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15. Reconstructing 
Late Neolithic settlement



Three case studies

Balikh valley

Khabur basin



Introducing the Balikh Valley survey



A perennial tributary of the Euphrates



A valley full of tell sites



Large numbers of Late Neolithic sites



Halaf settlement
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Introducing the Khabur survey



Structured sherd processing

Bertille Lyonnet:



Large numbers of Late Neolithic sites



Huge problems with chronology

Complex chronologies possible

at excavated sites

Simplified chronology adopted

In survey



Huge sherd problems: small, eroded, non-significant rubbish

What we very much 

want to find:

In reality:

Pigment ´in negative´ Completely eroded 



Recognising Transitional and Early Halaf sites

Early Halaf Fine ware

Early Halaf Fine ware´Standard Fine Ware´ (Samarra)



Early Halaf settlement



Recognising Middle-Late Halaf sites

Large bowls with ´rim ticks´

´Free-floating´ decoration



Middle-Late Halaf settlement



´Lustrous´ polychrome

´Mat´ polychrome´Red ware´

Recognising Late Halaf – HUT sites



Difficulties recognising the Halaf-Ubaid Transition



0,5 1 1,5 2 2,5 3 3,5 4 4,5 5 5,5 6 6,5 7 7,5 8 8,5 9 9,5 >10

0

2

4

6

8

10

12

14

16

18

20

F
re

q
u

en
cy

Size (ha)

Pre-Halaf Transitional Early Halaf Middle-Late Halaf

Change in Middle-Late Halaf 



A follow-up in the Khabur



Jason Ur

Tony 
Wilkinson

Landscape archaeology



Working in the Khabur is not bad at all ...



A large number of Late Neolithic sites
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Again, the common pottery issues ...



Early Fine Ware; Grey-Black Ware Plant-tempered Standard Ware

Painted Fine Ware – earlier stages Painted Fine Ware – laterstages

Recognising the various periods



The earliest settlement



Chronologic trends
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Reconstructing Late Neolithic settlement:
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Reconstructing Late Neolithic settlement:

- Methodologically problematic in many ways;
- Possibly entirely non-representative;
- Long-term trends: stable settlement;
- Late Neolithic sites are mostly small (<1ha);
- Late Neolithic settlement was mobile;
- Possible major shift halfway the Halaf period;
- Possible shift at the end of the Halaf period;
- A vast amount of important work still to do!


