HARLEM RENAISSANCE
was an African-American cultural movement extending from after World War I until  the Depression, that appeared alongside with modernism. The center of this renaissance was Harlem in New York City. 

The Renaissance was made possible by the new black audience. A market for black art and culture developed among blacks, due to increased racial awarness and spreading literacy. 

We can see Harlem Renaissance as a type of black modernism. But it was not completely the same. Many black authors did not like the elitism of white modernist authors. They refused to be very experimental and use allusions to the classical literary works, because many black readers would not simply understand it. 

Many of the African-American writers of this period „discovered“ the culture of the black South. (The traditions of narrative in the South were those of the folktale, with the use of the mythic material, and the slave narrative). The use of the blues tradition was also frequent. 
Harlem Renaissance was more than just literary movement. It included racial consciousness, „the back to Africa“ movement, racial integration,  the explosion of music particularly jazz, spirituals and blues, painting, dramatic revues, and others.

Jean Toomer (1894-1967)

Harlem Renaissance began with his novel Cane (1923). The „novel“ incorporates short stories, sketches, poems and a play. It has a general thematic unity in that it tells the story of an alienated black man who tries to find himself through connection with the black folk heritage. So the basic theme of the book is returning to one´s roots. 

Langston Hughes (1902-1967)

was most popular and prolific of the black writers of the 1920s. His works showed strong identification with the black working class. Among his important achievements are the incorporation of the rhythms of black music – jazz and blues – into his poetry. (The Weary Blues – a volume of poetry)
Claude McKay (1889-1948)

used traditional poetic forms, but the content of his poetry was radical and sometimes even militant. He was suspicious of whites and constantly criticized their racism.

Harlem Shadows, collection of poetry

Home to Harlem, a novel

Zora Neale Hurston (1891-1960)

studied anthropology and developed an interest in Negro folk traditions. In Harlem she became well-known as a story-teller and a performing artist. In the 1940s, when Harlem Renaissance ended, Hurston had no audience. She moved to Florida, where she was born, and worked as a maid. She died in a welfare home, alone, completely forgotten, and poor. 

Mules and Men, a collection of southern black folktales

Their Eyes Were Watching God, a novel about a black woman´s quest for selfhood
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