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@ Verb Conjugation
Verbs in Japanese conjugate, or take various shapes. In this lesson, we learn three forms:
(1) the “dictionary forms,” (2) the present tense affirmative forms, and (3) the present
tense negative forms.' There are two kinds of verbs that follow regular conjugation
patterns, and an example of each is below.

ru-verb u-verb
verb bases tabe ik
dictionary forms %N%’) (to eat) %:;( (to go)
present, affirmative %’\'?i?;" ﬁﬁi?
present, negative %’\iiﬁ/u ﬁﬁ"iﬁ/u
stems %/\' ﬁ-‘&

‘%’\' % belongs to the group of verbs called the “ru-verbs.” Ru-verbs are so called, because
you add the suffix r« to the verb base (Zabe, in the above example) to form the dictionary
form. For the two long forms we learn in this lesson, you simply add the suffixes masu
and masen, instead of ru, to the bases. We learn four ru-verbs in this lesson:

g&é %% %%5 X
3T EIT A

Another major group of verbs is called the “u#-verbs.” The dictionary form of an #-verb
like r‘r { can be broken down into the base (i£ in the above example) and the suffix «. The
long forms like T % % 3 and T ¥ ¥ A, then, are formed with the base plus suffixes
imasu and imasen. You may find the u-verb conjugations slightly more difficult than the
ru-verb conjugations, because of the extra vowel . We learn six #-verbs in this lesson:

By e -8 4 3 n=
®A:¥  RAIT  BLIT MIIT  HxET ORIET

"The use of the term “dictionary forms” is by no means restricted to listings in a dictionary. They also
appear in various constructions in actual sentences. We will learn their uses in later chapters. Don’t be
misled by the names given to the long forms too; the “present tense” in Japanese can indicate both the
“present” and the “future.” We will return to this issue in Section 2 below. For the moment, we will
concentrate on the forms, not the meaning of these verbs.



In later lessons, we will have many opportunities to refer to the parts like ﬁ'\ and 1 ﬂ
which come before ¥ and % ¥ A in the long forms. For the sake of ease of reference, we
will call these parts (same as bases with ru-verbs, and bases plus 7 with #-verbs) “stems.”

In addition to rz-verbs and #-verbs, there are two “irregular verbs.” Note that the vowels
in their bases are different in the short (dictionary) forms and the long forms.

irregular verbs
dictionary forms g3 (to do) <% (to come)
present, affirmative LY EFT
present, negative LEEA =FtEA
stems L =

These two verbs are also used to form compound verbs. In this lesson, we learn the verb
@?;ﬁ'i’ %, which conjugates just like the verb ¥ 3.

It is important to remember which verb belongs to which conjugation class. It is a good
idea, therefore, to memorize each verb as a set: instead of memorizing just the dictionary
form, try to memorize the dictionary form and the present tense affirmative, like ﬁ‘ =
ﬁ' % 2 ¥. This is especially important with verbs that end with the kiragana %, because
they may be irregular verbs like 33 and ¢ %, or ru-verbs, or u#-verbs whose bases just
happen to end with the consonant 7. If you know the verb classes and the rules that apply
to them, you know why it is wrong to say X R %7 and X ik & 3.

%.% (= a ru-verb) ﬁ% (= an u-verb that ends with &)
verb bases mi kaer
long forms %i?/%ﬁiﬂ'/w ;)ED ia‘/;ﬁo Fth
stems =2 ;ED

*Things are not as bad as you might expect after reading the above paragraph. The key lies in the second
from the last syllable in a dictionary form. The irregular verbs set aside, if you see the vowels a, o, or
u right before the final 4, you can be absolutely sure that they are #-verbs. (We have not learned any
such verbs yet.) Unfortunately for us, the logic does not follow in the other direction; there are rx-verbs
and u-verbs that have the vowels ¢ and e before the final 5. E% has the vowel e before % and is a
ru-verb. W %, on the other hand, has the same sound sequence, but is an #-verb.



&l Pasttense

o

The past tense forms of verbs look like the following, where ~ stands for the stem of a
verb.

affirmative negative
present tense ~%F7 ~Fth
past tense ~F L7 ~FBATLE

KT N — Aiif}“ﬁi’ TAHIBICEN F L. Mary returned home at about nine.

fohe

ifl ZEm5 lLEI ﬁ%& % ﬁj& L.Fa iz I did not study Japanese vesterday.



