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Three case studies




Introducing the Balikh Valley survey



A perennial tributary of the Euphrates



A valley full of tell sites
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Large numbers of Late Neolithic sites



Halaf settlement
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Structured sherd processing
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Large numbers of Late Neolithic sites




DateBC  NorthernSyria Northernlraq Centrallraq DateBC Northern Syria -Northern Iraq
Ubaid Ubaid Ubaid Ubaid Ubaid
5200 5200
Halaf-UbaidTransitional ~ Halaf-UbaidTransitional  Halaf-UbaidTransitional Halaf-UbaidTransitional
5400 LateHalaf LateHalaf LateHalaf 5400
Halafll
5600 MiddleHalaf MiddleHalaf MiddleHalaf 5600
5800 EarlyHalaf ? 5800 Halafl
EarlyHalaf
6000 it ‘northern'Samarra 'classic'Samarra 6000 o
Transitional Transitional
StandardHassuna
6200 Archaic ? 6200
Pre-Halaf Proto-Hassuna Pre-Halaf Proto-Hassuna
6400 6400
6600 Early 6600 Early
Pottery Pottery
6800 Neolithic 6800 Neolithic
7000 PPNB PPNB 7000 PPNB PPNB

Complex chronologies possible

at excavated sites

Simplified chronology adopted

In survey

Huge problems with chronology



What we very much
want to find:

In reality:

Pigment “in negative’ -~ Completely eroded
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Huge sherd problems: small, eroded, non-significant rubbish
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Early Halaf Fine ware

Recognising Transitional and Early Halaf sites
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Early Halaf settlement



“Free-floating” decoration

Large bowls with “rim ticks’

Recognising Middle-Late Halaf sites
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Middle-Late Halaf settlement




“Lustrous” polychrome
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Recognising Late Halaf — HUT sites
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Difficulties recognising the Halaf-Ubaid Transition
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Size (ha)

O Pre-Halaf

O Transitional @ Early Halaf

B Middle-Late Halaf

Change in Middle-Late Halaf
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A follow-up in the Khabur
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Landscape archaeology



Working in the Khabur is not bad at all ...
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A large number of Late Neolithic sites



Number of sites

5 10 15 20 25 30 35 40

45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 100

Quantities of Late Neolithic sherds collected

[West Syria Rouj 2a-b Rouj 2¢ Rouj 2d Rouj 3
[Eupllratu basin Halula 11 Halula 111 Halula IV Halula V Halula VI Haluka VIT  Halula VIII
ikh valley Balikh llA Balikh llC Bnlikh IllA Balikh ll[B Balikh 11IC Balikh ILID  Balikh IV
Tell Sabi Abyad 3 i eratio R v peration I
Upper Khabur Proto-Hmlma Pro(o-lhhl' Hnlal‘ annif Halaf Intermédiaire  Halaf Evolué HUT
Tell Seker al-Aheimar  Pre-Proto-Hassuna Proto-Hassuna 7 7 »
Tell Chagar Bazar Bl oB-1l Bl CBAV CB-V
Tell Agab Farly Halaf  Middlc Halaf  Late Halaf HUT
Tell Kashkashok 11 Prow-Hassuna
Tell Halar *Altmonochrome” "Buntkeramik"
Tell Boueid (1
|North Iraqi Jazira Hassuna | Hassuna 11- 111 Halaf Ia Halaf b Halaflla  Halaf Ilb HUT
NIP 72 ! '
Khirbet Garsour
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Yarim Tepe | Hassuna/ Samarra
Yarim Tepe 11 Early Halaf  Middle Halaf  Late Halaf
Yarim Tepe 111 Late Halaf
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Tell Arpachiyih Early Halal _ Middle Halaf  Late Halaf
Tell Beydar Pre-Proto
urvey: Hassuna )
E_ 6900 6300 3950 5850 5700 3550

Again, the common pottery issues ...
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Painted Fine Ware - laterstages

Recognising the various periods
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The earliest settlement



Site:
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'Site density
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Chronologic trends
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Late Neeliti settlement:
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3y Reconstructing Late Neollthlc settlement

| - Methodologically problematic in many ways;
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Reconstructlng Late Neollthlc settlement

| - Methodologically problematic in many ways;
| - Possibly entirely non-representative;




3 ;‘::‘n‘-.} p X Q{ {*‘«N e
- ""-:. e LR : Y S | o
!“”.‘..‘ IAEY “s o R N S

Reconstructlng Late Neolithic settlement

' - Methodologically problematic in many ways;
| - Possibly entirely non-representative;
™ - | ong-term trends: stable settlement;
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9 Reconstructlng Late Neollthlc settlement

| - Methodologically problematic in many ways;

| - Possibly entirely non-representative;

» - | ong-term trends: stable settlement;
.~ - Late Neolithic sites are mostly small (<1ha);
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Reconstructlng Late Neolithic settlement

' - Methodologically problematic in many ways;
| - Possibly entirely non-representative;
w - | ong-term trends: stable settlement;
. - Late Neolithic sites are mostly small (<1ha);
= - Late Neolithic settlement was mobile;




2 Reconstructlng Late Neollthlc settlement:

' - Methodologically problematic in many ways;
| - Possibly entirely non-representative;
w - | ong-term trends: stable settlement;
. - Late Neolithic sites are mostly small (<1ha);
= - Late Neolithic settlement was mobile;
- Possible major shift halfway the Halaf period;
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« Reconstructing Late Neollthlc settlement:

' - Methodologically problematic in many ways;
| - Possibly entirely non-representative;
W - | ong-term trends: stable settlement;
. - Late Neolithic sites are mostly small (<1ha);
= - Late Neolithic settlement was mobile;
- Possible major shift halfway the Halaf period;
- Possible shift at the end of the Halaf period;
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= - Late Neolithic settlement was mobile;
- Possible major shift halfway the Halaf period;
- Possible shift at the end of the Halaf period;




