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41  Accentuation of the word (JPE 9.0149.05)

Notes: . . o
@) In polysgllgpig, English words, one syllable carries the main
- (primary) dccent. The situation of the primary accent varies
from word to word, e.g. 14/ = 1 ‘

- onthe !a‘{stpsqy llable: label * behind, result, cigarette -
orn the ”ﬁg‘ﬁu, ﬁ ate syllable___  answer, togetlier,
’ - important

on the ante-penultimate syllable: yesterday, afterwards,
e ;, - critical, etc. .
If easy intelligibility is to be achieved, it is extremely important
to give words their cortect accentual pattern and charactekistic
rhythm. o S S
(b) When a syllable is accented, it is made more prominent than
 its neighbours by meuns of any or all of four factors: stress, o
. pitch, quality, quantity. Of these, pitch prominence, associated
* with stress (loudness for the listener), is the most important.

* (¢) Itis a crucial feature of English pronunciation that syllables

- which are unaccented tend to have weak and obscure qhalities.

+ Thus, /of and syliabic /I, m, n/ occur typically only in unaccented
syllables; /1, uf occur frequently in both accented and unaccented
syllables. All other vowels and diphthongs (hereafter referred
to as ‘strong vowels’) may occur in syllables other than.those
carrying the primary accent, but will often have a secondary
degree of accent associated with them.

(d) In the drill patterns which follow, the syllable carrying the
primary accent will be shown as »; unaccented syllables as . ;
syllables with strong vowels and secondary accent as «; syllables
with strong vowels but with weak accent as . ’

(¢) In phonetic transcriptions and in ordinary otthography, - !
accents will be shown as follows: L ‘
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primary accent: '
secondary-accent: ,
unaccented: no mark

42 Accentual pattemé: 2-syllable words

V4.2.1._ Patterns: « S, S . , '

Al 'Lz"sz‘en ’
'l Il bl Iy I'lr ‘It

A2 Idenz‘zfy the accentual patterns given for Jilf; check in
- Appendix p. 76.

A3 Listen to the words given; transcribe ther, markmg the
: accent che‘.k in Appenux . 76.
ahnoy armouf sofa police ‘marble buow

: A4 Listen and repeat

(. ) alone mathine behind
(%) over ‘under husband

42.2. Fatterns: o \,«;,o
" Notes:.

(a) The patterns resemble those above, but the syllable not
" carrying the primary accent has a strong vowel.

"(b)‘ When the syllable. containing the strong vowel precedes », a
secondary accent may be associated with it (e); when the syllable ,

containing the st rong vowel follows “w, there is no secondary
: accent(o). : : - e e e o e

AS . Listen o ete e

Sader Jadlar Jarflar Clasdar s oy L g

A6 Listen and repeat
" (e \.,) unknown idea amique

7 Listen and repeat gcompauson . and ¢ %)
uontam centzen ado unds t1l untie» -

[2'uz)

A8 = .dzsien and repeat - RO
(% o) female programine window . ©iiv
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AS  Listen and repea: {comparison % . and % o)
never nephew  pillar pillow hostel 'hostile

4.3  Accentual patterns: 3-syllable words
4.3.1 Patterns: ™ + +5 « ™ .

A1 Listen
Catlele lo'ladls lo'fllr ‘ldide

ALl Identzfy the accentual patterns of the nonsense 1tems ngen,
check in Appendix p. 76.

A12 Listen to the words gwen,-txan’scnbe them, marking the
accent; check in Appe*}dm p. 76..

quauty ehormous contamer '
solution “luckily character o

!

A3 Listen and repeat .
(™ . .) yesterday bachelor quantzty
(.~ .) important relauon eleven

4.3.2 Patterns: e . %;, \ e 9,0 % 4. Yo

Note: When a syllable containing a strong vowel 1mmédxately
follows ~, there is no secondary accent; in other cases, a syllable

containing a strong vowel (but not carrying the primary accent)

has a Qeconda;y accert.
Al4 Listen C
Jaltlar ladelar lavlale lo'ladar

AlS Idennjy the accentual patterns of the nonsense 1tems gwen,
check in Appendix p. 76. ‘

Al6 Listen and repeat Lﬂ emt]

(s . ) understand cxgaretfe ~ afternoon
(™ « o) appetite photograph telephone
(o ~v-.) uncertain - re-entry substandard -

(. ™ o) tobacco. - tomato i projectile

T e
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36 Practical course of English pronunciation

4.4 Distinctive accentual paiterns: 2-syllable words ,
Note: Certain 2-syllable words distinguish their noun/adjectxve
form from their verb form by a difference of accentual pattern,

~ the noun/adj. form having % . (or ~ o) and the verb . .

4.4.1 Distinction by stress/pitch alone:

A17 . Listen and repeat, ' :
'import (n.) im'port (vb) in'sult (vd.) ‘insult (n.)

'4.4.2 Distinction by stress|pitch+ changes of quality:

A8 Listen

‘nfadj. vb.
frequent  fre'quent
‘object ob'ject
'present - pre'sent
'rebel re'bel

P

‘conduct con'duct -

A19 'Idenrzjy he noun/adgectxve or verb forms of the words -

.given; check in Appendix p. 76.
§)! '\ﬁr;,sent 2 object (3)’conduct  (4)"rebel
5 present (6) “rebel’ (TY’conduct (8)"object

“A20 Lis ten and repeat -

‘subjef‘t (wb.) precent (edj) record (n)
. convict (r ) conduct (vb.) perfect (adj)
réfuse (vb.)  object (wb.)  ‘éfuse (n.)

- Note: Some 2-syllable words do not follow Thm gen..rai rule, or

show signs of instabﬂity, e.8.
comment has “e o ['’koment/ for both noun and verb
contact has » o [*kontzkt/ for tPe noun, and ™ o0 OFf o M
[ kon'tekt/ for the verb
dispute has . “w for both noun and vexb, bui mcreasmgiy \ o
['dicpjust/ is used for the noun.

4.5 Distinctive accentual patterns: 3- or 4~syl}ab!e Words ’
Note: Some words of 3 or more syllables also show dxstmctwe ’

- accentual patierns in thelr noun/adjective and verb forms: -
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(2) with a shift of the pnmary accent and associated sound
changes
) w1th the pmnary accent constant, but with sound changes.

A21 Listen and repeat .

A5

426
a7
A28
A29

A30

: n.jadj. vbf:
(a) alternate Jod'tzost 3lta,nert/
envelope [lenvalovp  n‘velep/

attribute [letribjut  o'trrbjurt/

(b) associate [e'saufot o'sauf1,eri/
compliment /'’komplmant ‘komplz,ment/
separate J'separat 'sepo,rert/

prophesy  /'profost ‘profrsar/

Accentual patterns: 4-syllable words

Identzjy the accentual patterns of the nonsense items given;

check in Appendix p. 76.

Listen and repeat
(. ™% ) r.,maikable xmpossxbk. photoaraphy

Listen and repeat SR .
(e » . .) unfortunate rhinoceros su’blimjnal

-Listen and repeat

(oo ™) unmport;mt puctobrar}nc cu'culatmn

Lzs*en and repect
(. % . 0) acchmatﬂe negotiate somnfy

Listen and repeat
(™ . . .) catarpilier criticism melancholy

Listen and repect
(% . s .) educated hehs,opter proplgesymg

Listen and repezzt
(™ . . o) capitalize counterattack

Listen and repeai
(¢ . . %) superimpose aquamarine
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38  Practical course of English promumciation
4.7  Recapitulation: 7. e dsyiiavie words

A3l Listen and repeat (trariscriptions with accentual batterns are
i . given in Appendix p. 76).

enumerate  thirteen constipated alone
invitation baragraph  under automobile

| Morocco  sub-normai searchlight  superintend

‘-\ - 48  Accentnal paitems: 5t &sy}iéb!e words (zivselection}) '

A2 (5 syllables)
Listen and repeat

O capitalism cannibalism

(PR S +) administrative catholicism

(. o v N -} comsideration apotheosis .

TP N objectivity - aristocracy .

(o v o) incapacitate _ inexactitude . L
(o v o % ‘) counterproductive interdependence -

A33 (6 spllables)
Listen and repeqt o
(o v N, -) inferiority impossibility - -

N CHP .) variability meteorological
(¢ o % . o) ceremoniousiy indistinguishable
 COPEN .) onomatopeic palatalization
(eo v v % )

|

. A34 (g 8 syliables)

[ . - Listen and repeay : :
| O intelligibility

; (OO N +)  unilateralism - g /
o (vo o v . N -} industrialization '
P RN ) in’semaﬁox{:aﬁzaﬁon“

|
personification  electrification B ‘ ‘
| _ i
|
|
|
]
]

[ . . l
| 4.3"  Suffxation angd accentuation ‘

/ Note: The word accentual pattern is determined by the type of
certain suffixes, The following is a selection of common types of
suffix which attract the primary accent of the base word, with
frequent qualitative changes, N e .

T ———
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49.1 Attméting the pr’imary:accent 2o the penultimate:

A35  (Suffix ~ial [-10l)) %
Lzsten and repeat |
proverb proverb1a1 | f colony colonial
tutor tutorxal

A36  (Suffix -ian -xsn/) - o '
-+ Listen and repeat o '
civil civilian comedy comedian
grammar grammarian  Canada Canadian
A37  (Suffix -ic [-1k/)
Listen and repeat X
atom atomic  drama dramatic strategy  strategic
A38 (Suffix -ion [-(o)n)) . v A i
Listen and repeat ' NN
communicate communication operate operation”
supervise supervision €xecute execution

492 Attracting the primary accent to tlze antepenultimate:

A3S (Suffix -ity [-stx))

' Listen and repeat
- captive captivity curious curibsity
final finality  inferior mfenonty

410 Compound mds (IPE 0. 03)

Note: The accentual paztermng of compounds is as °19niﬁcant as
that of simple words. The most common type of compouand
accentuatlon has a primary accent on the first element B

4, 10 1 2-syllable compomds

(1) In a few words, the weaker clement undergoes an obs"uratxon
of vowel quahty giving a pattern . .

AdD Lzsten and repeat :
(% .) postmén chamnﬁn saucepan




* accent,

secondary accent even though it immediately follg

40  Practical course of English prommeiation
(2) More frequently, the vowel of the
strong, giving a pattern % o |,

A4Y  Listen and repeat

(™ o) cardboard earthquake
.. windscreen  teapot

second element remaing

(3) Other, less aumerous 2-syllable compounds carry the primary
accent on the sccond element, the first el

tement having a secondary
Ad42  Listen and repeat
(¢ ~) downstairs full-grown
mince-pie - first-class

4._10.2 >3-syllable compounds:

Again, either the first or the second element may carry the primd’ry
accent,! S ‘ ' =

A43  Listen and repeat . o
, (voe ) grasshopper grandfather newspaper
Ad4  Listen and repeat '

(™ . o) buttonhole chambermaid honeymoon
Ad5  Listen and vepeat : v

(s » .) archbishop blackcurrant field-marshal
A46  Listen and repeat : - '

(o « %) country-house gingerbeer  second-hand

4103 4-or 5~sﬂlable compou}zds:

¢ 4-syllchles .
. Ad47  Lister and repeat

(> . ) /booking-ﬁﬁice “season-ticket -
. ) musical-box catherine-wheel
o .) despatch-rider machine-minder
(e v L) easy-going indiarubber
) vice-chancellor postgraduate
1 When the second element of a compound is a polysyllable, it may catry a full
ws the primary accent,
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(2) S-syllables

A48 Listen and repeat :
(» . e ..) fireextinguisher
(™ .. e .) cabinet-maker
(s > . s .) hot-water-bottle

Ad9  Listen and repeat (a selection of different compound
patterns) :
chatterbox shop-window free-wheel washstand

- power-station mass-production waiting-room

" 411 Compounds and nomn phrases |
Note: The accentual patterns of compounds must be distinguished ‘
from those of noun phrases (adj +#. or n.+n.), which have

typically a secondary accent + primary accent.

AS0  Listen and repeat (comparison: noun phrase and compound
. noun phrase _ compound o
ablackbird (. o ) ablackbird (. N o)
alightship (. s %) alightship (. ~ o)
acrossword (. o “)  acrossword (. o)
‘agrand father (. « ~ .) agrandfather (. “ o .)

Note: In place names, such words as Road, Square (e.g. Euston
Road) carry a primary accent; Street is either unaccented witha
strong vowel {e.g. North Street—™. o) or carries a secondary
accent (e.g. Oxford Street—™ . o). ’

4.12 Variation of word zccentual patterns (/PE 11.03)

Note: Words carrying more th:an one accent may exhibit a weaken-
ing of the primary .accent when used attributively (i.e. they are
affected by the larger acceniual/rhythmic context).

A51  Listen and repeat : -
thirteen (o ) thirteen pounds (e o )
- afternoon (e . %) afternoontea (o o o %)




