Language Practice November 11, 2020

27 figures of speech (vaalexpressmedia.co.za)

Answers:
1. Time flies
2. An ace up your sleeve
3. Spill the beans
4. Cat got your tongue
5. Got the cat by the tail
6. Kick the bucket
7. Born with a silver spoon in the mouth
8. Don't carry all your eggs in one basket
9. Wear your heart on your sleeve
10. Keep your cards close to your chest
11. Nail on the head
12. Loose screw
13. Cold feet
14. Something fishy
15.  Fish out of water
16. Tie the knot
17. Living in your shadow
18. Piece of cake
19. Bird brain
20. Cherry on top
21. Chalk & cheese
22. Knock your socks off
23. Red herring
24. An earworm
25. In a nutshell
26. On a silver platter
27. On the wings of time
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=AM PILE A: | really wanted to see that movie, but | didn’t have enough money last week
B: It happens. You can’t always get what you want, right?

www.theidioms.com

LATEST IDIOMS

COME TO THINK OF/ABOUT IT
WORM IN THE APPLE
WITHOUT FURTHER ADO
DUTCH UNCLE

DUTCH COURAGE

TO GO DUTCH


http://www.theidioms.com/
https://www.theidioms.com/come-to-think-of-about-it/
https://www.theidioms.com/worm-in-the-apple/
https://www.theidioms.com/without-further-ado/
https://www.theidioms.com/dutch-uncle/

KING OF THE HILL

TO THROW A SPANNER IN THE WORKS

backroom boy(s)

Meaning: people who work in anonymity
Example: They left the technical problems for the back-rooms boys. They will make
short work of it all.

Herculean task

Meaning: a task requiring huge amounts of physical strength

Example: It will be a Herculean task to get through to the quarter-finals, but this
untested team is up for the challenge.

call of duty

Meaning: something you must do or feel compelled to do

Example: Both of my grandfathers felt it was their call of duty to enlist immediately
for active service when the war broke out.

does exactly what it says on the tin

Meaning: someone or something is exactly as they seem
Example: This medicine does exactly what it says on the tin, because I feel so much
better.

a smooth sea never made a skilled sailor

Meaning: a proverb that means easy situations can never improve you or make you
better

Example: You are just cutting days in the comfort of your home and spending your
parents' money. You need to really get out and face the actual life. Remember, a
smooth sea has never made a skilled sailor.

pat on the back

Meaning: to receive or express praise for a job well done

Example: He received a pat on the back from his boss from the new project that he
landed.

easy does it

Meaning: used to tell someone to go ahead with something with slowly, and carefully
Example: Sandra: I asked him for a simple drawing! To be honest, I am so angry right

now. Andrew: Easy does it, Sandra. We will make sure he refunds the money.
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make ends meet

Meaning: make sufficient money to survive on

Example: We will need to start saving money in order to make ends meet.
snow under

Meaning: to bury or cover something or somebody in snow (Literal meaning)
Example: I feel snowed under with all the work my boss keeps throwing my
way.

piece of work

Meaning: a complex, tricky, or odd person

Example: My friend has the weirdest of opinions, he's a real piece of work.
Source: theidioms.com

home is where the heart is

Meaning: a place you feel connected to emotionally
Example: No matter where I go, it's always so lovely to come back here. Home is
where the heart is after all.

dead as a doornail

Meaning: becoming obsolete
Example: The flowers are all dead as a doornail.

keep the wolf from the door

Meaning: to have sufficient money to prevent starvation or hunger
Example: Both the man and his wife must work long hours just to keep the wolf
from the door.

Elvis has left the building

Meaning: the show is ended and go home now
Example: I think we delayed coming - Elvis has left the building.

household name

Meaning: to be very popular
Example: The character is a household name because people are able to identify with
the struggles that he faces.

there’s no place like home

Meaning: to have an affinity for one's home over every other place
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Example: The troops finally retreated and the men get to go home to their families
now. There is no place like home.

every nook and cranny

Meaning: to look for something everywhere
Example: The lawyers searched every nook and cranny to find more evidence but
alas, there was none.

lichts are on but nobody is home

Meaning: used to describe a stupid person

Example: I tried all to understand him, but the lights are on but nobody is home.

charity begins at home

charity begins at home Meaning: one has to make adequate provision for their family
before one make provision for needy strangers. Example: She spends the little money

that ...
Source: theidioms.com


https://www.theidioms.com/theres-no-place-like-home/
https://www.theidioms.com/every-nook-and-cranny/
https://www.theidioms.com/every-nook-and-cranny/
https://www.theidioms.com/lights-are-on-but-nobody-is-home/
https://www.theidioms.com/lights-are-on-but-nobody-is-home/
https://www.theidioms.com/lights-are-on-but-nobody-is-home/
https://www.theidioms.com/charity-begins-at-home/
https://www.theidioms.com/charity-begins-at-home/
https://www.theidioms.com/home/

