Written fluency — Autumn semester 2004
Handout 6 - Tuesday, 16 November 2004
The language of newspapers. News reporting.

Task 1: List the main functions of news:

Task 2: Read the following short news item. Identify its distinctive parts (which are numbered
here) and their function.

D.C. on Alert As Sniper Roams Free (1)
Sat. Oct 5, 2002

By Stephen Manning, Associated Press Writer (2)

Rockville, Md. (AP) (3) - A series of six fatal sniper shootings has shaken the Washington, D.C.,
suburbs, even as officials urge wary residents to go about their normal business. (4)

But law enforcement authorities are worried. (5)

"My level of concern about the ability of the suspect to strike again is high,” (6) said Charles Moose,
the Montgomery County police chief late Friday. (7) “This brings us to a higher degree of recklessness
by this suspect or suspects.”

”We implore him to surrender, stop this madness,” Moose said.

On Friday the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms said testing showed the same high-powered
rifle had been used to kill at least four of six shooting victims. (8) Five victims were shot in Maryland,
one was gunned down in Washington, D.C. (9)

(1) (6)
2)

3) (7)
4) ®)
) ©)

Task 3: Read the next short news item. Characterize its distinctive linguistic properties.

Former Smoker Wins $28 Billion

(AP) — A jury awarded a record-shattering $28 billion in punitive damages Friday to a former smoker
who sued Philip Morris Inc. for fraud and negligence. The Superior Court jury awarded the amount to
Betty Bullock, 64, of Newport Beach, who started smoking when she was 17 and was diagnosed last
year with lung cancer that has since spread to her liver.

Level of graphetics/graphology:
Level of words:
Level of grammar:

Level of syntax:



Level of vocabulary:

Task 4:

a) This is a translation of an English magazine article. Translate it back into English, trying to keep
its characteristic style.

Volby na Slovensku
Uff! Vitéz prohral

BRATISLAVA
Spojenectvi seriéznich stran zabranilo nebezpecnému ”zlému muzi” ziskat moc

Nasilnicky populista dosahl vitdzstvi ve volbach. Ulisngj§i a méné utoény populista byl tieti.
Skupina Ctyt seridznéjSich stran na pravém stfedu (z nichz jedna je také populisticka a nevyzkousSena)
vSak dohromady ziskala pravé tolik kiesel, kolik staci k vytvoreni pfisti slovenské vlady. To je v zemi,
ktera usiluje o zaclenéni do hlavniho proudu integrované Evropy, pokladano za obrovsky uspéch.

Strana vedena Vladimirem Meciarem, silnym muzem, ktery politovanihodné Spatné vladl
Slovensku v letech 1993 az 1998, skonéila ve vieobecnych volbach od rozchodu Slovaka s Cechy pied
deviti lety uz poctvrté za sebou jako nejsilngjsi, ale Meciar opét zistal bez politické moci, protoze zadna
jina strana netouzi spojit se s tou jeho. V dusledku toho to vypada, ze Slovensko bude koncem tohoto
roku prizvano ke vstupu do NATO i Evropské unie.

I tak je neradostnou skuteCnosti, Ze témér polovina vSech slovenskych volicu presvedcive
hlasovala pro populistické nebo nacionalistické strany, jejichz dosavadni reputace je prinejmenSim
nebezpecna. Meciar dostal témér 20%, coz je mén€ nez 27% v poslednich parlamentnich volbach pred
Styimi lety a 35%, které ziskal tdsné po oddéleni od Cechi. Jeho oblibenost tedy nepopiratelnd klesa.
Robert Fico, mladsi, uhlazengjsi a stalejsi verze vybusného a nevypocitatelného Meciara, skoncil treti s
témét 14%. Nezreformovana komunisticka strana dostala 6% a poprvé v historii postkomunistického
Slovenska ziskala kiesla v parlamentu, protoze si zvlasté dobfe vedla na upadajicim vychodé zemé¢, kde
nezaméstnanost dosahuje hrozivé vysky. Jedna nacionalisticka strana a skupina, ktera se odstépila od
meciarovet, ziskaly celkem 7%, ackoli se ani jedné nepodarilo prekrocit hranici 5% potfebnou k ziskani
kiesel v parlamentu.

Pravy stfed si presto vedl zdatnéji, nez se cekalo. Demokraticka a kfestanska unie Mikulase
Dzurindy, stavajiciho predsedy vlady, skoncila jako druha s 15%. (...)

b) How did you translate the following phrases? Compare with the authentic text.
spojenectvi seridznich stran -

Nasilnicky populista dosahl vitézstvi ve volbach -

ulisnéjsi a mén¢ utoény -

skoncila uz pocvrté za sebou jako nejsilngjsi -

I tak je neradostnou skutecnosti, ze ... -

zvlast¢ dobfte si vedla na upadajicim vychod¢ zemé¢ -

stavajici predseda vlady -

Translation:

Slovakia’s election
Phew! The winner lost



