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Freedom of speech and expression

Freedom of speecrn ARG eXpresstor

controlled varies greatly from country to country.
. At one end of the scale, in some countries, the law bans the expression
~of any ideas that are against the interests.of the State. This may mean any
‘criticism of government policy or governrment officials. This used to be
typical of many of the socialist countries of Eastern Europe before 1989.In
'Romania, for example, all public meetings had to be authorized in advance
and criticism of the government was punishable by imprisoranent. All
“schools and colleges were tightly controlled. Both teacher and staff risked
" expulsion if theirideas were unorthodox. In Bulgaria, the Turkish minority
was not allowed to use Turkish names; the content of all newspapers had
to be approved and soraetimes changed {censored) before publication;
and artists were allowed to paint and ‘write only works that “served the
people.” In the 85@.0%%0&9&5? all radio and television networks
were owned and controlled by the state, and private individuals were not
allowed to ownphotocopiersin case they distributed unauthorized” ideas.
Sixnilar restrictions still existin other parts of the world. In North Korea, for
_example, it is a crime to listento a foreign radio station, to write a satirical
~play or to play Western music. Tn Ethiopia, all journalists must be state .
employees. o vy
_» -'-Many governments adnit that they restrict expression butjustify their
actions as being in the interest of the rajority of the people. In answer to
criticistns of its human rights policies, the Chinese goyernent argues
that ,.m,w.@aog to say and write anything at all is not as important a fréedom
ﬁ.m.no.:oao well-being, and the former must be restricted in favor ...oﬁ the
latter.. The ‘Taiwanese government has claimed that the special position

[t

oftheirisiand country next tothe Chinese mainland asthe home of the true

.m.oﬁmgmg of the whole of China justifies the existence of the death
pénalty for.anyone who argues in favor of Taiwanese independence. In
oractice, however, calls for independence are now cormonly made. ,

~ Governments: often. restrict information in the interests of national
mm.oﬁﬁ@.mupmmﬁ. g military gecrets to a foreign government, for example,
4 may- briiig prosecution for treason—the crime of frying to betray or

,..owm.ﬁwﬂaé a_state ‘(which in-Britain is m.a.u Emowmaomwﬂ.@camggm by
‘death, unlike murder). Some people have criticized the British Official

Mwﬁﬁm %oﬁ..é?o: can be used to restrict information abolt.government

i . ,Qmmgmm oﬁmﬁ..éﬁms%nﬁmwwboﬁmw .Sbm.&oﬁ& m_moca@....mgmx&ﬁﬁm:ﬁ
_ 1988 thie act was Uised to ban publication of Spycatcher, d book about the

Figure 16 | Burning The Satanic Ve S S e intelligence services written i ireach of his'duty of confidentiality by a

speech and expr m%m.os e Satanic Verses: testing the right to freedom of ' _ retired member of the secret services. Thebook was considered harmless,
. " and, in any case, could be bhought legally in many 88@___ countries.
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