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ffi warm-up
Answer as many questions asyou can in five minutes.

Revision test
1 How is the future continuous formed?
2 Which form is best, and why?

a Ah,Where,smydiary?oh,yes.hereit is. l thoughtsq/mmeetinq/ťi lmeeťLauraonthe14th.
b People will buy / are buyrngbooks onlyfrom the internet in a fewyears.
c Who do you thinkwillwin / are winningthe football match tonight?

3 What things would a learner need to know about new vocabulary items?
4 Write some concept checking questions for the grammatical pattern in bold.

I'm going to go to the shop. Is there anythingyou want?
5 How can a teacher help to keep learners motivated?

ffi! Reasons to test learners
r Work in groups. Explain why the test may be taking place in the following testing situations.

A course ďrector is expecting an intake of 100 students. They will all sit a test on the first
morning of the course.
A teacher has a new class. In the second lesson she decides to give the class a short test.
A teacher has taught 50 hours of a lOO-hour course. He decides to give the class a test.
A class is very near the end of their course. In the penultimate lesson they will have a test.

Work in small groups. Discuss the reasons teachers test learners. Are there disadvantages to testing
learners?

refi ways of testing
Study the table and answer the questions. Which test types:

a test inďvidual language items?
b test language items in combination?
c test knowledge about language?
d test language use?
e can be marked objectively?
f require subjective marking criteria?
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24 Monitoring and assessing learning .'r

Which of the test types in activity Cr could be used to test the following areas?
. receptive skills
. productive skills
. vocabulary and grammar

Work in groups. Decide what features make one learner's spoken language better than another's.
For example:
. one learner may use a wider range oÍ vocabulary than another.

Now design some criteria by which you can assess performance in an oral test given to a group of
learners. Use the table below to help you.

Testtypes Examples
Multiple-choice q uestions l ' rn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .  to see zoé to m or row.

a)gone b)go c)going d)went

Gap-fill exercises She's very i ntelligent and I lov e .................... occent.

Sentence transformations The shop sold the last copy of the book yesterday.
ThP lfl<t rÓnv of rhe hook

Writing a composition You see the following job odvert in o newspoper. Write o letter of
opplication.

Oral interviews Learners are shown pictures and describe them orally.

Matching Learners read a text and match pictures to the appropriate parts.

Sentence Droduction Learners write sentences about themselves using a given structure,
such as usedto+ infinitive.

A B c
Range ofvocabulary
and structures

A good range of
vocabulary and
structures

An adequate range of
vocabulary and
structures

An inadequate range
of vocabulary and
structures to
communicate
effectively

Fluency

Accuracy (including
pronunciation)

Communication
strategies
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B Classroom teaching

ffi nnalysing a test

ffi How not to test
Read the learners' complaints. Complete the sentences explaining the problem with the test design in
each case.

Ťíl3tl[tllTriň.fiiffi ,ťii.i.
'ÍniiTř-llifr t*.il'. '.t'i.,'.l;'fi ltlfi ilillfr -Tiiťf' !fr i

aíiiiEt ilffi ffi ;;ffi ;ffi ;ffit'ijffi í
do a writing test and I didn't do very well.

b The content of the test should ...

lilá:ŤĚ:ilÍHJfi;#:iffi ;ffi .*;il:i Ťh:

c Feedback shouldbe ...

Read the test on page lo9. lt comes at the end of a unit of an intermediate coursebook. What things do
you think have been taught in the unit?

I Do you think the writers of the test intended it to be done in an in{ormal way, or more
formally, more like an exam?

2 Would you ask the learners to do this test individually or in groups?
3 Do you like the tlpe of questions that are asked?
4 Are there any sections that you would change?

a Instructions need ...
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B Classroom teaching

ffi Other ways of monitoring progress
Read about other ways of monitoring learners' progress and answer the questions. Then compare ideas
with a partner.

I In each case, who does the assessing, the learner or the teacher?
2 Are all the ideas practical?
I Whose idea do you like best and why?
4 Whose idea do you like least and why?

a Shaun
€very Lesso,lt is al opytudty |or Ťeaú.ers to assass law we!'!' ialividnnk are 77ressia6, ÍN

6ou|a.ni|t *at lÁr+,crs sfr a"a do eloselylffou wi|l' Kruow i+ th.e6 are n"ar;-v"vov,"sš,

b Laura
1 orsk learn*s +o l(eep a learnin3 diar.y . +hl 'Ť,áke a {a,r nďes a{+e eacrr Esson sar1in3 vřnt
+hŤ +ho€h+ the airn ď +ř\e les.'o^ wo\s' Vňa+ +řE |earnd' how r'rqch +h1 r,rnd*stood and
V/tre|ť\tr +l.E lil(ed i+ Ev*y norr and +hen f. tďe Ťřre diaries in and see ho/ the tearn*s thiď
te; are doing

c Kirsty
I Tsvc loarner| a liď of v,,het v,,e,Ýo dono in c)a<< and norř to oxh +hiv.+!Ykavo {t'vw alvwÉ _.ánfdorrť 

, 
,o€ atd , ned 77.7rc*,' . 

T|Y h:k tho a77ro7ňato -I,nn"fur oak *in5-ara 51vo it ba& and !

ý sono id6 of hoÍÝ +ba1+hinkrtY arv doitt1.
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