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3' Many specialists see the origins of TPR in the Gouin Series as well as palmer,s ideas (EnglishThrough Actions)' what are their common features? rJflhat are the benefits orliotirrg language use roactrons and acting things our as you perform the activity?
4' \flhat do you think about-the use ofbackground music in suggestopedia? vould it disturb you or

[]tl#ffHcentrate? 
would vou be irrltated Lf trre crroice oi,nu.i. if it were different from your

5' List the most important features of the four arternatrve methods using the grid below.

the key to language

the role of the learner

the role ofthe teacher

teaching props

special techniques

other ideas

Community
Language
Learning

lN/mh. A Smorgasbord of Ideas for

Methods in Language Tbaching

Further reading

Bowen, D', H' Madsen, and A. Hilferty, rggs. TES,L. Tbchniques and proced,ures. cambridge,Mass.: Newbury House.
Oller, J. \(1, and p A. Richard-Amato (eds.), l9g3'. Methoits that

Language Teachers. Boston: Heinle.
Richards, J. C., and T. S. Rodgers, 19g6. Approaches and

Cambridge: Cambridge Universitv press.

4.4. Focus on the learner

Focus on the Learner is the titre of an influenrial vorume, edited by oiler andRichards in 1973, which epitomizes .posr-merhods, 
rrends. T.he subtitre of thevolume: Pragmatic perspectives 

for the Language Teacheraccuratery reflects the pre_dominant orientation in which the mairifocus of interest no iorrg., rests on theteaching aspect' but on the ranguage rearners, their capacities, attitudes, strategies,and needs' Above ail, 
^students both young and ord have heads, says stern(1973:26). This resurts from a much more critical, self-confident arrirude of the

ially linguisrics, in view of the fact that
arded as a discipline in its own right, i.e.
), governed by its own research priorities.
tion to the volume:
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4'5' Individuar factors in foreign ranguage fearning
The learner is now cons
process and largely in ch
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fr;;;;"J": I11ttive and become aware of the
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we may or may not reach, and environment, especially differential practice. The
role of intelligence in foreign language learning is incieasingly recognized nowa-
days in view ofthe perception oflanguage learning and use a, strategic behaviour.

4.6. lndividualizing foreign language instruction

This maior educational movement in the United States in the early seventies
(Altman, ed.,1972; Disick, 1975) offered an alternative to the idea of a universal
or monolithic teaching method. The main point of individualized foreign insrruc-
tion is to systematically take into account individual differences in language
learning, i.e. to deliberately adjust teaching to learner characteristics. Disick
(1975:5) defines individualized instruction as 'an approach to teaching and learn-
ing that offers choices in four areas: objectives of learning, rate of learning
method (or style) of learning, and content of learning', or r.o-bination of two or
more of these. It recognizes the students' unique talents, interests, and limitations.
As a result of these choices, foreign language programmes promote self-study,
flexible pace of work and choices in the .ont.ni oflearning. The studenrs move
freely about the room and the school, they work in flexible formats, such as on
their own, in pairs or groups and with the entire class. Emphasis is placed on the
personalized contacts of the teacher and the learners to provide tailor-made
instruction suitable to individual inrerests and requir.-.rrtr. Disick (1975)
describes one of the purposes behind individualized instruction as huma nizing
and personalizing classroom relationships, in which he recognizes the importanci
of humanistic psychology, especially the influence of carl Rogers and his view
that an educated man is the person who has learned how to learn, the man who
has learned how to adapt and change. The most important effect of education is
not the body of knowledge but the skills and problem solving abilities. The
assumption that what is taught is in fact learned is far from being true. Several
beliefs lie at the bortom of the philosophy of individualized instrucrion:
+ belief in the need to humanize mass insmucnon,
* belief in the rights of learners to communicate their own ideas,
+ beliefin the need to learn how to learn,
,:, belief in the need for self-discovery and self-actualizarion,
* belief in the value of foreign language learning, which promotes new under-

standing and new insights.
Attributes of individualized instruction include learning packets creared by the
teacher with assorted supplementary materials for learning the foreign lanjuage
and culture, independent study sessions, elective assignments, and a choice of
course content. Testing and evaluation strategies as well as plentiful individuali-
zed feedback and correction procedures are also especially adlusted to the indi-
vidualized programmes.

Chastain (I976) links individualized instrucrion with the need ro cater ro
low-achieving students in the American educational system. In his view, the main
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such current developments as Iearnewhat I call the p.in.ipr" oiffi;rrti 
autonomy and learner-centredness as well astg teaching to the language learner.

4'7 ' The beginnings of second Language Acquisition Research
I;1 :i,xT::i 

anlcle Interransuqse from 1e72,La'v Serinker srares the mosr imp.r_i, of int.r"riio"u sition Research for tt 
" a..J"r^,"1"_i]r,
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