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The Declaration of Independence: A Transcription

IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands which
have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and equal
station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of
mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator
with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.--That to secure
these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the
governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the
People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their Safety and Happiness.
Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be changed for light and transient
causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more disposed to suffer, while evils are
sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accustomed. But when a long train
of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object evinces a design to reduce them under absolute
Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such Government, and to provide new Guards for their
future security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which
constrains them to alter their former Systems of Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a
history of repeated injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny
over these States. To prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance, unless
suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so suspended, he has
utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people, unless
those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a right inestimable to
them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and distant from the
depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them into compliance with his
measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly firmness his
invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected; whereby the
Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the People at large for their
exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all the dangers of invasion from
without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose obstructing the
Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to encourage their migrations hither,

and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of Lands.
He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for establishing
Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and the amount
and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to harrass our
people, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our
legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to-the Civil power,

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution, and
unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended Legislation:

For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:
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For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they should commit
on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province, establishing therein
an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render it at once an example and
fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the
Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power to legislate
for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging War against
us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the lives of our
people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works of death,
desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty & perfidy scarcely paralleled
in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms against their
Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to fall themselves by their
Hands.

He has excited domestic insurrections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on the
inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of warfare, is an
undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms: Our repeated
Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is thus marked by every act
which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free people.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from time to time of
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the
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circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and magnanimity,

and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations, which, would
inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the voice of justice and

of

consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our Separation, and hold them,

as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled, appeal
to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by Authority of the
good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies are, and of Right

ing

ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to the British Crown, and
that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and ought to be totally dissolved; and

that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War, conclude Peace, contract Alliances,

establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which Independent States may of right do. And for the

support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to
each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred Honor.

The 56 signatures on the Declaration appear in the positions indicated:

Column 1
Georgia:
Button Gwinnett
Lyman Hall
George Walton

Column 2

North Carolina:
William Hooper
Joseph Hewes
John Penn

South Carolina:
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Edward Rutledge
Thomas Heyward, Jr.
Thomas Lynch, Jr.
Arthur Middleton

Column 3
Massachusetts:
John Hancock
Maryland:

Samuel Chase
William Paca
Thomas Stone
Charles Carroll of Carrollton
Virginia:

George Wythe
Richard Henry Lee
Thomas Jefferson
Benjamin Harrison
Thomas Nelson, Jr.
Francis Lightfoot Lee
Carter Braxton

Column 4

Pennsylvania:
Robert Morris
Benjamin Rush
Benjamin Franklin
John Morton
George Clymer
James Smith
George Taylor
James Wilson
George Ross

Delaware:
Caesar Rodney
George Read
Thomas McKean

Column 5

New York:
William Floyd
Philip Livingston
Francis Lewis
Lewis Morris

New Jersey:
Richard Stockton
John Witherspoon
Francis Hopkinson
John Hart
Abraham Clark
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Column 6

New Hampshire:
Josiah Bartlett
William Whipple

Massachusetts:
Samuel Adams
John Adams
Robert Treat Paine
Elbridge Gerry

Rhode Island:
Stephen Hopkins
William Ellery

Connecticut:
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Roger Sherman
Samuel Huntington
William Williams
Oliver Wolcott
New Hampshire:
Matthew Thornton
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CHAP. XI.
Of the difference of MANNERS.

By MANNERS, I mean not here, Decency of behaviour; as how one
man should salute another, or how a man should wash his mouth, or
pick his teeth before company, and such other points of the Small
Moralls; But those qualities of man-kind, that concern their living
together in Peace, and Unity. T'o which end we are to consider, that

69

What is here
meant by
Manners.




Kings, whose power is greatest, turn their endeavours to the assuring
it at home by Lawes, or abroad by Wars: and when that is done, there
succeedeth a new desire; in some, of Fame from new Conquest; in
others, of ease and sensuall pleasure; in others, of admiration, or
being flattered for excellence in some art, or other ability of the mind.

Competition of Riches, Honour, Command, or other power

wishes him there, where he might never see him more. For benefits
oblige; and obligation is thraldome; and unrequitable obligation,
perpetuall thraldome; which is to ones equall, hatefull. But to have
received benefits from one, whom we acknowledge for superiour,
enclines to love; because the obligation is no new depression: and
cheerfull acceptation, (which men call Gratitude,) is such an honour

Of Man The difference of Manners Chap. 1r
the Felicity of this life, consisteth not in the repose of a mind satisfied. their present condition; as also, all men that are ambitious of Military
For there is no such Finis witimus, (utmost ayme,) nor Summum command, are enclined to continue the causes of warre; and to stirre
Bonum, (greatest Good,) as is spoken of in the Books of the old Morall up trouble and sedition: for there is no honour Military but by warre;
Philosophers. Nor can a man any more live, whose Desires are at an nor any such hope to mend an ill game, as by causing a new shuffle.
end, than he, whose Senses and Imaginations are at a stand. Felicity is Desire of Knowledge, and Arts of Peace, enclineth men to obey a And from
a continuall progresse of the desire, from one object to another; the common Power: For such Desire, containeth a desire of leasure; and  fove of Aris.
attaining of the former, being still but the way to the later. The cause consequently protection from some other Power than their own.
whereof is, That the object of mans desire, is not to enjoy once onely, Desire of Praise, disposeth to Jaudable actions, such as please them Love of
and for one instant of time; but to assure for ever, the way of his whose judgement they value; for of thase men whom we contemn, we Yertue from
future desire. And therefore the voluntary actions, and inclinations of contemn also the Praises. Desire of Fame after death does the same. WWMN.MM,
all men, tend, not onely to the procuring, but also to the assuring of a And though after death, there be no sense of the praise given us on
contented life; and differ onely in the way: which ariseth partly from Earth, as being joyes, that are either swallowed up in the unspeakable
the diversity of passions, in divers men; and partly from the difference joyes of Heaven, or extinguished in the extreme torments of Hell: yet
of the knowledge, or opinion each one has of the causes, which is not such Fame vain; because men have a present delight therein,
produce the effect desired. from the foresight of it, and of the benefit that may redound thereby
A restless. So that in the first place, I put for a generall inclination of all to their posterity: which though they now see not, yet they imagine;
. desire of mankind, a perpetuall and restlesse desire of Power after power, that and any thing that is pleasure in the sense, the same also is pleasure in
Power, in all . .. . .
men. ceaseth onely in Death. And the cause of this, is not alwayes that a the imagination. |
fnan hopes for a more intensive delight, than he has already attained ; To have received from one, to wham we think our selves equall, Hate, fiom
to; or that he cannot be content with a moderate power: but because greater benefits than there is hope to Requite, disposeth to counter- %ifficulty of
he cannot assure the power and means to live well, which he hath feit love; but really secret hatred; and puts a man into the estate of a M\Nwasw
present, without the acquisition of more. And from hence it is, that desperate debtor, that in declining the sight of his creditor, tacitely Benefiss.

[48] enclineth to Contention, Enmity, and War: Because the way of one done to the obliger, as is taken generally for retribution. Also to
Love of Competitor, to the attaining of his desire, is to kill, subdue, supplant, receive benefits, though from an equall, or inferiour, as long as there
Contention o repell the other. Particularly, competition of praise, enclineth to a is hope of requitall, disposeth to love: for in the intention of the
\M,MN%%SN. reverence of Antiquity. For men contend with the living, not with the recetver, the obligation is of ayd, and service mutuall; from whence
dead; to these ascribing more than due, that they may obscure the proceedeth an Emulation of who shall exceed in benefiting; the most
glory of the other. noble and profitable contention possible; wherein the victor is pleased
Croil Desire of Ease, and sensuall Delight, disposeth men to obey a with his victory, and the other revenged by confessing it.

&&J:& common Power: Because by such Desires, a man doth abandon the 0
Jrom love of protection might be hoped for from his own Industry, and labour.

Ease.
1f .
| From feare of Fear of Death, and Wounds, disposeth to the same; and for the same
, W\&&wi reason. On the contrary, needy men, and hardy, not contented with
Ounas.
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Men by
nature

Equall.

CHAP. XIII.

Of the NATURALL CONDITION of
Mankind, as concerning their Felicity, and
Misery.

Nature hath made men so equall, in the faculties of body, and mind;
as that though there bee found one man sometimes manifestly

! Syn.: Vales
ZScribal MS reads: On whom men by common frailty are carried to execute their
anger. They beare downe not onely Religion w* they reduce to Private fancy but

also the Civil government that would uphold it reducing it to the naturall Condition
of Private force.
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The Naturall Condition of Mankind

stronger in body, or of quicker mind ?w: another; yet when all is
reckoned together, the difference @ogwoz man, and man, is not so
considerable, as that one man can thereupon claim to himselfe any
benefit, to which another may not pretend, as well as he. For as to the
strength of body, the weakest has strength enough to kill the
strongest, either by secret machination, or by confederacy with others,
that are in the same danger with himselfe.

And as to the faculties of the mind, Amwﬁzm aside the arts grounded
upon words, and especially that skill of @wonom&um upon generall, and
infallible rules, called Science; which very few have, and but in few
things; as being not a native faculty, born with us; nor attained, (ds
Prudence,) while we look after moEwg\rmﬁ els,) I find yet a greater
equality amongst men, than that of mqgmﬁr. For Prudence, is but
Experience; which equall time, equally bestowes on all men, in those
things they equally apply themselves Eﬁo That which may perhaps

. make such equality incredible, is but a vain conceipt of ones owne

wisdome, which almost all men think they have in a greater degree,
than the Vulgar; that is, than all men but Fman?oF and a few others,
whom by Fame, or for concurring with themselves, they approve: For

_such is the nature of men, that howsoever they may acknowledge
many others to be more witty, or more eloquent, or more learned; Yet -
they will hardly believe there be many so wise as themselves: For they

sce their own wit at hand, and other mens at a distance. But this
proveth rather that men are in that point equall, than unequall. For
there is not ordinarily a greater signe of Eo equall distribution of any
thing, than that every man is contented S:b his share.

From this equality of ability, ariseth mﬁcmra\ of hope in the attain-
ing of our Ends. And therefore if any 2@ men desire the same thing,
which neverthelesse they cannot both enjoy, they become enemies;
and in the way to their End, (which is principally their owne conserva-
tion, and sometimes their delectation o&%vv endeavour to destroy, or
subdue one an other. And from hence it comes to passe, that where
an Invader hath no more to feare, than an other mans single power; if
one plant, sow, build, or possesse a convenient Seat, others may
probably be expected to come prepared with forces united, to dispos-
sesse, and deprive him, not only of the ?E of his labour, but also of
his life, or liberty. And the Invader mmmE is in the like danger of
another.

And from this diffidence of one mnoEQ. there is no way for any

Chap. 3

(61]

From |
Equality |
proceeds i

Diffidence. _

From

man to secure himselfe, so Hnmmocm@_n mm Anticipation; that is, by Dfidence
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Warre.




[62]

Out of Civil
States, there
is almayes
Warre of
every one
against every
one.

- .

Of Man

force, or wiles, to master the persons of all men he can, so long, till he
see no other power great enough to endanger him: And this is no
more than his own conservation requireth, and is generally allowed.
Also because there be some, that taking pleasure in contemplating
their own power in the acts of conquest, which they pursue farther
than their security requires; if others, that otherwise would be glad to
be at ease within modest bounds, should not by invasion increase
their power, they would not be able, long time, by standing only on
their defence, to subsist. And by consequence, such augmentation of
dominion over men, being necessary to a mans conservation, it ought
to be allowed him.

Againe, men have no pleasure, (but on the contrary a great deale of
griefe) in keeping company, where there is no power able to over-awe
them all. For every man looketh that his companion should value him,
at the same rate he sets upon himselfe: And upon all signes of
contempt, or undervaluing, naturally endeavours, as far as he dares
(which amongst them that have no common power to keep them in
quiet, is far enough to make them destroy each other,) to extort a

. greater value from his contemners, by dommage; and from others, by

the example.

So that in the nature of man, we find three principall causes of
quarrell. First, Competition; Secondly, Diffidence; Thirdly, Glory.

The first, maketh men invade for Gain; the second, for Safety; and
the third, for Reputation. The first use Violence, to make themselves
Masters of other mens persons, wives, children, and cattell; the
second, to defend them; the third, for trifles, as a word, a smile, a
different opinion, and any other signe of undervalue, either direct in
their Persons, or by reflexion in their Kindred, their Friends, their
Nation, their Profession, or their Name.

Hereby it is manifest, that during the time men live without a
common Power to keep them all in awe, they are in that condition
which is called Warre; and such a warre, as is of every man, against
every man. For WARRE, consisteth not in Battell onely, or the act of
fighting; but in a tract of time, wherein the Will to contend by Battell
is sufficiently known: and therefore the notion of Zime, is to -be
considered in the nature of Warre; as it is in the nature of Weather.
For as the nature of Foule weather, Iyeth not in a showre or two of
rain; but in an inclination thereto of many dayes together: So the
nature of War, consisteth not in actuall fighting; but in the known

88

The Naturall Condition of Mankind

.disposition thereto, during all the time there is no assurance to the

contrary. All other time is PEACE. ,

‘Whatsoever therefore is consequent to a time of Warre, where
every man is Enemy to every man; the same is consequent to the time,
wherein men live without other security, than what their own
strength, and their own invention shall furnish them withall. In such
condition, there is no place for Industry; because the fruit thereof is
uncertain: and consequently no Culture of the Earth; no Navigation,
nor use of the commodities that may be imported by Sea; no com-
modious Building; no Instruments of moving, and removing such
things as require much force; no Knowledge of the face of the Earth;
no account of Time; no Arts; no Letters; no Society; and which is
worst of all, continuall feare, and danger of violent death; And the life
of man, solitary, poore, nasty, brutish, and short.

It may seem strange to some man, that has not well weighed these
things; that Nature should thus digsociate, and render men apt to
invade, and destroy one another; and he may therefore, not trusting to
this Inference, made from the Passions, desire perhaps to have the
same confirmed by Experience. Let him therefore consider with him-
selfe, when taking a journey, he armes himselfe, and seeks to go well
accompanied; when going to sleep, he locks his dores; when even in
his house he locks his chests; and this when he knowes there bee
Lawes, and publike Officers, armed, to revenge all injuries shall bee
done him; what opinion he has of his fellow subjects, when he rides
armed; of his fellow Citizens, when he locks his dores; and of his
children, and servants, when he locks his chests. Does he not there
as much accuse mankind by his actions, as I do by my words? But
neither of us accuse mans nature in it. The Uommﬁmv.mba other Pas-
sions of man, are in themselves no Sin. No more are the Actions, tat
proceed from those Passions, till they know a Law that forbids them:
which till Lawes be made they cannot know: nor can any Law be
made, till they have agreed upon the Person that shall make it. B
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Two Treatises of
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A Letter Concerm’ng
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