Written fluency - Autumn semester 2004
Handout 5 - Tuesday, 9 November 2004
The language of newspapers/journalism. Headlines. Newspaper articles.

Task 1:

a) Read the following news headlines. How much information is contained in them? Which of
these headlines (from articles dealing with the same issue) belong to news stories, which of
them to feature articles and which ones to editorials/opinions? Why?

Top Palestinian officials to visit Arafat in France (AFP/Yahoo! News, Nov 7, 2004)

Footprints in the Sand (The New York Times, Nov 7, 2004)

The Arafat Enigma (The Washington Post, Nov 7, 2004)

Rifts Among Palestinians Grow as Power Struggle Looms (The Washington Post, Nov 7, 2004)
Truth of Arafat’s condition is unclear (The Chicago Tribune, Nov 7, 2004)

Beyond Arafat (The Washington Post, Nov 7, 2004)

Arafat on His Deathbed — Or Not (The Washington Post, Nov 7, 2004)

b) Try to translate the following newspaper headlines into English.
Prvni Nobelova cena za vyzkum ¢ichu (Lidové noviny, Oct 5, 2004)

V kauze CS Fondu piibyvaji potize (Lidové noviny, Oct 5, 2004)

Plyn ohrozoval lidi v centru Brna (Rovnost, Nov 8, 2004)

ODS ovladla senatni volby (Rovnost, Nov 8, 2004)

Vlna nasilnosti zabila 50 Iracani (The Los Angeles Times, Nov 7, 2004)

Irak uzavrel letisté a zavedl zakaz vychazeni ve Falludze a Ramadiji (AFP, Nov 7, 2004)
Premiér Allavi vyhlasil ve Fallidze zakaz vychazeni (Reuters, Nov 8, 2004)

Rozhadani Iracané se snazi vytvoftit volebni koalici (The New York Times, Nov 7, 2004)
Chybéjici protiletecké strely znepokojuji spojence (The Washington Post, Nov 7, 2004)

¢) Compare the above headlines with the following ones (and topics of the articles) appearing in a
magazine (The Economist, November 9" —15" 2002). What are their typical features?

After the earthquake (the Turkish election)

On his high horse (a special report — on George Bush's progress)
Nailing him down (The trial of Slobodan Milosevic)

Progress amid chaos? (Russia’s military reforms)

Hard on ladies of the night (the French government’s crack down on prostitution)
Where did it all go wrong? (the Conservative Party)

Bidding for blood money (Iraq’s amnesty and auction houses)
On a long campaign trail (Israeli politics)

Mission accomplished (US mid-term elections)

More order and less law (Colombia’s conflicts)

End of an affair? (Latin America and the United States)

Behind closed door (China’s change of leadership)

Bicycling Tigers (Sri Lanka’s conflict)

The long shadow of Big Blue (Microsoft/IBM — anti-trust cases)



Task 2:
Here is the beginning of a news story. Read it and try to continue, adhering to the newspaper
style.

Arafat’s Wife Lashes Out at Officials
By LARA SUKHTIAN, Associated Press Writer

CLAMART, France - Yasser Arafat's wife on Monday accused his top lieutenants of seeking to grab control from her
ailing husband, nearly torpedoing a visit by three top Palestinian officials in the first sign of an open power

struggle while Arafat clings to life.

In a screaming telephone call from Arafat's hospital bedside, Suha Arafat told Al-Jazeera television that Arafat's

aides were conspiring to usurp her husband's four-decade-long role as Palestinian leader.

"Let it be known to the honest Palestinian people that a bunch of those who want to inherit are coming to Paris,

she shouted in Arabic in her first public comments since Arafat left his West Bank compound for France.

"| tell you they are trying to bury Abu Ammar alive," she continued, using Arafat's nom de guerre. "He is all right

and he is going home."

In response, Prime Minister Anmed Qureia, Foreign Minister Nabil Shaath and Mahmoud Abbas, the former prime
minister and deputy chairman of Arafat's Palestine Liberation Organization, briefly canceled a planned trip to Paris

on Monday to consult with Arafat's doctors and French officials. Shaath later said the trip was back on.

A senior aide to Arafat, Tayeb Abdel Rahim, originally said the three were angry with Arafat's wife and didn't want

to travel to Paris.

"What came from Suha doesn't represent our people," he said. "If the president were to hear that, he would reject
it completely." He said Mrs. Arafat "wanted to destroy the Palestinian leadership's decision and to be the lone

decision-maker."

Mrs. Arafat said she was calling from Arafat's bedside at the French military hospital, where the 75-year-old
leader has been in intensive care since Wednesday.

Palestinsti predstavitelé prohlasili, Ze Arafat chce byt pohiben v Jeruzalémé, avSak Izrael tento
pozadavek zamitl. Izraelska oficidlni mista v Jeruzalémé v nedéli oznamila, Ze jsou dokonceny
pripravy na pohibeni Arafata v pasmu Gazy.

Podle palestinskych predstaviteli také v nedéli Palestinska rada narodni bezpe¢nosti, do¢asné
vedena Kurajou, schvalila jeho plan vnitini bezpecnosti. Zadné podrobnosti nebyly k dispozici.

Kuraja jiz nouzové pievzal nékteré finanéni a administrativni pravomoci, jimiZ by normalné
disponoval Arafat. Abbas, jenZ je povazovan za pravdépodobnéjSiho naslednika, ve snaze
dosahnout jednoty piedsedal za Arafatovy neucasti sérii schiizek vykonného vyboru OOP.



Task 3:
Notice the similarities and differences between the English and Czech news reporting.

Arafat se stava pro Pafiz pritézi

PARIZ (AP) - Setrvavani palestinského viidce Jasira Arafata ve francouzské vojenské nemocnici se
o vikendu stalo predmétem intenzivnich zakulisnich jednani na mezinarodni Grovni i bojli o kontrolu
jeho nejbliz&iho okoli. Podle né&kterych zdroju je priinou rostoucino napéti skute¢nost, Ze Arafat je jiz
tii dny fakticky mrtvy, a palestinské vedeni z politickych divoddl pouze piedstira, Ze je stale nazivu.

"Trpélivost francouzského prezidenta Jacquesa Chiraka se zoufalymi snahami Palestinct zakryt fakt,
ze Arafat jiz zemfel, je u konce," napsal izraelsky server Debka.com s odvolanim na své zdroje
v Pafrizi a ve Washingtonu.

Chirac pry o Arafatové skonu jiz v patek informoval prezidenta USA George W. Bushe, a rozjela se
diplomaticka jednani, jak v8e ukoncit na vefejnosti. Také izraelsky denik The Jerusalem Post (JP)
napsal, Ze v patek ho ¢lovék z Arafatova okoli oslovil s informaci, Ze vidce od Gtvrte¢niho odpoledne
nezije. Oficialné to vSak listu JP nikdo nepotvrdil.

Arafatovu smrt jiz ve Ctvrtek ostatné ohlasil lucembursky premiér Jean-Claude Juncker; kdyz mu ale
poté zavolal Chirac, vzal sva slova zpét.

Nemocnice dal trva na svém: pacient pry zije
Palestinské vedeni i v€era dal prohladovalo, ze Arafat stale Zije. V sobotu podle palestinského Cinitele
citovaného izraelskym listem Jediot Achronot dokonce oteviel o€i a komunikoval s lékafi.

Vcera z palestinskych zdrojd pronikla informace, ze Arafat trpi jaterni chorobou. Oficialné ale diagn6za
stale nebyla ur€ena; podle katarské televize al-Dzazira se na jejim zjiStovani podileji i USA, které maji
k dispozici vzorek Arafatovy krve. Mezi Palestinci se spekuluje o pri¢iné Arafatova stavu a nazory
sahaji od otraveni izraelskou tajnou sluzbou az po AIDS.

Podle palestinského zdroje JP stale plati, Ze o odpojeni Arafata od pfistroji rozhodne Arafatova.
"Rozhodnuti méa v rukou Suha," fekl v sobotu.

Ze Arafat Zije, vyplyva i z nékolika prohlageni mluv&iho nemocnice Christiana Estripeau. V sobotu ek,
ze politik "neni v kbmatu", a "spi". Estripeau pfitom ale pokazdé vyslovné uvedl, ze komuniké
formuluje s ohledem na prani rodiny, tedy Arafatovy manzelky Suhy, ktera je v nemocnici a ma podle
francouzskych zakond pravo uréovat veskery rezim kolem pacienta.

Podle debka.com uz v Pafizi panuji obavy, ze se prestizni vojensky ustav Percy blamuje vydavanim
zprav diktovanych politickou objednavkou.

Podle debka.com doslo i ke konfliktu mezi Arafatovou a palestinskou velvyslankyni v Pafizi Lajlou
Sahidovou, jiz Suha po deseti dnech odebrala opravnéni podavat informace novinariim. Pravé
Sahidové ve &tvrtek potvrdila, Ze Arafat upadl do kématu, a je autorkou dnes jiz okfidleného vyroku,
Ze palestinsky vidce je "mezi Zivotem a smrti".



