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Film Sound - All Of It

In  the  In t rod t tc t ion  to  Sound ' l 'her t r , - /Sound Pnt r ' t i t ' t ,  I ca l l cd  l i ) r  a  t rc i l t lncn t  o l
" C i n e m a a s E v e n t . " r  I s u g g e s t e d t h a t w e  c o n s i d e r c i n e r n i l n o t  a s t c x t a l o n c . n o r c v c l t i l s
tex t  p lus  recept ion ,  bu t  as  a  th lee-d imcns iona l  c la i t  occupy ing  space and t in re  w i th in
a  nru l t i - t l i r t rcns iona l  cu l tu rc  Whi lc  tha t  cxhor ta t i r )n  h i l s  i l t t f i t c tc r l  a  cc r t i r in  u r lour r t  o l '
i l l l cn l i ( )n  l l ' o r r r  TOtn  Gt rnn ing  i r r r r l  0 lhcrs .  n ( )  sys tc l r t i t l t c  i t l te  n lP l  lo  rcv i rc  oLr r  c r i l i c i r l
p rax is  has  grown out  o f  thc  no t ion  o l  c i r rc r la  as  cvc l r l .  Th is  u r t i c lc  i s  an  u t tc tn l ) t  to  I )u t
some tee th  in  the  c la im tha t  c inenr i t  n rus t  bc  t rea tcd  as  a  tu l l - l ' l cdgc t l  cvc t )1 .  Thc  l r t i c lc
is  d iv ided in t t l  f i ru rpar ts .  Ibeg in  by  sLrggcs t ing  tha t  ourcur rc r r t  dc l ' in i t ion  o l ' I ' i l r l  sour rd
is  over ly  nar row.  inhcr i t cd  as  i t  i s  l l ' onr  a  tcx t -o r ien tcc l  t rac l i t ion .  Ins teuc l  o l  onc  typc  o l '
s t lu t td .  wc  shou l t l  hc  consrdcr i t rg  a l  l cus t  l i rL r l  c l i l ' l i ' r ' c r r t  c i l t cgo f ics  o l  sount l .  I  t l r c r r
p rov ide  a  h is to r ica l  overv iew o l  l cg i t i rna tc  thc l tc r  t l cs ig r r  lh r rn  thc  s t ln r ipo in t  o l '
aud lence sound.  A  th i rd  sec t ion  t rea ts  thca tc r  sour rdscapc  changcs  ovcr - thc  coursc  o l '
f i l rn  h is to ry .  F ina l l y ,  I  cons ide l  appropr ia te  ways  to  thco l i zc  l ' i l rn  sour rd  whcn i t  i s
rcdc l incd  to  tnc ludc  thc  cn t i l c  sounr lscuDe o l  c incr ru r  us  c \cn t .

Four ' l ypes  o f  F ' i lm Sound

ln the past, thc tcnn " l ' i lnr sotrncl" has always nlclr l t  thc sounrl prorluccd hy. l i rr .  or
w i th  thc  I ' i l rn .  In  o thcr  worc ls ,  wc  havc  rcgu la r ly  t l kc r r  l i r r  g lu r r tc t l  lh l r l  o r r r  top ic  i s  lhc
sound that accornpanies the l ' i lnr,  the sor:nd that is part ol thc tcxt. the sountl  autlroret l
by  the  same indus t ry  tha t  au thored thc  l ' i l rn .  By  acccpt ing  th is  re  s t l i c tcd  c lc l ' i n r t ion  o l  our
ob jec t  o f  s tudy  we have no t  on ly  undu ly  l in r i t cd  thc  rangc  o l  ou l  poss ib lc  conc lus io r rs .
bu t  we have inad l 'e r ten t ly  suppor tcd  onc  o l ' the  f  i l n r  rnc lL rs t ry 's  n ros t  in rp ( ) r t i ln t  bu l  sc l l -
sc rv i t tg  tcnc ts :  tha t  a rnong a l l thc  soLrn t ls  p lo r lucc t l  i r r  i rn t l  i r lo t rn r l  l r  rnov ic  lhc l r tc r .  o r r l y
t h c  s o u n r l  p r o d u c c t l  b y  l n t l  l i r r  t h c  l i l r r r  i s  l i r l l y  w o r t h y  o l  r l t c l r l i o n .  l r r s l c i r t l  o l  l i r r i t i r r r :
o u r a t r a l y s i s t o t h i s r e s t r i c t c d v c | s i o r r 0 l  l i I n r s o u n c l . l c l  u s i n s l c l r l  i l t t c i l ( l  t o i l l | { h c s o u r r t l s
p r o d u c e d i n c o n n c c t i o n w i t h I ' i l r n c x h i b i t r o n . O r r l y b y c x p l r r t l i r r s o u r r l c l . i r r i l i o r r o l  l i l r r r
so t tnd  c i tn  we h t lpe  cver  to  unde ls l ln t l  t l r c  i r r r l r rs t rv 's  i r r rcs l r r rc r r l  i t r  l cs l l rc l i r r I t  o t r r '
a t tcn t ion  to  i t s  owt t  u t tcn lnccs .  l l r c l  ou l  in tc rcs t  in  rc l i rs ing  lh l r l  t cs t l i c t io r r .

Rick Al t tnan,  " l : i l tn  Sound -  n l l  Of  l r . "  l r r  lT (Splng l ( ) ( ) ( ) ) :  PP J l  -1t{
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\r Uttlr \l)r'()s.1. rrrrr.rll;rtls.lJl)r().rrr r.ro ssiua.'r,\\[.ro.r l)JJIllJ cAIq I .rt:.r sntll

{fl?r4;J 
'� i 11 1 ': 

fr 
{1lr'ti{i"ii}'

Surprq'ssero.td 1n:lt.tolstq 3uo1 n.1o llnseJ stlollucpual oql oslll sl ll '10^ol 
llllol lulllsu..-r

,{1:uau e lc peJtrpoJdaJ 'Jlsntu pul?'sl:lcJJa l)ullos'eni()ll?lP.l() lllllxlul \tlollttllroJ
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aq plno,r a,\\'Jaqlour [real]s slq qllA\ slueuJoui alt:,rtld stq tr1 ittttt:tlst1 1-rtltl;-ur11rs
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'fe,nun.r srq uo luo lnlls plr1o,{\ uosloI lV'c:lttg raltrads l]nol r.raltl)ltl t't.tr,rtt plrt.lr;dtun
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s1t itrt.,no.uoq ,(11t.:rrtro.r1 ,(ru;11-lttlll srtll pir.ro.ltrto-t i;tto pttnos ()l tr()r\.t.r \tr().r Jtl.l-
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'puotos sLlorloura sll put? LLlll.l eql ur uorsiruru.il uouil.rroJ s.aJuirpnr lql utl P;lstlq ilt.rLt

-oiorrroq lruorlJl.l ,(.rll.roclruol r pualsur itrrlnlrlsclrts',(ltlr,lttpr.rrptrr.tolnl.rlcls lrril.r l)J:rtlllJ.l
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aql ol ror-rclxc 5^p prmos rulr.l lualrs.lo sr.nrr.rolsrLl ,(q prl.-r;l1ii-:rrr (11u.rrd,(1 i.l()rlJlt.r.rlul
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ut l)JpJJJJns c^uq sa.tuolpnl.r Jt-Uos ellH,^^ .slxctuur 

tua.ra.Lllp ul a^les,{er-u sLuil1 1eq1 s;ls.drncl luo.ro.l.rrll rqr spun..rio.r..; ,(11rnb,{ru.u.lc 1u.raua3 s.punos ot uorlualV

.ro .teu*r.Lr rurrr.r.cJurr ,tr.rurnorr.rud o ., ,rrrr,'i",]:ili:li;ilHi: ffi,3JJt;."jJ"? '(s-ll?Jtsntu 
llttrssl?lJ.Jo:^u^\ eJuo ll s-r? s^IJuJl punos uorlelrdror r,inpolJo enjl se lsnt sullll.tlJ-l lllql l.rtll u)sJAla)-tUoq) srult.l aql iurpuuls.ropun ol ll?tluess^e sr sult.J lleql aArAJns o1silros p:r11rrrr.nd (olpr,\'q.).illrssu:)..rsr1l ..r;lpur1,{r.rrsrrtrr 

1l:rqsl .rp,riu u,,,,nq,rtyt_,
t1.rrq,tr irrr,lrou) osnJ.rirnnl irlt ur lurrl-todurr ssal ou sr dn-,tro11q l,rnrjna )-ll puu punos
uolllqltlxo ulc,t\laq u()rlJcutro.) ot.ll'uolltllllts Jauuo.l oql ut snolAqo alou aq ,{uu punos
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