
The Title of The Lecture: Orthodoxy. 

 

The Lecture Description. 

To introduce students into the Orthodox Christianity: its doctrine, practice and history, starting 

with the definition of the very concept of the Christian Church, its beginnings, the substance and 

the meaning of its institutions and sacraments and reaching its rich written heritage left by 

Eastern Fathers and Teachers of the Church (e.g. Origenes, St. Basil The Great, St. Gregory 

Nazianzen, St. John Chrysostome, etc.), as well as later authors. 

The lecture will be held in the Modern Greek language. 

 

The lecturing programme. 

1. The introduction into the subject. The notion of the Church in Eastern Christianity. The 

beginnings and the formation of the Christian Church. The Church Great Schism and its 

influence upon the history. 

2. The basic dogmata. The faith confession. Ecumenical Councils as the major authority for 

the Orthodox Church. 

3. The sin and redemption. Prayer and sacraments as the way towards reconciliation and 

sanctity. 

4. The church space and decoration. 

5. The priesthood. The secular and regular clergy. The significance of this institution for the 

Church life. 

6. The monasticism and the life in the monastery (the noviciate, rules and aim of the 

monastic life). 

7. The annual and daily circle of the divine services. Two types of the annual circle and the 

calendar problem. The divine liturgy as the culmination of the daily circle. The holidays 

of the Orthodox Church. 

8. The written tradition of the Orthodox Church, its Fathers and Teachers. 

9. Continuation. 

10. The most outstanding figures and saints in Orthodoxy. 

 

The form of evaluation. 

The lecture course will close by a written test (in the Modern Greek language). 
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