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TAHESTIK.
Alphabet.

Aa
Bb
Cc
Dd
Ee
Ff
Gg
Hh
Ii
Jj
KK
LI
Mrn
Nn
Oo
Pp
Qq
Rr
Ss
Šs
Zz
Žz
Tt
Uu
Vv
\MW

Óo
Áa
Óti
Úti
Xx
Yy

aa

otlllll

,ďá,
'B'ťr

u
flt|,"

tu
qt
t4
0.uitt.-v
W,
q.
J4'
.-l .

//
7th
ý.[

JbtL
J\ť,
b
n>
ÚÍ,

A4
n;
S.
.._
J.ó

3"
ň"Jn)
T,T

Uil,
W
1]'ň,r

^-\)c
jť*
aó
I,lrb

r,
w

Aa
Bb
Cc
Dd
Ee
Ff
Gg
Hh
Ii
Jj
KK
LI
Mm
Nn
Oo
Pp

Qq
Rr
Ss

Zz

Tt
Uu
Vv
Ww

Xx
Yy

pronounced like a in 'father'

b

like ts in 'cats'

d

like e in 'send'

f
like g in 'great'

like h in 'horse'

like ee in 'see'

like y in 'you'
k
I

m

n

like o in'long'
p

q

r
like s in 'stable'

like sh in'show'
Z

like s in 'treasure'

t
like oo in'soon'
v
w
like [e] in'loan'
like a in ocat'

like ti in German'Ól'
like ii in German 'fur'
x

v



Reading in Estonian is not very difficult. Estonian letters are pronounced as they are spelled. The

stress is always on the first syllable. You should only pay attention to the following: in Estonian

there are very many double letters (a long or overlong sound), and what is most important- you

have to pronounce ALL letters. The duration of a sound can change the meaning of the word.

For example.

j:rr:s1 (ghssse) -j:rst (iust)

kass (cat) - kas (whether, if)

puudel (poodle) - pudel (bottle)

la;:rnras (sheep) - la*ras (he lay)

Also important are the letters with dots on top. Their pronunciation resembles a bit some

pronunciations in English. For example, the vowel 'á'is like'a'in'cat'. Ó is a sound unique to

Estonian. It sounds tike the first part of the vowel sound in words like'bowl' and'loan'.

l*oma - lii*ma, kabi _ kábi, uks - iiks, kl:ll - kúll

&g $, Vaadake! Kuulake! Korrake! (Tekst nr r)
J P 

Look! Lislen! Repeatl

tr

tr

o,orororo
ói, óu, óe, óo, óa

kólblik, kóigepealt' kórval, ónneks, Tónu, ólu, óhtu, ópilane, ópetaja, óli, vói, nóus

á,á,á,á,á
ái, áu, áe, áo' áe

ámm, jááma' seejárel, nádal, jáá, jálle' játma, tádi, váimees

ó,ó,ó,ó,ó
ói, óm, óe, ór, óa

tóó, móódas, póórduma, kóógivili, sóóma, óó, tóókoht, kóha, tóótu

ti, ů, ii, ů, ů

úi' iim, ůa, ůo, iie

iileeile, ůks, ktisima, ůritus' ůlehomme, iiliópilane, ůlikool' ůtlema,lůkkama, půsiklient,

miindivahetus, tůlitama
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Vaadake! Kuulake! Korrake! (Tekst nr z)
Look. Listen. Repeat.

1.

,

.).

4.

kal:a vett - váike ka]a

(rr, r: ; water - small ir.:,1:)

palju k''li - láhen k,,,,li

(a lot of ,,r :r1,, - I go to ,:.r rr, ::r, r)

minu m.'le - láhen m,l]ile

(my, :l ;'t - I go to the :..; itt I;:.:'',,:,:i' i, ')

láks k, ,, ,ri - kl:ri koer

(he went to the ,,:1,,"' - ::'t:;.:.t':'dog)

minu p,,di - p:l::di várv

(my i, ,, ; : r ', .. - the colour of the i,, r r.rr;.)

6. ráágin '::male - mine :.:i.jtnale

(I \ rill tell my ::,;:1 ::,:,i' - go :,:','.;,1,,')

7. pa::e táhele - palju pa]-] ] ]e

(::rrr. attention - a lot of 1.::::,:,)

B. ka,,'e lehed - palju kar''.:e

(,r,,',..:'' leaves - alotof :':,ri;r)

9. minu k su - ára k su

(my i: i:;., - fl6n'1 l'r:.11 )

ro. ára j'lma - mine j':ll:ma

(don't ri.::r:.:i; - go to the :.;ir.rr:;r,r:)

11. pr:lg kodus - minu pr'',r:le

(:'rl;,t: ,r.t hOme - to my ,':it,:,t: ':)

tz. pikk rrvi - anna rr,;vi

(a long i, :', - give me the :,:,r, 1rr'r')

r3. kórge r,':de] _ tulen r,,.l,del

(a tall :.,.1.,:i' , - I'11 come on I ' 1,.,:r'r'')

14. SuuI n]na - N;lna tóótab

(a big r.,,.,,,,,. - ..',; tr.:.r:,', is working)

15. k da ootad - k.r'::,:da vett

(,.;::'rl;, áf€ you waiting for - i:,'.',: l the water)

Minu padi.
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HAKKAME PIHTA!
Let's begin!

ffi (rekstnr')
Tere! - Hi!

Ter"vist! - Hello!

Tere hommikust! - Good morning!

Tere páevast! - Good afternoon!

Tere óhtust! - Good evening!

Head aega! - Goodbye!

Tervitage vóijátke hůvasti! Say hello or good

* -"i*effie

-ffi, #&l!#cíEíW!áffilej*!*i*&ií.tt{!ffi ffia ilffiffi; ^ffi , ffiO! **
ffiffi o9ffiffi :-/? trffi-.' - wffiffi * $ffiffffi ,/ ; wK

.ffi1"w\. 1=.-í .- 4'->11-"Y",,,/ K'(L ffi&ffiffi
= ffi-ffi

E

Nágerniseni! * Goodbye!

Nágemist! - See you! Bye-bye!

Kohtumiseni! - See you!

Kóike head! - A]l the best!

Head páeva! - Have a nice day!

Head óód! - Good night!

hommik, -u, -ut

morning

páev,

páeva,

Pácva
\

(pronounce

ouerlong)

day

óhtu, -, -t

evening

aeg, aja, -a

time

óó, -, _d

night

hea, -, -d

good

kóik' kóige' -e

all

kuula/ma,

-ta, -n

to listen

Kuulake ja korrake! Listen and repeat! (Tekst nr 4)

-bye!

I

t. Hakkame pihta!



3.

r. A: Tere!

B: Tere pli,e,mst!
.............1.. "" "" ""

z. A: Terwist!

B: .....................!

3. A: ............'....'...!
B: Head óód!

4. A: Kohtumiseni!

B: .....................!

s. A: .............'....'..!

B: Tere páevast!

6. A: .....................!

B: Nágemiseni!

1. ma.

2. sa

3.ta
4.me

D. LL

6. nad

7. A: Tere óhtust!

B: .....................!

8. A: .....................1

B: Kóike head!

Kuulake javastake!

CD: Kohtumiseni!

Listen and answer. (Tekst nr S)

5. Hello!

l, you, he/she/it, we, you, they

Personal pronouns have two forms in Estonian: a long form and a short form.

MA, SA, TA, ME, TE, NAD

MINA/MA-I
sINÁ / sA _ you (sing.)

TEMA ITA* he, she, it

Estonian lacks distinct words for 'he, she, it'. The word tema (ta) is used for all three.

The meaning can be determined only from the context in which the word is used.

When addressing a person, there are two ways. If you know the person well (you are on a first-

name basis), you use sina (sa). The second person plural form teie (te) is used to show respect

when addressing a person you are not familiar with or are not on a first-name basis with.

7. Úhendage! Connect' *

MEIE/ME-we
TEIE / TE - you (pl.)

NEMAD/NAD-they

6.*
1. ma _ 144ů4Á,

2.sa-
3.ta -
4.me -
5.te -

nemad

tema

meie

sina
\-ina

teie

Teiez tfea.d,,aela/

5. Tólkige! Translate. *
r. Good evening!

z. Goodbye!

3. Good night!

4. All the best!

1 ere!

6. nad -



8.*
1.r- %*!!*
z.he-

3. you (sing.)

4. they

S. you (p1.)

6.we-

9.*
t sina - SÁl

2. tema

3. meie

4. teie

5. mina

6. nemad

CD: sina

Me ďeme mehed. We are men.

Te olete mehed. You are men.

Nad on mehed. They are men.

Kes sa oled? Who are you?

Ma olen ópilane. I am a student.

a2. *
1'. M!,o|eme sekretárid (secretaries).

2. ................. olen inimene.

B. ................. on inimesed (people).

4. ........'........ o]ed ópilane.

5' .........'....... on sekretár'

6. ...........'..... olete ópilased (pupils).

MA ELEN NAt N E, SAPIEO MEES...
I am a woman, you are a man...

Ma olen mees. I am a man.

Sa oled mees. You aťe a man.

Ta on mees. He is a man.

I(es ta on? Who is he (she)? tr

Ta on ópetaja. He (she) is a teacher.

11. *
t.Ma o-lÚt,ópetaja.

z. Sa ..'.............. ópetaja.

3. Ta ................' ópetaja.

4' Me ......'.'....'... ópetajad (teachers).

5. Te'................ ópetajad.

6. Nad ópetajad.

t. Hakkame pthta!



MA[É NAIN E, sA E' oLE-]MEEs...
I am not a woman, you are not a man...

You can say he is not a man, she is not a rDoman in two ways.

You only need to add ei ole or pole.

4 rl"TdŇq----------
lnlor-B I i PoLE 

I

"Ma
"Sa
oTa
oMe

"Te
o Nad

ole

it
:l

ta

inime/ne,

-se, -st

human (being)

sekretár, -i, -i

secretary

ópetaja, -, -t

teacher

ópila/ne' -se' -st

mees, mehe,

meest

man

nai/ne, -se, -st

woman

ole/ma, olla, -n 15.

to be

I am not á woman.

You are not a'n/oman.

Helshe is not a woman.

We are notwomen'

You are not ÝtÁfomen.

They are notwÓmen.

Mina )Sina 
I n"t" naine.

Tema )
Nteie )
Teie 

I nbt. naised.

Nemad,l

)
k

E

E

E

E

fi

s

n

tr

n

ilá'}Il€;

naised.

ole

}"

).,

pupil

13. *
kes r. Te ei o-/.oópetaja. z. Sa ei '.......'........ mees. 3. Me ei ........'........ sekretárid. 4. Nad ei ......'..........

who ópilased (pupits). 5. Ma ei Anneli. 6. Ta ei................. Rein.

Mart. 14. Kes te ...................? r5. Kes sa...................? ,

ň[ Kuulake, náidake ja koostage lause! * (Tekst nr 7)
G t t,i B Listen. show and make a sentence.

OLEN OLED ON OLEME OLETE OLE

,L-- ,--;.,
cD: sina ... . ( 5l'l'La'0LeA'

reie,ffi(y>* tr ,Pt!*
)

16. Tólkige! Translate. *
r. She is a pupil. . z. Who are you? ............'.............'.?

3. He is not Indrek. . .4.He is a pupil.

5. I am not a secretary. ............ ...'... .6. Who

areyou? .............? T.Iamahumanbeing.
8. I am not Katrin. .9. She is a woman.
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