TAHESTIK.
Alphabet.

gtddcceseeeecacacaaa
& e

Aa Ha Aa pronounced like a in ‘father’
Bb B Bb b

Cc Ce Cce like ts in ‘cats’
Dd Dd. Dd d :

Ee & Ee like e in ‘send’
Ff Ef Ff f

Gg %y Gg like g in ‘great’
Hh I, Hh like h in ‘horse’
Ii A Ii like ee in ‘see’

Jj % Jj like y in ‘you’
Kk Hh Kk Kk

L1 7l LI |

Mm L/L[m, Mm m

Nn Mb Nn n

Oo Oo Oo like 0 in ‘long’
Pp j/D” Pp p

Qq Ug Qq q

Rr %I/ Rr r

Ss \go Ss like s in ‘stable’
S§ S6 = like sh in ‘show’
Zz n Z2 z

VA 25 - like s in ‘treasure’
Tt N7 Tt t

Uu Uw Uu like 00 in ‘soon’
Vv % Vv v

Ww % Ww w

0o Q& = like [9] in ‘loan’
Aia JZOJ - like a in “cat’

06 0”0 - like 6 in German ‘OI’
Uii U - like ii in German ‘fiir’
Xx \:UJ} Xx X

Yy %v Yy y
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Reading in Estonian is not very difficult. Estonian letters are pronounced as they are spelled. The
stress is always on the first syllable. You should only pay attention to the following: in Estonian
there are very many double letters (a long or overlong sound), and what is most important- you

have to pronounce ALL letters. The duration of a sound can change the meaning of the word.

For example,

juust (cheese) — just (just)

kass (cat) — kas (whether, if)
puudel (poodle) — pudel (bottle)
lammas (sheep) — lamas (he lay)

Also important are the letters with dots on top. Their pronunciation resembles a bit some
pronunciations in English. For example, the vowel ‘@’ is like ‘a’ in ‘cat’. O is a sound unique to
Estonian. It sounds like the first part of the vowel sound in words like ‘bowl” and loan’.
looma — 166ma, kabi — kibi, uks — iiks, kull — kiill

1. Vaadake! Kuulake! Korrake! (Tekst nr 1)

44 Look! Listen! Repeat!
o 0i, Ou, Oe, 00, 0a
= kolblik, kéigepealt, korval, onneks, Tonu, olu, ohtu, dpilane, dpetaja, oli, voi, ndus
o 4,8,4,4,4
o @i, au, ae, a0, ae
o Amm, jidma, seejirel, nadal, ja4, jille, jitma, tadi, vdimees
= 0,0,0,0,0
@ 0i, Om, Oe, Or, O0a
o t66, moodas, poorduma, koogivili, s66ma, 66, tookoht, koha, tootu
o 4,u, 4,4,
o {i, Um, ia, lio, Ue
o {ileeile, iiks, kiisima, iiritus, iilehomme, iilidpilane, iilikool, iitlema, liikkkama, piisiklient,

miindivahetus, tiilitama
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Vaadake! Kuulake! Korrake! (Tekst nr 2)

O}
=/

“‘”’*"’)Look. Listen. Repeat.

& ///

kalla vett — vaike kala

=

(pour water — small fish)

N

. palju koli — ldhen kooli
(alot of junk — I go to school)
3. minu male — ldhen masle
(my chess — I go to the countryside)
4. laks kuuri — kuri koer
(he went to the shed — angry dog)

minu padi — paadi varv

2

(my pillow — the colour of the boat)

@)}

. rddgin cmale — mine cemale
(I will tell my mother — go awav)
7. pane tihele — palju panne

(pav attention — a lot of pans)

co

. kase lehed — palju kasse
(birch leaves — a lot of cats)

9. minu kiisu — dra kisu

(my kitty — don’t pull)
10. dra jama — mine jaama

(don’t mess — go to the station)
11. pole kodus — minu pocle

(not at home — to my place)
12. pikk rivi — anna riivi

(along line — give me the grater)
13. korge redel — tulen reedel

(atall lacder — I'll come on Friday)
14. suur nina — Niina tootab

(a big nose — Niina is working)
15. keda ootad — keeda vett

(who are you waiting for — boil the water)

Kase lehed.

Ara kisu!

Paadi varv.

Nae, kiisu!

Palju kasse.



HAKKAME PIHTA!

—— Let’s begin!

4 ) (Tekst nr 3) hommik, -u, -ut
o \'i‘;ere! — Hi! o Niagemiseni! — Goodbye! morning
o Tervist! — Hello! o Nigemist! — See you! Bye-bye!
o Tere hommikust! — Good morning! o Kohtumiseni! — See you! piev,
o Tere pievast! — Good afternoon! o Koike head! — All the best! pieva,
o Tere ohtust! — Good evening! o Head pieva! — Have a nice day! pieva
= Head aega! — Goodbye! o Head 66d! — Good night! (pronxounce
overlong)
day
1. ohtu, -, -t
evening
2. Tervitage voi jiatke hiivasti! Say hello or good-bye! , aeg, aja, -a

time

00, -, -d

night

hea, -, -d
good

koik, koige, -e
all

kuula/ma,
-ta, n

to listen

1. Hakkame pihta! 13




3.
1. A: Tere! 5eAL e ! 7. A: Tere Ghtust!
B: Terve paevast! B: Tere pievast! 3 2 ———— !
2. A: Tervist! 4. A: Kohtumiseni! [ T - e ! 8. A !
B:oiee ! B ! B: Nigemiseni! B: Koike head!
4. Kuulake ja vastake! Listen and answer. (Tekst nr 5)
CD: Kohtumiseni!
Teie: Head aeqa!
5. Tolkige! Translate. 3 6. GoOd MOINING! .vevvveeieeieeieeiceecrecie e !
1. GO0 @VENING! ..covceemrenvessiisisssossiosmmsnissassssans ! o HID e !
2. GOOADYE! ...civismimemimssssmsman e ! 8. Good afternoon! .........cceceeeveeevcrnieniieniiciiiis !
3. ' Good MEHE! s oo ! 0. SEE YOU! vttt !
4. All the DeSt! ..ovioviiiieeieeieeieenecneccrcie ! 10. Bye-bye! ..ivimmmmnusmasmsnmsssm !
5. HEllo! it ! i1, Have a g00d:daV!] cuvrsssmsssmemesramnsmmmsmsons !

MA, SA, TA, ME, TE, NAD
I, you, he/she/it, we, you, they

Personal pronouns have two forms in Estonian: a long form and a short form.

MINA / MA -1 MEIE /| ME — we
SINA / SA — you (sing.) TEIE / TE — you (pl.)
TEMA / TA - he, she, it NEMAD / NAD -~ they

Estonian lacks distinct words for ‘he, she, it’. The word tema (ta) is used for all three.

The meaning can be determined only from the context in which the word is used.

When addressing a person, there are two ways. If you know the person well (you are on a first-
name basis), you use sina (sa). The second person plural form teie (te) is used to show respect
when addressing a person you are not familiar with or are not on a first-name basis with.

6. * 7. Uhendage! Connect. *
1. ma— I/I/L«’/l/wb 1.ma. nemad
LI 2.sa tema
5 T ¢ R 3.ta meie
4.1€ — coovreenenne. 4. me sina
5.t — v, 5.te .L\mina
6.nad — .............. 6. nad teie
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8. % 9. ¥k
1.1- mna 1. sina — sS4
2.he — 2. 1ema = sivsssessamessins
3.you (sing.) — .......... b 10011 (=) [ ———
4.they — ovveviieeninns 4.teile — i
5oyou (pl) = ewsssnsns 5.MiNA — cooeveeiieenen
(BT ——— 6.nemad — ......cceoueeee

- Kuulake ja naidake! Listen and show. (Tekst nr 6)
MA SA TA ME TE NAD

! CD: sina

lam a woman, you are a man...

Ma olen mees. I am a man. Me oleme mehed. We are men.
Sa oled mees. You are a man. Te olete mehed. You are men.
Ta on mees. He is a man. Nad on mehed. They are men.
o Kesta on? Who is he (she)? o Kes sa oled? Who are you?
Ta on Opetaja. He (she) is a teacher. Ma olen &pilane. T am a student.

11, % 12. %k
1. Ma _Qéq@épetaja. 1. vMQoleme sekretarid (secretaries).
2.88 e Opetaja. 2 — olen inimene.
B T o amisinsmsinis Opetaja. [ SRR on inimesed (people).
0, I (= ——— Opetajad (teachers). Qe o oled dpilane.
5. T€ coveverereennnenn oOpetajad. B crveerireesnnens on sekretar.
6.Nad ....cceeeneenn opetajad. 6. oo olete opilased (pupils).
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MA El OLE NAINE, SA El OLE MEES...

| am not a woman, you are not a man...

inime/ne, You can say he is not a man, she is not a woman in two ways.
-se, -st You only need to add ei ole or pole.
human (being) / (lobe) NOT |
EI OLE - POLE
sekretir, -i, -i = Ma I am not a woman. 5 Mina )
secretary i 8 ei ole naine. You are not a woman. = Sina pole naine.
o Ta He/she is not a woman. a Tema
opetaja, -, -t = Me We are not women. = Meie
teacher - g ei ole naised. You are not women. s Teie pble naised.
= Nad They are not women. s Nemad
opila/ne, -se, -st
pupil
13. *
kes 1. Teei ,Q_éf_/épetaja. 2. 82 €l ceverreeiiee mees. 3. Me €l ..oooceveeenne sekretarid. 4. Nad el .....cceeueeee.
who Opilased (pupils). 5. Ma el ......coe..e. Anneli. 6. Taei ..o Rein
mees, mehe, 14. *
meest 1. Mina 0[6/(/ opilane; 2. Nad .cosummomsmss opilased. 3. Me €l ....ccceveenennenns opetajad (teachers).
man. 4. LA aesessessess opilane. 5. Teie €i ....ccccceueenen. mehed. 6. Me .....ccocuvennee. opilased (pupils).
T3} (. opilane. 8. Teie €1 .....cceceeevennens opetaja. 9. Teie .....ccccceeveunene opilased. 10. Kes nad
nai/ne, -se, -St  ......ccocceeennn 211, SInael ....oeeeevvveneen. sekretdr. 12. Nemad ...........ceeeee. naised. 13. Tema €i .......ccccuveeee.
woman Mart. 14. Keste .ccooeeeereeeennn. ?215. Kessa ..ovveeneennn. ?
ole/ma, olla, -n Kuulake, niidake ja koostage lause! % (Tekstnr7)
to be Listen, show and make a sentence.
OLEN OLED ON OLEME OLETE OLE
CD: Sina
Teie:
16. Tolkige! Translate. %
1. She IS a PUPil. coeeveeeveenvieriiiieii e . 2. Who are YOUR ... i ?
3. Heis not Indrek. .....oocveceeneenveeeniiciiiiiiiiiiicieenneccee . s TEAS 8. DUPLL: suovsspomsssssssamnsssosmmoseresnars
............................ o5 T G000 T 8 SETTRIRTI, s, s A A PTG ey pnscones s s WK
ALEGIOULD .« cowmrmamsssmsmemmsnanss ¥4 5 RIS R TSR SERS 27 Tam ahuman being. ....c.cccceevvreviiiiniiniiienieiee .
8. I am Not KatTin: s aesssmnsmnssvasssissssvssesssrsvsomsies . 9. She 1S a WOman. .....ccceevverreeviiiiiiiiiiienes
................................. .10. YOU ATe NOT @ TNATL! c.vviivieveeeeereetiete e sseestesteeiteee e emtesnes e ene s aesasssas st saesneennad
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