
 
Unit 6.4 – Synonyms and opposites (Exercise 1) 

 
1. Do you know the meanings of any of the following 

personality adjectives? Discuss them with your partner. 
 
frivolous   gregarious   reserved    resourceful   ruthless   

outspoken     highly-strung    considerate 
 
2. Now match the words in 1. to the definitions below. 
 
a) Expresses opinions in a very forceful open way and 

without restraint: __________ 
b) Doesn’t like being too friendly or familiar: __________ 
c) Thinks about the needs and feelings of others: 

______________ 
d) Sociable; enjoys the company of  (many) other people: 

__________ 
e) Able to act effectively or imaginatively, especially in 

difficult situations; able to rely on one’s own skills and 
ideas: _________ 

f) Doesn’t mind hurting or destroying other people in order 
to achieve his/her goals; shows no compassion or pity: 
__________ 

g) Takes nothing seriously; enjoys being empty and foolish 
and turning everything into a joke: __________  

h) Often tense, over-sensitive and gets upset quite easily: 
_____________ 
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