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1 - Introduction



Pottery is everywhere – even today



Where did pottery begin?
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The importance of the Late Neolithic in current archaeology



Time and place: where are we?

The Middle East



Time and place: regional foci of intense research
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Time and place: regional focus in this course
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Regions ignored in this course – not because the’re not interesting!
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Time lines and difficult terminologies
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Time lines and difficult terminologies



About this course

Themes:

* When did people in the Near East start making pottery?

* Where did the earliest pottery come from?

* What was the subsequent development of pottery? 

* What was the role Neolithic pottery in the Near East?

* What was the organization of pottery production?

* What was the role of style and symbolism?

* What are the important Pottery Neolithic sites?

* What do you do with pottery?

* How do Late Neolithic pottery studies fit in the Near Eastern

research framework?  



The programme



About this course

What will you do:

* Lectures – listen,

* Literature – read,

* Questions and discussions – talk!


