PRAZSKA DEKLARACE

THE PRAGUE DECLARATION

»Smérem k informaéné gramotné
spole¢nosti“

Setkani odbornikl v oblasti informaéni gramotnosti (Infor-
mation Literacy Meeting of Experts) pofadané Narodni komisi
pro knihovny a informaéni védu Spojenych statli americkych
(U.S. National Commission on Libraries and Information Science)
a americkym Néarodnim férem pro informaéni gramotnost (Nati-
onal Forum on Information Literacy) za podpory UNESCO se
uskuteénilo ve dnech 20-23. zafi 2003 v Praze, v Ceské repub-
lice. My, ucastnici tohoto setkani, ktefi reprezentujeme 23 zemi
ze vSech hlavnich kontinentd svéta, navrhujeme nasledujici za-
kladni principy informaéni gramotnosti:

* Vytvoreni informaéni spolecnosti je klicové pro socialni, kul-
turni a ekonomicky rozvoj narodli a spolecenstvi, instituci a
jednotlivell ve stoleti jedenadvacatém i téch nasledujicich;

* Informaéni gramotnost zahrnuje znalost vlastnich informac-
nich potfeb, schopnost identifikovat, vyhledat, ohodnotit,
usporadat a efektivné vytvaret, pouzivat a pfedavat infor-
mace, které se vztahuji k ur¢itému problému ¢i tématu; je to
zékladni pfedpoklad pro moznost aktivni U¢asti v informaéni
spolecnosti a je soucasti zakladniho lidského prava na celo-
Zivotni vzdélavani;

¢ Informaéni gramotnost spolu s moznosti pfistupu k dalezitym
informacim a schopnosti efektivné vyuzivat informaéni a ko-
munikacéni technologie hraje hlavni roli ve zmirfiovani nerov-
nosti mezi staty i jednotlivymi lidmi a v podpore tolerance a
vzajemného porozuméni prostfednictvim sdileni a vyuzivani
informaci v multikulturnim a multilingvalnim kontextu;

e Vlady maji vyvinout celostatni mezioborové programy na
zvySovani urovné informa¢ni gramotnosti jakozto krok ne-
zbytny ke zmirnéni nerovnosti v pfistupu k informa¢nim a
komunika¢nim technologiim® a k informacné gramotnym
ob¢anum, k fungujici ob¢anské spole¢nosti a ke konkuren-
ceschopné pracovni sile;

* Informaéni gramotnost se tyka vSech sektorl spole¢nosti a
ma byt pfizpusobena jejich specifickym potfebam;

* Informaéni gramotnost se ma stat nedilnou soucésti progra-
mu UNESCO Vzdélani pro vSechny (Education for All), a
zasadné tak pfispét k dosazeni cild, které si Organizace
spojenych narodll vytycila pro nasledujici tisicileti (United
Nations Millenium Development Goals).

V kontextu vySe uvedenych skute¢nosti vyzyvame vlady,
ob&anskou spole¢nost a mezinarodni spole€enstvi ke zvazeni
nasledujicich doporuceni:

* Doporu€ujeme, aby zprava z konference, ktera se konala
v zafi roku 2003 v Praze, byla prostudovana a z ni vyplyva-
jici doporuceni, strategické plany a vyzkumné iniciativy
urychlené a odpovidajicim zpisobem implementovany (zpra-
va bude rozSifena v prosinci 2003);

* DoporuCujeme, aby dosavadni rozvoj a moznosti dalsi im-
plementace vySe uvedenych principtl byly zhodnoceny na
mezindrodnim kongresu o informa¢ni gramotnosti (Interna-
tional Congress on Information Literacy), ktery by se mél
uskutecnit v prvni poloviné roku 2005;

eV ramci mezinarodni spoluprace zarovern doporucujeme ke
zvazeni moznost zafazeni problematiky informacni gramot-
nosti do programu OSN Dekada gramotnosti 2003-2012
(United Nations Literacy Decade).

Poznamky:

1) Termin ,digital divide v doslovném prfekladu znamena ,digi-
talni propast‘. Vhodny Cesky ekvivalent predkladame jako
namét k odborné diskusi.

Preklad: Michaela Dombrovska, Hana Landova

,,Jowards an Information literate
Society“

We the participants at the Information Literacy Meeting of
Experts, organized by the US National Commission on Library
and Information Science and the National Forum on Information
Literacy, with the support of UNESCO, representing 23 coun-
tries from all of the seven major continents, held in Prague, the
Czech Republic, September 20-23, 2003, propose the following
basic Information Literacy principles:

* The creation of an Information Society is key to social, cultu-
ral and economic development of nations and communities,
institutions and individuals in the 21st century and beyond.

* Information Literacy encompasses knowledge of one’s in-
formation concerns and needs, and the ability to identify,
locate, evaluate, organize and effectively create, use and
communicate information to address issues or problems at
hand; it is a prerequisite for participating effectively in the
Information Society, and is part of the basic human right of
life long learning.

* Information Literacy, in conjunction with access to essential
information and effective use of information and communi-
cation technologies, plays a leading role in reducing the ine-
quities within and among countries and peoples, and in pro-
moting tolerance and mutual understanding through infor-
mation use in multicultural and multilingual contexts.

* Governments should develop strong interdisciplinary pro-
grams to promote Information Literacy nationwide as a ne-
cessary step in closing the digital divide through the creation
of an information literate citizenry, an effective civil society
and a competitive workforce.

* Information Literacy is a concern to all sectors of society
and should be tailored by each to its specific needs and
context.

* Information Literacy should be an integral part of Education
of All, which can contribute critically to the achievement of
the United Nations Millennium Development Goals, and re-
spect for the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

In the above context, we propose for the urgent considera-
tion of governments, civil society, and the international commu-
nity the following policy recommendations:

e The September 2003 Prague Conference Report should be
studied and its recommendations, strategic plans, and re-
search initiatives implemented expeditiously, as appropriate
(the report will be disseminated in December 2003).

* The progress in, and opportunities for implementation of the
above should be assessed by an International Congress on
Information Literacy, which could be organized in the first
half of 2005.

* The possibility of inclusion of Information Literacy within the

United Nations Literacy Decade (2003-2012) should be con-
sidered by the international community.
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