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Seemingly unrelated events

* The classic notion that voters should use all relevant information to
make a rational decision-making

* However, voters are emotional beings; many things happen between
the pre-election campaign campaign to the moment of casting a ballot

* Health problems, life - changing events, and normal events seemingly
unrelated to the electoral process -> also things happening during
election day

*Undecided voters or voters with not enough information -
susceptible to be influenced
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Tabulka 10
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Zdroj: FOCUS pre TV Markiza, exit poll 5. 3. 2016.

Volebni model - Prezidentské volby

P4, Kdy jste se definitivné rozhodlla, Ze date svij hias <strana>?
Vice nez 2mésice | 1-2mésice pfed | 34 tjdnypfed | 1-2tjdnypfed |V poslednim tydny | ¥ PoSiodnich tfech Neviminedokazi
pred volbami volbami volbami volbami pred volbami dnech pred V den voleb fici
volbami
A B [ D 3 F G H
Petr Pavel % 2 238 468 355 428 412 3.9 25 3856
Danuse Nerudova % 3 97, 186 2517, 20 121 134 176 9.2
Pavel Fischer % 5 33 47, 6.8 114 6.3 115 0
Andrej Babis % 57.4) 204 178 201 18 292 356 338
Jaroslav Basta % 24 8 96 65 59 6.4 27, 11
Tomés Zima % 02 0 0 0 09 0 0 0
Marek Hilser % 2 15 24 33 14 58 5 68 34
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Election day environment context — polling
station

* When people make choices, they do so in particular environmental
contexts:
* People may enrol in a health plan while at work or home, select a potential mate while at a bar

or park, and cast their ballot while at a church or school.

» Stimuli in the environment have been shown to prime or activate
content in memory, making related constructs more accessible
(unconsciously)

*Berger et al. (2008) - voting in schools -> activation of school-
relevant norms (support for education), support for children -> support
for increased school spending
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Election day environment context — intimidation
and clientelism

* In contexts where the use of violence is also an option on the ‘menu of
manipulation’ of elections (Schedler 2002), parties use intimidation to
prevent non-supporters from participating in elections.

* Clientelism - vote buying -> unaligned and core voters targeted
-intention: getting votes

* Violence - opposition voters targeted
-intention: abstention

Overall aim: increase support for me, decrease support for rivals
- Sub-saharan Africa

- Nigeria 2003, 2007 elections

- Sri Lanka - 2005 presidential elections
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Ballot

* A tool for a voter to express their choice in elections

* Contains information about the candidate's name, party affiliations,
sometimes age, education, occupation, residence

* A line of research focusing on how the ballot structure can influence
voters

* The role of heuristics and ballot order
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Heuristics

“how a public that is notoriously uninterested and largely "innocent” of
political matters can provide any control over public policy”

* Most individuals fall short of fully informed, fully rational voting
behaviour

* Our behaviour reveals that we are cognitive misers attempting to
maximize the utility of the limited information we do have while
avoiding the time-consuming search needed to enact a fully informed
vote (e.g., Conover and Feldman 1984, 1989; Redlawsk 2004; Lau et al.
2018)

* How can democracy survive?
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Heuristics

* People solve their lack of knowledge with cognitive shortcuts

* Original research by Kahneman and Tversky

* People use heuristics to simplify decision situations, may lead to errors in judgment

* Political science adopts the concept of heuristics as a tool to help
people navigate an overly complex political environment

* Major optimism boom in the 1990s -> “low information rationality”
(Popkin 1991) vs. backlash of not “correct voting”

* The concept helps overcome the problem of not being informed fully

» Applies also to other situations
PP e MUNT
FSS



Heuristics (Lau and Redlawsk 2001)

|

“heuristics,” we mean problem-solving strategies (often
employed automatically or unconsciously) which serve
to “keep the information processing demands of the task
within bounds” (Abelson and Levi 1985, 255). The reader
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Heuristics

* Law and Redlawsk (2001):
-party affiliation and ideology
-endorsement

-polls

-candidate appearance

-Sophisticates can use heuristics to make the right choice (paradoxically)
-They are useless to unsophisticated voters
-Sophisticated = ideology and endorsement, unsophisticated voters = partisanship and

appearance

* Bernhard and Freeder (2020)
- Endorsements, experience, and specific programmatic stances -> SOPH

- Personal requests -> UNSOPH

Knowledgeable voters report looking for good representatives, while less knowledgeable voters

UN I
FSOS

report looking for good people.
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Heuristics -> can be found on a ballot list

Assumption — voter not fully informed

Zoznam kandidatov na poslancov KSK - Kosice I
(oznaéte maximélne 5 kandidatov)

1. Igor Babjdk, 48, technik, Kogice — Sever, nezdvisly kandidat

2. Peter Bajus, Ing., 57, ekoném, Kosice — Staré Mesto, Demokraticka strana

3. Jan Bartko, Ing., 69, koicki vozitkari predseda, KoSice — Sever, nezédvisly kandidat
4. Peter Beiio, MUDr., 61, lekar, KoSice - Staré Mesto, MOST — I-IID
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Occupation

* Jobs as roles through which we learn skills and talents that help us to
move up the occupational ladder

*Since voters are choosing candidates to fill or retain a position in
government -> past experience is important

* The relevance of previous experience to future performance may make

voters likely to rely on this inferred information -> communication of
competence

16
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Occupation

208 Monika L. McDermott
TABLE 1
Candidates and Occupational Ballot Designations in California
Statewide Elections, 1994
Candidates and Occupations
Office Democrat Republican
Treasurer Phil Angelides—Businessman, Matt Fong—Appointed Member,
Financial Manager State Board of Equalization
Controller Kathleen Connell—Businesswoman, Tom McClintock—Taxpayer
Economist, Educator Advocate
Secretary Tony Miller—Acting Secretary Bill Jones—Businessman,
of State of State Farmer, Legislator
Attorney Tom Umberg—Orange County Dan Lungren—California
General Assemblyman, Prosecutor Attorney General
Lieutenant Gray Davis—California Controller Cathie Wright—Businesswoman,
Governor State Senator
Insurance Art Torres—California State Senator Chuck Quackenbush—Small
Commissioner Businessman, Legislator
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Occupation

208 Monika L. McDermott
TABLE 1
Candidates and Occupational Ballot Designations in California
Statewide Elections, 1994
Candidates and Occupations
Office Democrat Republican
Treasurer Phil Angelides—Businessman, Matt Fong—Appointed Member,
Financial Manager State Board of Equalization
Controller athleen Connell-—Businesswoman, Tom McClintock—Taxpayer
Economist, Educator Advocate
Secretary TS Bill Jones—Businessman,
of State of State Farmer, Legislator
Attorney ~T0M UNiDergurange county. Dan Lungren—California
General Assemblyman, Prosecutor Attorney General
Lieutenant Gray Davis—California Controller
Governor State Senator
Insurance Art Torres—California State Senator Chuck Quackenbush—Small
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Title

Boas (2014)
* Brazilian city council elections - low information contests (2012 -
median 52 candidates - 9 seats)

* Paulo Rodrigues de Souza vs. Carlos Fernandes da Silva
* Pastor Paulo vs. Dr. Carlos

* Pastor decreases vote intention (except Evangelical voters), doctor
increases vote intention

* Group associations and stereotypes - positive features of doctors
(intelligent, competent, experienced) vs. many religious groups in
Brazil
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Photos

* A wide range of traits are inferred from facial appearance, and several
of these — particularly compassion, likeability, authority and honesty -
significantly boost the willingness to vote for candidates displaying
such traits => attractiveness

+ stereotypes about candidates -> gender and age

UK (Johns and Shepard 2011) - more attractive (when comparing
woman vs. man) are more likely to get votes (when a photo is on a
ballot), strongest impact on a least interested and least likely to vote, a
tendency to reward younger candidates

e Ireland (Buckley et al. 2007) - voters know the faces of candidates ->
80% accuracy of voting with only photos compared to real electiomsu B

FSOS
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Zoznam kandiditov na poslancov KSK - Kosice I
(oznaéte maximilne 5 kandidatov)

1. Tgor Babjik, 48, technik, Kosice — Sever, nezdvisly kandidat

2. Peter Bajus, Ing., 57, ekondm, KoSice — Staré Mesto, Demokratickd strana

3. Jdn Bartko, Ing., 69, koicki vozigkdri predseda, Kosice — Sever, nezdvisly kandidat

4. Peter Beiio, MUDr., 61, lekér, Kofice —~ Staré Mesto, MOST — HID

5. §tefan Beres, Ing., 50, ekoném, Kosice — Sidlisko Tahanovee, nezdvisly kandidét

6. Cyril Betus, JUDr., 66, starosta, Kofice — Sidlisko ‘Tahanovce, Sport do Kogic a na Vychod

7. Lubica Blagkovidovi, Megr. art., 62, heredka, Kogice — Staré Mesto, nezdvisly kandidat

8. Jozef Burian, Ing., 56, poslanec NR SR, KoSice — Sever, SMER — socidlna demokracia

9, Ludovit Demian, Mgr. Ing. MHA, 54, THP, Kogice — Sidlisko ‘Tahanovee, MOST — HID

10. Zuzana Demjanovd, Ing., 27, energeti¢ka, KoSice — Staré Mesto, Obéianska konzervativna strana

11. Michal Djordjevi¢, 34, manazér, Kosice — Staré Mesto, nezdvisly kandiddt =

12. Vlastimil Estvan, Ing., 51, SQIéVCil budov, Kogice — Tahanovce, Slovensk4 ndrodnd strana

13. Stefan Fejko, PhDr., 68, SZCO, Kogice — Staré Mesto, Kotleba — Cudovi strana Nase Slovensko

14. Martin Ferdinandy, Ing., 40, obchodny zéstupca, Kosice — Sever, JEDNOTA - lavicovd strana Slovenska

15. Jozef Figel, MVDr., 55, veterindrny lekdr, Kogice — Sidlisko Tahanovee, OBYCAJNI LUDIA a nezévislé
osobnosti (OLANQ), Sloboda a Solidarita, Krestanskodemokratické hnutie, NOVA

16. Jozef Filipko, Ing., 51, kontrolér, Kosice - Sever, Strana madarskej komunity - Magyar Koziisség Pdrtja

17. Maridn Gaj, 48, starosta, KoSice — Sever, Sport do Koiic a na Vychod

18. Peter Gaspar, 39, operdtor call centra, Kosice — Staré Mesto, JEDNOTA - l'avicovd strana Slovenska

19. Pubomir Grega, Mgr., 59, starosta, KoSice — Staré Mesto, nezdvisly kandidat

20. Zoltén Hanesz, Ing., 49, poradea IT, KoSice — Staré Mesto, Strana mad'arskej komunity - Magyar Kozosség Pirtja
21. Jozef Holetko, Ing., MBA, 64, krizovy manaZér, Kofice — Sever, SME RODINA - Boris Kollar

22. Milos Thnat, Ing. Mgr., 50, prévnik, Kosice — Sidlisko Tahanovee, nezdvisly kandidit

23. Dagmar Kazimirova, MVDr., 51, ugiteTka, Kofice — Sever, nezavisly kandidat

24. Tomd43 Kiiday, Ing., 50, stredoskolsky uéitel, KoSice — Sever, nezdvisly kandidat

25. Jozef Kmetko, Mgr., 34, podnikatel’, Kogice — Staré Mesto, Nezivislost’ a Jednota

26. Iveta Kohanova, JUDT., 62, advokétka, Kodice — Staré Mesto, Komunistickd strana Slovenska

27. Marek Kond4g, Mgr., 25, $7C0, Kotice — Tahanovee, Kotleba — I'udovi strana Nage Slovensko

28. Michal Kravéik, Ing. CSc., 61, vodohospodar, KoSice — Sever, OBYCAJNI DUDIA a nezavislé osobnosti
(OLANO), Sloboda a Solidarita, Krestanskodemokratické hnutie, NOVA

29. Mariana Makd, MVDr., 44, SZC0, Kogice - Sever, Kotleba — [udovi strana NaSe Slovensko

30. Tibor Métyds, MUDT., 52, lekdr, Kogice — Staré Mesto, Sport do Kogic a na Vychod

31. Juraj Mazdk, Ing., 30, ugitel’ a podnikatel’, KoSice - Sidlisko Tahanovee, OBYCAIN{ LUDIA a nezdvislé
osobnosti, (OLANO}, Sloboda a Solidarita, Krest'anskodemokratické hnutie, NOVA

32. Jozef Molnar, Ing., 26, biomedicinsky inZinier, Koice — Sidlisko Tahanovee, nezavisly kandidat

33. Pavol Mutafov, PhDr., 63, riaditel’ UPSVaR, Kogice — Sever, SMER — socidlna demokracia

34. Lukas Novik, 27, podnikatel, KoSice — Sever, Demokratick4 strana

35. Pavol Novotny, Mgr., 46, pedagég, Kodice — Sever, VZDOR - strana préce

36. Zdeiika Olejdrova, PhDr., 54, odborné uditelka ofetrovatel'stva, KoSice — Sidlisko Tahanovce, nezivisly kandidat
37. Igor Petrovéik, Ing., 43, ekondm, aktivista, KoSice — Staré Mesto, nezdvisly kandidat

38. Emil Petrvalsky, Ing. RNDr. CSc., 59, zdstupca starostu, Koice — Sidlisko Tahanovce, Sport do Koic a na Vychod
39. Adriana PiStejovd, Mgr., 52, riaditel’ka Skoly, Kosice — Sidlisko Tahanovce, SANCA

40. Jaroslav Poladek, Ing., 40, poslanec mesta KoSice, poradea pre samospravu v odpadovom hospodarstve, Kofice —
Sever, nezdvisly kandidat

41, Lucia Rennerové, Tng., 53, SZCO, Kogice — Staré Mesto, OBYCAJNI LUDIA a nez4vislé osobnosti (OLANQ),
Sloboda a Solidarita, Krestanskodemokratické hnutie, NOVA

42. Robert Roland, MUDTr., 70, lekar, Kosice — Staré Mesto, Demokraticka strana

43, Miria Sadovsk4, Mgr., 53, stredoskolska ucitel'ka, Kogice — Sever, OBYCAINI LUDIA a nezivislé osobnosti
(OLANO), Sloboda a Solidarita, Krestanskodemokratické hnutie, NOVA

44. Znzana Sedlakova, PhDr,, 44, medidtorka, Kogice — Sever, MOST — HID

45. Peter Slavik, Ing., 52, podnikatel, Kosice — Tahanovce, Sport do Kosic a na Vychod

46, Zuzana Slivenskd, Mgr., 28, pravnitka, Kofice — Sidlisko Tahanovee, nezavisly kandidit

47. J4n Struk, 59, riaditel’ spolognosti, Kofice — Staré Mesto, STRANA MODERNEHO SLOVENSKA (SMS)
48. Stefan Surmének, PhDr. CSc., 64, SZCO, Kofice — Sever, Kotleba — Ludova strana Nade Slovensko

49. Adam Sepetka, Ing., 37, riaditel’, KoSice — Sever, Nezdvislost’ a Jednota

50. Miroslav Spak, 42, stavebny technik, Kogice — Sidlisko Tahanovee, nezdvisly kandidat

51. Andreja Takiova, JUDr,, 62, pravni¢ka, Kosice — Sever, nezavisly kandidat

52. Vladimir Végasi, Mgr., 55, riaditel’ KoSice — Sever, MOST — HID
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Caution: ballot length

e Cunow et al. (2021)

* Less is more (3 vs 6 vs 12 candidates) - subjects presented with many
options:

- learn less about candidates

- are more likely to vote based on meaningless heuristics (ballot position)

- are more likely to commit voting errors
(C) Median Time Per Candidate

10 H

Median Seconds

T T T

3 6 12
Number of Candidates

* Ballot completion lower when having less information on a ballot (Lamb and Perry ZOZWI
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Ballot order
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Ideal vs reality of elections

* Free and just elections

* Fair electoral system

* Equal strength of a vote

* Equal chance to get a seat

VS

* Chance to get a seat is not the same for candidates ->>>>>>
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Ballot order effect

* The structure of the ballot affects candidates' chances of winning a seat

* Key attributes:
-Length (number of candidates on the list)
-Importance of the election and voter’s information bank

M=
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Ballot order effect

* The ranking of candidates on the list is not only a technical and formal
aspect

* Ranking as a key predictor of vote gain (or loss)

* In other words, being at the top of the list is not the same as being in

the middle of the list

* More names on the list reduce the attention span of voters who use
cognitive shortcuts to make their choice

* This is especially true for lower-profile elections.
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w =



27

Zoznam kandiditov na poslancov KSK - Kosice I
(oznaéte maximilne 5 kandidatov)

1. Tgor Babjik, 48, technik, Kosice — Sever, nezdvisly kandidat

2. Peter Bajus, Ing., 57, ekondm, KoSice — Staré Mesto, Demokratickd strana

3. Jdn Bartko, Ing., 69, koicki vozigkdri predseda, Kosice — Sever, nezdvisly kandidat

4. Peter Beiio, MUDr., 61, lekér, Kofice —~ Staré Mesto, MOST — HID

5. §tefan Beres, Ing., 50, ekoném, Kosice — Sidlisko Tahanovee, nezdvisly kandidét

6. Cyril Betus, JUDr., 66, starosta, Kofice — Sidlisko ‘Tahanovce, Sport do Kogic a na Vychod

7. Lubica Blagkovidovi, Megr. art., 62, heredka, Kogice — Staré Mesto, nezdvisly kandidat

8. Jozef Burian, Ing., 56, poslanec NR SR, KoSice — Sever, SMER — socidlna demokracia

9, Ludovit Demian, Mgr. Ing. MHA, 54, THP, Kogice — Sidlisko ‘Tahanovee, MOST — HID

10. Zuzana Demjanovd, Ing., 27, energeti¢ka, KoSice — Staré Mesto, Obéianska konzervativna strana

11. Michal Djordjevi¢, 34, manazér, Kosice — Staré Mesto, nezdvisly kandiddt =

12. Vlastimil Estvan, Ing., 51, SQIéVCil budov, Kogice — Tahanovce, Slovensk4 ndrodnd strana

13. Stefan Fejko, PhDr., 68, SZCO, Kogice — Staré Mesto, Kotleba — Cudovi strana Nase Slovensko

14. Martin Ferdinandy, Ing., 40, obchodny zéstupca, Kosice — Sever, JEDNOTA - lavicovd strana Slovenska

15. Jozef Figel, MVDr., 55, veterindrny lekdr, Kogice — Sidlisko Tahanovee, OBYCAJNI LUDIA a nezévislé
osobnosti (OLANQ), Sloboda a Solidarita, Krestanskodemokratické hnutie, NOVA

16. Jozef Filipko, Ing., 51, kontrolér, Kosice - Sever, Strana madarskej komunity - Magyar Koziisség Pdrtja

17. Maridn Gaj, 48, starosta, KoSice — Sever, Sport do Koiic a na Vychod

18. Peter Gaspar, 39, operdtor call centra, Kosice — Staré Mesto, JEDNOTA - l'avicovd strana Slovenska

19. Pubomir Grega, Mgr., 59, starosta, KoSice — Staré Mesto, nezdvisly kandidat

20. Zoltén Hanesz, Ing., 49, poradea IT, KoSice — Staré Mesto, Strana mad'arskej komunity - Magyar Kozosség Pirtja
21. Jozef Holetko, Ing., MBA, 64, krizovy manaZér, Kofice — Sever, SME RODINA - Boris Kollar

22. Milos Thnat, Ing. Mgr., 50, prévnik, Kosice — Sidlisko Tahanovee, nezdvisly kandidit

23. Dagmar Kazimirova, MVDr., 51, ugiteTka, Kofice — Sever, nezavisly kandidat

24. Tomd43 Kiiday, Ing., 50, stredoskolsky uéitel, KoSice — Sever, nezdvisly kandidat

25. Jozef Kmetko, Mgr., 34, podnikatel’, Kogice — Staré Mesto, Nezivislost’ a Jednota

26. Iveta Kohanova, JUDT., 62, advokétka, Kodice — Staré Mesto, Komunistickd strana Slovenska

27. Marek Kond4g, Mgr., 25, $7C0, Kotice — Tahanovee, Kotleba — I'udovi strana Nage Slovensko

28. Michal Kravéik, Ing. CSc., 61, vodohospodar, KoSice — Sever, OBYCAJNI DUDIA a nezavislé osobnosti
(OLANO), Sloboda a Solidarita, Krestanskodemokratické hnutie, NOVA

29. Mariana Makd, MVDr., 44, SZC0, Kogice - Sever, Kotleba — [udovi strana NaSe Slovensko

30. Tibor Métyds, MUDT., 52, lekdr, Kogice — Staré Mesto, Sport do Kogic a na Vychod

31. Juraj Mazdk, Ing., 30, ugitel’ a podnikatel’, KoSice - Sidlisko Tahanovee, OBYCAIN{ LUDIA a nezdvislé
osobnosti, (OLANO}, Sloboda a Solidarita, Krest'anskodemokratické hnutie, NOVA

32. Jozef Molnar, Ing., 26, biomedicinsky inZinier, Koice — Sidlisko Tahanovee, nezavisly kandidat

33. Pavol Mutafov, PhDr., 63, riaditel’ UPSVaR, Kogice — Sever, SMER — socidlna demokracia

34. Lukas Novik, 27, podnikatel, KoSice — Sever, Demokratick4 strana

35. Pavol Novotny, Mgr., 46, pedagég, Kodice — Sever, VZDOR - strana préce

36. Zdeiika Olejdrova, PhDr., 54, odborné uditelka ofetrovatel'stva, KoSice — Sidlisko Tahanovce, nezivisly kandidat
37. Igor Petrovéik, Ing., 43, ekondm, aktivista, KoSice — Staré Mesto, nezdvisly kandidat

38. Emil Petrvalsky, Ing. RNDr. CSc., 59, zdstupca starostu, Koice — Sidlisko Tahanovce, Sport do Koic a na Vychod
39. Adriana PiStejovd, Mgr., 52, riaditel’ka Skoly, Kosice — Sidlisko Tahanovce, SANCA

40. Jaroslav Poladek, Ing., 40, poslanec mesta KoSice, poradea pre samospravu v odpadovom hospodarstve, Kofice —
Sever, nezdvisly kandidat

41, Lucia Rennerové, Tng., 53, SZCO, Kogice — Staré Mesto, OBYCAJNI LUDIA a nez4vislé osobnosti (OLANQ),
Sloboda a Solidarita, Krestanskodemokratické hnutie, NOVA

42. Robert Roland, MUDTr., 70, lekar, Kosice — Staré Mesto, Demokraticka strana

43, Miria Sadovsk4, Mgr., 53, stredoskolska ucitel'ka, Kogice — Sever, OBYCAINI LUDIA a nezivislé osobnosti
(OLANO), Sloboda a Solidarita, Krestanskodemokratické hnutie, NOVA

44. Znzana Sedlakova, PhDr,, 44, medidtorka, Kogice — Sever, MOST — HID

45. Peter Slavik, Ing., 52, podnikatel, Kosice — Tahanovce, Sport do Kosic a na Vychod

46, Zuzana Slivenskd, Mgr., 28, pravnitka, Kofice — Sidlisko Tahanovee, nezavisly kandidit

47. J4n Struk, 59, riaditel’ spolognosti, Kofice — Staré Mesto, STRANA MODERNEHO SLOVENSKA (SMS)
48. Stefan Surmének, PhDr. CSc., 64, SZCO, Kofice — Sever, Kotleba — Ludova strana Nade Slovensko

49. Adam Sepetka, Ing., 37, riaditel’, KoSice — Sever, Nezdvislost’ a Jednota

50. Miroslav Spak, 42, stavebny technik, Kogice — Sidlisko Tahanovee, nezdvisly kandidat

51. Andreja Takiova, JUDr,, 62, pravni¢ka, Kosice — Sever, nezavisly kandidat

52. Vladimir Végasi, Mgr., 55, riaditel’ KoSice — Sever, MOST — HID
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Satisficing theory

 Miller and Krosnick 1998

* Voters are willing to accept suboptimal decisions if they are acceptable
enough

* With each additional name on the list, voter interest declines
* Resultant effect:

* Support for front-runner candidates (primacy effect)
* Support for candidates in lower positions (recency effect)

M=
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Other explanations

* Voters' efforts to pose as "good citizens":
* Important for them to vote no matter who

* The vote will go to the "first in line"

* Complicated voting mechanism:
* Australia
* Awarding points to candidates

* Donkey voting - votes awarded in descending or ascending order

M=
w =

W =



FOR CANNING §

STANDING p———
UP FOR REPRESENTATIVES
WHAT !75 STARMA, Vimal Kumar
MATTERS Palmer United Party

ra' WHITTLE, Connor

L Liberal Democrats

ALLEN, Michelle

| = Pirate Party
You must number every

box for your vote to count. [ 7 SMITH, Greg
Australian Defence
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L Animal Justice Party
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Australian Labor Party
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Baird, Shiona
9 Heawen's Gate, Cliffiop, LM18 4X5
SCOTTISH GREEN PARTY

Canavan, Dennis
14c Love Lane, Linford, LN1 4PD
INDEPEMDENT

Fox, Colin
386 Burns Drive, Linford, LNE TRF
SCOTTISH SOCIALIST PARTY

Goldie, Annabel
55 Camellia Crescent, Linford, LNS 3DK
SCOTTISH CONSERVATIVE AND UNICMNIST PARTY

@

S iiah
Conzervatives

Jamieson, Cathy
16 Thames Close, Bromham, AB13 4EF
SCOTTISH LABOUR PARTY

Latiiar ¥

Lochhead, Richard
70 Rock Close, Bromham, ABZ1 12WX
SCOTTISH NATIOMAL PARTY

MacDonald, Margo
12 Grafton Grove, Bromham, AB12 3CD
INDEPEMDENT

McConnell, Jack
24 Wallace Walk, Linford, LM4 08Y
SCOTTISH LABOUR PARTY

i

McLetchie, David
84 Highland Grove, Bromham, AB18 8GR
SCOTTISH CONSERVATIVE AND UNICMIST PARTY

.

Sawtiish
Conzervatives

Peacock, Peter
& South Africa Road, Horwood, N1 3FG
SCOTTISH LABOUR PARTY

]

Stephen, Nicol
25 Trebor Road, Horwood M1 0TV
SCOTTISH LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

Sturgeon, Nicola
& Sea Grove, Horwood, M1 GMN
SCOTTISH MATIONAL PARTY

Swinney, John
6 Post Office Grove |, Bigiown. KL1 8MN
SCOTTISH NATIONAL PARTY

Wallace, Jim
& South Road, Bigtown, KL1 3FG
SCOTTISH LIBERAL DEMOCRATS

g g
it (OO i
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Ballot order effect

* A lot of evidence from many countries

* California (Ho and Imai 2008), New York (Koppel and Steen 2004),
Spain (Bagues and Esteve-Volart 2011), Australia (King and Leigh
2009), Ireland (Regan 2012)

* BOE stronger in polling stations compared to postal voting (Jankowski
and Frank 2022)

* The measured effect is often stronger than the difference between the
winner of the election and the runner-up

* Better-placed candidates not only get more votes but also have better

MUNI
FSOS

access to seats



Is it a problem?

NO: YES:
- If the political parties themselves  ~ If the ranking of the candidates

decide on the order of candidates is decided by a chosen criterion

on their lists which does not say anything
about the quality of the

- The ranking of candidates is a candidates

matter for their political entity
and is the result of some
consideration (ideological,
pragmatic, power)
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Alphabet

* A seemingly neutral element:
* Student names in the examiner's notebook
* Telephone directories

* Statistical lists of municipalities in districts

*If the assumption that the order itself is meaningful holds, the
neutrality of the alphabet is eliminated

* Even more so if neutrality (= equality) is part of the constitutionally
enshrined right to vote

M=
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W =
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Alphabet

* Why is this a problem?

1) the order of the candidates is determined based on a completely
random element (why not hair colour or height?)

2) the alphabetical criterion says nothing about the quality of the
candidates

3) statistically, candidates with surnames starting with a letter from the
edges of the alphabet have a higher chance of getting to the top/end of
the list

M=
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Regional elections SK

* Spac, Voda, Zagrapan 2016

* Results (always against candidates in positions 3 to 3 from the end):
* Number of votes:

* First position (+2.18 p.p.), second (+1.14), second to last (+1.43), last (+1.19)

* Chances of being elected
* First position (+ 75%), last position (+ 49%)

* The distribution of elected representatives' names shifted towards the
beginning of the alphabet

M=
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Experiment

(Jusko, Spac¢, Voda 2019)

Reality

|deal

]
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Conclusion

* Seemingly unrelated events can have outsized impacts on voter
decisions and electoral outcomes, underscoring the complexity of
electoral behaviour.

* Two stories important:
1) Election day circumstances may change (sometimes) the behaviour

of voters - weather, polling station, people with guns outside it

2) Ballot structure and information - heuristics helping undecided
voters, alphabet

40
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Next...

VOTE FOR

\

>

BICK ASTLEY
HE WILL NEVER

XGIVEYOUUP  >¢MAKE YOU CRY
3 LETYOUDOWN > SAY GOODBYE
X RUN ARCUND > TELLALIE

3 DESERT YOU ¢ HURT YOU
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