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A REVIEW OF B. F. SKINNER’S
VERBAL BEHAVIOUR (1959)

B. F. Skinner (1957): Verbal Behaviour. The
Century Psychology Series, New York.

Animal behaviour

Chomsky: ,,...the goal of the book 1s to provide a
way to predict and control verbal behaviour by
observing and manipulating the physical
environment of the speaker “(p. 2)



VERBAL BEHAVIOUR

Verbal behaviour involves only specification of
the few external factors

Contribution of the speaker is quite trivial and
elementary

Chomsky: ,,...these astonishing claims are far
from justified...”



LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

It 1s simply not true that children can learn
language only through ,, meticulous care® on the
part of adults who shape their verbal repertoire
through careful differential reinforcement,

though it may be that such care 1s often the
custom in academic families (p. 15)



GRAMMAR

Skinner considers a sentence to be a set of key
responses (nouns, verbs, adjectives) on a skeletal
frame.

Grammar and syntax are for Skinner autoclitic
processes (autoclitcs=operants including those

involved 1n negation, assertion, quantification,

qualification of responses, construction of

sentences and the ,highly complex manipulations
of verbal thinking® (p. 25)



CRITICISM - VOCABULARY

I1lusional
Inadequate
Superficial
Pointless

Empty

Far from justified



SGALL (2001): OHLEDNUTI

Pres velky vyznam toho, éemu se pak Fikalo
Chomského revoluce, jsem presvédéen, ze de
Saussurav program dosud plnime. To znamena,
ze N. Chomsky maze byt charakterizovan jako
nejvétsi lingvista Saussurovy éry, nejvétsi
lingvista druhé pualky stoleti.

K podstatnym rozdildm mezi obéma palkami
stoleti patFi to, ze de Saussurovi se v&ta jesté
jevila spis jako zalezitost jeho ‘parole’,
sd&lovaciho procesu, a syntax tehdy byla na
okraji zajmu lingvistiky, ale naproti tomu
Chomsky uz problematiku vé&tné struktury nasel
na stole.



PEREGRIN (2012): KOGNITIVNI
KONTRAREVOLUCE?

Ve standardnich vykladech modernich dé&jin
studia mysli ve dvacatém stoleti se do&teme, ze
zatimco kolem poloviny tohoto stoleti ovladl
studium mysli zpozdily behaviorismus, v
sedesatych letech nastoupila , kognitivni
revoluce®, ktera nadvladu behaviorismu smetla a
otevirela cestu ke skutedné nepredpojatému a
adekvatnimu studiu mysli.



PEREGRIN (2012): KOGNITIVNI
KONTRAREVOLUCE?

V tomto textu se chci nad timto standardnim
vykladem zamyslet a zpochybnit ho: konkrétng
chci poukazat na to, ze behaviorismus nebyl ve
vsech ohledech tak zpozdily, jak by se z tohoto
pohledu mohl jevit; a ze ,kognitivni revoluce®
neznamenala jenom vymanéni se z
neprimérenych metodologickych okovd, ale 1
otevFeni prostoru pro to, demu budu rikat
,magicka teorie mysli“ a co podle mého nazoru
nepatri ani do védy, ani do rozumné filosofie.



