e d  a  m o r e  r o b u s t

m i l i t a r y  a i d  p r o g r a m  t h a t  i n c l u d e d

a d v a n c e d  w e a p o n r y  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n c e

s h a r i n g .  T h i s  p e r i o d  a l s o  s a w  t h e

e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  m i l i t a r y  c o o p e r a t i o n

a g r e e m e n t s  t h a t  e n a b l e d  j o i n t  t r a i n i n g

e x e r c i s e s  a n d  l o g i s t i c a l  s u p p o r t .  T h e  U S

b e g a n  t o  v i e w  I s r a e l  n o t  o n l y  a s  a  p a r t n e r

i n  t h e  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  c o m m u n i s m  b u t  a l s o

a s  a  s t a b i l i z i n g  f o r c e  i n  a  r e g i o n  m a r k e d

b y  c o n f l i c t  a n d  i n s t a b i l i t y .
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T h e  1 9 7 0 s  w i t n e s s e d  a  f u r t h e r  e x p a n s i o n

o f  m i l i t a r y  a i d  a s  I s r a e l  f a c e d  n e w

c h a l l e n g e s ,  n o t a b l y  d u r i n g  t h e  Yo m  K i p p u r

W a r  i n  1 9 7 3 .  T h e  U S  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e

c o n f l i c t  s o l i d i f i e d  i t s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o

I s r a e l ’ s  s e c u r i t y .  T h e  N i x o n  a n d  F o r d

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  u n d e r t o o k  u n p r e c e d e n t e d

m e a s u r e s  t o  r e p l e n i s h  I s r a e l i  m i l i t a r y

s u p p l i e s  a n d  p r o v i d e  f i n a n c i a l  a i d .  T h i s

e r a  a l s o  s a w  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e

" M e m o r a n d u m  o f  U n d e r s t a n d i n g "

f r a m e w o r k ,  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e d  l o n g - t e r m

c o m m i t m e n t s  f o r  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e .  T h e

s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r s h i p  b e g a n  t o  e v o l v e  i n t o

a  m o r e  f o r m a l i z e d  a r r a n g e m e n t ,

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n n u a l

f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  t h a t  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n

f o r  I s r a e l ’ s  m i l i t a r y  s u p e r i o r i t y  i n  t h e

r e g i o n .
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B y  t h e  l a t e  1 9 7 0 s  a n d  i n t o  t h e  1 9 8 0 s ,

m i l i t a r y  a i d  i n i t i a t i v e s  b e c a m e  a

c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  U S  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  t o w a r d s

I s r a e l ,  r e f l e c t i n g  b o t h  t h e  g e o p o l i t i c a l

r e a l i t i e s  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  a n d  d o m e s t i c

p o l i t i c a l  d y n a m i c s  w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s .  L o b b y i n g  g r o u p s  a n d  a d v o c a c y

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p l a y e d  i n c r e a s i n g l y

i n f l u e n t i a l  r o l e s  i n  s h a p i n g  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n

a n d  p r o m o t i n g  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  a s  a

m e a n s  o f  e n s u r i n g  I s r a e l ’ s  s e c u r i t y .  T h e s e

e a r l y  m i l i t a r y  a i d  i n i t i a t i v e s  n o t  o n l y

s t r e n g t h e n e d  t h e  U S - I s r a e l  a l l i a n c e  b u t

a l s o  e s t a b l i s h e d  a  p r e c e d e n t  f o r  f u t u r e

c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  a r e a s  s u c h  a s  d e f e n s e

t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s h a r i n g ,  w h i c h

c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  p i v o t a l  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f

c o n t e m p o r a r y  s e c u r i t y  c h a l l e n g e s  i n  t h e

r e g i o n .
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The 1973 Yom Kippur War and

Its Aftermath

The 1973 Yom Kippur War, also known as the October War,

marked a signi�cant turning point in the Middle East and had

profound implications for US-Israel relations. Initiated by a

coalition of Arab states led by Egypt and Syria on the Jewish

holy day of Yom Kippur, the con�ict aimed to reclaim territories

lost to Israel during the 1967 Six-Day War. The surprise attack

caught Israel off guard, leading to intense �ghting that lasted

for nearly three weeks. The United States, under President

Richard Nixon and Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, played a

crucial role during the war, providing military aid and logistical

support to Israel, which ultimately in�uenced the outcome of

the con�ict.
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T h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  w a r  r e s h a p e d  n o t

o n l y  t h e  g e o p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  o f  t h e

M i d d l e  E a s t  b u t  a l s o  t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f  U S

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  t o w a r d s  I s r a e l .  F o l l o w i n g

t h e  i n i t i a l  m i l i t a r y  s e t b a c k s ,  I s r a e l

m a n a g e d  t o  t u r n  t h e  t i d e  a n d  s e c u r e  a

m i l i t a r y  a d v a n t a g e ,  b u t  t h e  c o n f l i c t

h i g h l i g h t e d  v u l n e r a b i l i t i e s  i n  i t s  s e c u r i t y

a n d  r a i s e d  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l

a m b i t i o n s .  T h e  w a r  p r o m p t e d  a

r e e v a l u a t i o n  o f  U S  s t r a t e g y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,

a s  t h e  N i x o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e

n e e d  t o  e n g a g e  i n  d i p l o m a t i c  e f f o r t s  t o

s t a b i l i z e  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  p r e v e n t  f u t u r e

c o n f l i c t s .  T h i s  l e d  t o  a  s e r i e s  o f

n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  C a m p

D a v i d  A c c o r d s  o f  1 9 7 8 ,  w h i c h  e s t a b l i s h e d

a  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  p e a c e  b e t w e e n  I s r a e l  a n d

E g y p t ,  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  a l t e r i n g  t h e  r e g i o n a l

b a l a n c e  o f  p o w e r .
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U S  m i l i t a r y  a i d  t o  I s r a e l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y

e x p a n d e d  i n  t h e  w a k e  o f  t h e  Yo m  K i p p u r

W a r ,  a s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s o u g h t  t o

b o l s t e r  i t s  a l l y  a g a i n s t  p o t e n t i a l  f u t u r e

t h r e a t s .  T h i s  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e  b e c a m e  a

c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s ,

r e f l e c t i n g  a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  I s r a e l ' s

s e c u r i t y  t h a t  w o u l d  e n d u r e  f o r  d e c a d e s .

T h e  w a r  a l s o  i n f l u e n c e d  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s

i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a s  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n

r e g a r d i n g  I s r a e l  b e g a n  t o  s h i f t .  T h e

A m e r i c a n  J e w i s h  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  p r o - I s r a e l

l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s ,  s u c h  a s  A I P A C ,  g a i n e d

i n c r e a s e d  i n f l u e n c e  i n  s h a p i n g  U S  p o l i c y ,

a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  r o b u s t  m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t  a n d

e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e  o f

I s r a e l  a s  a  d e m o c r a t i c  a l l y  i n  a  v o l a t i l e

r e g i o n .
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E c o n o m i c a l l y ,  t h e  Yo m  K i p p u r  W a r

c a t a l y z e d  c l o s e r  t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  U S  a n d

I s r a e l ,  a s  t h e  l a t t e r  e m e r g e d  a s  a  k e y

p a r t n e r  i n  d e f e n s e  t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  m i l i t a r y

i n n o v a t i o n .  T h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t

s a w  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  v a r i o u s  t r a d e

a g r e e m e n t s  a n d  e c o n o m i c  p a r t n e r s h i p s

t h a t  w o u l d  e n h a n c e  I s r a e l ' s  i n d u s t r i a l

c a p a b i l i t i e s  a n d  i n t e g r a t e  i t s  e c o n o m y

m o r e  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h a t  o f  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s .  T h e s e  e c o n o m i c  t i e s  w e r e  n o t

m e r e l y  t r a n s a c t i o n a l ;  t h e y  w e r e  a l s o

r o o t e d  i n  s h a r e d  v a l u e s  a n d  s t r a t e g i c

i n t e r e s t s ,  a s  b o t h  n a t i o n s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  a d d r e s s i n g

r e g i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  c o n c e r n s  a n d  c o u n t e r i n g

S o v i e t  i n f l u e n c e  d u r i n g  t h e  C o l d  W a r .
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T h e  Yo m  K i p p u r  W a r  a n d  i t s  a f t e r m a t h  s e t

t h e  s t a g e  f o r  a  c o m p l e x  i n t e r p l a y  o f

d i p l o m a c y ,  m i l i t a r y  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d

e c o n o m i c  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  U S

a n d  I s r a e l .  T h e  e v e n t s  o f  1 9 7 3

u n d e r s c o r e d  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  r e g i o n a l

s e c u r i t y  a n d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  s u s t a i n e d  U S

e n g a g e m e n t  i n  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  a f f a i r s .  A s

t h e  U S  s o u g h t  t o  n a v i g a t e  t h e  b r o a d e r

i m p l i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  w a r ,  t h e  e v o l v i n g

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  I s r a e l  b e c a m e  a  d e f i n i n g

a s p e c t  o f  i t s  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  T h e  c o n f l i c t

a n d  i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e s o n a t e

i n  c o n t e m p o r a r y  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  U S -

I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s ,  i n f l u e n c i n g  d e b a t e s  o n

m i l i t a r y  a i d ,  t r a d e ,  a n d  t h e  p e a c e  p r o c e s s ,

a s  w e l l  a s  s h a p i n g  p u b l i c  p e r c e p t i o n  a n d

m e d i a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s .
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Modern Defense Collaboration

and Technological Exchange

M o d er n  d ef en s e  co l la b o r a t io n  b et ween  t h e

U n i t ed  S t a t es  a n d  I s r a e l  h a s  ev o lv ed  in t o  a

m u l t i f a cet ed  p a r t n er s h ip ,  u n d er p in n ed  b y

m u t u a l  s t r a t eg ic  in t e r es t s  a n d  t ech n o lo g ica l

a d v a n cem en t s .  Th is  co l la b o r a t io n  is  n o t  o n ly

r o o t ed  in  h is t o r ica l  t ies  b u t  a ls o  in f lu en ced  b y

co n t em p o r a r y  s ecu r i t y  t h r ea t s  t h a t  b o t h

n a t io n s  f a ce .  Th e  p o s t - 9 / 1 1  s ecu r i t y

en v i r o n m en t  h a s  in t en s i f ied  t h e  n eed  f o r

co o p er a t iv e  d ef en s e  in i t ia t iv es ,  lea d in g  t o

en h a n ced  mi l i t a r y  a id ,  jo in t  ex er c is es ,  a n d

s h a r ed  in t e l l ig en ce .  Th e  U . S .  h a s  r eco g n iz ed

I s r a e l  a s  a  c r i t ica l  a l l y  in  t h e  M id d le  E a s t ,

p a r t icu la r ly  g iv en  i t s  g eo g r a p h ica l  lo ca t io n  a n d

m i l i t a r y  ca p a b i l i t ies ,  wh ich  s er v e  a s  a

co u n t er b a la n ce  t o  p o t en t ia l  a d v er s a r ies  in  t h e

r eg io n .
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Te c h n o l o g i c a l  e x c h a n g e  h a s  b e c o m e  a

c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  t h e  U . S . - I s r a e l  d e f e n s e

r e l a t i o n s h i p .  B o t h  n a t i o n s  b e n e f i t

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f r o m  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n  f i e l d s

s u c h  a s  c y b e r s e c u r i t y ,  u n m a n n e d  a e r i a l

s y s t e m s ,  a n d  m i s s i l e  d e f e n s e  t e c h n o l o g i e s .

T h e  I r o n  D o m e ,  a  h i g h l y  e f f e c t i v e  m i s s i l e

d e f e n s e  s y s t e m  d e v e l o p e d  b y  I s r a e l  w i t h

U . S .  f u n d i n g  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  s u p p o r t ,

e x e m p l i f i e s  t h i s  s y n e r g y .  T h e  s u c c e s s  o f

s u c h  s y s t e m s  h a s  n o t  o n l y  b o l s t e r e d

I s r a e l ' s  d e f e n s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  b u t  h a s  a l s o

p r o v i d e d  t h e  U . S .  w i t h  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s

a n d  a d v a n c e m e n t s  t h a t  c a n  b e  a p p l i e d  t o

i t s  o w n  m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s .
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T h e  d e f e n s e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  e x t e n d s  b e y o n d

t e c h n o l o g y ;  i t  i s  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  i n  v a r i o u s

e c o n o m i c  t i e s  a n d  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s .  T h e

U . S .  p r o v i d e s  I s r a e l  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l

m i l i t a r y  a i d ,  w h i c h  h a s  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e

p r o c u r e m e n t  o f  a d v a n c e d  w e a p o n r y  a n d

d e f e n s e  s y s t e m s .  I n  r e t u r n ,  I s r a e l

c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  t h e  U . S .  d e f e n s e  i n d u s t r y

t h r o u g h  j o i n t  v e n t u r e s  a n d  r e s e a r c h

p r o j e c t s ,  e n h a n c i n g  b o t h  e c o n o m i e s .  T h i s

e c o n o m i c  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  i s  f u r t h e r

s o l i d i f i e d  b y  a g r e e m e n t s  t h a t  p r o m o t e

i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y  t r a n s f e r ,

a l l o w i n g  b o t h  n a t i o n s  t o  s t a y  a t  t h e

f o r e f r o n t  o f  m i l i t a r y  a d v a n c e m e n t s .
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D o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  p l a y  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n

s h a p i n g  t h e  d e f e n s e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  b e t w e e n

t h e  U . S .  a n d  I s r a e l .  P o l i t i c a l  s u p p o r t  f o r

m i l i t a r y  a i d  a n d  d e f e n s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f t e n

h i n g e s  o n  l o b b y i n g  e f f o r t s  f r o m  p r o - I s r a e l

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  a d v o c a t e  f o r  a  r o b u s t

p a r t n e r s h i p  b a s e d  o n  s h a r e d  d e m o c r a t i c

v a l u e s  a n d  s t r a t e g i c  i n t e r e s t s .

C o n g r e s s i o n a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  I s r a e l ' s  s e c u r i t y

n e e d s  o f t e n  r e f l e c t s  a  b r o a d e r  c o n s e n s u s

a m o n g  A m e r i c a n  l a w m a k e r s ,  i n f l u e n c e d  b y

t h e  s t r o n g  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  f a v o r i n g  I s r a e l

a s  a  r e l i a b l e  a l l y  i n  a  v o l a t i l e  r e g i o n .  T h i s

p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  e n s u r e s  t h a t  d e f e n s e

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  r e m a i n s  a  p r i o r i t y  i n  U . S .

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .
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A s  r eg io n a l  s ecu r i t y  co n cer n s  ev o lv e ,  t h e  U . S . -

I s r a e l  d ef en s e  p a r t n er s h ip  is  l i k e ly  t o  a d a p t  t o

em er g in g  t h r ea t s  a n d  ch a l len g es .  

Th e  r is e  o f  n o n - s t a t e  a c t o r s ,  cy b er  wa r f a r e ,  a n d

s h i f t in g  g eo p o l i t ica l  d y n a mics  n eces s i t a t e

co n t in u o u s  d ia lo g u e  a n d  co l la b o r a t io n .  B o t h

n a t io n s  a r e  in c r ea s in g ly  a wa r e  t h a t  t h e i r

s ecu r i t y  is  in t e r t win ed ,  p r o mp t in g  o n g o in g

ef f o r t s  t o  s t r en g t h en  mi l i t a r y  a l l ia n ces  a n d

r es p o n s e  s t r a t eg ies .  

Th is  ev o lv in g  p a r t n er s h ip  n o t  o n ly  en h a n ces  t h e

s ecu r i t y  o f  b o t h  co u n t r ies  b u t  a ls o  a ims  t o

co n t r ib u t e  t o  s t a b i l i t y  in  t h e  b r o a d er  M id d le

E a s t ,  s h o wca s in g  t h e  imp o r t a n ce  o f  d ef en s e

co l la b o r a t io n  a n d  t ech n o lo g ica l  ex ch a n g e  in

co n t em p o r a r y  in t e r n a t io n a l  r e la t io n s .
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The Evolution

of Economic

Relations

The evolution of economic

relations between the United

States and Israel has been a

critical component of their

bilateral ties, shaping both

nations' policies and strategic

objectives.
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I n i t i a l l y ,  i n  t h e  y e a r s  f o l l o w i n g

I s r a e l ' s  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  i n  1 9 4 8 ,

e c o n o m i c  r e l a t i o n s  w e r e  l i m i t e d

a n d  h e a v i l y  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e

b r o a d e r  c o n t e x t  o f  U . S .  f o r e i g n

p o l i c y  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  

T h e  U . S .  a i m e d  t o  s u p p o r t  a

d e m o c r a t i c  a l l y  i n  a  r e g i o n

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  i n s t a b i l i t y ,

l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  l i m i t e d

e c o n o m i c  a i d  p r i m a r i l y  f o c u s e d  o n

h u m a n i t a r i a n  n e e d s  a n d

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  d e v e l o p m e n t .  

T h i s  p e r i o d  l a i d  t h e  g r o u n d w o r k  f o r

f u t u r e  e c o n o m i c  c o o p e r a t i o n  b u t

w a s  l a r g e l y  o v e r s h a d o w e d  b y

m i l i t a r y  a n d  p o l i t i c a l

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .
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A s  t h e  g e o p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  t r a n s f o r m e d ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f t e r  t h e  1 9 6 7  S i x - D a y  W a r ,

t h e  e c o n o m i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e g a n  t o  d e e p e n

s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  r e c o g n i z e d

I s r a e l ' s  s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e ,  n o t  o n l y  a s

a  d e m o c r a t i c  a l l y  b u t  a l s o  a s  a  b u l w a r k

a g a i n s t  S o v i e t  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  U . S .  i n c r e a s e d  i t s

e c o n o m i c  a s s i s t a n c e ,  w h i c h  i n c l u d e d

g r a n t s  a n d  l o a n s  t h a t  f a c i l i t a t e d  I s r a e l ' s

e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  a n d  m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t i e s .

T h i s  s h i f t  m a r k e d  a  t u r n i n g  p o i n t ,  a s

e c o n o m i c  r e l a t i o n s  b e c a m e  i n t e r t w i n e d

w i t h  m i l i t a r y  a i d ,  r e f l e c t i n g  a  b r o a d e r

s t r a t e g i c  a l l i a n c e  t h a t  w o u l d  c h a r a c t e r i z e

U . S . - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  y e a r s  t o  f o l l o w.
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T h e  1 9 8 0 s  a n d  1 9 9 0 s  w i t n e s s e d  a  f u r t h e r

e v o l u t i o n  o f  e c o n o m i c  t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y

t h r o u g h  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t r a d e

a g r e e m e n t s  t h a t  f o s t e r e d  b i l a t e r a l  t r a d e

a n d  i n v e s t m e n t .  T h e  1 9 8 5  F r e e  Tr a d e

A g r e e m e n t  w a s  a  l a n d m a r k  d e v e l o p m e n t ,

m a k i n g  I s r a e l  t h e  f i r s t  c o u n t r y  w i t h  w h i c h

t h e  U . S .  e s t a b l i s h e d  s u c h  a n  a c c o r d .  T h i s

a g r e e m e n t  n o t  o n l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  f l o w  o f

g o o d s  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  n a t i o n s  b u t  a l s o

s y m b o l i z e d  t h e  g r o w i n g  i n t e r d e p e n d e n c e  o f

t h e i r  e c o n o m i e s .  T h e  U . S .  s o u g h t  t o

b o l s t e r  I s r a e l ' s  e c o n o m y  a s  a  m e a n s  o f

e n s u r i n g  r e g i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y ,  w h i l e  I s r a e l

b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  v a s t

A m e r i c a n  m a r k e t  a n d  a d v a n c e d

t e c h n o l o g i e s .
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I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  e c o n o m i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p

h a s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  a d a p t ,  r e f l e c t i n g  c h a n g e s

i n  b o t h  g l o b a l  e c o n o m i c  d y n a m i c s  a n d

d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  w i t h i n

t h e  U . S .  a n d  I s r a e l .  T h e  r i s e  o f  t e c h n o l o g y

a n d  i n n o v a t i o n  h a s  p o s i t i o n e d  I s r a e l  a s  a

k e y  p l a y e r  i n  s e c t o r s  s u c h  a s

c y b e r s e c u r i t y ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a n d  h e a l t h

t e c h n o l o g i e s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  i n c r e a s e d

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n  r e s e a r c h  a n d

d e v e l o p m e n t .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s

a n d  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c a l  a c t o r s  h a v e  p l a y e d

i n f l u e n t i a l  r o l e s  i n  s h a p i n g  e c o n o m i c

p o l i c y ,  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t

a n d  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  I s r a e l .  T h i s  i n t e r p l a y

b e t w e e n  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  a n d  e c o n o m i c

r e l a t i o n s  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f

U . S . - I s r a e l  t i e s ,  w h e r e  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t s

a r e  o f t e n  a l i g n e d  w i t h  b r o a d e r  s t r a t e g i c

g o a l s .
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T h e  e c o n o m i c  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  U . S .

a n d  I s r a e l  a r e  n o t  m e r e l y  t r a n s a c t i o n a l

b u t  a r e  r o o t e d  i n  s h a r e d  v a l u e s  a n d

m u t u a l  i n t e r e s t s .  A s  b o t h  n a t i o n s  n a v i g a t e

t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y

i n t e r c o n n e c t e d  w o r l d ,  t h e i r  e c o n o m i c

p a r t n e r s h i p  r e m a i n s  a  v i t a l  a s p e c t  o f  t h e i r

o v e r a l l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e

e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e s e  e c o n o m i c  t i e s  p r o v i d e s

v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  b r o a d e r  c o n t e x t

o f  U . S .  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  I s r a e l  a n d

t h e  o n g o i n g  d y n a m i c s  t h a t  i n f l u e n c e  t h e i r

a l l i a n c e .  T h e  i n t e r p l a y  o f  e c o n o m i c ,

m i l i t a r y ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e

t o  s h a p e  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  U . S . - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s

a s  t h e y  c o n f r o n t  e m e r g i n g  g l o b a l

c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .
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Major Trade Agreements and

Their Impact



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

47

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

M a jo r  t r a d e  a g r eemen t s  b et ween  t h e  U n i t ed

St a t es  a n d  I s r a e l  h a v e  s ig n i f ica n t ly  s h a p ed

d ip lo m a t ic  a n d  eco n o mic  r e la t io n s  b et ween  t h e

t wo  n a t io n s .  Th e  f o u n d a t io n  o f  t h es e

a g r eem en t s  ca n  b e  t r a ced  b a ck  t o  t h e  ea r ly

1 9 8 0 s ,  wh en  t h e  U . S .  s o u g h t  t o  s t r en g t h en  i t s

t ies  wi t h  I s r a e l  a mid s t  o n g o in g  r eg io n a l

t en s io n s .  Th e  s ig n in g  o f  t h e  U . S . - I s r a e l  F r ee

Tr a d e  A g r eemen t  in  1 9 8 5  ma r k ed  a  p iv o t a l

m o m en t  in  t h e i r  eco n o mic  r e la t io n s h ip ,  a s  i t

wa s  t h e  f i r s t  f r ee  t r a d e  a g r eemen t  en t er ed  in t o

b y  t h e  U n i t ed  S t a t es  wi t h  a n y  co u n t r y.  Th is

a g r eem en t  e l im in a t ed  t a r i f f s  o n  g o o d s  t r a d ed

b et ween  t h e  t wo  n a t io n s ,  t h er eb y  en h a n c in g

b i la t e r a l  t r a d e  a n d  f o s t er in g  eco n o mic

in t er d ep en d en ce .
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T h e  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  f r e e  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t

h a s  b e e n  p r o f o u n d ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a

s u b s t a n t i a l  i n c r e a s e  i n  t r a d e  v o l u m e s .  B y

p r o v i d i n g  a  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  e c o n o m i c

c o o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  a l l o w e d  I s r a e l i

p r o d u c t s  g r e a t e r  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  U . S .

m a r k e t ,  w h i l e  A m e r i c a n  b u s i n e s s e s  g a i n e d

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  i n v e s t  i n  I s r a e l .

S u b s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  h a s

e x p a n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  s e c t o r s  s u c h  a s

t e c h n o l o g y ,  d e f e n s e ,  a n d  a g r i c u l t u r e .  T h e

g r o w t h  o f  h i g h - t e c h  i n d u s t r i e s  i n  I s r a e l

h a s  b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  n o t a b l e ,  w i t h

A m e r i c a n  i n v e s t o r s  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i o n

i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  w h i c h  h a s  f u r t h e r  s o l i d i f i e d

e c o n o m i c  t i e s .
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I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  f r e e  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t ,

s u b s e q u e n t  t r a d e  i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  e c o n o m i c

p a r t n e r s h i p s  h a v e  a l s o  p l a y e d  a  r o l e  i n

s t r e n g t h e n i n g  U . S . - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s .  T h e

B i l a t e r a l  E c o n o m i c  D i a l o g u e ,  i n i t i a t e d  i n

2 0 0 4 ,  a i m e d  t o  e n h a n c e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o n

e c o n o m i c  i s s u e s  a n d  h a s  l e d  t o  j o i n t

v e n t u r e s  a n d  r e s e a r c h  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s .

T h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  n o t  o n l y  p r o m o t e

e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  b u t  a l s o  s e r v e  s t r a t e g i c

i n t e r e s t s  b y  r e i n f o r c i n g  I s r a e l ' s  p o s i t i o n

a s  a  k e y  a l l y  i n  a  v o l a t i l e  r e g i o n .  T h e  U . S .

h a s  a l s o  f a c i l i t a t e d  I s r a e l ' s  i n t e g r a t i o n

i n t o  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t r a d e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,

w h i c h  h a s  b o l s t e r e d  i t s  g l o b a l  e c o n o m i c

s t a n d i n g .
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T h e  e c o n o m i c  t i e s  f o s t e r e d  b y  t h e s e

a g r e e m e n t s  h a v e  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s

f o r  U . S .  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  B y  t y i n g  e c o n o m i c

a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  t r a d e  t o  d i p l o m a t i c

r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e  U . S .  h a s  c r e a t e d  a

f r a m e w o r k  t h a t  s u p p o r t s  s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e

M i d d l e  E a s t .  T h i s  e c o n o m i c  p a r t n e r s h i p

e n h a n c e s  I s r a e l ' s  s e c u r i t y  b y  e n s u r i n g  i t

h a s  t h e  r e s o u r c e s  n e e d e d  t o  a d d r e s s

r e g i o n a l  t h r e a t s ,  w h i l e  a l s o  a l l o w i n g  t h e

U . S .  t o  p r o j e c t  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  a r e a .

T h e  i n t e r t w i n i n g  o f  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t s

w i t h  g e o p o l i t i c a l  s t r a t e g i e s  i l l u s t r a t e s  h o w

t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s  a r e  n o t  s o l e l y  a b o u t

e c o n o m i c s  b u t  a r e  a l s o  d e e p l y  e m b e d d e d

i n  t h e  f a b r i c  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .
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T h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  c a n n o t

b e  o v e r l o o k e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e s e

t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s .  L o b b y i n g  g r o u p s  a n d

p r o - I s r a e l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  U . S .  h a v e

p l a y e d  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r

p o l i c i e s  t h a t  f a v o r  e c o n o m i c  c o o p e r a t i o n

w i t h  I s r a e l .  T h i s  d y n a m i c  r e f l e c t s  h o w

p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a n d  m e d i a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n

c a n  s h a p e  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  a r o u n d  U . S . - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s ,  o f t e n  p o r t r a y i n g  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p

a s  a  m u t u a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  a l l i a n c e  e s s e n t i a l

f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  r e g i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y .  A s  s u c h ,

t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s  s e r v e  a s  b o t h  e c o n o m i c

i n s t r u m e n t s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  t o o l s ,

h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e  c o m p l e x  i n t e r p l a y  b e t w e e n

c o m m e r c e  a n d  d i p l o m a c y  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l

e v o l u t i o n  o f  U . S . - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s .
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Economic Aid and Development

Programs

E c o n o m i c  a i d  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s

h a v e  p l a y e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g

t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

a n d  I s r a e l  s i n c e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  t h e

l a t t e r  i n  1 9 4 8 .  T h e  U S  h a s  p r o v i d e d

s u b s t a n t i a l  e c o n o m i c  a s s i s t a n c e  t o  I s r a e l ,

w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  i t s

d e v e l o p m e n t  a s  a  m o d e r n  s t a t e .  I n i t i a l l y ,

t h i s  a i d  w a s  a i m e d  a t  p o s t - w a r  r e c o v e r y

a n d  s t a b i l i z a t i o n ,  a l l o w i n g  I s r a e l  t o  b u i l d

i t s  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  a n d  e c o n o m y  a m i d s t

r e g i o n a l  h o s t i l i t y  a n d  l i m i t e d  r e s o u r c e s .

O v e r  t h e  d e c a d e s ,  t h i s  s u p p o r t  e v o l v e d ,

r e f l e c t i n g  c h a n g e s  i n  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s '

s t r a t e g i c  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  t h e  b r o a d e r

g e o p o l i t i c a l  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .
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O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  n o t a b l e  a s p e c t s  o f  U S

e c o n o m i c  a i d  t o  I s r a e l  i s  t h e  t r a n s i t i o n

f r o m  d i r e c t  b u d g e t a r y  s u p p o r t  t o  a  f o c u s

o n  l o n g - t e r m  d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o j e c t s .  I n  t h e

e a r l y  y e a r s ,  a i d  o f t e n  c a m e  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f

g r a n t s  t o  h e l p  I s r a e l  a b s o r b  J e w i s h

i m m i g r a n t s  a n d  b o l s t e r  i t s  e c o n o m y .  B y

t h e  1 9 7 0 s ,  a s  I s r a e l ' s  e c o n o m y  b e g a n  t o

s t a b i l i z e ,  U S  a s s i s t a n c e  s h i f t e d  t o w a r d

s u p p o r t i n g  s p e c i f i c  s e c t o r s  s u c h  a s

t e c h n o l o g y ,  a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a n d  m i l i t a r y

c a p a b i l i t i e s .  T h i s  c h a n g e  n o t  o n l y

f a c i l i t a t e d  I s r a e l ' s  e c o n o m i c  g r o w t h  b u t

a l s o  f o s t e r e d  a  s y m b i o t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p

w h e r e  U S  f i r m s  a n d  I s r a e l i  i n n o v a t i o n s

c o u l d  c o l l a b o r a t e ,  f u r t h e r  e n h a n c i n g  b o t h

e c o n o m i e s .
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T h e  e c o n o m i c  t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  U S  a n d

I s r a e l  w e r e  s o l i d i f i e d  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s

t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s  a n d  c o o p e r a t i v e

i n i t i a t i v e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  f i e l d s  o f

t e c h n o l o g y  a n d  d e f e n s e .  T h e  1 9 8 5  F r e e

Tr a d e  A g r e e m e n t  m a r k e d  a  l a n d m a r k

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  a s  i t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  s u c h

a g r e e m e n t  t h e  U S  s i g n e d  w i t h  a n y  c o u n t r y .

T h i s  a g r e e m e n t  e l i m i n a t e d  t a r i f f s  a n d

e n c o u r a g e d  t h e  e x c h a n g e  o f  g o o d s  a n d

s e r v i c e s ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  b o o s t i n g  b i l a t e r a l

t r a d e .  A s  I s r a e l  b e c a m e  a  l e a d e r  i n  h i g h -

t e c h  i n d u s t r i e s ,  U S  c o m p a n i e s  b e n e f i t e d

f r o m  a c c e s s  t o  I s r a e l i  i n n o v a t i o n s ,

f o s t e r i n g  a  m u t u a l l y  b e n e f i c i a l  e c o n o m i c

p a r t n e r s h i p .
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D o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  U S  h a v e  a l s o

p l a y e d  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  e c o n o m i c

a i d  p o l i c i e s  t o w a r d  I s r a e l .  T h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f

l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  A m e r i c a n

I s r a e l  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  ( A I P A C ) ,

h a s  b e e n  p i v o t a l  i n  g a r n e r i n g  s u p p o r t  f o r

c o n t i n u e d  e c o n o m i c  a s s i s t a n c e .  T h e s e

g r o u p s  h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  f r a m e d  t h e

n a r r a t i v e  a r o u n d  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  a s  a

c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  A m e r i c a n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,

e m p h a s i z i n g  s h a r e d  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  a n d

s t r a t e g i c  i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .

C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  A m e r i c a n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,

o f t e n  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  I s r a e l ,  h a s  f u r t h e r

r e i n f o r c e d  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m i t m e n t  t o

m a i n t a i n i n g  r o b u s t  e c o n o m i c  t i e s .
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I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  e c o n o m i c  a i d  a n d

d e v e l o p m e n t  p r o g r a m s  h a v e  b e e n  i n t e g r a l

t o  t h e  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  p r o v i d i n g  a

f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  I s r a e l ' s  g r o w t h  a n d

c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  r e g i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y .  T h e

e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h i s  a i d  r e f l e c t s  n o t  o n l y  t h e

c h a n g i n g  n e e d s  o f  I s r a e l  b u t  a l s o  t h e

b r o a d e r  s t r a t e g i c  o b j e c t i v e s  o f  U S  f o r e i g n

p o l i c y .  A s  b o t h  n a t i o n s  n a v i g a t e  c o m p l e x

c h a l l e n g e s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  t h e

i n t e r t w i n e d  e c o n o m i c  i n t e r e s t s  c o n t i n u e  t o

s h a p e  t h e i r  d i p l o m a t i c  i n t e r a c t i o n s  a n d

r e i n f o r c e  t h e i r  s t r a t e g i c  a l l i a n c e .
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The Role of Domestic Politics in

Shaping Policy
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Political

Parties and

Their Stances

on Israel

Political parties in the United

States have historically played a

crucial role in shaping the

nation's foreign policy towards

Israel, re�ecting a complex

interplay of ideological beliefs,

electoral strategies, and

domestic political

considerations. The Democratic

and Republican parties exhibit

divergent approaches to Israel,

in�uenced by their foundational

principles, constituency

preferences, and broader foreign

policy frameworks.

Understanding these stances is

essential for comprehending how

domestic political dynamics

in�uence the U.S.
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-Israel relat ionship and the broader context of

American foreign policy in the Middle East.

The Republican Party has tradit ionally posit ioned

itself as a strong ally of Israel, emphasizing the

nation’s strategic importance as a democratic a lly in a

volat ile region. This support  is often framed in the

context of national security, with Republicans

advocating for robust military a id and defense

cooperation to bolster Israel’s capacity to respond to

threats from hostile actors. The party's base,

influenced by evangelical Christ ians and a strong pro-

Israel lobbying presence, has reinforced the narrat ive

that unwavering support  for Israel a ligns with

American values and interests. This a lignment

manifests in policies that priorit ize military a lliances

and economic partnerships, often advocating for

init iat ives that enhance Israel's military capabilit ies.
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In contrast , the Democratic Party's stance on Israel

has evolved, part icularly in response to changing

demographics and the rise of progressive voices

within the party. While historically support ive of Israel,

recent years have seen a shift  towards advocating for

a more balanced approach that considers Palest inian

rights and the pursuit  of a  two-state solut ion. This

transformation reflects broader socia l changes and

the influence of younger voters who priorit ize human

rights and socia l just ice issues. Consequently,

Democrats are increasingly responsive to grassroots

movements that call for reevaluating U.S. military a id

and diplomatic support  in light of Israeli policies in

the occupied territories. The younger generation of

Democratic leaders within Congress and in the

Democratic party are reshaping the level of support

and will influence Democratic Party support  for Israel

after the 2024 elect ions.
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T h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s  a n d  N G O s

c a n n o t  b e  u n d e r e s t i m a t e d  i n  s h a p i n g  p a r t y

p o s i t i o n s  o n  I s r a e l .  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s

A I P A C  h a v e  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  w i e l d e d

c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n f l u e n c e  w i t h i n  t h e

R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y ,  r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  n a r r a t i v e

o f  I s r a e l  a s  a  v i t a l  a l l y .  C o n v e r s e l y ,

p r o g r e s s i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e  J  S t r e e t

h a v e  e m e r g e d  w i t h i n  t h e  D e m o c r a t i c

l a n d s c a p e ,  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  a  m o r e  n u a n c e d

a p p r o a c h  t h a t  i n c l u d e s  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r

p e a c e  a n d  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  P a l e s t i n i a n s .

T h e s e  l o b b y i n g  e f f o r t s  r e f l e c t  b r o a d e r

t r e n d s  i n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  w h i c h  h a v e

b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  c r i t i c a l  o f  I s r a e l i

p o l i c i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a m o n g  y o u n g e r  a n d

m o r e  d i v e r s e  p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  U . S .



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

62

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

P u b l i c  o p i n i o n  r e g a r d i n g  U . S . - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s  a l s o  p l a y s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n

s h a p i n g  p a r t y  p o l i c i e s .  A s  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f

I s r a e l  s h i f t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  w a k e  o f  k e y

c o n f l i c t s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  p o l i t i c a l

p a r t i e s  m u s t  n a v i g a t e  t h e  d e l i c a t e  b a l a n c e

b e t w e e n  m a i n t a i n i n g  t r a d i t i o n a l  s u p p o r t

f o r  I s r a e l  a n d  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f

c o n s t i t u e n t s  w h o  a d v o c a t e  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n

r i g h t s .  T h i s  b a l a n c i n g  a c t  o f t e n  m a n i f e s t s

i n  d e b a t e s  w i t h i n  C o n g r e s s  a n d  i n f l u e n c e s

t h e  f r a m i n g  o f  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n i t i a t i v e s .

A s  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  a d a p t  t o  c h a n g i n g

p u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t s ,  t h e i r  s t a n c e s  o n  I s r a e l

c o n t i n u e  t o  e v o l v e ,  i m p a c t i n g  t h e

t r a j e c t o r y  o f  U . S .  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n  t h e

r e g i o n .
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The In�uence of Elections on

Foreign Policy



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

64

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

E l e c t i o n s  p l a y  a  p i v o t a l  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t

o f  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s .  T h e  o u t c o m e s  o f

p r e s i d e n t i a l  a n d  c o n g r e s s i o n a l  e l e c t i o n s

o f t e n  l e a d  t o  s i g n i f i c a n t  s h i f t s  i n

d i p l o m a t i c  p r i o r i t i e s ,  f u n d i n g  a l l o c a t i o n s ,

a n d  t h e  o v e r a l l  t o n e  o f  b i l a t e r a l  r e l a t i o n s .

A s  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e

i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s ,  t h e

p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  c a n  i n f l u e n c e  t h e

s t r a t e g i e s  e m p l o y e d  i n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,

e s p e c i a l l y  r e g a r d i n g  m i l i t a r y  a i d  a n d

d e f e n s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  I s r a e l .  T h i s

d y n a m i c  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  i n t e r t w i n i n g  o f

d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

r e l a t i o n s ,  w h e r e  t h e  e l e c t o r a l  m a n d a t e  c a n

r e s h a p e  l o n g s t a n d i n g  p o l i c i e s  a n d

a l l i a n c e s .
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T h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  p o l i t i c a l  p a r t i e s  o n

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  c a n n o t  b e  u n d e r s t a t e d .

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,  D e m o c r a t s  a n d  R e p u b l i c a n s

h a v e  h a d  d i v e r g e n t  v i e w s  o n  v a r i o u s

a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .

R e p u b l i c a n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  h a v e  o f t e n

e m p h a s i z e d  a  s t r o n g  m i l i t a r y  p a r t n e r s h i p

a n d  a  h a r d l i n e  s t a n c e  a g a i n s t  p e r c e i v e d

t h r e a t s  t o  I s r a e l ,  s u c h  a s  I r a n .  I n

c o n t r a s t ,  D e m o c r a t i c  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s  m a y

a d o p t  a  m o r e  b a l a n c e d  a p p r o a c h ,

a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a n d  p e a c e

p r o c e s s e s  a l o n g s i d e  m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t .

T h e s e  i d e o l o g i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  m a n i f e s t

d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n s ,  a s  c a n d i d a t e s  p o s i t i o n

t h e m s e l v e s  t o  a p p e a l  t o  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e

p a r t y  b a s e s ,  w h i c h  c a n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y

i m p a c t  p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n  o n c e  i n  o f f i c e .
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Public opinion also plays a critical role in in�uencing election

outcomes and, consequently, foreign policy. Voter attitudes

towards Israel and the broader Middle East con�ict can sway

candidates to adopt more pro-Israel stances or, conversely, to

advocate for a more nuanced approach that considers

Palestinian perspectives. Polls and surveys often indicate

strong support for Israel among American voters, particularly

within certain demographic groups, which compels politicians

to align their foreign policy positions with this sentiment to

secure electoral success. Thus, electoral cycles become crucial

moments for shaping the trajectory of US-Israel relations. And

it is changing as seen in the Democratic Party.
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L o b b y i n g  g r o u p s  a n d  N G O s  f u r t h e r

c o m p l i c a t e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n

e l e c t i o n s  a n d  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  O r g a n i z a t i o n s

s u c h  a s  A I P A C  a n d  J  S t r e e t  a c t i v e l y  w o r k

t o  i n f l u e n c e  l a w m a k e r s  a n d  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n

r e g a r d i n g  I s r a e l .  T h e s e  g r o u p s  m o b i l i z e

r e s o u r c e s  a n d  a d v o c a c y  e f f o r t s  t h a t  c a n

s w a y  e l e c t o r a l  o u t c o m e s ,  t h e r e b y

i m p a c t i n g  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  o n c e  t h e i r

p r e f e r r e d  c a n d i d a t e s  a r e  i n  o f f i c e .  T h e

a b i l i t y  o f  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  f r a m e  t h e

n a r r a t i v e  a r o u n d  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s

e n s u r e s  t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  s p e c i f i c

c o n s t i t u e n t s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d ,  o f t e n

l e a d i n g  t o  a  m o r e  e n t r e n c h e d  c o m m i t m e n t

t o  m i l i t a r y  a i d  a n d  e c o n o m i c  t i e s .
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In conclusion, the interplay between elections and foreign

policy creates a dynamic environment where US-Israel relations

are constantly evolving. As new administrations take o�ce

following elections, the shifting political climate can lead to

changes in diplomatic initiatives, military assistance, and trade

agreements. Understanding this in�uence is essential for

university students studying the historical evolution of US-

Israel relations, as it highlights the importance of domestic

politics in shaping international policies and responses to

regional security concerns. The cyclical nature of elections

ensures that the dialogue around US-Israel relations remains

vibrant and subject to change, re�ecting the priorities and

values of the American electorate.

Going Further: Links and Suggested Reading

https://www.thedailybeast.com/the-inside-story-of-us-

meddling-in-israels-elections

https://www.jcpa.org/jl/vp446.htm

https://www.thedailybeast.com/the-inside-story-of-us-meddling-in-israels-elections
https://www.jcpa.org/jl/vp446.htm
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https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/diplomacy-

defense/1602518857-poll-ahead-of-us-elections-63-of-

israelis-say-trump-will-be-better-for-israel

https://en.idi.org.il/articles/32761

https://news.gallup.com/poll/472070/democrats-

sympathies-middle-east-shift-palestinians.aspx

Activism and Grassroots

Movements

https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/diplomacy-defense/1602518857-poll-ahead-of-us-elections-63-of-israelis-say-trump-will-be-better-for-israel
https://en.idi.org.il/articles/32761
https://news.gallup.com/poll/472070/democrats-sympathies-middle-east-shift-palestinians.aspx
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A ct iv is m  a n d  g r a s s r o o t s  mo v emen t s  h a v e

p la y ed  a  c r u c ia l  r o le  in  s h a p in g  t h e  d is co u r s e

s u r r o u n d in g  U S- I s r a e l  r e la t io n s ,  p a r t icu la r ly  a s

t h ey  r e la t e  t o  f o r e ig n  p o l icy  a n d  p u b l ic  o p in io n .

Ov er  t h e  d eca d es ,  v a r io u s  g r o u p s  h a v e  emer g ed

t o  e i t h er  s u p p o r t  o r  ch a l len g e  t h e  s t a t u s  q u o ,

a d v o ca t in g  f o r  p o l ic ies  t h a t  r e f lec t  t h e i r

p er s p ect iv es  o n  ju s t ice ,  h u ma n  r ig h t s ,  a n d

s ecu r i t y.  Th es e  mo v emen t s  o f t en  mo b i l i z e

in d iv id u a ls  t h r o u g h  s o c ia l  med ia ,  p u b l ic

d em o n s t r a t io n s ,  a n d  ed u ca t io n a l  ca mp a ig n s  t o

in f lu en ce  b o t h  p u b l ic  s en t imen t  a n d  leg is la t iv e

a ct io n .  U n d er s t a n d in g  t h e  d y n a mics  o f  t h es e

m o v em en t s  p r o v id es  es s en t ia l  in s ig h t s  in t o  t h e

ev o lv in g  n a t u r e  o f  U S- I s r a e l  r e la t io n s .
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O n e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s p e c t  o f  a c t i v i s m  i s  t h e

e m e r g e n c e  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t  a d v o c a t e

f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e

B o y c o t t ,  D i v e s t m e n t ,  a n d  S a n c t i o n s  ( B D S )

m o v e m e n t .  T h i s  g r a s s r o o t s  i n i t i a t i v e  s e e k s

t o  c h a l l e n g e  I s r a e l i  p o l i c i e s  t h r o u g h

e c o n o m i c  p r e s s u r e ,  a i m i n g  t o  b r i n g

a t t e n t i o n  t o  i s s u e s  l i k e  o c c u p a t i o n  a n d

s e t t l e m e n t  e x p a n s i o n .  B D S  h a s  g a r n e r e d

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s u p p o r t  a n d  s p a r k e d  d e b a t e s

w i t h i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  l e a d i n g  t o

p o l a r i z e d  v i e w s  a m o n g  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d

p o l i c y m a k e r s .  T h e  m o v e m e n t ' s  i n f l u e n c e  o n

u n i v e r s i t y  c a m p u s e s  h a s  b e e n  p a r t i c u l a r l y

n o t a b l e ,  g e n e r a t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n s  t h a t

q u e s t i o n  t r a d i t i o n a l  n a r r a t i v e s  a n d

p r o m o t i n g  a  b r o a d e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e

c o n f l i c t .
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C o n v e r s e l y ,  p r o - I s r a e l  a d v o c a c y  g r o u p s ,

s u c h  a s  A I P A C  a n d  t h e  A n t i - D e f a m a t i o n

L e a g u e ,  h a v e  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  s h a p i n g

U S  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n  f a v o r  o f  I s r a e l .  T h e s e

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l e v e r a g e  t h e i r  e x t e n s i v e

n e t w o r k s  t o  m o b i l i z e  s u p p o r t  a m o n g

l a w m a k e r s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e

s t r a t e g i c  a l l i a n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  U S  a n d

I s r a e l .  T h e i r  e f f o r t s  o f t e n  h i g h l i g h t  s h a r e d

d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  a n d  s e c u r i t y  c o n c e r n s

i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  f r a m i n g  U S  m i l i t a r y  a i d

a n d  d e f e n s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  a s  e s s e n t i a l  t o

b o t h  n a t i o n s '  i n t e r e s t s .  T h i s  p r o a c t i v e

e n g a g e m e n t  h a s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a  p o w e r f u l

l o b b y i n g  p r e s e n c e  t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a l l y

i n f l u e n c e s  A m e r i c a n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

73

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

Grassroots movements also re�ect the shifting landscape of

public opinion regarding US-Israel relations. Increasingly,

younger generations are engaging with these topics through

various platforms, challenging established narratives and

advocating for more nuanced policies. Polls indicate a growing

divide in attitudes among different demographics, particularly

among millennials and Gen Z, toward the Israeli-Palestinian

con�ict. This generational shift is crucial, as it may lead to

signi�cant changes in policy priorities and advocacy strategies

in the coming years.
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T h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  a c t i v i s m ,  d o m e s t i c

p o l i t i c s ,  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s

h i g h l i g h t s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c i v i c

e n g a g e m e n t  i n  s h a p i n g  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  A s

g r a s s r o o t s  m o v e m e n t s  c o n t i n u e  t o  e v o l v e ,

t h e y  p o s e  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  t r a d i t i o n a l  p o w e r

s t r u c t u r e s  a n d  c o m p e l  p o l i c y m a k e r s  t o

r e c o n s i d e r  t h e i r  s t a n c e s .  T h e  i m p a c t  o f

t h e s e  m o v e m e n t s  i s  e v i d e n t  n o t  o n l y  i n

l e g i s l a t i v e  d e b a t e s  b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  b r o a d e r

c u l t u r a l  d i a l o g u e  s u r r o u n d i n g  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n s

a n d  s t r a t e g i e s  o f  t h e s e  a c t i v i s t s  o f f e r s

v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  f u t u r e  t r a j e c t o r y

o f  U S  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  a n d  t h e  o n g o i n g

c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n

c o n f l i c t .
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T h e  C o l d  W a r  w a s  a  d e f i n i n g  p e r i o d  t h a t

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s h a p e d  t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f  U S -

I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s .  E m e r g i n g  i n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h

o f  W o r l d  W a r  I I ,  t h i s  g e o p o l i t i c a l  s t r u g g l e

b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  t h e  S o v i e t

U n i o n  i n f l u e n c e d  g l o b a l  a l l i a n c e s  a n d

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s .  F o r  I s r a e l ,  w h i c h

w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a s  a  s t a t e  i n  1 9 4 8 ,  t h e

C o l d  W a r  p r e s e n t e d  b o t h  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d

o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,

p e r c e i v i n g  I s r a e l  a s  a  c r i t i c a l  a l l y  i n  t h e

M i d d l e  E a s t  a m i d  t h e  r i s i n g  i n f l u e n c e  o f

S o v i e t - a l i g n e d  s t a t e s ,  b e g a n  t o  f o r g e  a

c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  I s r a e l ,  v i e w i n g  i t  a s

a  b u l w a r k  a g a i n s t  c o m m u n i s m  i n  a  r e g i o n

m a r k e d  b y  i n s t a b i l i t y  a n d  p o t e n t i a l  S o v i e t

e x p a n s i o n .
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D u r in g  t h e  ea r ly  y ea r s  o f  t h e  C o ld  Wa r,  U S

s u p p o r t  f o r  I s r a e l  wa s  la r g e ly  s t r a t eg ic .  Th e

E is en h o wer  a d min is t r a t io n ,  wh i le  in i t ia l l y

h es i t a n t  t o  f u l l y  emb r a ce  I s r a e l ,  r eco g n iz ed  t h e

im p o r t a n ce  o f  a  s t a b le ,  d emo cr a t ic  a l l y  in  t h e

r eg io n .  Th is  s u p p o r t  in t en s i f ied  d u r in g  t h e

1 9 6 0 s ,  p a r t icu la r ly  f o l lo win g  t h e  1 9 6 7  S ix - D a y

Wa r,  wh er e  I s r a e l  d emo n s t r a t ed  i t s  m i l i t a r y

p r o wes s  a n d  s o l id i f ied  i t s  p o s i t io n  a s  a  k ey

p la y er  in  M id d le  E a s t er n  g eo p o l i t ics .  Th e

co n f l ic t  a ls o  r ev ea led  t h e  v u ln er a b i l i t ies  o f

n e ig h b o r in g  A r a b  s t a t es ,  ma n y  o f  wh ich  wer e

r ece iv in g  So v ie t  s u p p o r t .  A s  a  r es u l t ,  t h e  U n i t ed

St a t es  in c r ea s ed  i t s  m i l i t a r y  a n d  eco n o mic

a s s is t a n ce  t o  I s r a e l ,  es t a b l is h in g  a  p a t t e r n  o f

a id  t h a t  wo u ld  co n t in u e  t o  g r o w in  t h e  f o l lo win g

d eca d es .
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T h e  C o l d  W a r  c o n t e x t  a l s o  p l a y e d  a  c r u c i a l

r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  U S  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  t o w a r d

A r a b  n a t i o n s .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s o u g h t  t o

b a l a n c e  i t s  s u p p o r t  f o r  I s r a e l  w i t h

d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  A r a b  s t a t e s ,

m a n y  o f  w h i c h  w e r e  s e e n  a s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r

m a i n t a i n i n g  s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  p e r c e p t i o n  o f  U S  f a v o r i t i s m

t o w a r d s  I s r a e l  o f t e n  s t r a i n e d  t h e s e

r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  T h e  A r a b - I s r a e l i  c o n f l i c t

b e c a m e  a  f o c a l  p o i n t  f o r  a n t i - A m e r i c a n

s e n t i m e n t  a m o n g  A r a b  s t a t e s ,

c o m p l i c a t i n g  U S  e f f o r t s  t o  m e d i a t e  p e a c e

i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h e  t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n

s u p p o r t i n g  a n  a l l y  a n d  m a i n t a i n i n g

b r o a d e r  r e g i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n f l u e n c e d

t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  s t r a t e g i e s  e m p l o y e d  b y

s u c c e s s i v e  U S  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s .
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Israeli Prime Minister Menecham Begin and U.S. President

Ronald Reagan, 1981
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M o r e o v e r ,  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  b e g a n  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  g r o w i n g

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  p r o - I s r a e l  l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s

a n d  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  A s  t h e  C o l d  W a r

p r o g r e s s e d ,  t h e r e  w a s  a  m a r k e d  i n c r e a s e

i n  g r a s s r o o t s  s u p p o r t  f o r  I s r a e l  a m o n g

A m e r i c a n  c i t i z e n s ,  d r i v e n  b y  a  c o m b i n a t i o n

o f  c u l t u r a l ,  h i s t o r i c a l ,  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  t i e s .

T h i s  s h i f t  m a d e  i t  p o l i t i c a l l y  a d v a n t a g e o u s

f o r  A m e r i c a n  l e a d e r s  t o  a d v o c a t e  f o r

I s r a e l ,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  a  m o r e  r o b u s t  d e f e n s e

c o o p e r a t i o n  f r a m e w o r k  a n d  e c o n o m i c  t i e s .

T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  m i l i t a r y  a i d  p a c k a g e s

a n d  j o i n t  d e f e n s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  u n d e r s c o r e d

t h e  s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  a s  b o t h  n a t i o n s  r e c o g n i z e d

t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n  t h e  f a c e  o f

c o m m o n  t h r e a t s .
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I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e  C o l d  W a r  n o t

o n l y  f a c i l i t a t e d  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  a

s t r o n g  U S - I s r a e l  a l l i a n c e  b u t  a l s o

s e t  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s

t h a t  w o u l d  c h a r a c t e r i z e  t h e i r

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

d e c a d e s .  T h e  i n t e r p l a y  b e t w e e n

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s ,  r e g i o n a l

s e c u r i t y  c o n c e r n s ,  a n d  d o m e s t i c

i n f l u e n c e s  s h a p e d  t h e  t r a j e c t o r y  o f

U S  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  t o w a r d  I s r a e l  a n d

t h e  b r o a d e r  M i d d l e  E a s t .

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h i s  h i s t o r i c a l

c o n t e x t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  s t u d e n t s

s t u d y i n g  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  o n g o i n g

i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  i n

a  r a p i d l y  c h a n g i n g  w o r l d .
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The Gulf War and Its

Rami�cations

Th e G u l f  Wa r,  wh ich  e r u p t ed  in  1 9 9 0  f o l lo win g

I r a q ’s  in v a s io n  o f  K u wa i t ,  h a d  p r o f o u n d

im p l ica t io n s  f o r  U . S . - I s r a e l  r e la t io n s ,  s h a p in g

t h e  t r a jec t o r y  o f  f o r e ig n  p o l icy  in  t h e  M id d le

E a s t .  I n i t ia l l y ,  t h e  U . S .  f a ced  a  co mp lex

d i lem m a  r eg a r d in g  i t s  s u p p o r t  f o r  I s r a e l .  Th e

B u s h  a d m in is t r a t io n  s o u g h t  t o  b u i ld  a  co a l i t io n

t o  ex p e l  I r a q i  f o r ces  f r o m K u wa i t ,  wh ich

in c lu d ed  A r a b  s t a t es  t h a t  wer e  h is t o r ica l ly

h o s t i le  t o  I s r a e l .  Th is  r eq u i r ed  a  d e l ica t e

b a la n c in g  a c t ,  a s  o v er t  s u p p o r t  f o r  I s r a e l  co u ld

jeo p a r d iz e  t h e  co o p er a t io n  o f  t h es e  A r a b

n a t io n s  a n d  co mp l ica t e  t h e  d ip lo ma t ic

la n d s ca p e.  Th u s ,  t h e  U . S .  a d o p t ed  a  ca u t io u s

a p p r o a ch ,  a t t emp t in g  t o  r ea s s u r e  b o t h  i t s  a l l ies

in  t h e  G u l f  a n d  i t s  s t r a t eg ic  p a r t n er  in  t h e

r eg io n .
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Th e a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  G u l f  Wa r  ma r k ed  a

s ig n i f ica n t  s h i f t  in  U . S . - I s r a e l  r e la t io n s ,

p a r t icu la r ly  in  t h e  r ea lm o f  m i l i t a r y  a id  a n d

d ef en s e  co o p er a t io n .  Th e  wa r  u n d er s co r ed  t h e

im p o r t a n ce  o f  a d v a n ced  mi l i t a r y  t ech n o lo g y  in

m o d er n  wa r f a r e ,  h ig h l ig h t in g  I s r a e l 's  n eed  f o r

en h a n ced  ca p a b i l i t ies  t o  d et er  r eg io n a l  t h r ea t s .

I n  r es p o n s e ,  t h e  U . S .  in c r ea s ed  i t s  m i l i t a r y

a s s is t a n ce  t o  I s r a e l ,  en s u r in g  t h a t  i t

m a in t a in ed  a  q u a l i t a t iv e  ed g e  o v er  i t s

n e ig h b o r s .  Th is  es ca la t io n  o f  s u p p o r t  wa s  a ls o

a  s t r a t eg ic  mo v e  t o  s o l id i f y  I s r a e l ’s  r o le  a s  a

k ey  a l l y  in  a  r eg io n  ch a r a c t er iz ed  b y  in s t a b i l i t y

a n d  s h i f t in g  a l l ia n ces .  Th e  r e la t io n s h ip  wa s

f u r t h er  b o ls t er ed  b y  t h e  s h a r ed  ex p er ien ce  o f

t h e  wa r,  wh ich  a l lo wed  b o t h  co u n t r ies  t o  en g a g e

m o r e  d eep ly  in  m i l i t a r y  co l la b o r a t io n .
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E co n o m ica l ly ,  t h e  G u l f  Wa r  ca t a ly z ed  n ew t r a d e

a g r eem en t s  a n d  eco n o mic  t ies  b et ween  t h e  U . S .

a n d  I s r a e l .  Th e  U . S .  r eco g n iz ed  t h a t  a  s t r o n g

I s r a e l  wa s  v i t a l  f o r  s t a b i l i t y  in  t h e  r eg io n ,

lea d in g  t o  in c r ea s ed  in v es t men t  a n d  t r a d e

o p p o r t u n i t ies .  Th e  p o s t - wa r  en v i r o n men t

c r ea t ed  a  f a v o r a b le  c l ima t e  f o r  eco n o mic

co o p er a t io n ,  a s  t h e  U . S .  s o u g h t  t o  p r o mo t e

d em o cr a cy  a n d  f r ee - ma r k et  r e f o r ms  in  t h e

M id d le  E a s t .  I s r a e l  emer g ed  a s  a  v a lu a b le

p a r t n er  in  t h is  en d ea v o r,  lev er a g in g  i t s

t ech n o lo g ica l  a d v a n cemen t s  a n d  eco n o mic

r es i l ien ce .  Th is  p er io d  s a w t h e  es t a b l is h men t  o f

v a r io u s  jo in t  v en t u r es  a n d  in i t ia t iv es  t h a t

en h a n ced  b i la t e r a l  eco n o mic  r e la t io n s ,  la y in g

t h e  g r o u n d wo r k  f o r  f u t u r e  co l la b o r a t io n s .
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D o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  p l a y e d  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n

s h a p i n g  U . S .  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  d u r i n g  a n d

a f t e r  t h e  G u l f  W a r .  T h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f

l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s  a n d  g r a s s r o o t s

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  b e c a m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y

p r o n o u n c e d ,  a s  p r o - I s r a e l  a d v o c a c y  g r o u p s

e f f e c t i v e l y  m o b i l i z e d  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  i n

f a v o r  o f  r o b u s t  s u p p o r t  f o r  I s r a e l .

P o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e s e  g r o u p s  i n  e l e c t o r a l

t e r m s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a  b i p a r t i s a n  c o n s e n s u s

o n  m a i n t a i n i n g  s t r o n g  t i e s  w i t h  I s r a e l .

T h i s  d y n a m i c  w a s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  e v i d e n t  i n

t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  G u l f  W a r ,  w h e r e  s u p p o r t

f o r  I s r a e l  r e s o n a t e d  w i t h  v a r i o u s

c o n s t i t u e n c i e s ,  r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  n a r r a t i v e

o f  I s r a e l  a s  a  d e m o c r a t i c  a l l y  i n  a

t u m u l t u o u s  r e g i o n .
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F in a l ly ,  t h e  G u l f  Wa r  h a d  la s t in g  r a mif ica t io n s

f o r  t h e  d ip lo ma t ic  e f f o r t s  a n d  p ea ce  p r o ces s

in i t ia t iv es  in  t h e  M id d le  E a s t .  Th e  en d  o f  t h e

co n f l ic t  o p en ed  n ew a v en u es  f o r  d ia lo g u e ,

lea d in g  t o  t h e  M a d r id  C o n f er en ce  in  1 9 9 1 ,

wh ich  a im ed  t o  a d d r es s  t h e  I s r a e l i - P a les t in ia n

co n f l ic t  a n d  f o s t er  b r o a d er  r eg io n a l  p ea ce .  Th e

U . S .  em er g ed  a s  a  k ey  med ia t o r,  u s in g  i t s

lev er a g e  o v er  I s r a e l  a n d  A r a b  s t a t es  t o

f a c i l i t a t e  n eg o t ia t io n s .  H o wev er,  t h e

co m p lex i t ies  o f  r eg io n a l  s ecu r i t y  co n cer n s  a n d

t h e  v a r y in g  in t e r es t s  o f  in v o lv ed  p a r t ies  p o s ed

s ig n i f ica n t  ch a l len g es .  Th e  G u l f  Wa r  t h u s  n o t

o n ly  r es h a p ed  U . S . - I s r a e l  r e la t io n s  b u t  a ls o

r ed ef in ed  t h e  g eo p o l i t ica l  la n d s ca p e  o f  t h e

M id d le  E a s t ,  s e t t in g  t h e  s t a g e  f o r  o n g o in g

d eb a t es  a r o u n d  p ea ce ,  s ecu r i t y,  a n d

co o p er a t io n  in  t h e  y ea r s  t o  co me.
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The War on Terror and US-Israel

Cooperation

Th e Wa r  o n  Ter r o r  s ig n i f ica n t ly  s h a p ed  U S-

I s r a e l  r e la t io n s  in  t h e  ea r ly  2 1 s t  cen t u r y,

c r ea t in g  a  u n iq u e  s y n er g y  b et ween  t h e  t wo

n a t io n s .  F o l lo win g  t h e  Sep t emb er  1 1  a t t a ck s  in

2 0 0 1 ,  t h e  U n i t ed  S t a t es  in t en s i f ied  i t s  f o cu s  o n

co u n t er t e r r o r is m,  r eco g n iz in g  I s r a e l  a s  a  v i t a l

a l l y  in  t h is  s t r u g g le .  B o t h  co u n t r ies  f a ced

s im i la r  t h r ea t s  f r o m ex t r emis t  g r o u p s ,  lea d in g

t o  a  co l la b o r a t iv e  a p p r o a ch  in  in t e l l ig en ce

s h a r in g ,  m i l i t a r y  t r a in in g ,  a n d  o p er a t io n a l

s t r a t eg ies  a imed  a t  co mb a t in g  t e r r o r is m.  Th is

co o p er a t io n  n o t  o n ly  en h a n ced  s ecu r i t y

m ea s u r es  wi t h in  b o t h  n a t io n s  b u t  a ls o  s o l id i f ied

I s r a e l 's  s t a t u s  a s  a  k ey  p a r t n er  in  t h e  b r o a d er

s t r a t eg y  o f  t h e  U n i t ed  S t a t es  in  t h e  M id d le

E a s t .
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M i l i t a r y  a i d  a n d  d e f e n s e  c o o p e r a t i o n

b e t w e e n  t h e  U S  a n d  I s r a e l  f l o u r i s h e d

d u r i n g  t h i s  p e r i o d ,  w i t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

i n c r e a s i n g  i t s  a n n u a l  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e

t o  I s r a e l  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  T h i s  f i n a n c i a l

s u p p o r t  w a s  n o t  m e r e l y  a n  a c t  o f  g o o d w i l l ;

i t  w a s  a  s t r a t e g i c  i n v e s t m e n t  i n  a  s t a b l e

a l l y  t h a t  c o u l d  s e r v e  a s  a  b u l w a r k  a g a i n s t

t e r r o r i s m  i n  a  v o l a t i l e  r e g i o n .  J o i n t

m i l i t a r y  e x e r c i s e s  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l

c o l l a b o r a t i o n s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  m i s s i l e

d e f e n s e  s y s t e m s  l i k e  t h e  I r o n  D o m e ,

u n d e r s c o r e d  a  m u t u a l  c o m m i t m e n t  t o

s e c u r i t y .  T h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  n o t  o n l y

i m p r o v e d  I s r a e l ' s  d e f e n s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  b u t

a l s o  a l l o w e d  t h e  U S  t o  t e s t  a n d  r e f i n e  i t s

o w n  m i l i t a r y  t e c h n o l o g i e s  i n  r e a l - w o r l d

c o n d i t i o n s .
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T h e  e c o n o m i c  t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  U S  a n d

I s r a e l  a l s o  d e e p e n e d  d u r i n g  t h e  W a r  o n

Te r r o r ,  w i t h  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s  f o s t e r i n g  a

r o b u s t  b i l a t e r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  A s  b o t h

c o u n t r i e s  r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f

e c o n o m i c  s t a b i l i t y  i n  c o m b a t i n g  t e r r o r i s m ,

t h e y  w o r k e d  t o  e n h a n c e  t r a d e  a n d

i n v e s t m e n t  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  T h e  U S - I s r a e l

F r e e  Tr a d e  A g r e e m e n t ,  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  t h e

1 9 8 0 s ,  w a s  e x p a n d e d  u p o n ,  f a c i l i t a t i n g

i n c r e a s e d  e x p o r t s  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l

c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  T h i s  e c o n o m i c  p a r t n e r s h i p

n o t  o n l y  b e n e f i t e d  b o t h  e c o n o m i e s  b u t

a l s o  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  a l l i a n c e ,  a s  a

s t r o n g  I s r a e l  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  r e g i o n a l

s t a b i l i t y ,  w h i c h  w a s  a  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  f o r

U S  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .
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D o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  p l a y e d  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n

s h a p i n g  t h e  U S - I s r a e l  p a r t n e r s h i p  d u r i n g

t h i s  p e r i o d .  T h e  W a r  o n  Te r r o r  m o b i l i z e d

v a r i o u s  l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s  i n  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  A m e r i c a n  I s r a e l  P u b l i c

A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  ( A I P A C ) ,  w h i c h

a d v o c a t e d  f o r  s t r o n g  U S  s u p p o r t  f o r

I s r a e l .  P o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  f r o m  b o t h  p a r t i e s

r e c o g n i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  a l l i a n c e ,

o f t e n  f r a m i n g  t h e i r  p o l i c i e s  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t

o f  n a t i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  a n d  s h a r e d  d e m o c r a t i c

v a l u e s .  T h i s  a l i g n m e n t  o f  i n t e r e s t s

s o l i d i f i e d  t h e  b i p a r t i s a n  c o n s e n s u s  a r o u n d

s u p p o r t i n g  I s r a e l ,  e v e n  a s  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n

o n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i s s u e s  b e c a m e  m o r e

p o l a r i z e d .
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A s  t h e  W a r  o n  Te r r o r  e v o l v e d ,  s o  t o o  d i d

t h e  d i p l o m a t i c  e f f o r t s  a n d  p e a c e

i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  W h i l e  t h e

i m m e d i a t e  f o c u s  w a s  o n  c o m b a t t i n g

t e r r o r i s m ,  t h e  U S  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p u r s u e  a

l o n g - t e r m  v i s i o n  f o r  p e a c e  b e t w e e n  I s r a e l

a n d  i t s  n e i g h b o r s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e

c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  r e g i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  c o n c e r n s

o f t e n  c o m p l i c a t e d  t h e s e  e f f o r t s ,  a s  t h e  U S

s o u g h t  t o  b a l a n c e  i t s  s u p p o r t  f o r  I s r a e l

w i t h  t h e  n e e d  t o  a d d r e s s  P a l e s t i n i a n

a s p i r a t i o n s  f o r  s t a t e h o o d .  T h i s  d e l i c a t e

b a l a n c i n g  a c t  w a s  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  v a r i o u s

f a c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a n d

m e d i a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s ,  w h i c h  o f t e n  f r a m e d  t h e  n a r r a t i v e

a r o u n d  s e c u r i t y ,  d e m o c r a c y ,  a n d  h u m a n

r i g h t s  i n  a  m a n n e r  t h a t  s h a p e d  p o l i c y

d e c i s i o n s .



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

93

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

94

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

T h e  S e c o n d  I n t i f a d a  a l s o  k n o w n  a s  t h e  A l -

A q s a  I n t i f a d a ,  w a s  a  m a j o r  u p r i s i n g  b y

P a l e s t i n i a n s  a g a i n s t  I s r a e l ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d

b y  a  p e r i o d  o f  h e i g h t e n e d  v i o l e n c e  i n  t h e

P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r i e s  a n d  I s r a e l  b e t w e e n

2 0 0 0  a n d  2 0 0 5 ,  b u t  i t  i s  a n

o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  t o  b l a m e  I s r a e l i  P r i m e

M i n i s t e r  A r i a l  S h a r o n  a n d  P a l e s t i n i a n

l e a d e r  Ya s s a r  A r a f a t  f o r  t h e  o u t b r e a k  o f

t h e  I n t i f a d a  j u s t  a s  i t  i s  a n

o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  t o  s t a t e  t h a t  t h e  G e o r g e

W.  B u s h  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s u p p o r t e d  I s r a e l

w i t h o u t  c r i t i c i s m .

Going Further: https://fathomjournal.org/israels-embittered-

generation/

https://fathomjournal.org/israels-embittered-generation/
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M a j o r  p e a c e  t r e a t i e s  h a v e  p l a y e d  a  c r i t i c a l

r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  b r o a d e r  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n

g e o p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e .  A m o n g  t h e  m o s t

s i g n i f i c a n t  t r e a t i e s  a r e  t h e  C a m p  D a v i d

A c c o r d s  o f  1 9 7 8 ,  t h e  O s l o  A c c o r d s  o f  t h e

1 9 9 0 s ,  a n d  t h e  A b r a h a m  A c c o r d s  o f  2 0 2 0 .

E a c h  o f  t h e s e  a g r e e m e n t s  n o t  o n l y  s o u g h t

t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  c o n f l i c t s  b u t

a l s o  a i m e d  t o  f o s t e r  l o n g - t e r m  s t a b i l i t y  i n

t h e  r e g i o n .  T h e  o u t c o m e s  o f  t h e s e  t r e a t i e s

h a v e  v a r i e d ,  r e f l e c t i n g  b o t h  t h e

c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n

c o n f l i c t  a n d  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  p r o m o t i n g  p e a c e  a n d

s t a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .
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T h e  C a m p  D a v i d  A c c o r d s ,  b r o k e r e d  b y  U S

P r e s i d e n t  J i m m y  C a r t e r ,  m a r k e d  a

l a n d m a r k  s h i f t  i n  A r a b - I s r a e l i  r e l a t i o n s ,

l e a d i n g  t o  t h e  E g y p t - I s r a e l  P e a c e  Tr e a t y  i n

1 9 7 9 .  T h i s  a g r e e m e n t  r e s u l t e d  i n  I s r a e l ' s

w i t h d r a w a l  f r o m  t h e  S i n a i  P e n i n s u l a  a n d

t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  r e l a t i o n s

b e t w e e n  E g y p t  a n d  I s r a e l .  T h e  A c c o r d s  s e t

a  p r e c e d e n t  f o r  U S  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  M i d d l e

E a s t e r n  d i p l o m a c y  a n d  d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  n e g o t i a t e d  p e a c e .  H o w e v e r ,

w h i l e  t h e  t r e a t y  s t a b i l i z e d  r e l a t i o n s

b e t w e e n  E g y p t  a n d  I s r a e l ,  i t  a l s o  l e d  t o

b a c k l a s h  i n  t h e  A r a b  w o r l d ,  a s  m a n y

v i e w e d  i t  a s  a  b e t r a y a l  o f  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n

c a u s e .  T h i s  c o m p l e x  o u t c o m e  h i g h l i g h t e d

t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  a c h i e v i n g  c o m p r e h e n s i v e

p e a c e  i n  a  r e g i o n  f r a u g h t  w i t h  h i s t o r i c a l

g r i e v a n c e s .
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T h e  O s l o  A c c o r d s ,  s i g n e d  i n  t h e  1 9 9 0 s ,

r e p r e s e n t e d  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a t t e m p t  t o

a d d r e s s  t h e  I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  c o n f l i c t

t h r o u g h  d i r e c t  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  T h e  a c c o r d s

e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  A u t h o r i t y  a n d

a i m e d  t o  l a y  t h e  g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  a  t w o -

s t a t e  s o l u t i o n .  T h e  i n i t i a l  o p t i m i s m

s u r r o u n d i n g  O s l o  w a s  m e t  w i t h  i n c r e a s e d

v i o l e n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e

S e c o n d  I n t i f a d a .  T h e  f a i l u r e  t o  r e a l i z e  t h e

a s p i r a t i o n s  o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  A c c o r d s  h a s

c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  a  p r o l o n g e d  s t a l e m a t e  a n d

h a s  c o m p l i c a t e d  U S  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  e f f o r t s .

T h e  c h a l l e n g e s  f a c e d  d u r i n g  t h e

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  O s l o  f r a m e w o r k

i l l u s t r a t e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  r e c o n c i l i n g

n a t i o n a l  i d e n t i t i e s  a n d  h i s t o r i c a l

n a r r a t i v e s  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  p e a c e .
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T h e  A b r a h a m  A c c o r d s ,  b r o k e r e d  b y  U S

P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d  Tr u m p ,  m a r k e d  a

l a n d m a r k  s h i f t  i n  A r a b - I s r a e l i

r e l a t i o n s , . T h i s  n e w  d i p l o m a t i c  i n i t i a t i v e ,

n o r m a l i z i n g  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  I s r a e l  a n d

s e v e r a l  A r a b  n a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  U n i t e d

A r a b  E m i r a t e s  a n d  B a h r a i n  i s  s e e n  a s  a

s t r a t e g i c  s h i f t  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,

r e f l e c t i n g  c h a n g i n g  r e g i o n a l  d y n a m i c s  a n d

a  s h a r e d  i n t e r e s t  i n  c o u n t e r i n g  I r a n i a n

i n f l u e n c e .  T h e  U S  p l a y e d  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n

f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e s e  a c c o r d s ,  r e i n f o r c i n g  i t s

p o s i t i o n  a s  a  k e y  m e d i a t o r  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .

W h i l e  t h e  A b r a h a m  A c c o r d s  h a v e  t h e

p o t e n t i a l  t o  r e s h a p e  a l l i a n c e s  a n d  e n h a n c e

e c o n o m i c  a n d  s e c u r i t y  c o o p e r a t i o n ,

b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  A b r a h a m

F o r u m .
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H o w e v e r ,  t h e  A b r a h a m  A c c o r d s  h a v e  a l s o

b e e n  c r i t i c i z e d  f o r  s i d e l i n i n g  t h e

P a l e s t i n i a n  i s s u e  a n d  f a i l i n g  t o  a d d r e s s

t h e  l o n g s t a n d i n g  g r i e v a n c e s  o f

P a l e s t i n i a n s .

Peace to Prosperity: A Vision to Improve the Lives of

the Palest inian and Israeli People otherwise known as

The Trump Peace Plan, 2020. The plan was divided

into two parts, an economic port ion and a polit ical

port ion. On 22 June 2019, the Trump administrat ion

released the economic port ion of the plan, t it led

"Peace to Prosperity" . The polit ical port ion was

released in late January 2020. The plan had the

backing of Israel and several Arab states, who

pledged signigicant amount of money to help 'build'  a

Palestinian state. The Palest inians rejected it

immediately. Western media narrat ive either for

ideological reasons or bias was also unfavorable.
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Full document:

https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/peacetoprosperity/

Arab response: https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-

analysis/arab-reactions-trumps-peace-plan-analysis-and-

recommendation

The outcomes of these major peace treaties

underscore the interplay between domestic polit ics,

public opinion, and foreign policy. In the United

States, lobbying groups and NGOs have significantly

influenced policy decisions regarding Israel, often

shaping the narrat ive surrounding peace init iat ives.

Addit ionally, public opinion and media representation

of US-Israel relat ions have evolved, affect ing the

polit ical landscape and the willingness of

policymakers to pursue certa in diplomatic avenues.

Understanding the ramificat ions of these treaties

requires an analysis of how they fit  within the broader

historical context of US-Israel relat ions and the

ongoing quest for peace in the Middle East.

https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/peacetoprosperity/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/arab-reactions-trumps-peace-plan-analysis-and-recommendation
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Going Further: Recommended reading links:

Camp David 2000--A US negotiator's view on the Camp David

talks:

https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/07/13/lost-in-woods-

camp-david-retrospective-pub-82287

A negotiation theory of the Camp David talks.

https://www.hnlr.org/wp-

content/uploads/sites/22/2012/03/Rosenberg-Negotiation-

Final-Paper-1.pdf

Camp David 2000--The blame-game.

https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/the-blame-shifts-from-

arafat-over-failure-of-camp-david-summit-1.321083

The Trump Peace Plan 2020

https://carnegieendowment.org/2020/07/13/lost-in-woods-camp-david-retrospective-pub-82287
https://www.hnlr.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2012/03/Rosenberg-Negotiation-Final-Paper-1.pdf
https://www.irishtimes.com/culture/the-blame-shifts-from-arafat-over-failure-of-camp-david-summit-1.321083
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https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/peacetoprosperity/

https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/trumps-

deal-century-and-why-it-still-matters

The Role of Third Parties in

Mediation

The role of third parties in mediation has been a signi�cant

aspect of the US-Israel relationship, particularly during critical

periods of con�ict and negotiation. Third-party entities,

including international organizations, foreign governments,

and non-governmental organizations (NGOs), have often

stepped in to facilitate dialogue between the United States and

Israel or between Israel and other Middle Eastern states. These

third parties can provide neutral ground for discussions, offer

expertise in con�ict resolution, and help navigate the complex

political landscapes that characterize these relationships. Their

involvement can help mitigate tensions and foster an

environment conducive to negotiations.

https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/peacetoprosperity/
https://www.washingtoninstitute.org/policy-analysis/trumps-deal-century-and-why-it-still-matters
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O n e  n o t a b l e  e x a m p l e  o f  t h i r d - p a r t y

m e d i a t i o n  i n  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  o c c u r r e d

d u r i n g  t h e  O s l o  A c c o r d s  o f  t h e  1 9 9 0 s .  T h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  p l a y e d  a  p i v o t a l  r o l e  a s  a

m e d i a t o r ,  b u t  i t  w a s  a l s o  a i d e d  b y  t h e

i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  a n d

o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  N o r w a y ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,

h o s t e d  s e c r e t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  I s r a e l i

a n d  P a l e s t i n i a n  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,

s h o w c a s i n g  h o w  a  n e u t r a l  t h i r d  p a r t y  c a n

c r e a t e  a  s p a c e  f o r  d i a l o g u e  t h a t  m i g h t

o t h e r w i s e  b e  i m p o s s i b l e .  T h i s  k i n d  o f

m e d i a t i o n  n o t  o n l y  f a c i l i t a t e s  d i r e c t

c o m m u n i c a t i o n  b u t  a l s o  h e l p s  b u i l d  t r u s t

a m o n g  p a r t i e s  w h o  m a y  b e  w a r y  o f

e n g a g i n g  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  d i r e c t l y .
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I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  f a c i l i t a t i n g  d i a l o g u e ,  t h i r d

p a r t i e s  o f t e n  b r i n g  r e s o u r c e s  a n d

e x p e r t i s e  t h a t  c a n  e n h a n c e  t h e  m e d i a t i o n

p r o c e s s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  l i k e  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  c a n

p r o v i d e  v a l u a b l e  f r a m e w o r k s  f o r  p e a c e

a g r e e m e n t s ,  w h i l e  N G O s  c a n  o f f e r

g r a s s r o o t s  p e r s p e c t i v e s  a n d  e n g a g e  l o c a l

p o p u l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  p e a c e  p r o c e s s .

M o r e o v e r ,  t h e s e  e n t i t i e s  c a n  h e l p  h o l d

p a r t i e s  a c c o u n t a b l e  t o  t h e i r  c o m m i t m e n t s ,

e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c o m p l i a n c e

a n d  l o n g - t e r m  e n g a g e m e n t  i n  a n y

a g r e e m e n t s  r e a c h e d .  T h i s  m u l t i f a c e t e d

a p p r o a c h  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o  c r e a t e  m o r e

s u s t a i n a b l e  o u t c o m e s  i n  t h e  m e d i a t i o n

p r o c e s s .
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H o w e v e r ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  t h i r d  p a r t i e s  i s  n o t

w i t h o u t  i t s  c h a l l e n g e s .  T h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f

t h e s e  m e d i a t o r s  c a n  s o m e t i m e s  c o n f l i c t

w i t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e  p r i m a r y  p a r t i e s  i n v o l v e d

i n  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  w h i l e

t h e  U S  h a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  b e e n  a  s t r o n g  a l l y

o f  I s r a e l ,  i t s  r o l e  a s  a  m e d i a t o r  c a n  b e

c o m p l i c a t e d  b y  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c a l

p r e s s u r e s  a n d  d i f f e r i n g  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t h e

p e a c e  p r o c e s s .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e

i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  c e r t a i n  t h i r d  p a r t i e s  m a y

b e  v i e w e d  w i t h  s k e p t i c i s m  b y  o n e  o r  m o r e

p a r t i e s ,  p o t e n t i a l l y  u n d e r m i n i n g  t r u s t  i n

t h e  m e d i a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  I t  i s  c r u c i a l  f o r

m e d i a t o r s  t o  m a i n t a i n  n e u t r a l i t y  a n d  t o

n a v i g a t e  t h e s e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  c a r e f u l l y  t o

f o s t e r  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t  c o n d u c i v e  t o

g e n u i n e  d i a l o g u e .
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I n  s u m m a r y ,  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  t h i r d

p a r t i e s  i n  m e d i a t i o n  e f f o r t s  s u r r o u n d i n g

U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  h a s  p l a y e d  a  c r i t i c a l

r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e  t r a j e c t o r y  o f  p e a c e

i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  c o n f l i c t  r e s o l u t i o n  i n  t h e

r e g i o n .  T h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  p r o v i d e  n e u t r a l

g r o u n d ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  e x p e r t i s e  c a n

f a c i l i t a t e  d i a l o g u e  a n d  b u i l d  t r u s t  a m o n g

c o n f l i c t i n g  p a r t i e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e

c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  p e r c e p t i o n s

m u s t  b e  c a r e f u l l y  m a n a g e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t

m e d i a t i o n  e f f o r t s  a r e  e f f e c t i v e  a n d  l e a d  t o

l a s t i n g  s o l u t i o n s .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e

d y n a m i c s  o f  t h i r d - p a r t y  i n v o l v e m e n t  i s

e s s e n t i a l  f o r  s t u d e n t s  e x a m i n i n g  t h e

h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  l a n d s c a p e  o f

U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s .
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Challenges in the Peace

Process

Th e p ea ce  p r o ces s  b et ween  I s r a e l  a n d  t h e

P a les t in ia n s  h a s  f a ced  n u mer o u s  ch a l len g es

s in ce  i t s  in cep t io n ,  s ig n i f ica n t ly  imp a ct in g  U . S .

f o r e ig n  p o l icy  a n d  r e la t io n s  wi t h  b o t h  p a r t ies .

On e  o f  t h e  p r ima r y  o b s t a c les  is  t h e  d eep ly

r o o t ed  h is t o r ica l  g r iev a n ces  a n d  n a r r a t iv es  t h a t

ea ch  s id e  h o ld s .  Th e  I s r a e l i  p er s p ect iv e  o f t en

em p h a s iz es  s ecu r i t y  co n cer n s  s t emmin g  f r o m

h is t o r ica l  co n f l ic t s ,  wh i le  t h e  P a les t in ia n

n a r r a t iv e  f o cu s es  o n  is s u es  o f  d is p la cemen t

a n d  n a t io n a l  id en t i t y.  Th es e  co n t r a s t in g

v iewp o in t s  c r ea t e  a  co mp lex  b a ck d r o p  f o r

n eg o t ia t io n s ,  ma k in g  i t  d i f f icu l t  t o  f in d  co mmo n

g r o u n d .  A s  U . S .  p o l icy ma k er s  en g a g e  in

m ed ia t io n  e f f o r t s ,  t h ey  mu s t  n a v ig a t e  t h es e

s en s i t iv e  h is t o r ica l  co n t ex t s  wh i le  s t r iv in g  t o

b u i ld  t r u s t  b et ween  t h e  p a r t ies .
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Israeli Prime Minister Naftali Bennett and Secretary Antony J.

Blinken, 2021
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A n o t h e r  c h a l l e n g e  i s  t h e  p o l i t i c a l

l a n d s c a p e  w i t h i n  b o t h  I s r a e l  a n d  t h e

P a l e s t i n i a n  t e r r i t o r i e s .  I n  I s r a e l ,  s h i f t i n g

p o l i t i c a l  d y n a m i c s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r i s e  o f

m o r e  h a r d l i n e  f a c t i o n s ,  c a n  c o m p l i c a t e  t h e

p e a c e  p r o c e s s .  L e a d e r s  w h o  p r i o r i t i z e

s e c u r i t y  o v e r  n e g o t i a t i o n  m a y  r e s i s t

c o m p r o m i s e s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  p e a c e ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e g a r d i n g  c o n t e n t i o u s  i s s u e s

l i k e  s e t t l e m e n t s  i n  t h e  W e s t  B a n k .

C o n v e r s e l y ,  P a l e s t i n i a n  g o v e r n a n c e  i s

d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  A u t h o r i t y

i n  t h e  W e s t  B a n k  a n d  H a m a s  i n  G a z a ,

w h i c h  p r e s e n t s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  h u r d l e  t o

a c h i e v i n g  a  u n i f i e d  s t a n c e  d u r i n g

n e g o t i a t i o n s .  T h i s  f r a g m e n t a t i o n  w e a k e n s

t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n  n e g o t i a t i n g  p o s i t i o n  a n d

c o m p l i c a t e s  U . S .  e f f o r t s  t o  f a c i l i t a t e

d i a l o g u e .
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T h e  r o l e  o f  e x t e r n a l  a c t o r s  f u r t h e r

c o m p l i c a t e s  t h e  p e a c e  p r o c e s s .  R e g i o n a l

p o w e r s  s u c h  a s  I r a n ,  E g y p t ,  a n d  S a u d i

A r a b i a  h a v e  t h e i r  i n t e r e s t s  a n d  a g e n d a s

t h a t  c a n  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f  t h e

c o n f l i c t .  F o r  i n s t a n c e ,  I r a n ’ s  s u p p o r t  f o r

m i l i t a n t  g r o u p s  l i k e  H a m a s  d i r e c t l y

u n d e r m i n e s  U . S . - l e d  p e a c e  e f f o r t s .

A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  n o n -

g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c a n  c r e a t e

b o t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s ;  w h i l e

t h e y  c a n  f o s t e r  d i a l o g u e  a n d  p r o v i d e

h u m a n i t a r i a n  s u p p o r t ,  d i f f e r i n g  a g e n d a s

m a y  a l s o  l e a d  t o  t e n s i o n s  t h a t  h i n d e r

p r o g r e s s .  U . S .  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  m u s t  a c c o u n t

f o r  t h e s e  e x t e r n a l  i n f l u e n c e s  w h i l e

a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  a  r e s o l u t i o n .
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E c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s  a l s o  p l a y  a  c r i t i c a l  r o l e

i n  t h e  p e a c e  p r o c e s s .  T h e  d i s p a r i t y  i n

e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  b e t w e e n  I s r a e l i s  a n d

P a l e s t i n i a n s  c a n  e x a c e r b a t e  t e n s i o n s  a n d

f u e l  d i s c o n t e n t .  E f f o r t s  t o  p r o m o t e

e c o n o m i c  c o o p e r a t i o n  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e ,  b u t

t h e y  o f t e n  f a l l  s h o r t  o f  a d d r e s s i n g  t h e

u n d e r l y i n g  i s s u e s  o f  s o v e r e i g n t y  a n d  s e l f -

d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t h a t  a r e  c e n t r a l  t o  t h e

c o n f l i c t ,  y e t  c o m p l i c a t e d  b y  t h e  d i v i d e d

P a l e s t i n i a n  g o v e r n a n c e .  E c o n o m i c  a i d  f r o m

t h e  U . S .  t o  b o t h  I s r a e l  a n d  t h e  P a l e s t i n i a n

t e r r i t o r i e s  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r o m o t e  s t a b i l i t y ,

b u t  i t  s o m e t i m e s  f a i l s  t o  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o

m e a n i n g f u l  i m p r o v e m e n t s  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f

P a l e s t i n i a n s ,  w h i c h  c a n  l e a d  t o  s k e p t i c i s m

a n d  I s r a e l i  e c o n o m i c  a i d  t e n d s  t o  b e

f o r g o t t e n  i n  r e s i s t a n c e  t o w a r d  p e a c e

i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d  s u p p o r t  t e r r o r i s m  e . g .  " p a y

t o  s l a y " .
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L a s t l y ,  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a n d  m e d i a

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  s h a p e  t h e

d i s c o u r s e  s u r r o u n d i n g  U . S . - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s

a n d  t h e  p e a c e  p r o c e s s .  I n  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s ,  d i f f e r i n g  v i e w s  o n  I s r a e l ' s  p o l i c i e s

a n d  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  P a l e s t i n i a n s  c a n

i n f l u e n c e  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y

U . S .  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  L o b b y i n g  g r o u p s ,  s u c h

a s  A I P A C  a n d  J  S t r e e t ,  p l a y  a  p i v o t a l  r o l e

i n  s h a p i n g  n a r r a t i v e s  a n d  i n f l u e n c i n g

l a w m a k e r s .  A s  s t u d e n t s  e x p l o r e  t h e s e

d y n a m i c s ,  t h e y  m u s t  c o n s i d e r  h o w  p u b l i c

p e r c e p t i o n  a n d  m e d i a  f r a m i n g  c a n  i m p a c t

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e ,  t h e r e b y  a f f e c t i n g

t h e  f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  a c h i e v i n g  l a s t i n g  p e a c e

i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e s e

c h a l l e n g e s  r e q u i r e s  a  n u a n c e d  a n a l y s i s  o f

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l ,  p o l i t i c a l ,  a n d  s o c i o -

e c o n o m i c  f a c t o r s  a t  p l a y  i n  t h e  o n g o i n g

q u e s t  f o r  p e a c e .
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Strategic Alliances
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The Role of Iran in US-

Israel Relations

The role of Iran in US-Israel relations is a

critical factor that has shaped the

geopolitical landscape in the Middle East over

the past several decades. The Islamic

Republic of Iran, established in 1979

following the Iranian Revolution, has

maintained an adversarial stance towards

both the United States and Israel. This

antagonism is rooted in ideological, religious,

and political differences, which have fueled a

complex relationship characterized by mutual

suspicion and hostility. As Iran has sought to

expand its in�uence in the region, particularly

through its support for various terror groups,

the United States and Israel have viewed this

as a direct threat to their national security

and regional stability.
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T h e  t h r e a t  f r o m  I r a n  h a s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y

i n f l u e n c e d  U S  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  t o w a r d s

I s r a e l .  I n  t h e  w a k e  o f  t h e  1 9 7 9  r e v o l u t i o n ,

t h e  U S  r e a s s e s s e d  i t s  s t r a t e g i c

p a r t n e r s h i p s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  s o l i d i f y i n g  i t s

c o m m i t m e n t  t o  I s r a e l  a s  a  k e y  a l l y .  T h i s

a l i g n m e n t  w a s  f u r t h e r  r e i n f o r c e d  b y  I r a n ' s

s u p p o r t  f o r  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  H e z b o l l a h  a n d

H a m a s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  e n g a g e d  i n  a r m e d

c o n f l i c t  a g a i n s t  I s r a e l .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

h a s  r e s p o n d e d  b y  i n c r e a s i n g  m i l i t a r y  a i d

t o  I s r a e l ,  e n s u r i n g  i t  m a i n t a i n s  a

q u a l i t a t i v e  e d g e  o v e r  i t s  a d v e r s a r i e s .  T h i s

d y n a m i c  h a s  f o s t e r e d  a  s e n s e  o f  u r g e n c y

i n  b o t h  W a s h i n g t o n  a n d  J e r u s a l e m  t o

c o u n t e r  I r a n i a n  i n f l u e n c e  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s

m e a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d i p l o m a t i c  i s o l a t i o n ,

e c o n o m i c  s a n c t i o n s ,  a n d  m i l i t a r y

p r e p a r e d n e s s .
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I r a n ' s  n u c l e a r  a m b i t i o n s  h a v e  a l s o  p l a y e d

a  p i v o t a l  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s .  T h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  I r a n  d e v e l o p i n g

n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  h a s  b e e n  a  c e n t r a l

c o n c e r n  f o r  b o t h  n a t i o n s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  a

s e r i e s  o f  d i p l o m a t i c  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a n d

t e n s i o n s  o v e r  I r a n ' s  n u c l e a r  p r o g r a m .  T h e

J o i n t  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  P l a n  o f  A c t i o n

( J C P O A ) ,  s i g n e d  i n  2 0 1 5 ,  w a s  i n i t i a l l y  s e e n

a s  a  d i p l o m a t i c  b r e a k t h r o u g h  t h a t  c o u l d

m i t i g a t e  t h e  n u c l e a r  t h r e a t .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e

a g r e e m e n t  f a c e d  s i g n i f i c a n t  o p p o s i t i o n

f r o m  I s r a e l ,  a n d  S u n n i  A r a b  s t a t e s ,  w h i c h

v i e w e d  i t  a s  i n s u f f i c i e n t  a n d  p o t e n t i a l l y

d a n g e r o u s .  T h e  s u b s e q u e n t  w i t h d r a w a l  o f

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f r o m  t h e  J C P O A  i n  2 0 1 8

u n d e r  t h e  Tr u m p  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n

u n d e r s c o r e d  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  a l i g n i n g

U S  a n d  I s r a e l i  a n d  S u n n i  A r a b  s t a t e s

s t r a t e g i e s  r e g a r d i n g  I r a n .
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D o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  i n  b o t h  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s

a n d  I s r a e l  h a v e  f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t e d  t h e

r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I n  t h e  U S ,  l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s

s u c h  a s  t h e  A m e r i c a n  I s r a e l  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s

C o m m i t t e e  ( A I P A C )  h a v e  b e e n  i n f l u e n t i a l  i n

s h a p i n g  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  a l i g n  w i t h  I s r a e l i

i n t e r e s t s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  c o n c e r n i n g  I r a n .  I n

I s r a e l ,  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  o f t e n  s w a y s

t o w a r d s  a  h a r d l i n e  a p p r o a c h  i n  r e s p o n s e

t o  p e r c e i v e d  t h r e a t s  f r o m  I r a n ,  s h a p i n g

p u b l i c  p e r c e p t i o n  a n d  g o v e r n m e n t a l  p o l i c y .

T h i s  i n t e r p l a y  o f  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  h a s

c r e a t e d  a  s c e n a r i o  w h e r e  b o t h  n a t i o n s

o f t e n  f i n d  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  a l i g n m e n t  o n  t h e

I r a n i a n  i s s u e ,  t h o u g h  d i f f e r i n g  p o l i t i c a l

c o n t e x t s  c a n  l e a d  t o  d i v e r g e n t  s t r a t e g i e s

a n d  r e s p o n s e s .
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I n  s u m m a r y ,  I r a n ' s  r o l e  i n  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s  i s  m u l t i f a c e t e d ,  d e e p l y

i n t e r t w i n e d  w i t h  h i s t o r i c a l ,

i d e o l o g i c a l ,  a n d  s t r a t e g i c

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s .  T h e  t h r e a t  p o s e d  b y

I r a n  h a s  s o l i d i f i e d  t h e  U S - I s r a e l

a l l i a n c e ,  d r i v i n g  m i l i t a r y  c o o p e r a t i o n

a n d  e c o n o m i c  t i e s ,  w h i l e  a l s o

c o m p l i c a t i n g  d i p l o m a t i c  e f f o r t s  a i m e d

a t  p e a c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g

t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  c r u c i a l  f o r

u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s  s t u d y i n g  U S

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  a s  i t  e n c a p s u l a t e s  t h e

b r o a d e r  t h e m e s  o f  r e g i o n a l  s e c u r i t y

c o n c e r n s ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  l o b b y i n g

g r o u p s ,  a n d  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  d o m e s t i c

p o l i t i c s  o n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s .
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Alliances with Arab States and

Their Evolution
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T h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  a l l i a n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  A r a b  s t a t e s  h a s  b e e n  a

s i g n i f i c a n t  f a c t o r  i n  s h a p i n g  t h e

g e o p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  o f  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  l a t t e r  h a l f  o f

t h e  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  t h e  s h i f t i n g  d y n a m i c s  o f

r e g i o n a l  p o w e r ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  s t r a t e g i c

i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  h a v e  l e d  t o

v a r i e d  a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  A r a b  n a t i o n s .

I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  U S  s o u g h t  p a r t n e r s h i p s

p r i m a r i l y  t o  c o n t a i n  S o v i e t  i n f l u e n c e

d u r i n g  t h e  C o l d  W a r ,  l e a d i n g  t o  m i l i t a r y

a n d  e c o n o m i c  a i d  t o  k e y  A r a b  s t a t e s  s u c h

a s  E g y p t ,  J o r d a n ,  a n d  S a u d i  A r a b i a .  T h e s e

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w e r e  o f t e n  c o m p l i c a t e d  b y

t h e  A r a b - I s r a e l i  c o n f l i c t  a n d  t h e  b r o a d e r

c o n t e x t  o f  r e g i o n a l  n a t i o n a l i s m .
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T h e  p e a c e  t r e a t y  b e t w e e n  E g y p t  a n d  I s r a e l

i n  1 9 7 9  m a r k e d  a  p i v o t a l  m o m e n t  i n  t h e

e v o l u t i o n  o f  U S  a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  A r a b  s t a t e s .

T h e  C a m p  D a v i d  A c c o r d s ,  f a c i l i t a t e d  b y

P r e s i d e n t  J i m m y  C a r t e r ,  n o t  o n l y

n o r m a l i z e d  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  E g y p t  a n d

I s r a e l  b u t  a l s o  s e r v e d  t o  s t r e n g t h e n  U S

t i e s  w i t h  E g y p t  a s  a  c o u n t e r b a l a n c e  t o

r a d i c a l i s m  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h i s  a g r e e m e n t

w a s  s i g n i f i c a n t  a s  i t  s h o w c a s e d  t h e

p o t e n t i a l  f o r  d i p l o m a t i c  s o l u t i o n s  i n  t h e

A r a b - I s r a e l i  c o n f l i c t  a n d  e s t a b l i s h e d  a

p r e c e d e n t  f o r  U S  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  p e a c e

e f f o r t s .  I n  r e t u r n  f o r  r e c o g n i z i n g  I s r a e l ,

E g y p t  r e c e i v e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  m i l i t a r y  a n d

e c o n o m i c  a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s ,  w h i c h  f u r t h e r  s o l i d i f i e d  t h e

a l l i a n c e .
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A s  t h e  1 9 9 0 s  a p p r o a c h e d ,  t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f

U S - A r a b  r e l a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  t o  s h i f t ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  t h e  G u l f  W a r  i n  1 9 9 1 .  T h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  f o r m e d  a  c o a l i t i o n  w i t h

s e v e r a l  A r a b  s t a t e s  t o  r e p e l  I r a q ' s

i n v a s i o n  o f  K u w a i t .  T h i s  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  n o t

o n l y  r e i n f o r c e d  U S  m i l i t a r y  p r e s e n c e  i n  t h e

r e g i o n  b u t  a l s o  h i g h l i g h t e d  a  p r a g m a t i c

a p p r o a c h  t o  a l l i a n c e s ,  a s  c o u n t r i e s  l i k e

S a u d i  A r a b i a  a n d  E g y p t  a l i g n e d  t h e m s e l v e s

w i t h  U S  i n t e r e s t s  a g a i n s t  a  c o m m o n

e n e m y .  T h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  t h e  G u l f  W a r  a l s o

p r o m p t e d  r e n e w e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  p e a c e

i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t ,  c u l m i n a t i n g  i n  t h e  O s l o

A c c o r d s  b e t w e e n  I s r a e l  a n d  t h e  P a l e s t i n e

L i b e r a t i o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n  ( P LO ) ,  w h i c h

r e f l e c t e d  a  m o m e n t  o f  h o p e  f o r  U S

d i p l o m a c y .
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T h e  p o s t - 9 / 1 1  e r a  i n t r o d u c e d  n e w

c o m p l e x i t i e s  t o  U S  a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  A r a b

s t a t e s ,  a s  t h e  f o c u s  s h i f t e d  t o w a r d s

c o m b a t i n g  t e r r o r i s m  a n d  a d d r e s s i n g

s e c u r i t y  c o n c e r n s .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s '

i n v a s i o n s  o f  A f g h a n i s t a n  a n d  I r a q

d r a m a t i c a l l y  a l t e r e d  t h e  r e g i o n a l  b a l a n c e

o f  p o w e r  a n d  f u r t h e r  s t r a i n e d

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  s o m e  A r a b  n a t i o n s .

W h i l e  t r a d i t i o n a l  a l l i e s  l i k e  J o r d a n  a n d

E g y p t  r e m a i n e d  c o o p e r a t i v e ,  n e w  d y n a m i c s

e m e r g e d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w i t h  t h e  r i s e  o f  I r a n

a s  a  r e g i o n a l  p o w e r .  T h e  U S  s o u g h t  t o

b o l s t e r  t i e s  w i t h  G u l f  m o n a r c h i e s ,  v i e w i n g

t h e m  a s  c r i t i c a l  p a r t n e r s  i n  c o u n t e r i n g

I r a n i a n  i n f l u e n c e ,  w h i c h  l e d  t o  i n c r e a s e d

m i l i t a r y  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  a r m s  s a l e s .
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I n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ,  t h e  n o r m a l i z a t i o n

a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  I s r a e l  a n d  s e v e r a l

A r a b  s t a t e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e  U n i t e d  A r a b

E m i r a t e s  a n d  B a h r a i n ,  h a v e  m a r k e d  a  n e w

c h a p t e r  i n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  a l l i a n c e s  i n  t h e

r e g i o n .  T h e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s ,  o f t e n  r e f e r r e d

t o  a s  t h e  A b r a h a m  A c c o r d s ,  r e f l e c t  a

s i g n i f i c a n t  s h i f t  i n  A r a b  p e r s p e c t i v e s

t o w a r d s  I s r a e l ,  d r i v e n  b y  s h a r e d  c o n c e r n s

o v e r  I r a n  a n d  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  e c o n o m i c

c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  T h e  U S  h a s  p l a y e d  a  c r u c i a l

r o l e  i n  f a c i l i t a t i n g  t h e s e  a g r e e m e n t s ,

r e a f f i r m i n g  i t s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  r e g i o n a l

s t a b i l i t y  a n d  s e c u r i t y .
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T h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  U S  a l l i a n c e s  w i t h  A r a b

s t a t e s  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  a

m u l t i t u d e  o f  f a c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d o m e s t i c

p o l i t i c s ,  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  a n d  t h e  e n d u r i n g

c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n

c o n f l i c t ,  u n d e r s c o r i n g  t h e  i n t r i c a t e  w e b  o f

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  t h a t  d e f i n e  t h e  M i d d l e

E a s t e r n  g e o p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e .

The Signing of the Abraham Accords, 2020
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Going Further: New friends, how the Abraham Accords

in�uence Israeli strategy

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/can-abraham-accords-

succeed-exploring-arab-support-normalization-israel

https://www.mei.edu/publications/two-years-what-state-

abraham-accords

https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/09/23/abraham-accords-

israel-palestine-two-years/

https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/commentary/event-

recap/two-years-since-the-abraham-accords-how-the-region-

is-transforming/

Counterterrorism E�orts and

Regional Stability

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/article/can-abraham-accords-succeed-exploring-arab-support-normalization-israel
https://www.mei.edu/publications/two-years-what-state-abraham-accords
https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/09/23/abraham-accords-israel-palestine-two-years/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/commentary/event-recap/two-years-since-the-abraham-accords-how-the-region-is-transforming/
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C o u n t e r t e r r o r i s m  E f f o r t s  a n d  R e g i o n a l

S t a b i l i t y

C o u n t e r t e r r o r i s m  e f f o r t s  h a v e  b e e n  a

p i v o t a l  a s p e c t  o f  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s ,

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n f l u e n c i n g  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s '

f o r e i g n  p o l i c i e s  a n d  r e g i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y .  T h e

e m e r g e n c e  o f  v a r i o u s  t e r r o r i s t

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  h a s

p r o m p t e d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  I s r a e l  t o

c o l l a b o r a t e  c l o s e l y  o n  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s h a r i n g ,

m i l i t a r y  o p e r a t i o n s ,  a n d  s t r a t e g i c

p l a n n i n g .  T h i s  p a r t n e r s h i p  h a s  e v o l v e d

t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s  c o n f l i c t s  a n d  h a s  b e e n

s h a p e d  b y  t h e  b r o a d e r  g e o p o l i t i c a l

l a n d s c a p e ,  w h e r e  b o t h  n a t i o n s  s e e k  t o

a d d r e s s  c o m m o n  t h r e a t s .  T h e  a l i g n m e n t  o f

t h e i r  c o u n t e r t e r r o r i s m  o b j e c t i v e s  n o t  o n l y

a i m s  t o  s a f e g u a r d  t h e i r  n a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s

b u t  a l s o  s e e k s  t o  p r o m o t e  s t a b i l i t y  i n  a

r e g i o n  o f t e n  m a r k e d  b y  v o l a t i l i t y .
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T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  o f  U S - I s r a e l

c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  c o u n t e r t e r r o r i s m  c a n  b e

t r a c e d  b a c k  t o  e v e n t s  s u c h  a s  t h e  1 9 7 2

M u n i c h  O l y m p i c s  a t t a c k ,  w h i c h

u n d e r s c o r e d  t h e  n e e d  f o r  e n h a n c e d

s e c u r i t y  m e a s u r e s  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n c e

c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  O v e r  t h e  d e c a d e s ,  t h i s

p a r t n e r s h i p  h a s  e x p a n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  j o i n t

m i l i t a r y  e x e r c i s e s ,  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a d v a n c e d  d e f e n s e

t e c h n o l o g i e s .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s

p r o v i d e d  I s r a e l  w i t h  s u b s t a n t i a l  m i l i t a r y

a i d ,  w h i c h  h a s  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n

b o l s t e r i n g  I s r a e l ' s  d e f e n s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s

a g a i n s t  t e r r o r i s t  t h r e a t s .  T h i s  a s s i s t a n c e

n o t  o n l y  s t r e n g t h e n s  I s r a e l ' s  m i l i t a r y

p o s t u r e  b u t  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o

t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s '  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  i t s  a l l y

i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  r e g i o n a l  i n s t a b i l i t y .
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R e g i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y  i s  o f t e n  j e o p a r d i z e d  b y

t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  t e r r o r i s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t h a t

e x p l o i t  p o l i t i c a l ,  e t h n i c ,  a n d  r e l i g i o u s

g r i e v a n c e s .  G r o u p s  s u c h  a s  H a m a s  a n d

H e z b o l l a h  p o s e  s i g n i f i c a n t  c h a l l e n g e s  t o

b o t h  U S  a n d  I s r a e l i  s e c u r i t y  i n t e r e s t s .  I n

r e s p o n s e ,  t h e  t w o  n a t i o n s  h a v e  w o r k e d

t o g e t h e r  t o  i m p l e m e n t  c o u n t e r t e r r o r i s m

s t r a t e g i e s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  t a r g e t e d

o p e r a t i o n s ,  s a n c t i o n s ,  a n d  d i p l o m a t i c

e f f o r t s  a i m e d  a t  i s o l a t i n g  t h e s e  g r o u p s .

T h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e s e  s t r a t e g i e s  h a s

b e e n  a  s u b j e c t  o f  d e b a t e ;  h o w e v e r ,  t h e

u n d e r l y i n g  p r i n c i p l e  r e m a i n s  t h a t  a  s e c u r e

I s r a e l  c o n t r i b u t e s  t o  b r o a d e r  r e g i o n a l

s t a b i l i t y ,  w h i c h  i s  a  f u n d a m e n t a l  g o a l  o f

U S  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .
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T h e  i m p a c t  o f  c o u n t e r t e r r o r i s m  e f f o r t s

e x t e n d s  b e y o n d  m i l i t a r y  a c t i o n s ;  i t  a l s o

i n f l u e n c e s  d i p l o m a t i c  i n i t i a t i v e s  a n d

e c o n o m i c  r e l a t i o n s  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  T h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  o f t e n  u s e d  i t s  l e v e r a g e

t o  p r o m o t e  p e a c e  p r o c e s s e s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e

O s l o  A c c o r d s ,  w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y

a d d r e s s i n g  s e c u r i t y  c o n c e r n s  r e l a t e d  t o

t e r r o r i s m .  E f f o r t s  t o  f o s t e r  e c o n o m i c  t i e s

b e t w e e n  I s r a e l  a n d  i t s  n e i g h b o r s ,  a s  s e e n

i n  i n i t i a t i v e s  a i m e d  a t  n o r m a l i z i n g

r e l a t i o n s ,  a r e  o f t e n  c o n t i n g e n t  o n  t h e

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o f  c o u n t e r t e r r o r i s m

m e a s u r e s .  C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  t h e  i n t e r l i n k a g e

b e t w e e n  s e c u r i t y  a n d  d i p l o m a c y

u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  c o m p l e x i t y  o f  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  a c h i e v i n g

l a s t i n g  p e a c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .
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F i n a l l y ,  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  w i t h i n  b o t h  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  I s r a e l  p l a y  a  c r i t i c a l

r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  c o u n t e r t e r r o r i s m  p o l i c i e s

a n d  t h e i r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  r e g i o n a l

s t a b i l i t y .  T h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s ,

p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  a n d  m e d i a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n

c a n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t  p o l i c y m a k e r s ’

d e c i s i o n s ,  o f t e n  r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  p r e v a i l i n g

a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d  t e r r o r i s m  a n d  s e c u r i t y .

A s  n e w  t h r e a t s  e m e r g e ,  t h e  d y n a m i c s  o f

U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  e v o l v e ,

w i t h  c o u n t e r t e r r o r i s m  e f f o r t s  r e m a i n i n g

c e n t r a l  t o  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r s h i p .

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e s e  i n t r i c a t e  c o n n e c t i o n s

i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s

s t u d y i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v o l u t i o n  o f  U S -

I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  b r o a d e r

i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  s e c u r i t y .
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M a j o r  p r o - I s r a e l  l o b b y i n g

o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p l a y  a  c r i t i c a l  r o l e  i n

s h a p i n g  U . S .  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  t o w a r d s

I s r a e l ,  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n f l u e n c i n g  p u b l i c

o p i n i o n  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  o u t c o m e s .

T h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a d v o c a t e  f o r

s t r o n g  U . S . - I s r a e l  t i e s ,  o f t e n

m o b i l i z i n g  g r a s s r o o t s  s u p p o r t  a n d

e n g a g i n g  i n  p o l i t i c a l  a d v o c a c y  t o

e n s u r e  t h a t  I s r a e l  r e m a i n s  a  p r i o r i t y

i n  A m e r i c a n  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  T h r o u g h  a

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  s t r a t e g i c  m e s s a g i n g ,

f u n d i n g ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  c o n n e c t i o n s ,

t h e s e  g r o u p s  w o r k  t o  r e i n f o r c e  t h e

n a r r a t i v e  o f  U . S .  s u p p o r t  f o r  I s r a e l ,

e m p h a s i z i n g  s h a r e d  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s ,

r e g i o n a l  s t a b i l i t y ,  a n d  s e c u r i t y

c o n c e r n s .
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O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  p r o m i n e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n s

i s  t h e  A m e r i c a n  I s r a e l  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s

C o m m i t t e e  ( A I P A C ) ,  w h i c h  i s  w i d e l y

r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  i t s  i n f l u e n c e  i n  C o n g r e s s

a n d  i t s  a b i l i t y  t o  m o b i l i z e  p r o - I s r a e l

a d v o c a t e s  a c r o s s  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  A I P A C

f o c u s e s  o n  l o b b y i n g  e f f o r t s  a i m e d  a t

s e c u r i n g  m i l i t a r y  a i d  f o r  I s r a e l ,  p r o m o t i n g

l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  b o l s t e r s  U . S . - I s r a e l

c o o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  c o u n t e r i n g  a n t i - I s r a e l

s e n t i m e n t s .  T h e i r  a n n u a l  p o l i c y  c o n f e r e n c e

a t t r a c t s  t h o u s a n d s  o f  a t t e n d e e s ,  i n c l u d i n g

l a w m a k e r s ,  a n d  s e r v e s  a s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t

p l a t f o r m  f o r  d i s c u s s i n g  s t r a t e g i e s  a n d

i n i t i a t i v e s  t h a t  s t r e n g t h e n  U . S . - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s .
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A n o t h e r  k e y  p l a y e r  i s  t h e  A n t i -

D e f a m a t i o n  L e a g u e  ( A D L ) ,  w h i c h ,  w h i l e

p r i m a r i l y  f o c u s e d  o n  c o m b a t i n g  a n t i -

S e m i t i s m  a n d  p r o m o t i n g  c i v i l  r i g h t s ,

a l s o  e n g a g e s  i n  a d v o c a c y  t o  e n s u r e

U . S .  s u p p o r t  f o r  I s r a e l .  T h e  A D L  w o r k s

t o  e d u c a t e  b o t h  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d

p o l i c y m a k e r s  a b o u t  t h e  c h a l l e n g e s

I s r a e l  f a c e s ,  f r a m i n g  i t s  n a r r a t i v e

w i t h i n  t h e  b r o a d e r  c o n t e x t  o f  h u m a n

r i g h t s  a n d  d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s .  T h r o u g h

e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a n d  p u b l i c

c a m p a i g n s ,  t h e  A D L  s e e k s  t o  f o s t e r  a

p o s i t i v e  i m a g e  o f  I s r a e l  a n d

c o u n t e r a c t  n e g a t i v e  p e r c e p t i o n s  t h a t

m a y  a r i s e  f r o m  t h e  c o m p l e x

g e o p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  o f  t h e  M i d d l e

E a s t .
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T h e  Z i o n i s t  O r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  A m e r i c a

( Z O A )  a l s o  p l a y s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e ,

e m p h a s i z i n g  a  m o r e  h a r d l i n e  s t a n c e  o n

U . S .  p o l i c y  t o w a r d s  I s r a e l .  T h e  Z O A

a d v o c a t e s  f o r  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  p r i o r i t i z e

I s r a e l ' s  s e c u r i t y  a n d  t e r r i t o r i a l  c l a i m s

a n d  o f t e n  c r i t i q u e s  U . S .  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y

w h e n  i t  i s  p e r c e i v e d  a s  u n f a v o r a b l e  t o

I s r a e l i  i n t e r e s t s .  B y  e n g a g i n g  w i t h

b o t h  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  a n d  g r a s s r o o t s

s u p p o r t e r s ,  t h e  Z O A  a i m s  t o  p r o m o t e  a

r o b u s t  d e f e n s e  o f  I s r a e l ’ s  r i g h t s ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  c o n t e n t i o u s  d i s c u s s i o n s

s u r r o u n d i n g  p e a c e  n e g o t i a t i o n s  a n d

t e r r i t o r i a l  d i s p u t e s .
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I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,

n u m e r o u s  s m a l l e r  g r o u p s  a n d

g r a s s r o o t s  m o v e m e n t s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o

t h e  p r o - I s r a e l  l o b b y i n g  l a n d s c a p e .

O r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s  S t a n d W i t h U s

a n d  t h e  I s r a e l  P r o j e c t  f o c u s  o n  p u b l i c

e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a d v o c a c y ,  u t i l i z i n g

s o c i a l  m e d i a  a n d  c o m m u n i t y  o u t r e a c h

t o  e n g a g e  y o u n g e r  d e m o g r a p h i c s  a n d

c o u n t e r  a n t i - I s r a e l  n a r r a t i v e s .  T h e s e

e f f o r t s  r e f l e c t  a  b r o a d e r  s t r a t e g y

a m o n g  p r o - I s r a e l  g r o u p s  t o  c u l t i v a t e  a

d i v e r s e  c o a l i t i o n  o f  s u p p o r t e r s  w h o

c a n  a d v o c a t e  f o r  I s r a e l  a c r o s s  v a r i o u s

p l a t f o r m s ,  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  U . S .  f o r e i g n

p o l i c y  r e m a i n s  a l i g n e d  w i t h  I s r a e l ' s

s t r a t e g i c  i n t e r e s t s  i n  a n  i n c r e a s i n g l y

c o m p l e x  g l o b a l  e n v i r o n m e n t .
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The Role of NGOs in Shaping

Public Opinion

Th e r o le  o f  n o n - g o v er n men t a l  o r g a n iz a t io n s

( N G Os )  in  s h a p in g  p u b l ic  o p in io n  r eg a r d in g  U S-

I s r a e l  r e la t io n s  h a s  b eco me in c r ea s in g ly

s ig n i f ica n t  in  t h e  co n t emp o r a r y  p o l i t ica l

la n d s ca p e.  Th es e  o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  o f t en  d r iv en  b y

s p ec i f ic  id eo lo g ies ,  h u ma n i t a r ia n  in t e r es t s ,  o r

a d v o ca cy  f o r  cer t a in  p o l ic ies ,  h a v e  t h e  a b i l i t y

t o  in f lu en ce  p er cep t io n s  t h r o u g h  v a r io u s

m ea n s ,  in c lu d in g  g r a s s r o o t s  ca mp a ig n s ,  s o c ia l

m ed ia ,  a n d  p u b l ic  o u t r ea ch  in i t ia t iv es .  Th is

in f lu en ce  ca n  s ig n i f ica n t ly  imp a ct  t h e  b r o a d er

n a r r a t iv e  s u r r o u n d in g  U S  f o r e ig n  p o l icy,

p a r t icu la r ly  a s  i t  p er t a in s  t o  m i l i t a r y  a id ,

eco n o m ic  t ies ,  a n d  d ip lo ma t ic  e f f o r t s  in  t h e

M id d le  E a s t .
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N G O s  o f t e n  o p e r a t e  a t  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f

p o l i c y  a d v o c a c y  a n d  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n ,

p r o v i d i n g  r e s e a r c h ,  r e p o r t s ,  a n d  a n a l y s i s

t h a t  f r a m e  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s .  B y  h i g h l i g h t i n g  s p e c i f i c  i s s u e s ,

s u c h  a s  h u m a n  r i g h t s  v i o l a t i o n s  o r

e c o n o m i c  i n e q u a l i t i e s ,  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s

c a n  s h i f t  t h e  f o c u s  o f  p u b l i c  d i s c o u r s e

a n d  c h a l l e n g e  p r e v a i l i n g  n a r r a t i v e s .  T h e i r

a b i l i t y  t o  d i s s e m i n a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r a p i d l y

t h r o u g h  d i g i t a l  p l a t f o r m s  a l l o w s  t h e m  t o

r e a c h  a  w i d e  a u d i e n c e ,  t h e r e b y  f o s t e r i n g  a

m o r e  i n f o r m e d  p u b l i c  t h a t  m a y  q u e s t i o n  o r

s u p p o r t  e x i s t i n g  p o l i c i e s  b a s e d  o n  t h e

e v i d e n c e  p r e s e n t e d .
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F u r t h e r m o r e ,  N G O s  p l a y  a  c r i t i c a l  r o l e  i n

m o b i l i z i n g  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  t h r o u g h

c a m p a i g n s  t h a t  e n c o u r a g e  c i v i c

e n g a g e m e n t  a n d  a d v o c a c y .  B y  o r g a n i z i n g

d e m o n s t r a t i o n s ,  p e t i t i o n s ,  a n d  l o b b y i n g

e f f o r t s ,  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  c a n

d e m o n s t r a t e  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t  o r  o p p o s i t i o n

t o  s p e c i f i c  p o l i c i e s ,  i n f l u e n c i n g  l e g i s l a t o r s

a n d  p o l i c y m a k e r s .  I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  U S -

I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s ,  N G O s  m a y  a d v o c a t e  f o r

i n c r e a s e d  h u m a n i t a r i a n  a i d  t o  P a l e s t i n i a n s

o r  p u s h  b a c k  a g a i n s t  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e

t o  I s r a e l ,  s e e k i n g  t o  a l i g n  p u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t

w i t h  t h e i r  o b j e c t i v e s .  T h i s  g r a s s r o o t s

m o b i l i z a t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  i n  a  d e m o c r a t i c

s o c i e t y  w h e r e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  c a n  s w a y

p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n  a n d  l e g i s l a t i v e  d e c i s i o n s .
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T h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  N G O s  i s  a l s o  e v i d e n t  i n

t h e i r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  w i t h  l i k e - m i n d e d

g r o u p s  a n d  c o a l i t i o n s  t h a t  a m p l i f y  t h e i r

m e s s a g e .  B y  p a r t n e r i n g  w i t h  o t h e r

o r g a n i z a t i o n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h o s e  f o c u s e d  o n

h u m a n  r i g h t s ,  p e a c e  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  o r

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  i s s u e s ,  N G O s  c a n  b r o a d e n

t h e i r  r e a c h  a n d  i m p a c t .  S u c h

c o l l a b o r a t i o n s  c a n  c r e a t e  a  u n i f i e d  f r o n t

t h a t  a d d r e s s e s  m u l t i p l e  f a c e t s  o f  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s ,  f r o m  e c o n o m i c  c o o p e r a t i o n  t o

r e g i o n a l  s e c u r i t y  c o n c e r n s .  T h i s  c o l l e c t i v e

a p p r o a c h  h e l p s  t o  c r e a t e  a  m o r e  n u a n c e d

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  c o m p l e x  i s s u e s  a n d  c a n

u l t i m a t e l y  s h a p e  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  p e r c e p t i o n  o f

t h e  U S ' s  r o l e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .
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I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  N G O s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y

s h a p e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  o n  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s  t h r o u g h  a d v o c a c y ,

e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  m o b i l i z a t i o n

e f f o r t s .  T h e i r  a b i l i t y  t o  i n f l u e n c e

d i s c o u r s e  s u r r o u n d i n g  m i l i t a r y  a i d ,

e c o n o m i c  t i e s ,  a n d  d i p l o m a t i c

i n i t i a t i v e s  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  i n  t h e

p o l i t i c a l  p r o c e s s .  A s  u n i v e r s i t y

s t u d e n t s  s t u d y i n g  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l

e v o l u t i o n  o f  t h e s e  r e l a t i o n s ,  i t  i s

c r u c i a l  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  p o w e r  o f

N G O s  i n  n o t  o n l y  r e f l e c t i n g  p u b l i c

s e n t i m e n t  b u t  a l s o  i n  a c t i v e l y

s h a p i n g  i t ,  t h e r e b y  i m p a c t i n g  t h e

t r a j e c t o r y  o f  U S  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  i n

t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .
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The Impact of Lobbying on

Policy Decisions

T h e  i m p a c t  o f  l o b b y i n g  o n  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s

r e g a r d i n g  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  h a s  b e e n

p r o f o u n d ,  s h a p i n g  t h e  c o n t o u r s  o f  f o r e i g n

p o l i c y  f o r  d e c a d e s .  L o b b y i n g  g r o u p s ,

p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h o s e  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  I s r a e l ,

h a v e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n f l u e n c e d  l e g i s l a t i v e

a n d  e x e c u t i v e  a c t i o n s  t h r o u g h  a

c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  d i r e c t  e n g a g e m e n t  w i t h

p o l i c y m a k e r s  a n d  g r a s s r o o t s  m o b i l i z a t i o n

o f  p u b l i c  s u p p o r t .  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  s u c h  a s

t h e  A m e r i c a n  I s r a e l  P u b l i c  A f f a i r s

C o m m i t t e e  ( A I P A C )  h a v e  p l a y e d  a  p i v o t a l

r o l e  i n  f o s t e r i n g  a  f a v o r a b l e  e n v i r o n m e n t

f o r  m i l i t a r y  a i d ,  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s ,  a n d

d i p l o m a t i c  i n i t i a t i v e s ,  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  t h e  U S

m a i n t a i n s  a  s t r a t e g i c  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h

I s r a e l .
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O n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  w a y s  l o b b y i n g

h a s  i n f l u e n c e d  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  i s  t h r o u g h

t h e  a l l o c a t i o n  o f  m i l i t a r y  a i d .  T h e  U S  h a s

c o n s i s t e n t l y  p r o v i d e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  m i l i t a r y

a s s i s t a n c e  t o  I s r a e l ,  w h i c h  l o b b y i s t s  a r g u e

i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  r e g i o n a l

s t a b i l i t y  a n d  s u p p o r t i n g  a  d e m o c r a t i c  a l l y .

T h i s  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  n o t  o n l y  r e i n f o r c e s

I s r a e l ' s  d e f e n s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  b u t  a l s o

s e r v e s  a s  a  t o o l  f o r  t h e  U S  t o  a s s e r t  i t s

i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  L o b b y i n g

e f f o r t s  a m p l i f y  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  t h a t  m i l i t a r y

a i d  i s  a  v i t a l  c o m p o n e n t  o f  A m e r i c a n

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y ,  t h e r e b y  s h a p i n g  l e g i s l a t i v e

o u t c o m e s  a n d  s e c u r i n g  c o n t i n u e d  f u n d i n g .
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E c o n o m i c  t i e s  a n d  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s

b e t w e e n  t h e  U S  a n d  I s r a e l  h a v e  a l s o  b e e n

b o l s t e r e d  b y  l o b b y i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .  P r o - I s r a e l

l o b b y i s t s  a d v o c a t e  f o r  p o l i c i e s  t h a t

e n h a n c e  b i l a t e r a l  t r a d e ,  e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e

m u t u a l  b e n e f i t s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  e c o n o m i c

c o o p e r a t i o n .  T h i s  i n c l u d e s  p r o m o t i n g  h i g h -

t e c h  p a r t n e r s h i p s ,  i n n o v a t i o n  e x c h a n g e s ,

a n d  j o i n t  v e n t u r e s  t h a t  e x t e n d  b e y o n d

m i l i t a r y  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  A s  t r a d e

a g r e e m e n t s  g a i n  m o m e n t u m ,  l o b b y i n g

g r o u p s  w o r k  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e s e  e c o n o m i c

p o l i c i e s  a l i g n  w i t h  b r o a d e r  s t r a t e g i c  g o a l s ,

r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  s t r o n g

e c o n o m i c  t i e s  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  r e g i o n a l

s e c u r i t y  a n d  s t a b i l i t y .
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D o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  p l a y  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n

s h a p i n g  l o b b y i n g  e f f o r t s  a n d  t h e

s u b s e q u e n t  p o l i c y  o u t c o m e s .  L o b b y i n g

g r o u p s  o f t e n  t a p  i n t o  p a r t i s a n  d i v i d e s ,

f r a m i n g  t h e i r  m e s s a g e s  t o  r e s o n a t e  w i t h

v a r i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  c o n s t i t u e n c i e s .  T h e

i n f l u e n c e  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y

a m o n g  k e y  v o t e r  d e m o g r a p h i c s ,  c a n n o t  b e

u n d e r s t a t e d ;  l o b b y i n g  e f f o r t s  f r e q u e n t l y

a i m  t o  c u l t i v a t e  a  n a r r a t i v e  t h a t  a l i g n s

w i t h  p o p u l a r  s e n t i m e n t ,  t h e r e b y  p r e s s u r i n g

e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  t o  s u p p o r t  p r o - I s r a e l

p o l i c i e s .  A s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  i n t e r p l a y  b e t w e e n

d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  a n d  l o b b y i n g  h a s

s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  t h e  d i r e c t i o n

o f  U S  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y  t o w a r d s  I s r a e l .
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F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  l o b b y i n g

e x t e n d s  i n t o  b r o a d e r  d i p l o m a t i c  e f f o r t s

a n d  p e a c e  p r o c e s s  i n i t i a t i v e s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e

E a s t .  W h i l e  s o m e  l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s

a d v o c a t e  f o r  p e a c e  a n d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,

o t h e r s  f o c u s  o n  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  I s r a e l ' s

m i l i t a r y  p o s t u r e ,  o f t e n  c o m p l i c a t i n g

d i p l o m a t i c  n e g o t i a t i o n s .  T h e  d i v e r s e  r a n g e

o f  l o b b y i n g  i n t e r e s t s  r e f l e c t s  t h e

c o m p l e x i t y  o f  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e

c h a l l e n g e s  p o l i c y m a k e r s  f a c e  i n  b a l a n c i n g

c o m p e t i n g  p r i o r i t i e s .  A s  s u c h ,

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  i m p a c t  o f  l o b b y i n g  o n

p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  g r a s p i n g

t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v o l u t i o n  o f  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  o n g o i n g  d y n a m i c s  t h a t

s h a p e  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  p a r t n e r s h i p .
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Shifts in Public Opinion Over

Time

P u b l ic  o p in io n  r eg a r d in g  U S- I s r a e l  r e la t io n s  h a s

ev o lv ed  s ig n i f ica n t ly  o v er  t h e  d eca d es ,  s h a p ed

b y  a  co m b in a t io n  o f  g eo p o l i t ica l  ev en t s ,  med ia

p o r t r a y a l ,  a n d  d o mes t ic  p o l i t ica l  d y n a mics .

D u r in g  t h e  ea r ly  y ea r s  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  I s r a e l ,

p o s t - Wo r ld  Wa r  I I  s en t imen t s  f a v o r ed  a  s t r o n g

A m er ica n  b a ck in g  o f  I s r a e l ,  d r iv en  b y  a  s h a r ed

co m m it m en t  t o  d emo cr a cy  a n d  t h e  H o lo ca u s t ’s

im p a ct  o n  g lo b a l  co n s c io u s n es s .  Th is  in i t ia l

p er io d  s a w wid es p r ea d  s u p p o r t  f o r  m i l i t a r y  a id

a n d  eco n o mic  a s s is t a n ce ,  a s  ma n y  A mer ica n s

v iewed  I s r a e l  a s  a  b ea co n  o f  d emo cr a cy  in  a

t u m u l t u o u s  r eg io n .  Th e  a l ig n men t  o f  v a lu es

b et ween  t h e  t wo  n a t io n s  h e lp ed  f o s t er  a  r o b u s t

p a r t n er s h ip  t h a t  wa s  d eep ly  r o o t ed  in  mu t u a l

in t e r es t s .
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H o wev er,  a s  t h e  g eo p o l i t ica l  la n d s ca p e  in  t h e

M id d le  E a s t  s h i f t ed ,  p u b l ic  o p in io n  b eg a n  t o

r ef lec t  t h e  co mp lex i t ies  o f  t h e  I s r a e l i -

P a les t in ia n  co n f l ic t  a n d  b r o a d er  A r a b - I s r a e l i

t en s io n s .  Th e  1 9 7 3  Yo m K ip p u r  Wa r  a n d

s u b s eq u en t  o i l  c r is is  h ig h l ig h t ed  t h e

v u ln er a b i l i t ies  o f  U S  f o r e ig n  p o l icy,  p r o mp t in g  a

r eev a lu a t io n  o f  A mer ica 's  r o le  in  t h e  r eg io n .  A s

t h e  co n f l ic t  co n t in u ed  a n d  ima g es  o f  v io len ce

em er g ed  in  t h e  med ia ,  t h e  A mer ica n  p u b l ic 's

p er cep t io n  o f  I s r a e l  b eca me mo r e  n u a n ced .

Wh i le  m a n y  co n t in u ed  t o  s u p p o r t  I s r a e l ,  a

g r o win g  s eg men t  o f  t h e  p o p u la t io n  b eg a n  t o

ex p r es s  co n cer n  o v er  h u ma n  r ig h t s  is s u es  a n d

t h e  t r ea t m en t  o f  P a les t in ia n s ,  lea d in g  t o

in c r ea s ed  ca l ls  f o r  a  b a la n ced  a p p r o a ch  in  U S

f o r e ig n  p o l icy.
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T h e  1 9 8 0 s  a n d  1 9 9 0 s  m a r k e d  a n o t h e r

p i v o t a l  s h i f t  i n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y

d u r i n g  t h e  O s l o  A c c o r d s  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t

p e a c e  i n i t i a t i v e s .  T h e  p r o m i s e  o f  p e a c e

g e n e r a t e d  a  w a v e  o f  o p t i m i s m  a m o n g

A m e r i c a n s ,  w i t h  m a n y  s u p p o r t i n g

d i p l o m a t i c  e f f o r t s  t h a t  a i m e d  t o  r e s o l v e

l o n g s t a n d i n g  c o n f l i c t s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e

f a i l u r e  o f  t h e s e  i n i t i a t i v e s  t o  p r o d u c e

l a s t i n g  p e a c e  l e d  t o  f r u s t r a t i o n  a n d

s k e p t i c i s m ,  w h i c h  b e g a n  t o  s e e p  i n t o

p u b l i c  d i s c o u r s e .  T h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f

g r a s s r o o t s  m o v e m e n t s  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r

P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s  a n d  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e

h u m a n i t a r i a n  i m p a c t  o f  t h e  c o n f l i c t  b e g a n

t o  a l t e r  t h e  n a r r a t i v e  a r o u n d  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s ,  i l l u s t r a t i n g  t h e  p o w e r  o f

a c t i v i s m  a n d  a d v o c a c y  i n  s h a p i n g  p u b l i c

s e n t i m e n t .
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In the 21st century, events such as the Second Intifada, the

Iraq War, and the rise of social media further complicated

public opinion. The advent of digital platforms allowed for

diverse voices and perspectives to gain traction, often

challenging traditional narratives that had dominated

mainstream media. As images of con�ict circulated widely,

younger generations, in particular, began to question the

unconditional support for Israel. Surveys indicated a growing

divide among different demographic groups, with millennials

and Generation Z showing increased sympathy for Palestinian

perspectives while still recognizing Israel's right to exist. This

generational shift underscores the importance of

understanding how communication channels and cultural

contexts can in�uence perceptions of international relations.
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To d a y ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s  a n d

n o n - g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p l a y s  a

c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a n d

p o l i c y  r e g a r d i n g  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s .

O r g a n i z a t i o n s  a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  b o t h  p r o -

I s r a e l  a n d  p r o - P a l e s t i n i a n  p o s i t i o n s  h a v e

b e c o m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n f l u e n t i a l ,  a d d i n g

l a y e r s  o f  c o m p l e x i t y  t o  t h e  d i s c o u r s e .  T h e

i n t e r p l a y  b e t w e e n  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s ,  m e d i a

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  p u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t

c o n t i n u e s  t o  e v o l v e ,  h i g h l i g h t i n g  t h e

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  e n g a g i n g  w i t h  t h e s e

d y n a m i c s  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  U S -

I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s .  A s  u n i v e r s i t y  s t u d e n t s

n a v i g a t e  t h e s e  i s s u e s ,  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  o f  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  s h i f t s

c a n  p r o v i d e  v a l u a b l e  i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e

o n g o i n g  d e b a t e s  s u r r o u n d i n g  U S  f o r e i g n

p o l i c y  a n d  i t s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  b o t h  I s r a e l

a n d  P a l e s t i n e .
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Media Coverage and Its E�ects

M e d i a  c o v e r a g e  p l a y s  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n

s h a p i n g  p u b l i c  p e r c e p t i o n  a n d

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  U . S . - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s .

O v e r  t h e  d e c a d e s ,  t h e  p o r t r a y a l  o f  b o t h

n a t i o n s  i n  v a r i o u s  m e d i a  o u t l e t s  h a s

i n f l u e n c e d  n o t  o n l y  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  b u t  a l s o

t h e  p o l i t i c a l  l a n d s c a p e  s u r r o u n d i n g  U . S .

f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  I n  a n  e r a  w h e r e  i n f o r m a t i o n

i s  d i s s e m i n a t e d  r a p i d l y  a n d  w i d e l y ,  t h e

f r a m i n g  o f  s t o r i e s  r e l a t e d  t o  I s r a e l ,  i t s

c o n f l i c t s ,  a n d  i t s  a l l i a n c e s  c a n

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i m p a c t  h o w  p o l i c y m a k e r s

r e s p o n d  t o  e v e n t s  a n d  i s s u e s .  T h e  m e d i a ' s

e m p h a s i s  o n  s p e c i f i c  n a r r a t i v e s  c a n  e i t h e r

b o l s t e r  s u p p o r t  f o r  m i l i t a r y  a i d  a n d

d e f e n s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o r  p r o v o k e  s k e p t i c i s m

a n d  d i s s e n t  a m o n g  t h e  p o p u l a c e .
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T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v o l u t i o n  o f  m e d i a  c o v e r a g e

r e g a r d i n g  U . S . - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  i l l u s t r a t e s

a  c o m p l e x  i n t e r p l a y  b e t w e e n  r e p o r t i n g  a n d

p o l i c y .  D u r i n g  c r i t i c a l  p e r i o d s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e

1 9 6 7  S i x - D a y  W a r  o r  t h e  1 9 7 3  Yo m  K i p p u r

W a r ,  m e d i a  c o v e r a g e  o f t e n  h i g h l i g h t e d

I s r a e l ' s  s t r a t e g i c  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  U . S .

i n t e r e s t s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  T h i s

p o r t r a y a l ,  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  a  f o c u s  o n

I s r a e l  a s  a  d e m o c r a t i c  a l l y  i n  a  t u m u l t u o u s

r e g i o n ,  r e i n f o r c e d  t h e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r

m i l i t a r y  s u p p o r t  a n d  e c o n o m i c  a s s i s t a n c e .

C o n v e r s e l y ,  r e p o r t s  t h a t  e m p h a s i z e  t h e

h u m a n i t a r i a n  c r i s e s  f a c e d  b y  P a l e s t i n i a n s

c a n  l e a d  t o  i n c r e a s e d  s c r u t i n y  o f  U . S .

p o l i c i e s  a n d  c r e a t e  p r e s s u r e  f o r  c h a n g e s

i n  a i d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o r  d i p l o m a t i c

s t r a t e g i e s .
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T h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s  a n d  n o n -

g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  ( N G O s )  c a n n o t

b e  o v e r l o o k e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  m e d i a

c o v e r a g e .  T h e s e  e n t i t i e s  o f t e n  e n g a g e  w i t h

j o u r n a l i s t s  t o  p r o m o t e  s p e c i f i c  n a r r a t i v e s

t h a t  a l i g n  w i t h  t h e i r  a g e n d a s ,  w h e t h e r

t h o s e  p e r t a i n  t o  i n c r e a s e d  s u p p o r t  f o r

I s r a e l  o r  a d v o c a c y  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s .

T h e  r e s u l t i n g  m e d i a  p o r t r a y a l  c a n  c r e a t e  a

f e e d b a c k  l o o p  w h e r e  p u b l i c  s e n t i m e n t  i s

s h a p e d  b y  t h e  s t o r i e s  t h a t  d o m i n a t e

h e a d l i n e s ,  w h i c h  i n  t u r n  i n f l u e n c e s  t h e

p r i o r i t i e s  o f  p o l i c y m a k e r s .  T h i s  d y n a m i c

u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  c r i t i c a l l y

e v a l u a t i n g  m e d i a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  a n d

r e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  u n d e r l y i n g  b i a s e s  t h a t  m a y

e x i s t .
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P u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  a s  s h a p e d  b y  m e d i a

c o v e r a g e ,  p l a y s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e

d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c a l  a r e n a .  P o l i t i c i a n s  o f t e n

a l i g n  t h e i r  p o s i t i o n s  o n  U . S . - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  p r e v a i l i n g  p u b l i c

s e n t i m e n t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  e l e c t i o n

c y c l e s .  M e d i a  n a r r a t i v e s  t h a t  r e s o n a t e

w i t h  v o t e r s  c a n  s w a y  p o l i t i c a l  l e a d e r s  t o

a d o p t  m o r e  h a w k i s h  o r  d o v i s h  s t a n c e s ,

r e f l e c t i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  t h e i r

c o n s t i t u e n t s .  A s  s u c h ,  t h e  m e d i a  s e r v e s  a s

b o t h  a  m i r r o r  a n d  a  m o l d e r  o f  p u b l i c

o p i n i o n ,  u n d e r s c o r i n g  t h e  n e e d  f o r  a  w e l l -

i n f o r m e d  e l e c t o r a t e  t h a t  c a n  e n g a g e  w i t h

t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  U . S . - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s .
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I n  c o n c l u s i o n ,  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  m e d i a

c o v e r a g e  o n  U . S . - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  a r e

p r o f o u n d  a n d  m u l t i f a c e t e d .  A s

s t u d e n t s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s

a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s c i e n c e ,  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o

c r i t i c a l l y  a n a l y z e  t h e  s o u r c e s  a n d

n a r r a t i v e s  t h a t  i n f o r m  p u b l i c

d i s c o u r s e .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t  a n d  t h e  e v o l v i n g

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  m e d i a

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s

w i l l  e q u i p  f u t u r e  l e a d e r s  a n d  c i t i z e n s

t o  n a v i g a t e  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  U . S . -

I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  g r e a t e r  i n s i g h t

a n d  a w a r e n e s s .  R e c o g n i z i n g  t h e  p o w e r

o f  m e d i a  i n  s h a p i n g  p e r c e p t i o n s  c a n

l e a d  t o  m o r e  i n f o r m e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  a n d

p o t e n t i a l l y  m o r e  b a l a n c e d  a p p r o a c h e s

t o  d i p l o m a c y  a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n  t h e

r e g i o n .
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The Role of Social Media in

Modern Discourse

Th e r o le  o f  s o c ia l  med ia  in  mo d er n  d is co u r s e

h a s  b eco m e in c r ea s in g ly  s ig n i f ica n t ,

p a r t icu la r ly  in  t h e  co n t ex t  o f  U S- I s r a e l

r e la t io n s .  Wi t h  p la t f o r ms  l ik e  Twi t t e r,  F a ceb o o k ,

a n d  I n s t a g r a m,  in f o r ma t io n  ca n  b e

d is s em in a t ed  r a p id ly,  a l lo win g  f o r  a  d iv er s e

r a n g e  o f  v o ices  t o  p a r t ic ip a t e  in  co n v er s a t io n s

t h a t  s h a p e  p u b l ic  p er cep t io n  a n d  p o l icy.  Th es e

p la t f o r m s  h a v e  t r a n s f o r med  h o w in d iv id u a ls

a n d  o r g a n iz a t io n s  en g a g e  wi t h  p o l i t ica l  ev en t s

a n d  d is cu s s io n s ,  c r ea t in g  a n  en v i r o n men t  wh er e

n a r r a t iv es  ca n  b e  co n s t r u c t ed  a n d  co n t es t ed  in

r ea l - t im e.  F o r  u n iv er s i t y  s t u d en t s  s t u d y in g  U S

f o r e ig n  p o l icy,  u n d er s t a n d in g  t h e  imp l ica t io n s

o f  s o c ia l  m ed ia  a s  a  t o o l  f o r  a d v o ca cy  a n d

in f o r m a t io n  s h a r in g  is  es s en t ia l .
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S o c i a l  m e d i a  h a s  e m p o w e r e d  a d v o c a c y

g r o u p s  a n d  l o b b y i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o

a m p l i f y  t h e i r  m e s s a g e s  a n d  m o b i l i z e

s u p p o r t  m o r e  e f f e c t i v e l y .  I n  t h e  r e a l m  o f

U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s ,  v a r i o u s  i n t e r e s t

g r o u p s  l e v e r a g e  t h e s e  p l a t f o r m s  t o

p r o m o t e  t h e i r  a g e n d a s ,  w h e t h e r  i n  f a v o r  o f

s t r o n g e r  m i l i t a r y  a i d  t o  I s r a e l  o r

a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  P a l e s t i n i a n  r i g h t s .  T h e

a b i l i t y  t o  r e a c h  a  g l o b a l  a u d i e n c e

i n s t a n t l y  a l l o w s  t h e s e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o

g a t h e r  s u p p o r t ,  s h a r e  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  a n d

i n f l u e n c e  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n .  T h i s  p h e n o m e n o n

p r e s e n t s  b o t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d

c h a l l e n g e s ,  a s  c o m p e t i n g  n a r r a t i v e s  v i e

f o r  a t t e n t i o n ,  m a k i n g  i t  c r u c i a l  f o r

s t u d e n t s  t o  c r i t i c a l l y  a n a l y z e  t h e

i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  e n c o u n t e r  o n l i n e .
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Moreover, social media has altered the dynamics of political

discourse by enabling direct engagement between political

leaders and the public. In the context of US-Israel relations,

this has led to increased scrutiny of government policies and

actions. Politicians are now more accountable to their

constituents, who can express their views on social media and

demand responses. This shift can in�uence decision-making

processes, as elected o�cials consider public sentiment

expressed through these channels. Understanding how social

media shapes political accountability is vital for students

examining the complexities of US foreign policy.
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T h e  r a p i d  s p r e a d  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  s o c i a l

m e d i a  a l s o  r a i s e s  c o n c e r n s  a b o u t

m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  t h e  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f

n a r r a t i v e s .  I n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s ,  f a l s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n

e x a c e r b a t e  t e n s i o n s  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o

p o l a r i z e d  v i e w s .  T h e  c h a l l e n g e  l i e s  i n

d i s c e r n i n g  c r e d i b l e  s o u r c e s  f r o m  u n r e l i a b l e

o n e s ,  a  s k i l l  t h a t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  s t u d e n t s

a s  t h e y  n a v i g a t e  t h e  o f t e n - c h a o t i c

l a n d s c a p e  o f  o n l i n e  d i s c o u r s e .  E n g a g i n g

w i t h  s c h o l a r l y  r e s o u r c e s  a n d  c r e d i b l e

j o u r n a l i s m  b e c o m e s  p a r a m o u n t  i n  e n s u r i n g

i n f o r m e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  a b o u t  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  b r o a d e r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r

M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  g e o p o l i t i c s .
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F i n a l l y ,  s o c i a l  m e d i a ' s  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g

p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  e x t e n d s  t o  i t s  i m p a c t  o n

c u l t u r a l  p e r c e p t i o n s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s

o f  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s .  P l a t f o r m s  f a c i l i t a t e

t h e  s h a r i n g  o f  p e r s o n a l  s t o r i e s  a n d

e x p e r i e n c e s  t h a t  h u m a n i z e  c o m p l e x

g e o p o l i t i c a l  i s s u e s .  T h r o u g h  v i r a l  c o n t e n t ,

m e m e s ,  a n d  g r a s s r o o t s  c a m p a i g n s ,  s o c i a l

m e d i a  c a n  c h a l l e n g e  d o m i n a n t  n a r r a t i v e s

a n d  f o s t e r  e m p a t h y .  F o r  u n i v e r s i t y

s t u d e n t s ,  t h i s  u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e

o f  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  i n t e r p l a y  b e t w e e n

m e d i a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  p o l i t i c a l

r e a l i t i e s ,  a s  t h e y  p r e p a r e  t o  e n g a g e  w i t h

t h e  m u l t i f a c e t e d  d i s c o u r s e  s u r r o u n d i n g

U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  a n d  i t s  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r

f u t u r e  p o l i c i e s .
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Emerging

Challenges

and

Opportunities

The relationship between the

United States and Israel has

evolved through numerous

historical contexts, and as

we venture into the 21st

century, both nations face a

series of emerging

challenges and

opportunities that will shape

their future interactions.

Understanding these

dynamics is crucial for

university students studying

U.S. foreign policy and the

historical evolution of U.S.-

Israel relations.
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K ey  is s u es  s u ch  a s  r eg io n a l  s ecu r i t y  co n cer n s ,

t h e  in f lu en ce  o f  d o mes t ic  p o l i t ics ,  a n d  t h e

ch a n g in g  la n d s ca p e  o f  in t e r n a t io n a l  a l l ia n ces

a r e  p iv o t a l  in  d et er min in g  t h e  t r a jec t o r y  o f

b i la t e r a l  r e la t io n s .

On e  o f  t h e  mo s t  p r es s in g  ch a l len g es  is  t h e

s h i f t in g  g eo p o l i t ica l  la n d s ca p e  in  t h e  M id d le

E a s t .  Tr a d i t io n a l  a l l ia n ces  a r e  b e in g  t es t ed ,  a n d

n ew p a r t n er s h ip s  a r e  f o r min g ,  wh ich  co u ld  a l t e r

t h e  b a la n ce  o f  p o wer  in  t h e  r eg io n .  Th e  r is e  o f

n o n - s t a t e  a c t o r s ,  t h e  t h r ea t  o f  t e r r o r is m,  a n d

t h e  o n g o in g  co n f l ic t s  in  Sy r ia  a n d  Yemen

co m p l ica t e  U . S .  a n d  I s r a e l i  s ecu r i t y  s t r a t eg ies .

S t u d en t s  s h o u ld  a n a ly z e  h o w t h es e  f a c t o r s

in f lu en ce  U . S .  m i l i t a r y  a id  a n d  d ef en s e

co o p er a t io n  wi t h  I s r a e l  a n d  co n s id er  t h e

im p l ica t io n s  f o r  A mer ica n  f o r e ig n  p o l icy  a s  i t

s eek s  t o  m a in t a in  s t a b i l i t y  wh i le  a d d r es s in g  t h e

ev o lv in g  t h r ea t s .
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E c o n o m i c  t i e s  a n d  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s  a l s o

p r e s e n t  b o t h  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

W h i l e  t h e  U . S .  r e m a i n s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t

p a r t n e r  f o r  I s r a e l  i n  t e r m s  o f  t r a d e  a n d

i n v e s t m e n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  i n c r e a s i n g  c a l l s  f o r

a  r e a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e s e  e c o n o m i c

r e l a t i o n s h i p s  i n  l i g h t  o f  I s r a e l ' s  p o l i c i e s

t o w a r d s  P a l e s t i n i a n s  a n d  b r o a d e r  r e g i o n a l

d y n a m i c s .  T h i s  s i t u a t i o n  m a y  p r o m p t

d e b a t e s  w i t h i n  U . S .  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s ,

w h e r e  l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s  a n d  N G O s  p l a y  a

c r i t i c a l  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a n d

i n f l u e n c i n g  p o l i c y  d e c i s i o n s .

U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e s e  d o m e s t i c  i n f l u e n c e s

i s  e s s e n t i a l  f o r  c o m p r e h e n d i n g  t h e

c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  U . S . - I s r a e l  e c o n o m i c

r e l a t i o n s .
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A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  t h e  U . S . - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s

i n f l u e n c e d  b y  t h e  e v o l v i n g  n a t u r e  o f  p u b l i c

o p i n i o n  a n d  m e d i a  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  A s

s o c i a l  m e d i a  a n d  a l t e r n a t i v e  n e w s  s o u r c e s

g a i n  p r o m i n e n c e ,  n a r r a t i v e s  s u r r o u n d i n g

U . S . - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  a r e  d i v e r s i f y i n g .  T h i s

s h i f t  p r e s e n t s  a n  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  m o r e

n u a n c e d  d i s c u s s i o n s  b u t  a l s o  p o s e s

c h a l l e n g e s  a s  m i s i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  s p r e a d

r a p i d l y .  S t u d e n t s  m u s t  c r i t i c a l l y  e v a l u a t e

h o w  t h e s e  t r e n d s  a f f e c t  U . S .  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y

a n d  t h e  p e a c e  p r o c e s s  i n i t i a t i v e s  a i m e d  a t

r e s o l v i n g  t h e  I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n  c o n f l i c t .
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F i n a l l y ,  t h e  r o l e  o f  s t r a t e g i c  a l l i a n c e s  i n

a d d r e s s i n g  b r o a d e r  r e g i o n a l  s e c u r i t y

c o n c e r n s  c a n n o t  b e  o v e r s t a t e d .  A s  t h e

U . S .  n a v i g a t e s  i t s  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h  o t h e r

M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  c o u n t r i e s ,  s u c h  a s  S a u d i

A r a b i a  a n d  E g y p t ,  t h e  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r

I s r a e l ' s  s e c u r i t y  a n d  i t s  d i p l o m a t i c

s t a n d i n g  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  a r e  p r o f o u n d .

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  o n  s h a r e d

i n t e r e s t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  c o u n t e r t e r r o r i s m

a n d  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  m a y  a r i s e ,  y e t

t h e y  m u s t  b e  b a l a n c e d  a g a i n s t  t h e

h i s t o r i c a l  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  U . S . - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s .  B y  e x p l o r i n g  t h e s e  e m e r g i n g

c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  o p p o r t u n i t i e s ,  u n i v e r s i t y

s t u d e n t s  c a n  g a i n  a  d e e p e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g

o f  t h e  m u l t i f a c e t e d  n a t u r e  o f  U . S . - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e i r  i m p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  f u t u r e

p o l i c y  d i r e c t i o n s .
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Spotlight

Israel has been vital to the US

goal of a secure Middle East as

it shifts focus to Russia and

China. The Trump

administration normalized

relations between Israel and

several Muslim-majority

countries, including the UAE,

Bahrain, and Morocco.
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Speculation indicates that

Hamas’s October 7th, 2023,

attack aimed to disrupt US-

brokered talks for normalizing

relations between Israel and

Saudi Arabia to counter Iran, a

mutual adversary that funds

Hamas.
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T h e  i m p a c t  o f  g l o b a l  p o l i t i c s  o n  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s  i s  m u l t i f a c e t e d ,  i n f l u e n c e d  b y  a

v a r i e t y  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d y n a m i c s  a n d

h i s t o r i c a l  c o n t e x t s .  T h e  g e o p o l i t i c a l

l a n d s c a p e  h a s  u n d e r g o n e  s i g n i f i c a n t

c h a n g e s  s i n c e  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  I s r a e l

i n  1 9 4 8 ,  w i t h  s h i f t i n g  a l l i a n c e s  a n d

c o n f l i c t s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t  r e s h a p i n g  t h e

p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  s t r a t e g i e s  o f  U S  f o r e i g n

p o l i c y .  T h e  C o l d  W a r  e r a ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,

p o s i t i o n e d  I s r a e l  a s  a  c r u c i a l  a l l y  a g a i n s t

S o v i e t  i n f l u e n c e  i n  t h e  r e g i o n ,  l e a d i n g  t o

a n  e s c a l a t i o n  i n  m i l i t a r y  a i d  a n d  d e f e n s e

c o o p e r a t i o n .  T h i s  f o u n d a t i o n a l  p e r i o d

e s t a b l i s h e d  a  f r a m e w o r k  f o r  t h e  e n d u r i n g

p a r t n e r s h i p  t h a t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  e v o l v e  i n

r e s p o n s e  t o  g l o b a l  p o l i t i c a l  s h i f t s .
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I n  t h e  p o s t - C o l d  W a r  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  t h e

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s  h a d  t o  n a v i g a t e  a n

i n c r e a s i n g l y  c o m p l e x  M i d d l e  E a s t e r n

l a n d s c a p e  m a r k e d  b y  t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f

n o n - s t a t e  a c t o r s ,  t h e  r i s e  o f  r a d i c a l i s m ,

a n d  t h e  c h a l l e n g e  o f  n u c l e a r  p r o l i f e r a t i o n .

T h e  e v e n t s  o f  S e p t e m b e r  1 1 ,  2 0 0 1 ,  f u r t h e r

t r a n s f o r m e d  U S  p r i o r i t i e s ,  w i t h

c o u n t e r t e r r o r i s m  e f f o r t s  b e c o m i n g

p a r a m o u n t .  I s r a e l ,  f a c i n g  i t s  o w n  s e c u r i t y

t h r e a t s ,  h a s  o f t e n  a l i g n e d  i t s  m i l i t a r y

s t r a t e g i e s  w i t h  t h o s e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,

r e i n f o r c i n g  t h e  b i l a t e r a l  d e f e n s e

c o o p e r a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e

r e l a t i o n s h i p .  T h i s  a l i g n m e n t  h a s  n o t  o n l y

b o l s t e r e d  I s r a e l ' s  m i l i t a r y  c a p a b i l i t i e s  b u t

h a s  a l s o  a l l o w e d  t h e  U S  t o  m a i n t a i n  a

s t r a t e g i c  f o o t h o l d  i n  a  v o l a t i l e  r e g i o n .
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E c o n o m i c  t i e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  U S  a n d  I s r a e l

h a v e  a l s o  b e e n  s h a p e d  b y  g l o b a l  p o l i t i c a l

f a c t o r s .  T h e  s i g n i n g  o f  t h e  U S - I s r a e l  F r e e

Tr a d e  A g r e e m e n t  i n  1 9 8 5  m a r k e d  a

s i g n i f i c a n t  m i l e s t o n e ,  f o s t e r i n g  a  r o b u s t

e c o n o m i c  p a r t n e r s h i p  t h a t  h a s  e x p a n d e d

o v e r  t h e  d e c a d e s .  T h e  i n t e r p l a y  o f  g l o b a l

t r a d e  d y n a m i c s ,  d o m e s t i c  e c o n o m i c

p o l i c i e s ,  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n e g o t i a t i o n s

h a s  i n f l u e n c e d  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  e n a b l i n g

b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m

t e c h n o l o g i c a l  a d v a n c e m e n t s  a n d  s h a r e d

i n n o v a t i o n .  T h e  e c o n o m i c  c o l l a b o r a t i o n

s e r v e s  a s  a  t e s t a m e n t  t o  h o w  g e o p o l i t i c a l

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  c a n  d r i v e  b i l a t e r a l

a g r e e m e n t s  t h a t  e n h a n c e  m u t u a l  i n t e r e s t s .
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D o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  i n  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  p l a y  a

c r i t i c a l  r o l e  i n  s h a p i n g  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y

t o w a r d s  I s r a e l .  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,

l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i o n

c o m m i t t e e s  h a v e  b e e n  i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n

a d v o c a t i n g  f o r  p r o - I s r a e l  p o l i c i e s ,

i n f l u e n c i n g  l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  s u p p o r t  m i l i t a r y

a i d  a n d  d i p l o m a t i c  i n i t i a t i v e s .  T h e

i n t e r p l a y  b e t w e e n  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n ,  m e d i a

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  a g e n d a s  c a n

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a f f e c t  h o w  U S  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y

i s  c r a f t e d  a n d  i m p l e m e n t e d .

S i m u l t a n e o u s l y ,  I s r a e l i  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s ,

i n c l u d i n g  e l e c t o r a l  o u t c o m e s  a n d  p u b l i c

s e n t i m e n t ,  c a n  i m p a c t  i t s  d i p l o m a t i c

p o s t u r e  a n d  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  e n g a g e  i n  p e a c e

n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  f u r t h e r  c o m p l i c a t i n g  t h e

b i l a t e r a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p .
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F i n a l l y ,  t h e  o n g o i n g  c o n f l i c t s  i n  t h e  M i d d l e

E a s t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  I s r a e l i - P a l e s t i n i a n

c o n f l i c t ,  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e v e r b e r a t e  t h r o u g h

g l o b a l  p o l i t i c s ,  c h a l l e n g i n g  U S  d i p l o m a c y

a n d  c o m p l i c a t i n g  i t s  s t r a t e g i c  i n t e r e s t s .

A t t e m p t s  a t  p e a c e  p r o c e s s  i n i t i a t i v e s  h a v e

o f t e n  b e e n  m e t  w i t h  r e s i s t a n c e ,  r e f l e c t i n g

d e e p - s e a t e d  h i s t o r i c a l  g r i e v a n c e s  a n d

r e g i o n a l  r i v a l r i e s .  T h e  U S ' s  r o l e  a s  a

m e d i a t o r  i s  i n f l u e n c e d  n o t  o n l y  b y  i t s

g e o p o l i t i c a l  i n t e r e s t s  b u t  a l s o  b y  t h e  n e e d

t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  v a r i o u s

s t a k e h o l d e r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  r e g i o n a l  p o w e r s

a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  A s  g l o b a l

p o l i t i c s  e v o l v e ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n

t h e  U S  a n d  I s r a e l  w i l l  u n d o u b t e d l y  b e

s h a p e d  b y  t h e s e  c o m p l e x i t i e s ,  r e q u i r i n g  a

n u a n c e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  h i s t o r i c a l

d y n a m i c s  a n d  c o n t e m p o r a r y  c h a l l e n g e s .
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Prospects for Continued

Cooperation

T h e  p r o s p e c t s  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  c o o p e r a t i o n

b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  I s r a e l  h i n g e

o n  a  c o m p l e x  i n t e r p l a y  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  t i e s ,

s t r a t e g i c  i n t e r e s t s ,  a n d  e v o l v i n g

g e o p o l i t i c a l  d y n a m i c s .  A s  b o t h  n a t i o n s

n a v i g a t e  t h e  c h a n g i n g  l a n d s c a p e  o f

i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,  t h e i r  e n d u r i n g

p a r t n e r s h i p  r e m a i n s  r o o t e d  i n  s h a r e d

d e m o c r a t i c  v a l u e s  a n d  m u t u a l  s e c u r i t y

c o n c e r n s .  T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v o l u t i o n  o f  U S -

I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  r e v e a l s  a  f o u n d a t i o n  b u i l t

o n  m i l i t a r y  a i d ,  e c o n o m i c  c o o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d

a  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  a d d r e s s i n g  r e g i o n a l

t h r e a t s ,  w h i c h  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  p e r s i s t  i n  t h e

f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e .
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M i l i t a r y  a i d  a n d  d e f e n s e  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i l l

c o n t i n u e  t o  b e  a  c o r n e r s t o n e  o f  U S - I s r a e l

r e l a t i o n s .  T h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  h a s

c o n s i s t e n t l y  p r o v i d e d  I s r a e l  w i t h

s i g n i f i c a n t  m i l i t a r y  a s s i s t a n c e ,  e n h a n c i n g

i t s  d e f e n s e  c a p a b i l i t i e s  a m i d s t  o n g o i n g

r e g i o n a l  t e n s i o n s .  T h i s  a s s i s t a n c e  i s  o f t e n

j u s t i f i e d  b y  t h e  n e e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  a

q u a l i t a t i v e  m i l i t a r y  e d g e  o v e r  a d v e r s a r i e s

i n  t h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  F u t u r e  c o o p e r a t i o n  i n

d e f e n s e  t e c h n o l o g y ,  i n t e l l i g e n c e  s h a r i n g ,

a n d  j o i n t  m i l i t a r y  e x e r c i s e s  w i l l  l i k e l y

s t r e n g t h e n  t h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y

a s  b o t h  n a t i o n s  f a c e  e m e r g i n g  t h r e a t s ,

s u c h  a s  c y b e r s e c u r i t y  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  t h e

p r o l i f e r a t i o n  o f  a d v a n c e d  w e a p o n r y  a m o n g

h o s t i l e  a c t o r s .
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B e t w e e n  2 0 0 9 - 2 0 1 3  a n d  2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 8 ,

I s r a e l ' s  a r m s  i m p o r t s  r o s e  b y  3 5 4 % ,

w i t h  6 4 %  o f  t o t a l  i m p o r t s  i n  2 0 1 4 -

2 0 1 8  c o m i n g  f r o m  t h e  U S .

C o n c u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  U S  s h o w s  i n t e r e s t  i n

a c q u i r i n g  I s r a e l ' s  I r o n  D o m e  A n t i -

M i s s i l e  S y s t e m ,  a  p r o d u c t  o f  U S - I s r a e l i

d e f e n s e  c o l l a b o r a t i o n .  A c c o r d i n g  t o

t h e  U S - I s r a e l  S t r a t e g i c  P a r t n e r s h i p

A c t  2 0 1 4 ,  U S  p o l i c y  s h o u l d  e n s u r e

a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  I s r a e l ' s  D a v i d ' s  S l i n g ,

A r r o w  W e a p o n  S y s t e m ,  a n d  I r o n  D o m e

u p o n  r e q u e s t .
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E c o n o m i c  t i e s  a n d  t r a d e  a g r e e m e n t s  a l s o

p l a y  a  c r u c i a l  r o l e  i n  f o s t e r i n g  U S - I s r a e l

c o o p e r a t i o n .  T h e  t w o  n a t i o n s  b e n e f i t  f r o m

a  r o b u s t  b i l a t e r a l  t r a d e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,

u n d e r p i n n e d  b y  a  F r e e  Tr a d e  A g r e e m e n t

t h a t  h a s  f a c i l i t a t e d  i n c r e a s e d  c o m m e r c e  i n

v a r i o u s  s e c t o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t e c h n o l o g y ,

a g r i c u l t u r e ,  a n d  d e f e n s e .  A s  I s r a e l

c o n t i n u e s  t o  e m e r g e  a s  a  g l o b a l  h u b  f o r

i n n o v a t i o n  a n d  t e c h n o l o g y ,  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s  s t a n d s  t o  g a i n  f r o m  f u r t h e r

c o l l a b o r a t i o n  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s .  C o n t i n u e d

i n v e s t m e n t  i n  j o i n t  v e n t u r e s  a n d  r e s e a r c h

i n i t i a t i v e s  w i l l  n o t  o n l y  b o l s t e r  e c o n o m i c

t i e s  b u t  a l s o  e n h a n c e  t h e  o v e r a l l  s t r a t e g i c

p a r t n e r s h i p .
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D o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c s  i n  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s

s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  t r a j e c t o r y  o f

U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s .  I n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,

l o b b y i n g  g r o u p s  s u c h  a s  A I P A C  a n d  o t h e r

p r o - I s r a e l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  p l a y  a  p i v o t a l  r o l e

i n  s h a p i n g  f o r e i g n  p o l i c y .  T h e s e  g r o u p s

a d v o c a t e  f o r  c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  f o r  I s r a e l ,

e m p h a s i z i n g  t h e  s h a r e d  v a l u e s  a n d

s t r a t e g i c  i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  u n d e r p i n  t h e

r e l a t i o n s h i p .  I n  I s r a e l ,  p o l i t i c a l  s h i f t s  a n d

e v o l v i n g  l e a d e r s h i p  c a n  i m p a c t  p e r c e p t i o n s

o f  t h e  U S  a n d  i t s  p o l i c i e s .  U n d e r s t a n d i n g

t h e s e  d o m e s t i c  p o l i t i c a l  d y n a m i c s  i s

e s s e n t i a l  f o r  p r e d i c t i n g  f u t u r e  c o o p e r a t i o n

a n d  a d d r e s s i n g  a n y  p o t e n t i a l  r i f t s  t h a t

m a y  a r i s e .
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F i n a l l y ,  p u b l i c  o p i n i o n  a n d  m e d i a

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  U S - I s r a e l  r e l a t i o n s  a r e

c r i t i c a l  f a c t o r s  i n  s u s t a i n i n g  c o o p e r a t i o n .

A s  s o c i a l  m e d i a  a n d  d i g i t a l  p l a t f o r m s

i n c r e a s i n g l y  s h a p e  n a r r a t i v e s  a n d

i n f l u e n c e  p e r c e p t i o n s ,  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  m u s t

n a v i g a t e  t h e  c o m p l e x i t i e s  o f  p u b l i c

s e n t i m e n t .  E n g a g i n g  w i t h  d i v e r s e

v i e w p o i n t s  a n d  f o s t e r i n g  d i a l o g u e  a r o u n d

t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p  i s  v i t a l  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g

s t r o n g  t i e s .  A s  s t u d e n t s  o f  i n t e r n a t i o n a l

r e l a t i o n s ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  r e c o g n i z e  t h a t

t h e  f u t u r e  o f  U S - I s r a e l  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i l l

d e p e n d  n o t  o n l y  o n  s t r a t e g i c  i n t e r e s t s  b u t

a l s o  o n  t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  a d d r e s s  p u b l i c

c o n c e r n s  a n d  f o s t e r  a  n u a n c e d

u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  p a r t n e r s h i p .



U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

190

U.S. Foreign Policy Towards Israel

U.S. President Joe Biden and Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin

Netanyahu
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U.S. President Donald Trump and Israeli Prime Minister

Benjamin Netanyahu

Going Further: Suggested Reading

https://www.institutmontaigne.org/en/expressions/what-

future-relationship-between-united-states-and-israel

https://www.institutmontaigne.org/en/expressions/what-future-relationship-between-united-states-and-israel
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