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B ow ASOUT THAY, BUT

| 50 KHOW ONE NG - [
S CO\—D ovTS\IDE o
N THE CARVTRY ol

HANE XOV
S?

FELX 1Y, FOLKS

E v \ou DIDNT gRNG
el
VKT, YouR V\\TT\?_NS?,\‘(Q\W\
SUARY, AND YOUR WO
CMOCOLKNYE )
NOV'RE SLST Nov
B GONNA MRKE \T
~oO LONG OVT
THERE Y
NOL KNOW .
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~ND TWS 1S\,
THE B\G DAY-——
“—\\& YU'S A UNIQUELY
CAN DAY,

AMERL







CANNON HOUSE
OFFICE BUILDING
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_erom SOME PLACE
OR ANOTMER., UNDER

MY CHILDROOD NICKNAME,

BABY BROTHER,
\ou LOOK. oD,
WHERE'S {oUR HAT,
MouR SCARF 7

M FINE--
VL BE OKAY.

e, ROsAL
Mow ARE You?

You Two HAVE
MovR TEKETST
NDREW WILL TAKE
Nou N A FEW

MINVTES TOo--

/' WE'RE FROM ATLANTA,

|1y
AND WE'E ComE FOR
THE INAUGURATION -~
| WAS BRINGING
Y BNS WERE So TWEY
CouLD SEE TJoWN
LEWIS' OFFICE.



OF CouRSE, I
OF COURSE-~

oW, wel\ -~

ummm TM SORRY TO

DISTURS YOV, ¢ TUST,
| MEAN WE TusT--

CONGRESSMAN LEWIS,
THESE ARE MY TWO SoNS,
TACOB 3nd ESAV.

HELLD, IT's VERY
N\CE TO MEET
You. \'m

Touw LEW\S.

L\KE To SEE
MY OFFICE?

m

It ' CAN | GET Nou

COME ON N H\ SOMETHING T
| I 7

1 T
CONGRESSMAN LEWIS, \

| CAN'T BELIEVE
NoU'RE HERE,

WE STOPPED BY
P BECAUSE | WANTED
MY Boys To SEE THEIR
HISTORY - = | WAN
EM To KNOW -~




. oW FAR.
WE'VE COME-
o T
y SoRRN IF ITS
: A UTTLE
THIS 15 W
OFF\CE.W»-\F_I"E \ Do TJunky, 0
MOST oF MY woRK =
HERE 1N WASHINGTON. )
qorns
soh!

WAS 13 MEARS OD,
MEETING WITH

PRESIDENT KENNEDY ... AND TWIS ONE WAS

TAKEN AVGUST 22,1463,
AT THE MARCH on
WASHINGTON WHERE DR. KING
GAVE WS "\ HAVE A DREAM™
SpeECH.

0




OF EVER{ONE
WHo SPOKE AT
THE MARCH,

why do you
have so many
cAeikEeNns?
well, THAT'S A
GooD QUESTION .

AS A CHILD, MY PARENTS GAVE

ME THE RESPONSIBILITY OF

TAKING CARE OF OUR FAMILY'S
CHICKENS,
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MY FATHER BouGHT ¢t IN
-TME SPRING of 1440 FoR $300.

T FIELDS

WE LWED 0N IO ACRES OF

COTTON, CORN , AND PEANV
IN A LITTLE CORNER of
PAKE COUNTY, ALABAMA.




IT WAS EVERY PENNY MY FATHER HAD TO His NAME
MoNEY EARNED BY TENANT FARMING.

p/l

MY FATHER WAS A
SHARE CROPPER. .

| NEVER HAD ANY FEELINGS ABouT THE
OTHER ANIMALS ON OUR FARM,

&£ BUT | WAS ALWANS
= DRAWN To THE CHICKENS |

£ 4
d

’

| FELT THe NEED TO

| NEVER Tosk THE CMICKENS
TALK. T© THEM FIRST,

STRAGHT ™ THE YARD To FEED ThEM-—



NO ONE ELSE CouLD
TELL THOSE CHICKENS ¢ TMERE WERE
APART, AND NO ONE RHODE \SLAND REDS,

CARED TO.

BANTAMS,

| KNEW EVERY ONE OF THEM BY
APPEARANCE AND PERSONALITY.
TWEM WERE EACH \NDIVIDUALS To ME.

SOME | EVEN NAMED,

\T Took usS /
FIVE DANS TO WE FINALY PUT SOME
GET HER OUT. BREAD CRUMBS IN A
EASKET AND LOWERED

\T DowN -

8\Gr BELLE,
FOR \NSTANCE-~

SHE FELL DowN
THE WELL .

DARNED IF SHE
DIDN'T cumMd
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N
EVERYWHERE | WENT AROUND
THE cHickeN YARD, LIL PULLET
would BE RIGHT THERE
BEHIND ME.

TMEN THERE WAS
LrL PULLET, MY

FAVORITE. SHE LIVED
LoNGER THAN ANM
CTHER BIRD | HAD.

S

SPRINGTIME WAS MY FAVORITE TIME OF
JEMR BECAUSE VT wAS THE oNLY SEASON
WE CoulD GET BABY CHICKS.

WHEN THE HENS BEGAN LAIING THEIR
EGGS, \'D MARK EACH ONE WTH A LIGHTL
PENCILED NUMBER. To WELP KEEP TRACK
oF TS PROGRESS DURING THE THREE

WEEKS \T Took. To HATCH.

THE NUMBERS WERE ALWANS oDD.

NEVER EVEN. | HAD BEEN TOLD
NEVER O PUT An EVEN NUMBER
UNDER A SETTING HEN.

T WAS
BAD LuCK.

I'D TAKE A FEW FROM THE HENS
THAT WERE SETTING ON A LARGE
NUMBER. OF EGGS, ANP SLP
TMEM UNDER THE HENS THAT



| ALso LEARNED THAT A HEN
WILL CONTINVE To SET AS LoNG
AS SHE HAS EGGS UNDERNEATH HER.

THIS cUT DowN oN THE
NUMBER. OF “BAD" EGGS,

S0 BY SLIPPING MORE EGGS UMDER
MY HENS, | WAS ABLE To KEEP THEM
SETTING ANGTHER THREE WEEKS.

so'\;.;:);;;o: — | ALWAMS HOPED TO SNE

. ENOUGH MONEY Fok AN ACTUAL
INCUBATOR,| LIKE THE $I18.45
MODEL AOVERTISED N THE
SEARS-ROEBUCK CATAWG

1T WORKED.

WE cwé THAT CATALOG
ouk. WISH BooK..
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—_——
— ASLEEP MANM NIGHTS DREAMING

S=—— | el

BooT IT THE WA{ OTHER. CHILDREN
DREAMED ABOUT BICHCLES AND
DoLLHouSES.

AS NEVER.
FFORD 1T,

6

i€ you \oved
chickens so much, why \ SoPPosE THERE ARE
mg\:nx:g;::»« o MAW REASONS. GROWING
o er? 0P, WHAT | RENLY WANTED
7o 8E WAS A PREACHER.
AN UNCLE GAVE ME A
BIBLE FOoR CHRISTMAS
\ LMEN | WAS FouR.-—

—-and NES, !
DO REMEMBER
WHED | WAS FouR-.

1" NEVER FoRGET
MM MOTHER READING ALovD
To ME THE FIRST wWORDS
1N THAT Beok--




81 THE TIME | WAS FIVE | CouLD READ
1T MMSELF, AND ONE PHRASE STRuCK
ME STRONGLY | THOUGH | COULDN'T
COMPREHEND IT5 FuLL. MEANING

AT THE TIME--

| would GET THEM ALL \NTO THE
HENHOUSE AND SETTLE THEM ON THEIR ROOSTS.

THEY WOULD SIT QUIETLY.

X THEY wWoULD Bow
THEIR HEADS,

THEY WouLD SHAKE
THEIR. HEADS,

So | PREACHED To MY CHICKENS
TUST ABOLT EVERY NGHT.

guT THE{ would NEVER
QUITE SAM AMEN.

27



28

| IMAGINED THAT
THEY WERE MY

CONGREGATION,
b,
A\

)

1 WAS A
PREACHER. .




OF COURSE, ANYONE CAN

FIGURE OuT THE DANGER

OF MAKING PETS ouT
of FARM ANIMALS-—

ESPECIALLY CHICKENS.

You GET EMOTIONALLY ATTACRED TO

AN ANIMAL DESTINED FoR THE

OINNER TABLE, AND YOU'RE ASKING
FoR A BROKEN HEART.

BuT | COULDN'T HELP

-
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MORE OFTEN THAN | LIKED,
A GROwN WEN OR EVEN A ro\ﬁou—r:bg S:i:u\%%?
- A FUNERAL.

CHICK WOULD DIE oF i
Tris wAS NOT CHUD'S PLAY.

MORE NATURAL CAUSES. ff
; [ | WAs GENLIWELY GRIEF-
é STRICKEN, AND THE SERVICES
P WeRE PAINSTAKINGLY
9 PRECISE.

| WOULD GATHER WWCHEVER. OF
MU SISTERS AND BROTHERS AND

-\ COUSING | COULD.
g AND | WOULD DELIVER
A EVLOG

AND WONDER WHAT KIND

NTS WouLD wATer
sON THEY HAD.

MY PARE!
TINY coFFIN ToiN
oF

THE NEWEST
THE NERT RowW OF SMALL

| D\RT-MOUNDED GRAVES,




| EVEN WENT THROUGH
A PERIOD OF
PERFORMING BAPTISMS.

1| WAS TRULM INTENT
ON SAVING THE LITTLE
BIRDS' SOULS.

,_5//

| WAS SHOCKED.
ABSOLVTELN TERRIFIED-
| HAD TAKEN ONE OF MY
INNOCENT BABIES AND
ActuAlY KILLED T

| DIDN'T KNOW WHAT To DO.




IN MY PAN\C | HOPED SOMEHOW THE SUN'S
WEAT MIGHT DRY ITS FEATHERS
AND MAYBE REVWE \T.

INCRED\BLY, \T DID.

| NEVER FELT MORE GUWLT
THAN | DD THAT DAY,




ALL THESE ASPECTS OF MY CHICKEN PLAY T\cKLED
MY PARENTS AT FIRST, BuT THEIR AMUSEMENT VANISHED
As | BEGAN SERIOUSLY PROTESTING THER OWN
TREATMENT OF THE BIRDS.

FROM TIME TO TIME, THEY WOULD HAVE NO CAsH
To PAY THE ROLLING STONE MAN FOR SOME SORELY-NEEDED
SUGAR OR FLOUR, so TWEY WOULD OFFER
A BIRD W BARTER. (NSTEAD.

ONE OF MY CHICKENS,




' CRY, REFUSE '\'o

SPEAX. D THEM Fo

THE REST oF THE w«‘{ -

EVEN SK\P TWAT
EVENING'S MEAL.

WORSE, THOUGH, W
wk\'cH\N(x My MD\’HER OR FATHER
KILL ONE OF THE CHICKENS FoR

%_ A SPECIAL SUNDA‘{ DINNER .
2 1 > :
—

THEY WOULD E'THER BREAK
\TS NECK. WITH THEIR HANDS,

SPINNING T AROUND
UNTIL THE BONE

OR SIMPLY CHOP
THE WEAD OFF.



\ WAS NOWHERE To BE SeeN
AT THOSE FAMILY MEALS.

THEY woulD THEN DRAWN

THE BLOOD FROM \TS BoDY
AND DIP \T \N BOILING WATER,
SCALDING \T To LROSEN |TS
FERTHERS FOR PLUCKING.

50 you stopped raisii
chickens becavse W wis
400 hard o see them

be killed ?

BUT EVENTUAUM,
| BEGAN SPENDING MORE
TIME DO\NG SCHOOLWORK,
STUDMING, AND MY EXES
BEGAN OFPENWNG TO THE
WORLD AROUND ME.

why did yov
need ‘o study
more.7

4id you ol % N7
Youl* kests? < | DD OKAY.
| WASN'T THE

Bu wAS
IMPORTANT To ME,
AND 1T WAS ULTIMATELY
THE REASON | GOT
INVOLVED N THE
VL RIGHTS
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THE THING 1S, WHEN | WAS YoUNG,

THERE WASN'T MucH OF A CiviL

RIGHTS MOVEMENT. | WANTED

To woRK AT SOMETHING, BT
GROWING LP IN RURAL

ALABAMA, MM PARENTS KNEW

\T couLP BE DANGEROUS T
MAKE ANY WAVES,

stay out
of Yrovble.

dorit qet in
white people’s
way:

36

BUT OTHER MEMBERS OF MY
FAMILY WELPED OPEN MY EYES,

IN THE SUMMER. oF |95,
\ TooK MM FIRST
TRIP NORTH.

OTS CARTER, ONE oF MY
MOTHER'S BROTHERS, ARRANGED
TUE ToURNEY. HE PLANNED
\T COMPLETELY FOR
MY SAKE.

J

HE L\VED 1N DOTHAN, ABOLT
SIXTY MILES SOUTH oF LS,
WHERE HE WAS A TEACMER
AND A SCHOOL PRINCIPAL.




| WAs 50 SERIOUS, VERY EARNEST,
STILL SERMONIZING WITH MY
CHICKENS, STILL PROTESTING WHEN
THAT WHITE MEAT WENT ON

THE TABLE.

ALWAYS | WORE A TIE OFTEN, AND
#ﬁ;‘j ?‘SSP;‘SAL \NTEREST {) SOME OF THE GROWNULPS
W ME, ESPECIALLY AS | 9 ) TEASED ME ABOLT THAT,
BEGAN TD GROW AND - TELLING ME | DRESSED
STAND OUT A LITTLE BIT-— LIKE A PREACHER.

NOT FuST WITH MY
DEVOTION To ScHOOLWORK,
BUT WITH THE WAM
\ GENERALLY ACTED.

| KNOW NOW THAT UNCLE OTS SAW
SOMETHING N ME THAT | HNONT NET SEEN.

THAT 15 WHY WE TOOK OuR TRAP N TONE of 's|.

37



THERE WOULD BE NO RESTAVRANTS FoR LS TO
SToP AT UNTIL WE WERE WELL. OUT OF THE SoUTH,

S0 WE CARRIED OVR
RESTAVRANT RIGHT N
THE CAR WITH US.

STOPPING FoR GAS AND BATHROOM
BREAKS TOOK CAREFUIL PLANNINGr.
UNCLE OTiS HAD MADE THIS TRIP BEFORE, AND HE KNEW wHICH PLACES

/§ = ALoNG THE wWAY OFFERED

“COLORE D" BRTHROOMS




KENTUCKY,

THESE WERE THE STATES WE
HAD TO BE CAREFUL 1N AS WE
MADE OUR WAY NORTH.




FACED AN ADDED DANGER.
o THEIR L\CENSE PLATES MAKWNG
THEM VISIBLE TARGETS.

NEW YOR\(

W \—

To FACE WORSE .

are. the
ankee piagers
doing with a cac
Vke vhak? -
A S
)
i
)
D \ S
T2

40



1T WASN'T UNTIL WE
GOT WTO OWIO

TTHAT \ COULD FEEL
UNCLE OTIS RELAYX-—

e SO STOTE encomes end,

2



BV THE TIME WE REACHED LAKE ERIE AND
TURNED gAST TOWARD BUFFALO, | WAS ABoUT READY TO BURST WITH EKCITEMENT.




ARRWVING IN BUFFALO AFTER
SEVENTEEN WoURS OF TRAVEL
B LUAS AN OTHERWORLDLY EXPERIENCE.

WHEN WE REACHED MY UNULE O.C.s AwD
DINKS HOUSE , | COULDN'T BELIEVE 1T --




THERE, FoR THE
FIRST TIME IN MY
LIFE | RODE AN
ESCALATOR .

MY AUNT LEOLA AND AUNT
MAE CHARLES Took ME
SHOPPING DANNTOWN ONE
DAY AT A DEPARTMENT STORE
CAWED SATTLER'S.

| FoUND MY WAY T® THE CANDY CouNTER
AND IT WAS LIKE MAGIC.

| WAD NEVER
EVEN HEARD
OF SucH A THING.

| TRIED To MAKE THAT BAG
OF NEAPOLITAN CANDY
LAST FoREVER.




ANOTHER. TIME, WE WENT TO THE

OUTDOOR MARKET AND )\ WATCHED

MM AUNT LEOLA SHoP Fof A
CA\CKEN.

CITY PEOPLE DION'T RAISE
THER OWN GHCKENS. THEY
DD WHAT MY AUNT DID--

THAT AMAZED ME. IT WAS so
DIFFERENT FROM BACK HOME .

MANBE THE FACT THAT | DIBN'T

KNow THEM HAD SOMETHING TO | DO KNow THAT | EA:\(

Do WM \T. | DoN'T KNow. NG PROBLEM CLEANIN
PLATE THAT EVENING.




46

BY LATE AUGUST WHEN \T WAS
TIME To RETURN TO ALABAMA,
| WAS MORE THAN READY.

naak gou,

WHEN | FINALLY ARRWED HoME,
| WAS CR{NG BECAUSE \T

FELT S0 GooD To BE BACK.




AFTER. THAT TRIP,
HOME NEVER. FELT THE SAME,
AND NEATHER DD I

N THE FALL, | STARTED RIDING
THE BUS To SCHOOL, WHICH
SWoULD'VE BEEN FUN.

BUT 1T WAS TusT ANOTHER.

SAD REMINDER OF How DIFFERENT
OUR LWES WERE FROM THOSE

OF WHITE CHILDREN.

47



THE COUNTY DIDN'T
BOTMER PAVING ROADS INTO
D COMMUNITIES UNLESS
T WAS NECESSARY  FoR.

WHITE TRAFFIC T PASS
THROVGH.

R OUR BUS ITSELF_WAS AN OLD
HAND-ME- DowN, TuST LIKE
OUR. SCHOOLBEOKS.

| REALIZED HOw 6D I

WHEN WE FINALLY a.mlo“é‘;%
THE PAVED HIGHWAY, THE AN
ROAD RUNNING EAST FroM TROY
AND PASSED THE WHITE !
CHILDREN'S BUS

WE PASSED THEIR SCHOOLHOUSES
AS WELL, WITR NICE PLAMGROUND

EQUIPMENT OUTSIDE -~ NOTHING LIKE
OUR CLVSTER OF SMALL CINDERBLOCK
BUILDINGS WITH A DIRT FIELD ouT
BACK PR RECESS.

48



WE DROVE PAST PRISON WORK GANGS
ALMOST EVERY DAY. THE PRISONERS
WERE A
€ ALWAYS BLACK. AS WERE THE FOLKS WORKING
W THE FIELDS BEYoND THEM.

- L Y

—

YoU CoULON'T HELP
BUT NOTICE.

DESPITE EVERNTHING THAT CoNFRONTED
ME ON THE wAY To ScHooL,

| WAS IN HEAVEN ONCE |
STEPPED INSIDE 1 T.

| LoVED GoING To THE LIBRARY, IT wAS THE
FIRST TIME | EVER SAW BLACK NEWSPAPERS
AND MAGAZ\NES LikE SET, EBONY, THE
BATIMORE AFRO-AMER\CAN | 0R

THE CMICAGO DEFENDER.
AND VLU NEVER. FeRGET MY
LIBRARIAN, COREEN WARNEY.

P M DEAR. CHILDREN,
READ. READ
EVERYTHING.

49



BUT SOMETIMES GoING TO SCHOOL wAS A LUXURY
MM FAMILY  COULDN'T AFFORD. WHEN PLANTING AWD
HARVESTING SEASONS ARRWED, THE REALITY OF THOSE
FIELDS DISLACED ANM DREAMS ABoUT THE FUTURE.

I'D PLEAD WITH THEM
T LET ME Go.

(D EXPLAIN How FPR 3
BEHIND I'D FALL IF | MISSED
THOSE DAMS OF CLASSWORK.

50



AND THE DR'S WORK,
| WOULD SLIP AWAY .

| WouLD GET UP AND EAT
BREAKFAST , LIKE NORMAL.




WHEN | Could HEAR THE
APPROACHINGT BVS ,

AND BE OFF.

52



WHEN | GOT HOME , MY FATHER weulD BE FURIOUS.
| wAS_CERTAIN HE'D
G

NEVER Do

AN MM HIDE.

BUT HE_NEVER DD WHIP
ME-- NOT OVER. THAT.

I DID \T AGAN, AND
OF COURSE WE WOULD
SCOLD ME AGAIN-

BUT DEEP INSIDE | THINK HE KNEW
THERE WAS ND STOPPING ME.

ONE MAY MORNING \N_14SY,
NEAR THE END OF MY FRESHMAN
\EAR oF WIGH ScHooL, | READ

A MEADLIVE “THAT TuST TURNED
WA WORLD UPSIPE-DOWN-

THIS WAS A LIFE DECISION
\ HAD MADE, AND \T WAS

NEAR-MPOSSIBLE TO TURN
ME AWAY FRoM \T.

THE V.S, SUPREME CouRT HAD HANDED
DowN \Ts DECISION IN Tde Schoo L
DESEGREGATION CASE OF BROWN VS.

TME BOARD OF EDUCATION of ToPEKA.

A\
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THE DOCTRINE OF "SEPARATE BUT EQUAL'— UPON
WHICH THE ENTIRE INSTITUTION OF SEGREGATION
WAS BASED — HAD BEEN RULED UNCONSTITUTIONAL.

|\ WAS S0 EXCITED-- SURELY —
N

EVERNTHING WAS GoNG
To CHANGE. © | THOUGHT THAT, CoME

FALL, \'D BE RIDING A 0T EVERYBODY WAS
STATE-OF-THE-ART BUS SO EXCITED.
T A STATE-OF-THE- ART

don'k got
{ovesSle.

dont oo

n

BuT MY PARENTS' ATTITUDE DIDN'T BOTHER ME NEARLY

AS MUCH AS THoSE AMONG: THE MINISTERS AT THE CHURCH,

Who NEVER MENTIONED THESE INJUSTICES IN THEIR SERMONS.
)

1T Dip NOT ESCAPE MY
NOTICE THAT OUR. MINISTER
AwAYS DEFARTED CHoRck \N
A NERY NICE AUTOMOBILE .




= THEN, ONE SUNDAT MORNING 1 EARS
1955, \ wAS L\STeniNG To WRMA ouT
oF MONTGOMERY WHEN | HEARD A SERMON

BY SOMEONE UNKNOWN TO ME —

e \{“w\(\ C>}~\‘\e,3‘g\
29;&\“ SO K—\\w

}\““ CRNNG 3¢

M\;ﬁ X e
SR gy N
i B St

\AV \Q

\n
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DR.KING'S MESSAGE HIT ME LIKE A BOLT OF LIGKTNNG,
HE APPLIED TME PRINCIPLES OF THE CHURCH TO WHAT WAS
WAPPENING NOW, TODAY. 1T WAS CALLED THE SOCIAL GOSPEL--

-~ AND | FELT LIKE HE WAS
PREACHING DIRECTLY o ME,

| WENT To THE ScHooL LIBRARY ON MONDAY AT THE TIME, | couLD ONLY FIND ONE
To FIND oUT EVERYTHING | Could ABoLT NEWSPAPER ARTICLE. BUT 1455 WAS A
TS MAN. WATERSHED MEAR.

IN MAY, A SECOND SUPREME COURT
RUUNG N BROWN V. BOARD PROMPTED
SEGREGATIONIST ELECTED

OFFICIALS) LIKE SENATORS TAMES
EASTLAND OF MISSISSIPPI AND STROM
THURMOND oF SouTH CAROLINA, TO
SWEAR To THE DEATH THEIR CONTINVED
DEFIANCE OF THE COURT.

LINES WAD BEEN DRAWN.
BLOOD WAS BEGINNING
To seiLL.




THAT AUGUST, AN INCIDENT OCCURRED
WHICH NO ONE CouLD IGNORE.

1N MONEY, MISSISSIPPI, THE BoDY OF
2! FOURTEEN-YEAR 0D EMMETT TiLL,
: WHO WAS DOWN FROM CHCAGO
VISITING RELATIVES | wAS PULLED
FRoM THE BOTTOM OF THE
TALLAHATCHIE RWER.

THE DAY BEFORE, AS HE LEFT 7
THE MONEY COUNTRY STORE WITH //%/,
SOME FRIENDS, EMMETT SAID /7

VBNE, BABY" To THE WWTE WoMAN

BEAIND THE COUNTER.

-HE NEXT DAY, =
WE WAS DEAD.

A BLACK FARMER. NAMED MOSES WRIGHT
WITNESSED THE Two WHITE MEN DRAGGING
EMMETT TILL FROM WIS RELATIVES' HOME,
AND WAD THE COURAGE To TESTIFY
AGANST THEM IN OPEN COURT.

THE AWL-WHITE TURY FOUND THOSE TWO
WHITE DEFENDANTS NOT GUILT.

A FEW MONTHS LATER, THEN EVEN CONFESSED
To THE MURDER. IN LOOK. MAGAZINE, BUT THERE
WAS NOTHING To BE DONE — THEY HAD ALREADY BEEN TRIED.

57



ARAN O] THEN, oN DECEMBER. | 145€,
wemrinr| T T  ROSA PARKS RERUSED TO MOVE
i i o o = To THE BACK OF THE BuS.

1F v DONT MOVE |

‘u g€ Fo T

CAIL THE POUCE, AND

Tg{ WILL- ARREST
Mou .

MY FAMILY DIDN'T Know RDSA PARKS,
BUT THEY KNEW PLENTY OF WOMEN
L\KE HER. MORE THAN A FEW WWES
AND MOTMERS FROM PIKE COUNTY
DD DOMESTIC. WORK. N MONTGOMERY .

SHE WAS ARRESTED

OUR MIMISTER LIVED THERE. MOST oF MY{ TEACHERS WERE FROM

THERE. SO WHEN DR. KING , AS PRESIDENT OF THE MONTGOMERY

MPRONEMENT ASSOCIATION, LED A BOYTT OF THOSE BUSES,
3

MONTGOMERY WAS JuST FIFTY MILES DOWN THE ROAD FROM US. J]’
f
i



1 LISTENED FIRSTHAND TO ACCOUNTS
OF WHAT WAS HAPPENING,

| FolLowED 1T ALMOST
BvER{ DM, ETHER (N
THE PAPERS...

P 50 Neshoed ARE
76005 <0 B TRRTNCTRING
S TS TAME..

THE B{COTT WENT ON FoR.
MORE THAN A YEMR.

DR. KING'S EXAMPLE SHowED
ME THAT 1T WAS POSSIBLE T DO
MORE AS A MINISTER THAN WHAT
| HAD WI\TNESSED (N MY owN
CHvRCH .

| WAS INSPIRED.
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50, FIVE DAYS BERRE W SIXTEENTH BIRTADAY,
| PREACHED MY FIRST PUBLIC SERMON-




\

AFTER HEARING OF MY SERMON,
THE MONTGOMERY ADVERTISER
A, ASKED To TAKE MY PICTURE
g FOR AN ARTICLE.

TUAT WAS THE FIRST TIME
\ EVER SAW MM NAME N PrRINT.






WASHINGTON , DC — €:51 AM, JANARY 20, 2009

TAoB and ESAU...
THEY PLAY TOO MANM VIDEO
GAMES,BUT THEY wORK
HARD , THEM'RE GooD>

BOMS-— !
-
| RO 4
RGN e
X y
4 CoOME b
i v \ N i -
Y
iR, THEY'LL 8E
READY FOR. Mou
% FIVE MINVTES,
—
3 ;
2.®
\ STl
I~ |
-

M REALY VERY SoRRY,

WE'WE TAKEN UP S0 MucH T
OF YOUR TIME, WE SHOULD

I GET GOWG,

| GUESS, : y
el -~ SCHOOL .

P\ Yy |
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7' WHAT DID ou Do ?
1GH ScH
Aﬁif g G"w sl MY MOTMER WAD A PART-TIME ToB
WORKING AT THE WHITE BAPTIST
OFFERING HOME W DOWNTOWN
ROM | ALABAMA.

NES 2 NO.
WY MOTHER.

HELPED ME GO
To COLLEGE...

ONE DA AT WORK, SHE SAW A

LITTLE PAPER PUBLISHED BY THE

ALABAMA BAPTIST CONNENTION
(which wag all-white).

T MENTIONED A Scrtool 1N NASHVILLE
CALLED AMERICAN BAPTIST THEOLOGICAL
SEMINARY THAT WAS TOINTLY SuppoRTED
B THE WHITE SOUTHERN BAPTISTS AND
BLACK NATIONAL BAPTISTS.

ACCORDING To THE ARTICLE,
1T WAS A SCHooL FoR BLACK MEN AND
WOMEN TO STUDY TO BECOME MINISTERS
OR. MISSIONARIES -~ AND \T OFFERED

A WORK-STUDY PROGRAM oN CAMPUS




So | APPLIED To
GO T ScHooL THERE,

AND | GoT A ToB WASHING DISHES
AND SERVING FooD ON THE LINE.

BUT 1 GOT To KNOW AL THE
FACULTY, STUDENTS, AND NISITORS .
EVERYBODY NEEDS To EAT.

| LovED THE NEW IDEAS COULEGE
WAS \NTRODUCING ME TO, 1N
RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY -~
BUT | COLLDN'T STOP THINKING
ABOUT THE SOCIAL GOSPEL.

WERE | WAS READING ABOUT
TUSTICE, WHEN THERE WERE
BRAVE PEOPLE OUT THERE
WORKING TO MAKE IT HAPPEN.

|\ STARTED To FEEL GuixY
FoR- NOT DOING; MORE.

| BECAME RESTLESS.




| THOUGHT ABouT TROY STATE, TusT
A FEW MILES FROM MY PARENTS HOME, i
WHERE NO BLACK STUDENT WAS ALLOWED, L S eleiol |
° 9|

ONE MONTH PASSED,
EN ANOTHER. |
NEVER HEARD BACK.

3

®
°
©

FINALLY, | DECIDED o \NTRoDUCE
MYSELF To THE onLY PERSON WO
| THOVGHT COULD UNDERSTAND
WHAT | WAS TRYING To DO :

ONER THE NEXT SEVERAL WEEKS |

EXCHANGED A SERIES oF LETTERS AND

PHONE CALS wiTH REV. RALPH

ABERNATRY AND A LAWHER NAMED
FRED GRAY.

EVERYONE KNEW FRED GRAM.
HE REPRESENTED ReSA PA‘KKS,
AND WAS Now DR- KING'S

ATTORNEN.

FINALLY, GRAY AND ABERNATHY
WROTE To TELL ME THAT DR.KING
WANTED To MEET ME.




—

=

Z
=
Z ONE SATURDAY MORNING IN _3
~  THE SPRINGT oF 145§, Mw caliiil
FATHER DROVE ME To
GREYHOUND BuS STATION pe»m

=

| BOARDED A BuS, AND
TRAVELED THE FIFTY MILES
FRoM TROY TO MONTGOMERY.

'D NEVER SEEN A LAWMER BEFORE-- BLACK. OR WHITE. - " )
. 7N/
f W i L 7
3] ‘ ﬂo\( b
5 IBEPTT
4
: e
= / ahen =
= f— -
— i —
—

AND | PRESUME
YoU'RE ToMN LEWIS?

WE'RE Gang o
WAVE TO DRIE OVER
To THE cHVRcH.

NES SIR.
ATroRNEY GRAY
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T ARE You THE

ToMN LEWIS?
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WHO 1S THIS
YOUNG: MAN WHO
WANTS To DESEGREGATE
TROY STATE?

1 JUST WANT
TO MEET THE
BOY FROM TROY.

|\ WAS so

SCARED. A——

1AM Tonn
ROBERT LEW!S.

| SMD MY WHOLE NAME

! Do You REALLY
WANT TO GO TO
TROX STATE?

THEY QUESTIONED ME \ =T
ABOUT EVERYTHING--

| WANT To GO

To TROY STATE.

(F | KNEW WWAT |
wouLD REALLY FACE.




To ATTEND TRoY STATE
WE'LL HAVE TO SUE THE
STATE OF ALABAMA AND
THE BOARD of EDUCATION.

BuT IF YoU WANT
o GO, WELL HELP-—
WELL RAISE THE MONEY
Yo FILE THOSE SUITS;
AND WE'LL SUPPORT
oL AL THE WAY.

BuT You MUST

CEEP N MIND-
YouR PARENTS

Could LosE THEIR

oS, NoUR FAMWM

\oME CouLD BE BOMBED
OR BURNED.

You MAY
GET WORT—

TALL T OVER WITH

T NouR FAMILY.

n
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MY FATHER DIDN'T SR A WORD TO ME oN
THE RIDE BACK FROM THE BuS STATION, EITHER.

BUT THE NEXT MORNING THEY SAT

ME Down FoR. QUESTIONING,

ASKING ME WHAT HAD WAPPENED
THE PREVIOUS DAY.

/

.y AT FIRST THEY WANTED To BE
» N SUPPORTWE, BUT THEM WERE AFRAID.
Q } NOT S0ST FoR THEMSELVES , BUT
< FoR THOSE AROUND uS, ouR
.- FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS.

— 4 THEM SAID THEM DIDN'T WANT
ANYTHING To Do W FluNG

A SUT AGAINST THE STATE

oF ALABAMA. NOTHWNGL

NOT ONE THING.

| WAS HEARTBROKEN, BT
1T WAS TWEIR DEC\SION.




| WROTE DR. KING A LETTER. EXPLANING THAT |
WOULD BE RETURNING TO NASHVILLE N THE FALL.

LOOKING BACK , \'T MUST'VE BEEN
THE SPIR\T OF WISTORY TAKWNG
HOLD oF MY LIFE--

P 2
o P

MY EVES TO A SENSE OF
VALWES THAT WoulD FOREVER
DOMINATE MY MORAL.

PHILOSOPHY--

THE WAY oF LOVE,

.

THE WAY OF NON-VIOLENCE .

3



CONGRESSMAN LEWS,
THANK DL So MUCH FOR
TAKING THE TIME T SPEAK
WITH US ToDAY. o

Nou HAVE NO
\DEA How MUCH
TS MEANS TO

A TME !
JoU'RE WELLOME .




Rosh, THANK.
\ou FoR WATING.
How ARE Xou7 S CONGRESSMAN, BEFORE
S Nou GO, THERES A

MESSAGE HERE.

MARCH 20, 1958 .

1| WAS ATTENDING FIRST BAPTIST
CHURCH IN DOWNTOWN NASHUILLE .

A YouNG MAN wiLL

BE TowING LS THS

EVENING, \F You'RE
TERE: P.

\ou €COULD LITERALLY STAND ON
THE STEPS, THROW A BASEBALL ,
AND WIT TUE STEPS OF THE

TENNESSEE STATE CAPITOL.

HE'LL BE (ONDLCTING
A WORKSHOP 6N N ON-VIOLENCE
WERE AT FIRST BAPTIST--

HIS NAME IS
TIM LAWSON

. THE CONGREGATION, LED
Y KELN MILLER SMVTH,
WERE BLACK BAPDSTS wHoD
LEFT THE WHITE CHURCH
BECAUSE THEM HAD BEEN
FORCED To WORSHIP IN

THE BALCONY.
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| WAS ONE OF THE FIRST
VOLUNTEERS TO ATTEND.

\T WASN'T A VERM LARGE MEETING.
| WAS THE ONLY STUDENT TO GO
FROM MY WTTLE ScHool .

THERE WERE YoUNG PEOPLE LIKE
DIANE NASH FRoM FISK UNIWERSITY.
OTHERS CAME FROM MEHARRY
WEDICAL COULEGE
AND TENNESSEE
STATE.

AT THE TIME, TIM LAWSON wAS
A GRADUATE STUDENT In THE DIVINITY
ScHooL AT VANDERBILT.

HE ALSO REPRESENTED AN ORGANIZATION
CAUED THE FELLOWSHIP OF RECONCALIATION,
BETTER KNOwN AS F.0.R., A PACIFIST
GROUP COMMITTED TO THE PHILOSOPHY
AND DISCIPLINE OF NON-VIOLENCE |

\; FO.R. HAD ALSO PUBLISHED A POPULAR COMIC BOOK.
CAULED MARTIN LUTHER KING_AND THE MONTGOMERY
STORM , WHICH EXPLAINED THE BASICS OF PASSIVE
3 RESISTANCE AND NON-VIOLENT ACTION AS ToolS
% FoR. DESEGREGATION.

W

€

1 WANT TO
START WORKING WITH
NoUNG PEOPLE, WiTh

STUDENTS-- HIGH Sctool
AND COLLEGE STUDENTS,



TWA TALKED ABOUT THE MONTGOMERY
8US BONCOTT, HE SPOKE oF GIANDHI, THIS
WAR RESISTANCE LITTLE BROWN MAN FROM INDIA
ABOUT o ' USING TUE WAY OF NONNIOLENCE
ABOUT NONNIOLENCE, To FREE AN ENTIRE 7
NATION OF PEOPLE .

AND How WE CouLD APPLM NONVIOLENCE, “THE EVIL OF
RACISM,

TUST AS DR.KING DID IN MONTGOMERY,
ALL ACROSS AMERICA-- SOUTH AND NORTH--
To ERADICATE SOME OF THE EVILS
WE ALL FACED:

THE EVIL OF

PovERTY,

T\M LAWSON CONVEMED THE

URGENCY OF DEVELOPING OUR.

PHILOSOPHY, OUR. D ISCIFLINE
OUR UNDERSTANDING,

7



8

WIS WORDS LIBERATED ME.

| THOVGHT, THIS IS IT...

THIS 1S THE WAY OLT.



| TOLD MY CLASSMATES .

| TOLD TWo OF My
CLOSEST FRIENDS,
BERNARD LAFNETTE
AND TAMES BEVEL.

Il 1 b pvervoNe |
THAT THE{ StioulD CoME.
THIS WORKSHOP.

A Few DAMS LATER WE HAD
ANGTHER. NON-VIOLENCE
WORKSHOP, THIS TIME W\ TH
MINISTERS AND STUDENTS

FROM A NUMBER OF DIFFERENT
Scriools NENRBY.

D LAFAHETTE WAS
BERNAETWE FIsT PEOPLE

O
To ATTEND WiITH ME.
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ek are you
doing Siteq e,

aigec

IN TIME, EVERYONE PLAYS THE
ROLES OF PROTESTERS, THE
INSTIGATORS , AND THE RESISTANCE,

Wiy a7 You

N it
E Neers?

S
THERE MA{ BE A BLACK
PERSON PLAMING THE RoLE
oF A WHITE PERSON, OR.

TEST OURSELVES,

WE EACH TRIED TO Do EVERYTHING WE COULD T B <
= . To BREAK EACH OTHERS SPIRITS .




SOMETIMES | COULDN'T HELP BUT SMILE--
eveN

H-- WHEN SOMEONE PLAYED Suc
AN UNNATURAL ROLE.

i don't Hhink
} can do it

BUT SOMETIMES IT WAS ONE OF YOUR.
FRIENDS CALLING YOU NAMES, KNOWKING
You DowN, SPITTING oN You.

You okas
:‘Aﬂf\ﬂ‘s’?

maybe i can brin

;.3:;‘, or make +Qem_
mayoe | can dave
pebple 1o the site.

yokeit. i CAN'T
be. conviolent.

FoR. SoMg, 1T WAS TOO MUCH.

BUT WE NEEDED T SEE How EACH OF LS
WOULD REACT UNDER. STRESS.




LAWSOR TAUGHT LS How TO PROTECT OURSELNES,

How TO DISARM OUR. ATTACKERS
21 CONNECTING W\TH THEIR.
HUMANITY,

MANTAIN
ENE CONTACT,
1

TJouN

W

Wow To PROTECT
EACH OTHER,,

How To SURVIVE.

@UT THE HARDEST PART TO LEARN-—
To TRULY UNDERSTAND, OEEP W
YOUR. HEART-- —

WAS How To FIND LOVE FOR YouR ATTACKER.

0o NOT LET THEM
SHAKE YOUR FATH
N NONVIOLENCE ==

LOVE THEM!
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WE TOOoK A NAME-- THE NASHVILLE
STUDENT MOVEMENT. BECAUSE OF ouR
DISTRUST OF CENTRAUZED Pou|

WE INSISTED ON A ROTATIN
LEADERSHIP.

AND WE WERE
ReMY To ACT.

SEQEEGAT\ON l\"\' THE POWNTOWN STORES BOTHERED US THE MOST.

WE COULD SHOP THERE AND PAY THE
. (\‘i SAME PRICES AS WHITE CUSTOMERS,
BUT WE COULDN'T USE THE

€) DRESSING ROOMS, OR. SIT AT THE

LUNCH CoUNTER- To EAT.

1T WAS HUMILIATING.

$0 WE DECIDED THE DEPARTMENT sfoze LUNCH COUNTERS
WouLD BE OUR. FIRST TARGE
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NONEMBER. 2%, 1454,

N

WE STARTED w\TH "TEST SIT-\ns" ).
To TEST THE LOCAL SToRES' POLICIES,
ESTABLSHING THAT THEM woulD NOT
SERVE AN INTERRACIAL OR

ALL-BLACK. CrROUP:

———

OUR PLAN WAS SIMPLE.
ENTER A STORE, Ask To BE
SERNED, AND 1F-- 0R WHEN]--
WE WERE REFUSED WE
WoULP LEANE.

| we were ALL
NERNOVS.

WE EACH PURCHASED SOMETHING,
ESTABUSHING US AS LEGITIMATE
PAING CUSTOMERS  AND THEN

SAT DoWN AT THE LUNCH CouNTER
For A BITE To EAT.

o

i




. PART of OUR DICIPLINE WAS THAT
N ONLI _ONE PERSON SROKE FoR THE
THIS DAY,

Sy of
GROUP N AN ACTION. ON
WE DESIGNATED DIANE
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¥s shore polic

o sl !

colored people
here.

o, i'm Socry .

WHAT ABoUT THE Hheyre with o,
so we cant seve

WAVTE SWDENTS? CAN i
MRl Be SERVED? ther. /
/ ™Y 3

NO HARSH WORDS
NO VIOLENCE.

NO ONE EVEN PAID pucH
| ATTENTION AS WE LEFT.

WHEN NEWS OF THIS STUDENT- LED CAMP,

AGN
SPREAD, WORDS OF ENCOVRAGEMENT AND SUPPORT
FLOWED In FROM AROUND THE CoLNTRY

WE DECIDED To STAGE
ouR SECoND TEST SIT-IN

THE FOLLOWING SATURDAN,
DECEMBER 5™
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THIS TIME, | THINY THEY
WERE EXPECTING LS.

SERVE COLORED
PEOPLE HERE.

MAY | SPEAK
To THE MANAGER,
PLEASE?

VI SeRRY, ITS
SToRE PoLiCY NOT
T SERVE NEGROES.

AND S0 AGAN,
WE LEFT WITHOUT 4
INCIPENT. 3

N TANUARY , FOLLOWING THE WINTER.
BREAK FROM SCHOOL, OUR WEEKLY
WORKSHOP NUMBERS SWELLED. Ll
WE WERE CLOSE TO READY , THOUGH
NO SPECIFIC. DATE HAD {ET BEEN

SET FOR OUR FIRST SIT-\N

Ao FATE -- OR THE SPIRIT OF WISTRRY--
WOULD HAE |T, SOMEONE ELSE
MADE THE MOVE FOR. LS.

ON MONDAY | FEBRUARY |, 1910 1N

GREENSBORD, NORTH CAROLINA, FOUR

FRESHMEN FROM NORTH CAROLINA AT

ToOK. SEATS AT THE DOWNTOWN

OOLWORTH'S LUNCH COUNTER. ONE OF THEM WAD READ THE
F.O.R. Comic ABoUT DR. KNG
AND MONTGOMERY , wiicH
GOT THEM TALKING ABOUT
NONNIOLENT AcTioN.

n sorey, wut
TS AGMNST SORE
ouct T SeRVE

87



THE NEXT DAY, NWNETEEN STUDENTS--
BLACK. AND WHITE -~ RAD TOINED THE
ORGINAL FOUR. AT WOOLWORTH'S.

€4 WEDNESDAY, THE NUMBER SWELLED
TO 85, AND SIMILAR SIT-n S HAD
FoRMED 1N RALEVGH AND DURMAM. =

A NOUNG NORTH CARGLINA MINISTER,

DOUGLAS MOORE, wAS A FRIEND

OF TIM LAWSON AND CALLED TOo
ENCOURAGE US.

+heyve been
prepariag.- Hhat’s riqht. weve
PRI Tl TG, thegre

neacly ceady.

S Ny (!
e ==
ON FEBRUARY %, ONE WEEK ’
AFTER THE GREENSBORO SIT-INS,

WE BEGAN OURS. v




WASHINGTON, DC -~ 2:57 AM
TANUARY 20, 2009 .

oA, \WE GOT

To Go.DO <
S
gl et \T whS NINETEEN
y DEGREES ON OUR CAR'S - 3
THERMOMETER, AND | HAVE GLOVES. ..
AND | THINK L

\T's NOT EVEN SupPoSED
o GET ABOVE FREEZNG
ToOM .

HAVE A HAT
SOMEWHERE
“Too.

DO Nou HAVE
A SchRF?
GLoVES?

| THINK WERE
AU SET. BOB, ARE
\ov GOING To BE
WARM ENOUGHH 7

©0 You HAVE A
SCARE? MAHBE A

DIFFERENT HAT 7
D

[ll""'"“““

1
It

| CAVT TAKE
THE OUNG MAN'S
SCARF. WHATs HE
GoING TO WEAR 7

89
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\ SERIOUSLY,
'™ Gong T\ | !
BE \NSIDE. o

| WON'T NEED
| SR {

1T, S

OKA, 'M GOING TO WEAR
TE SCARF--AwD | APPRECIATE
1T-- BT You AW REALLY
DON'T HAVE TO GO TO
ALL THIS TROUBLE,

THERE WAS A HALE
FooT oF snows oN THE
GROUND I NASHVILLE THE
DA WE FIRST SATING
AND | SURVIVED
THAT...







g w ] - ,
i “ i
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WE SAT IN THAT EERIE
QUIET FOR SEVERAL HOURS.

FINE, TotN .
A LITTLE HARD TO
READ IN THE DARK , BUT
WE'RE GETT ING ENOVGH
THRoUGH THE WINDOWS
To MAKE DO.

what ace yall
even doing hese

Lot
NI Velong!
I ot

BUT AFTER A wiliLE, THEY
WORE THEMSELVES OUT
AND LEFT.




BhYT\S‘( CHURCH,
NEW YEAR'S EVE

THAT WAITRESS WAS

S0 SCARED, S0 NERVOUS,

SWE DIPW'T Know WHAT

o Do! HER HANDS WERE

SHAKING AND SHE STARTED

DROPPING DISHES RIGHT
€ FLOCR.

BELL E\’E T
DIANE !

r

N\GRAS,
WGRAS

E\\EKX‘N\\GK
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OUR NUMBERS SWELLED TO oNER
200 STUDENTS FOR. OUR. NEXT
St ON THWRSDAY , FEBRUARY 1874,

AGAN, THE COUNTER WAS CLOSED.

THAT AFTERNOON , WE STAYED FoR
HOURS WITHOUT INCIDENT

EOPLE WERE STARTING
 To NOTICE.



THAT NIGHT, TIM LAWSON ASKED TO = “THE STORE OWNERS
MEET WITH THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE . Y/ ARE ASKING PoR A
MORATORIUM ON
THE SIT-INS--

B4 THE END OF THE WEEK , WE WAD HEARD NOTHING.
SO WE DECIDED THAT SATURDAY WE WOULD SIT-IN AGAMN.

——2

OUR NUMBERS WERE MULTIPLVING SO FAST THAT
HUNDREDS OF VOLUNTEERS HAD NOT YET BEEN
TRANED 1N THE WAY oF NONVIOLENCE, SO | WROTE

UP A BASIC LIST OF “DO's AND DON'T’s* To BE
DISTRIBUTED.




ON THE MORNING OF FEBRUARY 271*,1960,
WE GATHERED TO HEAR. WILL CAMPBELL , A
WHITE MINISTER WHO'D BEEN RUN ouT oF
ORFORD, MIss1551 PP, FOR. PLAYING
PING-PONG WITH A BLACK MANS

THE DAY BEFORE, WE'D GOTTEN WORD
FROM NASHUILLE'S CHIEF OF POUCE THAT
ANNONE INVOLNED \N FURTHER.
PROTESTS WOULD BE ARRESTED.

THERE WERE ALSO RUMORS OF PLANNED ATTACKS
BY YOUNG WHITES, WHICH THE POUCE DID NOT

SO ON THIS PARTICULAR MORNING, WILL CAMPBELL
RAM> COME To TELL US WHAT HE HAD HEARD FROM
IS CONTACTS IN THE WHITE COMMUNITY,

IF You ATTEMPT TO
SIT-WN | THE BUSINESS
COMMUN ITY, THE LOCAL
OFFICIALS , Anp THE
AUTHORITIES WiLL
ALL PULL BACK--

TEY WiLL LET PoLIcE
AND... THE ROUGH ELEMENT
W THE WHITE COMMUNITY
COME INTO THE STORES
AND BENT You.

DECISION.

WE KNEW WE CoulPN'T LET THE
THREAT OF VIOLENCE SToP us.

WE WERE GOING To S\T-IN .



W P
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NO SCONER. DID WE TAKE ouR SEATS AT THE
5 UPSTAIRS COUNTER THAN SoME YOUNG MEN
BEGAN ATTACKING THE GROUP DOWNSTAIRS.

>

A1
I’ T
b 4

_‘m i

=
=l
I

E
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VIOLENCE DoES
REGET VIOLENCE,




FURN SPENDS [TSELF PRETT Quickyy \.\

? \A\ﬂ\hj \T\—\ERF'J‘ NO FURY F\NG LJ/—U/ N
ST il
I ; ! L

THE BEATING SUBSIDED.

THE GRowp AT KRESS'S
FACED HWUMILIATION.

AT MECLELLAN'S, PAUL LAPRAD DREW
R BEING WHITE,

THE POLICE, Conspicuously ABSENT WHILE
WE WERE BEATEN, ARRINED QUICKLY AFTER
THE MOB WORE THEMSELVES OULT.

| Y00 DO NOT MOVE_
FROM MOUR. SENTS A‘fm -
| EAVE. -Ws ESTABLISHMENT,
oUW\ BE TLACED
LNDER. ARREST.



| WhS NOT AFRAID.




WE WANTED To CHANGE AMER\CA-- TO MAKE IT SOME THING D\Fm METHING BETTER

TMERE WERE SO MANY OF US TO ARREST
THAT AS TMEY DROVE VS OFF To TAWL,

(i,
|

WE FILLED EVERY PADDY WAGON

THE POLICE HAD IN NASHVILLE.
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SURROUNDED BY 50 MANY oF ouR FRIENDS
WE FELT LIKE PRISONERS IN A HOLY WAR.

WE WERE JLBWANT %
AS WE FILED THE

TAIL CEWLS.

BACK AT THE LUNCH COUNTERS , POLICE CoulD
HARDLY KEEP UP WITH THE WAVES 0F STUDENTS
QUIKLY FILLING THE EMPTY SEATS. NO SOONER
WOULD ONE GROUP BE ARRESTED THAN .
ANCTHER. WOULD TAKE ITS PLACE. =

1



WE WEREN'T ABUT TO CCOPERATE
(N ANY WAY WITH THE SMSTEM
ALLOWING THE VERY DISCRIMINATION
WE WERE PROTESTING.

BUT |T DIDN'T MATTER. -

THE PoLICE WANTED NOTHING MORE THAN TO
BE RID OF S, SO THEY REDUCED THE BAIL
FROM $\00 TO $5 APIECE.

w0\
Y Nercone
SOMEORY

IT DIDN'T TAKE NASH ILLE'S
POWERS -THAT-BE LONGE TO REALZE
T wAS \MPoSSIBLE T0 FORCE US
To PAY R wAY ouT.
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DR. WRIGHT WAS THE FIRST BLACK.
COLLEGE PRESIDENT IN THE COUNTRY
To TAKE SucH A STAND.

UNIVERSITY PRESIDENT
STEPHEN 3. WRIGHT ADDRESSED
MORE THAN 4,000 STUDENTS
TAMMED \NTD THE UNWERSITY

I THAT SUNDAY_MORNING, FISK.
D! DR .

o THE STUDENTS

W

¢

THE NEXT DAY
WE ALL WENT TO COURT.

Z. ALEXANDER LOOBY, AN OLDER.
AN FROM THE WEST INDIES, WAS
OUR LEAD ATTORNET, AND THE,
FIRST BLACK MAN ON NASKVILLES
CITY couNaL 1 FORTY YEARS.
TUREE AMAZING uv;éa.s HE HAD ALSO WORKED wiTH
CAME To oUR. DEFERSE, THURGOGD MARSHALL .
REFUS NG To CHARGE
EVEN A DIME.




FIRST OFF, Y'ALL SHOULD
¥NOW WE'RE GONNA BE
TRUING THE DEFENDANTS
N GROUPS of HALE A

| MUST MAKE A
FORMAL MOTION THAT THE
DEFENDANTS BE TRIED
\NDWIDUALLY. THEN DO

HAVE A R\GHT TO A
FAIR TRIAL.

MoTION
DEMIED-

THESE YOG PEDPLE

WERE NOT DISTURBING THE

PEACE-— FAR FROMT.

orTH THE LAW, WHo WERE

\
ReAEED AND BEATEN.

ob, what's
e use!
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o

PRACTICES THAT WAVE Been

PERFORMED IN THE ARREST AND
COMNICTION OF THE

WE FEEL THAT BY PAYING NSy
u

7 TN, W
N %\x\L\{ \i‘g R




WHEN THE CITY FOLLOWED THROUGH WITH 1TS
WORKHOUSE ROUTINE, IT PROMPTED OUTRAGE FROM
ALL OVER THE COUNTRM . TELEGRAMS OF SUPPORT AT THE SAME TIME,
ARRINED FROM RALPH BUNCHE, ELEANOR ROOSENELT, MDREEﬁ;; ND E
Youw!
AND HAEK‘( BELAFDNTE SITINS CONTINVED,

MUCH LIKE NASHVILLE \TSELF, MAYOR BEN WEST

WAD A RELATWELY PROGRESSNE REPUTATION ON

RACE. IT DID NOT, HowBNER , NECESSARILY MEAN

HE WAS WILLING To RISK His JoB AND ’
REPUTATION TO HELP.

BUT on WARCH 34, MAYOR,
WEST ORDERED OUR. RELEASE.

WE LEFT TAIL WITH A SENSE oF TRIUMPH, AND

WEST ALSO FORMED A BIRACIAL COMMITTEE TO

STUDY SEGREGATION (N THE CTY. (N RETURN,

HE ASKED US To TEMPORARILY WALT OUR. SIT- INS — |
WHILE THE COMMITTEE WoRKED, AND WE AGREED:

IR
LTI E

LT \fr
NG

TONNWEE 1uaT saME DAY, THE CHANCELLOR AND
TRUSTEES OF VANDERBLT UMUERSITY ORDERED
TWE DEAN OF THE DIVINITY ScHooL To
DISMISS TIM LAWSON.

CuT OFF THE HEAD,
TuE THINKING WENT,
AND THE BODY WOULD FALL.
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BUT For. VANDERBILT, THINGS DIDN'T /
WORK OUT AS PLANNED, INSTEAD, DOZENS OF FACULTY AND STATF THREATENED TO
RESIGN IN PROTEST, MAKING NATIONAL HEADLINES,

BY THE END OF THE MONTH WE DECIDED WE'D WAITED LONG
ENOUGH, SO ON FRIDAY THE 25% MoRE THAN A HUNDRED of
US MARCHED FROM FIRST BAPTIST CMURCH To NINE DOWNTOWN STORES.

THERE WERE NO ARRESTS THAT DAY, BUT AFTER
TENNESSEE GOVERNOR. BUFORD ELLINGTON SAW
FOOTAGE OF THE DAY'S PROTEST ON THE NATIONAL
NEWS, HE WAS IRATE.

TUESE SVT-NS Are
INSTIGATED BY, AND STRGED
FoR THE CONVENIENCE
OF, THE COLUMBIA

BROMOCAST SYSTEM.

GQUIETLY -~ ALMOST |NVISIBLY - WITHIN THE LOCAL
CHURCHES, A BLACK CoMMUNITY BOYCOTT oF ALL
DOWNTOWN  STORES BEGAN-- WHAT SOME PEOPLE
CALLED A “SELECTVE BUXING CAMPAIGN."

\WOULD EVERYONE (N THE

CoNGREGATION Who HAS NOT

SpENT AN MONEY DOUWNTOWN p /

PLEASE STAND? 7 SN
\ I



SIR, YOURE THE OWNER.
OF THIS ESTABLISHMENT,

HALLELUTAW!

AN Nou TEW VS
WHAT BUSINESS HAS
BEEN LKET

ON APRIL %\ THOSE EMPTY STREETS

BROUGHT An OFFER. FROM THE MAYOR S

COMMITIEE. \T PROPOSED A SHSTEM
oF “PARTIAL INTEGRATION"--

~ WHICH WAS THE SAME To US
. AS PARTIAL SEGREGATION.

BUT (T WAS SUPPORTED BY TWO BLACK
COMMITTEE MEMBERS - F1SK PRESIDENT WRIGHT,

v T

AP T5.U, PRESIDENT W.S. DAVLS. TS FELT
LIKE BETRAMAL, AND WAS MORE EVIDENCE |
OF TVE DIFFERENCES BETWEEN OUR GENERATIONS.
Rl
‘ il
N s (!
7
<

A (1 T 2
B > NED A,m,.,lwﬂ i

THURGOOD MARSHALL WAS A
Goo® MAN, BUT LISTENING TO
HIM SPEAIC CONNINCED ME,
MORE THAN EVER, THAT oUR
RENOLTY WAS AS MUCH AGMNST
TWE TRADITIONAL BLACK

ONCE You'VE BEEN LEADERSHIP STRUCTURE AS \T
ARRESTED, \oU'VE oAS AGRNST SEGREGATION
MADE NouR. PONT. AND  DISCRIMINATION .

\F SOMEONE
OFFERS TO GET
Now 0T, MAN--

WE SAUW THAT EVIDENCE THE NEXT TIME
THURGOOD MARSHALL SPOKE AT FiSK.

GET OuT!




FNE DAYS AFTER. MARSHALL
OKE ,WE RESUMED THE

THE NEXT WEEKEND --EASTER--A CONFERENCE
ORGAMIZED BY EWA BAKER OF SCLC* WAS
MELD AT SHAW UNWERSITY (N RALEIGH.

BAKER ASKED T\M LAMWSON wHoSE MESSAGE
APPEALED To THE YOUNG PEOPLE LISTENING,
To GINE THE KENNOTE SPEECH.

THE NAACP** Is
TOO CONSERNATWNE--

WE MUST TAP INTO OUR
GREATEST RESOURCE, A PEOPLE
NO LONGER. THE VICTIMS OF RACIAL
EViL, WO CAN ACT IN A DISCILINED
MANNER. To \MPLEMENT
THE CONSTITUTION.

THE WEEKEND CLOSED WITH THE
CREATION OF A STUDENT-RUN
GROUP THAT WOULD CLORDINATE
AND ORGANIZE THE ENTIRE
SIT-IN. MONEMENT,

AND WHATEVER. LAY BEYOND.

)
THAT ORGANIZATION BECAME KNOWN AS THE
STUDENT NONVIOLENT COORDINATING COMMITTEE
0% SNCC -~ WHICH WE PRONGUNCED
SIMPLY AS VSNICK!.

KSOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEAVERSWIP CONFERENCE
4ok NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FoR THE ADVANCEMENT

'oF COLORED PEOPLE



OKAY{, IM GOING Now.

ANDREW WILL TAKE YOU

o THE GIATHERING PoINT

BEFORE GOING TO MouR
SEATS.

Nou HAVE
EVER{TWING?

§/ WELL BE FINE.
Nou STAY WARM

LET THE SPIR\T
OF WISTORM BE
©OuR. GUIDE .
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| WAS oN MY WAY OUT THE
DOoR. To oUR 1130 AM. NASHVILE
STUDENT MOVEMENT CENTRAL
COMMITTEE MEETING WHEN

“THE PHONE RANG.
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BERNARDY
WEVE GOTTA
Go--

ROMBED THE
LoOBYS vouse!

7L

wal\, AT 5:30 AM.,
SOMEONE THREW DYNAMITE
AT THE LOOBYS' HOUSE FRoM
A PASSING CAR--—

| THINK SO.
1T LookS LIKE,
MIRACLLOVSLY
NO ONE WAS
INTURED.

/o
\F WERE TO
MAKE OURSELVES
HEARD, WE MUST
PRAMATIZE THE SITU-
/ ATION, AND WE HAVE
/ 10 STAND TOGETHER.

OUR. 0N GONERNMENT
CANNOT Ao
TWS VIOLENCE.

THE BLAST ToRE

off THE FRONT oF

THE HOUSE, AND PECPLE

ARE SAYING [T SHATTERED

inDowS A BLock.
AWAY

WHAT ABOYT
THE LooBYs 7 \
2] WEVE GoT TO
AMRE THEY OKAY 2 DO SOMETHING y
we kave

o wacchh.

LETS GET THE WORD -
OuT To OLR PEORLE AND

SEND A TELEGRAM TO
MAYOR. WEST--

LET HiM KNOW
WERE ON OUR WAY
To SEE H

116



B W0ON, THOUSANDS OF PEOPLE
WAD GATHERED AT TENNESSEE STATE

D MARCH ON CITY WAL




WE ARE OUTRAGED
AT TRIS BOMBING! How CAN

Nou ALLOW TWS ‘SorT oF &
BERAVIOR IN NASHVILLE?!
\T's A MIRACLE

NO ONE WAS KILLED!

MR, NIVIAN,
LET ME SAY--

b <
= AR
= Yo DESTROY s c{f\‘,

2o leb's not have awy mobs.

| wil do EVERYTHING ' can
io enfirce the laws

without prejodice -~ " bt | have
NO powes +o

- "ﬁ 1 ’ force. restauant
owv\els| Yo serve

e
P;:ﬁ» want Fo,

WE ARE ALL CHRISTIANS
TOGETHER.- - SO LET US
PRAY TOGETHER.

vow ABOLT
ENTING
ToGETYER?!

PRESTIGE OF (R OFFICE
<o APPEAL To THE CITIZENS
To STOP RACIAL
DISCRAMINATION 7

| APPEAL To ALL
CTIZENS To END
DISCRIMINATION . TO
HAVE NO B\GOTRY,

NO BIAS,

NO HATRED.




00 You MEAN

THAT TO (NCLUDE
LunCH COUNTERST

LTTLE LADY, |
STOPPED SEGREGATION

SEVEN YEARS AGO AT THE

ARPORT WHEN | FIRST TOOK

OFFICE, AND THERE HAS BEEN
NO TROUBLE THERE SINCE.

THEN, MAYOR- -
Do You RECOMMEND
THAT THE LUNCH COUNTERS

BE DESEGREGATED?
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THE NEXT EVENING, DR. KNG
ARRINED TO SPEAK--

SW% DOWNTOWN WASHVILLE STORES SERNED

FeoD TO BLACK CUSTOMERS FoR. THE
FIRST TIME IN THE QTY'S WISTORM.

—-1 CAME To NASHVILLE
NOT To BRING INSPIRATION,
BuT To GAIN INSPIRATION
FROM THE GREAT MOVEMENT

THAT HAS TAKEN PLACE

1N THIS COMMUNITY.

LET uS NoT
DESPAIR.
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