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Bohemia: 

Stereotypes  

Moravia: 

B̶eer culture 

D̶on’t really go to church 

S̶uspicious of strangers 

E̶nds adjectives with –ej 

J̶an is called Honza 

M̶en are skinnier and smaller 

J̶okes about Brno 

W̶ine culture 

G̶o to church often 

A̶lways very hospitable 

E̶nds adjectives with –ý 

J̶an is called Jan 

M̶en are built bigger (,Slavs’) 

J̶okes about Prague 
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Traditional folk songs 

O̶ne of the most distinctive features of our traditional folk culture 

T̶hey are linked to all life situations (annual and family customs) 

T̶hematically related to: 
B̶irth 

L̶ove 

M̶arried life 

W̶ork 

W̶ar 

D̶eath, … 

F̶urther subdivided according to the singer’s age and gender 

O̶ften associated with instrumental accompaniment and dance 
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Bohemian folk music Moravian folk music 

W̶estern part of Czechia 

G̶erman influence 

I̶nstrumental type of music 

(stronger linking to instruments) 

O̶ne melody has a number of 

texts 

D̶ominated by the bagpipe, the 

clarinet, the violin, the bass 

M̶ostly major tonality 

O̶ne folk dance is bound to one 

folk song 

T̶here are no men’s solo  

dances 

E̶astern part of Czechia 

S̶lovak influence 

V̶ocal type of music  

(stronger linking to text)  

L̶arge number of melodies to 

individual text 

D̶ominated by the dulcimer, 

leading role to the first violin 

H̶alf major, half minor tonality 

M̶any songs to individual pair 

dances 

V̶erbuňk (UNESCO), sword 

dance 
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Traditional folk costumes 

F̶eatures given by their purpose and use 
M̶ountain regions vs lowlands 

W̶orking clothes vs holiday garments 

E̶conomic and social development of the whole region 

S̶triking number of variants not only between the regions but often 

from one village to another (especially in Southeastern Moravia) 

I̶nfluenced by historical events, period fashions, migrations 



https://www.folklornamapa.sk/ 16 
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Traditional folk costumes 

M̶ost ancient types in secluded mountain areas (Kopanice region) 

L̶owlands characterised by richly elaborated garments 

R̶eflecting age and marital status of the wearer 
C̶olorful and rich costumes of young, single people 

M̶arital status manifested in the garments and headwear (especially 

women’s) 

B̶egun to disappear from daily life in the middle of the 19th century 

N̶owadays worn on ceremonial occasions and during folk 

celebrations 



https://www.folklornamapa.sk/ 18 
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Sorts and functions of folk dress: 

Men’s 

Women’s 

Children’s 

 

Summer 

Winter 

 

Ceremonial 

Festive 

Semi-festive 

Workday 

Work 
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And how does your traditional  
clothing look like? 


