Unit 6 — Modal Verbs (Exercise 3)

A) Discuss the meanings of the sentences in each pair

1 a) Look, she won’t call now — it’s nearly midnight. You might as well switch your phone off and go to bed.
b) She might well call so keep your phone on.
2. a) You shouldn’t take too long to answer the first question.
b) It shouldn’t take you too long to answer the first question.
3. a) He might have told me about the party — I can’t remember.
b) You might have fold me about the party. I spent the whole of yesterday evening alone in my flat watching a boring film!
4. a) Can you break into their computer system?
b) Can you break into their computer system, please?

B) Which of the above structures (in bold)...

i) ...gives information about an activity? 2b)

ii) ...Indicates that it is unclear whether a past event happened or not?

iii) ...suggests that a proposed course of action is just as good as any other?
iv) ...Indicates that information is required?

V) ...Indicates that someone is being asked to do something?

vi) ...suggests frustration that something wasn’t done in the past?

vii) ...advises/warns someone to do (or not to do) something?

viii) ...Indicates a strong possibility that something will happen?

C) Complete the following sentences in an appropriate way

It might well rain, so
It’s stupid waiting for a bus at this time. You might as well
You might have fold me about the defective brakes on that bicycle I borrowed from you.
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