Silvio Berlusconi

— kontroverzni italsky politik a podnikatel
Fakta

*29. zati 1936, Mildn

1961 — Gspesné€ dokoncil studium prava na mildnské univerzité¢ (Nazev prace: Pravni aspekty

reklamy)
-pti studiich prav na mildnské univerzité si vydélaval prodejem vakuovych Cistica,
fotografovanim socialnich nepokojli a zpévem na vyletnich parnicich

1962 — zalozil stavebni firmu Edilnord — s niz vystavél prakticky celé severni milanské
pfedmésti,  nazvané Milano 2

1975 — zalozil holdingovou spole¢nost Fininvest, ktera dnes vlastni tfi soukromé stanice
nejvetsiho
provozovatele vysilani v zemi, Medianetu.

1980 — rozjel vysilani prvni soukromé televizni stanice v zemi Channel 5, pficemz obesel
zékon, ktery zaruCoval monopol na vysilani statni televizi RAI. Poprvé v historii tak Italové
mohli sledovat zabavné soutézni show ¢i telenovely (Dallas). Dva roky na to spatiila svétlo
svéta stanice Italia 1, poté dalsi kanal Net 4.

Nad jeho ¢iny drZel ochrannou ruku stary ptitel Benito Craxi, toho casu italsky premiér.
Ziejme nejvétsi sluzbu Berlusconimu prokazal v roce 1990 prosazenim zékona, ktery ur¢oval
podil Fininvestu a RAI na medialnim trhu. Tim vlastn¢ kodifikoval bipolarni charakter
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1993 — vstoupil na politickou drahu zaloZenim strany Vzhuru, Italie! (Forza Italia - nazev
odvozen od poktiku fotbalovych fanouskt pii zapasech narodniho tymu).

1994 — se poprvé stal premiérem Itilie za svou politickou stranu

1996 — volby - podlehl socialistim v ¢ele s Romanem Prodim
2001 — Berlusconi opét v Cele italské vlady
2008 - po vitézstvi ve volbach prosadil tzv. zdkon Lodo Alfano, kterym znemoznil trestni
stihani
premiéra (tj. své osoby), prezidenta a predsedd snémovny a senatu.

2009 — ftijen, ustavni soud Italie shledal zakon protiustavni a zrusil jej
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2009 — prosinec, Berlusconi v zavéru svého politického mitinku na Domském ndmésti v

Miléné fyzicky napaden: Massimo Tartaglia jej udefil suvenyrem v podobé

milanského  dému do obliceje. Berlusconi utrpél frakturu nosu a ptisel o dva zuby; uto¢nik

byl zatéen.

2010 — tnor, poslanci pfijali v poméru 316 ku 239 zakon "Nemizu, vladnu"

Berlusconi kritiku vytrvale odmita: ,,UpFimné si myslim, Ze jsem nejlepSim premiérem,
jakého Italie méla za 150 let (...)* prohlasil béhem tiskové konference po aféie na
Sardinii. Proto také vylou¢il, Ze by kvili sexualnim a jinym skandalim odstoupil.

Kontroverze

Berlusconiho kariéra jako podnikatele byva ¢asto zpochybnovana — nejcastéji se
objevuji pochybnosti o extrémné rychlém nartstu jeho aktivit v letech 1961 — 1963,
pfi€emz neni piesn€ znam zdroj jeho financi

Kritizovano bylo i jeho ptatelstvi se socialistickym politikem Bettinem Craxim, ktery
byl obvinén z korupce; tvrdi se, Ze mezi nim a Berlusconim doslo k vyméné nékolika
laskavosti

Snazil se prosadit justi¢ni reformu, ve které mélo v podstaté dojit ke kontrole soudcti a
k omezeni jejich nezavislosti; tuto reformu vetoval prezident Ciampi, ktery reformu
prohlésil za protiustavni

Spanélsky soud Corte de casation ho obvinil z dafiovych podvodii a z poruseni
antitrustovych zakont v souvislosti s jeho soukromou televizi Telecinco

Ackoli Berlusconi popira veskeré vztahy s mafii, byl mnohokrat obvinén, Ze je ve
spojeni se Sicilskymi mafidny, a to skrze svého zahradnika Vittoria Mangana, se
kterym ho seznamil Marcelo Dell’Utri, ktery byl usvédcen z vydirani ve spojeni

s Cosa Nostrou, toto téma se opét rozvitilo v roce 2004, kdy Dell’Utri, Berlusconiho
poradce a mistoptedseda strany Forza Italia, byl odsouzen na devét let odnéti svobody
kvtli ucasti na nezakonné Cinnosti sicilské mafie. Berlusconi v§echna nai¢eni oznacil
jako absurdni.

V ptipadé Berlusconiho osoby dochazi k pomérnému stietu zajmi — piredev§im

z pohledu jeho politickych aktivit, toho, jak ovladd média a vyuziva finanéni
prosttedky k prosazeni politickych zajmi

Eluana Englaro — Right to die case

Mlada Zena, kterd po dopravni nehodé€ v roce 1992 zlistala v komatu

Vegetativni stav — mozkova smrt, normdlni funkce téla, zdrava, méla menstruaci,
jediné, co potiebovala, aby ji nékdo krmil

Staraly se o ni fadové sestry z nemocnice Lecco

Jeji otec podal navrh na soud, aby byla Eluana ponechéna bez vody a aby umiela zizni
V listopadu 2008 dal italsky Nejvyssi soud za pravdu otci a rozhodl, Ze nemocnice
musi prestat podavat Eluané jidlo a vodu

Radové sestry odmitly uposlechnout nafizeni soudu a v celé Italii se nasla pouze
jedina nemocnice, kterd byla ochotna popravu uskutec¢nit
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- Berlusconiho vlada v tyz den, kdy Eluana ptestala dostavat vodu, schvalila nafizeni,
které zakazuje nemocnicim nechat pacienty umfit hladem nebo Zizni, prezident —
komunista Giorgio Napolitano, to vSak vetoval

- Berlusconi oznamil, Ze jeho vlada zacne ve zrychleném procesu projednavat zakon,
kterym by pfekonala veto, Eluana vSak 9. listopadu zemfela

Pikanterie

- Se svou manzelkou Carlou Elvirou Dall’Oglio se rozvedl v roce 1985 a v roce 1990
se ozenil s hereckou Veronicou Lario, kterd vSak v roce 2009 oznamila, ze poda
zadost o rozvod

- Ve svém otevieném dopise vyjadiila Veronica svij vztek nad tim, ze Berlusconi jako
kandidatky pro volby do Evropského parlamentu vybiral predev§sim mlad¢ a atraktivni,
avSak s minimalni ¢i zadnou politickou zkuSenosti, také zminila svlij nesouhlas
ohledng ti¢asti svého manZela na oslavé narozenin osmndctileté divky a stézovala si,
ze Silvio nikdy nejevil zdjem navstévovat oslavy 18tych narozenin svych syni;
predmétnd divka poté v rozhovoru pro italsky magazin uvedla, ze s papim travila
spoustu Casu a Ze ji slibil, ze se ji postara o budouci kariéru

- Podle tvrzeni prostitutky Patrizzii D’Addario ji italsky premiér zaplatil — 34 000 K¢,
aby s nim stravila dvé noci; ten vSechno popftel

Vyroky

At a rally during the 2006 election campaign:
"Read The Black Book of Communism and you will discover that in the China of Mao, they
did not eat children, but had them boiled to fertilise the fields."

On left-wing voters at a conference of retailers during the 2006 campaign:
"I trust the intelligence of the Italian people too much to think that there are so many pricks
around who would vote against their own best interests."

At the launch of the 2006 campaign:
"I am the Jesus Christ of politics. I am a patient victim, I put up with everyone, I sacrifice
myself for everyone."

Promising to put family values at the centre of his campaign:
"I will try to meet your expectations, and I promise from now on, two-and-a-half months of
absolute sexual abstinence, until [election day on] 9 April."

To German MEP Martin Schulz, at start of Italy's EU presidency in July 2003:

"I know that in Italy there is a man producing a film on Nazi concentration camps - I shall put
you forward for the role of Kapo (guard chosen from among the prisoners) - you would be
perfect."

During the controversy raging over the above remark:



"I'll try to soften it and become boring, maybe even very boring, but I am not sure I will be
able to do it."

To a German newspaper:
"In Italy I am almost seen as German for my workaholism. Also I am from Milan, the city
where people work the hardest. Work, work, work - I am almost German."

At the Brussels summit, at the end of Italy's EU presidency, in December 2003:
"Let's talk about football and women." (Turning to four-times-married German Chancellor,
Gerhard Schroeder.) "Gerhard, why don't you start?"

On Italian secretaries (comments made at the New York stock exchange):

"[taly is now a great country to invest in... today we have fewer communists and those who
are still there deny having been one. Another reason to invest in Italy is that we have beautiful
secretaries... superb girls."

On Mussolini:
"Mussolini never killed anyone. Mussolini used to send people on vacation in internal exile."

In the wake of 11 September:

"We must be aware of the superiority of our civilisation, a system that has guaranteed well-
being, respect for human rights and - in contrast with Islamic countries - respect for religious
and political rights, a system that has as its value understanding of diversity and tolerance...
"The West will continue to conquer peoples, even if it means a confrontation with another
civilisation, Islam, firmly entrenched where it was 1,400 years ago."

His response to worldwide condemnation of the above speech:

"They have tried to hang me on an isolated word, taken out of context from my whole
speech."

"I did not say anything against the Islamic civilisation... It's the work of some people in the
[talian leftist press who wanted to tarnish my image and destroy my long-standing relations
with Arabs and Muslims."

On Italian justice:
"Eighty-five per cent of the Italian press is left-wing and among the judges it is even worse...
There is a cancer in Italy that we have to treat: the politicisation of the magistracy."

On judges pursuing former Prime Minister Giulio Andreotti on charges relating to the
Mafia:

"Those judges are doubly mad! In the first place, because they are politically mad, and in the
second place because they are mad anyway.

"If they do that job it is because they are anthropologically different from the rest of the
human race."

On his trial, now suspended, in which he denies charges of bribing judges to prevent the
sale of a state-owned food company to a rival:

"I believed and still believe that citizen Berlusconi should be praised for having prevented the
state's wealth from being looted... I was expecting a Gold Medal for Civil Worthiness for
ensuring the state earned 2,000bn [lire]."



On himself:

"The best political leader in Europe and in the world."

"There is no-one on the world stage who can compete with me."

"Out of love for Italy, I felt I had to save it from the left."

"The right man in the right job."

"I don't need to go into office for the power. I have houses all over the world, stupendous
boats... beautiful airplanes, a beautiful wife, a beautiful family... I am making a sacrifice."

A joke about Aids told by Mr Berlusconi:

"An Aids patient asks his doctor whether the sand treatment prescribed him will do any good.
'No', the doctor replies, 'but you will get accustomed to living under the earth'."

His response to critics who said the joke was offensive:

"They have lost their minds; they really have come to the end of the line, indeed they have
gone beyond it. I would advise them, too, to undergo sand treatment..."

On his alleged conflict of interest as prime minister and one of Italy's biggest tycoons,
with major media holdings:

"If I, taking care of everyone's interests, also take care of my own, you can't talk about a
conflict of interest."

On a proposal to base an EU food standards agency in Finland, rather than the Italian
city of Parma:

"Parma is synonymous with good cuisine. The Finns don't even know what prosciutto is. I
cannot accept this."



