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Grammar notes
The third conditional

If SS have a similar tense in their own language, they
may not have too many problems with the concept but
most SS will have problems with the ‘mechanics’ of
the structure, i.e. remembering which verb form goes
in each part of the sentence and also in understanding
and producing contracted forms.

Typical mistakes are:

— using would have in the if-clause, e.g. If f-would-have
— using the past perfect in both clauses, e.g. I had
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1 If you'd told me earlier, I would have gone too.
2 If the weather had been better, we would have stayed

3 If I hadn't stopped for petrol, | would have arrived
before he left.

4 We would have been late if we hadn't taken a taxi.

5 She wouldn’t have come if she’d known he was here.

6 It would have been cheaper if we'd booked last

month.
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