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CUP O’KNOWLEDGE 
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NO Doubts whatsoever! 

Reasonable Suspicion 

Don’t know anything! 

Probable Cause 

Beyond Reasonable Doubt 



SUSPICION 

3 

Two levels of suspicion 

1. J.D.L.R. (Just Don’t Look Right) 

•  Not sufficient to detain someone 

•  Not sufficient to search 

•  IS Sufficient to warrant further 

observation or consensual contact. 



SUSPICION 
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Two levels of suspicion 

2. Reasonable Suspicion 

• “Specific, articulable rational facts causing an 
officer to believe a person’s activity is related to a 
crime that occurred, is occurring, or is about to 
occur, and the person is involved in that activity.”  

• Legally sufficient to justify Terry stop 

•  Justifies Frisk (pat down) for weapons 

 



DETENTION 
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 Terry v. Ohio (1968)  

 HELD: limited detention and frisk for weapons was 

reasonable based on suspicious behavior 

observed by Det. McFadden 
 NRS 171.123 Temporary Detention; Terry stop 

 “A police officer may detain any person whom the officer 

encounters under circumstances which reasonably indicate 

that the person has committed, is committing or is about to 

commit a crime.” 

criminal activity is afoot 



INVESTIGATION 
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 Investigation is the process police use to gather information to determine:  

• Did a crime occurred?  

• What is a crime? 

• “A crime is an act or omission forbidden by law, 

punishable upon conviction by death, imprisonment, 

fine or other penal discipline.” 

• Codified in:  Statutes (NRS) & Case law 

• Elements of a Crime: “In every crime or public offense, 

there must exist a union or joint operation of act and 

intention or criminal negligence.” 

 

 

 



INVESTIGATION 
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 Investigation is the process police use to gather information to determine:  

• Who is involved: 

• Victim(s)  - who suffered harm/damages? 

• Suspect(s)  - who perpetrated harm/damages? 

• Motive ? 

• Opportunity ? 

• Alibi ? 

• Witness(es) – who observed the incident? 

• Location – vantage/view point 

• Biases – impartial?  

 

 



INVESTIGATION 
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 Investigation is the process police use to gather information to determine:  

• Piece together the Truth (What happened? How did 

the crime occur?) 

• Testimony (interviews, interrogations, statements) 

PLUS   

• Physical evidence (bloody shirt, finger prints, 

photos of injuries, weapons, etc.) 

• Study crime scene 

 

 



INVESTIGATION 
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 Investigation is the process police use to gather information to determine:  

 Interview vs. Interrogation 

 Interview: questions asked to persons NOT in 

police custody 

 Interrogation: questions asked to a person 

under arrest/ in police custody.   

 Requires:  warnings 
*During or as a result of an investigation, if an officer develops  he can 

usually make an arrest 

 

 



ARREST 
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4th Amendment of U.S. Constitution 

Right of the people to be secure in their: 

persons, houses and personal property 

against unreasonable searches and 

seizures shall not be violated and no 

warrants shall issue but upon probable 

cause supported by oath and particularly 

describing the place to be searched and 

the person or things to be seized. 



ARREST 
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  “Probable Cause exists when the facts and circumstances known to the officer 

would warrant a prudent person in believing a crime had been committed and the 

accused has committed it.” 

 NRS 171.104  defines arrest: 

 “An arrest is the taking of a person into custody, in a 

case and in the manner authorized by law.” 
 



ARREST 
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 Police questioning after arrest (interrogation) usually requires Miranda warnings. 

 
1. Right to remain silent (5th Am.) 

2. Anything said can & will be used against him/her in court of law (5th Am.) 

3. Right to have attorney present during questioning (6th Am.) 

4. Those who cannot afford an attorney will have one appointed by the court. 

(6th Am.) 

 Confessions/Admission made in violation of Miranda will be suppressed. 



ARREST 
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 Exceptions to Miranda  

 “ ” – NY v. Quarles (1984)  

 Supreme Court held: Miranda does not require officers to refrain from asking 

questions reasonably prompted by a concern for public safety.  

 Routine Booking questions 

 Jailhouse informant – Kuhlman v. Wilson (1986) 

•  “just listening” is okay; “active questioning” is not.  

 Unsolicited statements – suspect voluntary makes incriminating statements 

without any provocation or solicitation from police.  (Actually waiver ) 



ARREST 
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 End of the Arrest process is booking into jail.  

 

 

After someone is booked into jail (or issued a citation) the second part of the criminal 

justice system takes over:  The court system. 

 


