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BARBAROK FOLDJEN

- ROMAI ERODOK ES ORTORNYOK A DUNA BAL PARTJAN

IN THE LAND OF BARBARIANS
- ROMAN FORTRESSES AND WATCH TOWERS ON THE

LEFT BANK OF THE DANUBE

- Mrdv Zsolt

Kr. u. 9-ben, a teutoburgi erdében elszen-
vedett katasztroflis vereség véget vetett a
vilagmindenség meghdditasat és az 6cedno-
kat célul tiz6é romai terjeszkedésnek. Az id6s
Augustus csaszar Roma eréforrasait mérlegel-
ve azt hagyta 6rokil utodaira, hogy tartsak
meg a Birodalmat akkori hatarai kdzott, amely
Eurépaban a Rajna és a Duna folydkat jelen-
tette. Néhany id6legesen elfoglalt, folyon tuli
teriiletet leszamitva négy évszézadig valéban
erre a két folyora épllt a Rémai Birodalom
északi hataranak védelme. Rdma befolyasa
azonban nem ért véget a hatarokndl, hanem
kiterjedt a szomszédos vazallus népekre is.
Megfékezésiikre tuszok szedése, problémas
torzsi vezeték meggyilkoldsa és a béke meg-

110. A szarmatdk szallastertletét kordloleld, ro-
mai segitséggel felépitett Csorsz-arok egy helyre-
allitott szakasza a debreceni Nagyerdében

110. A rebuilt section of the Devil's Dyke that
encircled the lands occupied by the Sarmatians
and was constructed with the help of the Romans,
in the Nagyerdd area of Debrecen.

The catastrophic defeat suffered at
the Teutoburg Forest in 9 A.D. brought
an end to the spread of Rome aimed at
universal conquest and reaching the
oceans. Considering the resources of
Rome, the elderly emperor Augustus left
it to his successors to maintain the Empire
between its borders at that time, which
in Europe meant the Rhine and Danube
rivers. Besides a few temporarily occupied
areas across these rivers, the defense of
the northern border of the Roman Empire
was genuinely based on them for four
centuries. However, the influence of Rome
did not end at the borders, it extended to
the neighboring vassal peoples as well.
To subdue them, in addition to taking
hostages, murdering problematic tribal
leaders and purchasing peace, they also
utilized opportunities to turn tribes against
one another or even to exterminate them.
Rome had another tool for deterrence, the
professional army, which by the end of the
15t century was for the most part aligned
along the borders.

For a long time the occupation of the
Roman side of these border rivers and the
demonstrationofthearmy’spresencethere
proved sufficient. However the experience
from the German-Sarmatian  wars
conducted by Marcus Aurelius between
167 and 180 resulted in a new border
defense strategy. At the end of the wars
twenty thousand Roman soldiers occupied
the territories of each of the defeated
Germanic tribes. At Laugracio, a victory
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111. A Gellértheggyel szemben felépilt eréd
(castellum contra Teutanum) alaprajza

111. Ground plan of the fortress constructed across
from Gellért Hill (castellum contra Teutanum)

vasarldsa mellett éltek a népek egymasnak
ugrasztasaval vagy akar kiirtdsdval. Romanak
volt egy masik elrettentd eszkdze is, a hivata-
sos hadserege, amely az 1. szazad végére mar
jorészt a hatarok mentén sorakozott fel.
Sokadig valdoban elégségesnek bizonyult a
hatarfolyok romai oldaldnak megszallasa és ott
a hadsereg jelenlétének demonstraldsa. Marcus
Aurelius 167 és 180 kozott lezajlott german-
szarmata haboruinak tapasztalatai azonban Uj
hatdrvédelmi stratégiat eredményeztek. A ha-
boru végén alegy6zott german torzsek teriiletét
husz-hUszezer rdmaikatonatartotta megszallva.
Laugariciéban, a trencsényi varhegy sziklajaba
egy gy6zelmi feliratot véstek, amely 855 katona
helyi allomdsozasardl tudésit. Taboruk ugyan
még nem kerlt eld, de régészeti feltarasok és
légifelvételek alapjn egyre tébb olyan felvonu-
lasi utak mentén létrehozott dtmeneti tdbor va-
lik ismertté, amelyeket ehhez a haboruhoz két-
hetlink. A hdborut lezéré béke megkotése utan
a megszallé hadsereg taborait jorészt kilritet-
ték, de a hadjératok kiindulasi pontjaul szolgald
katonai tdmaszpontokkal szemben, a Duna tul-
partjan nemcsak megtartottak néhany hidféal-
|ast, hanem azokat kébe épitve véglegesitették.
Egy segédcsapat castelluma ker(lt el6 Brigetio
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inscription was chiseled into a boulder
in the Trencin castle hill, and reports on
the stationing of 855 soldiers there. Their
camp has not yet been found, but on
the basis of archaeological excavations
and aerial photographs more and more
temporary camps constructed along
routes for deployment have come to light
that can be tied to this war. Following the
signing of the peace treaty that concluded
the war, the majority of the camps of the
occupying army were evacuated, but on
the far bank of the Danube across from
military bases that served as starting
points for military expeditions some
bridgeheads were not only retained, but
solidified by constructing them in stone.
A castellum of an auxiliary unit has been
found across from the legionary fort of
Brigetio (Komarom) at present-day l|za/
Lednyvar, and for a long time one has also
been presumed to have been across from
Aquincum. Until the end of the 3" century
no new fortresses were constructed
in Barbaricum. However, in 294 late
Roman annals reported that Diocletian
had ordered the construction of large
fortresses on the riverbanks across from
Bononia (Banostor, Serbia) and Aquincum,
which was considered an event of imperial
significance. Of the fortresses described as
beinglocated in Barbaricum, we only know
of the triangular fortress, named Castellum
Onagrinum after a type of Roman siege
machinery (onager=wild ass), found at
Bege¢ across from Bononia on the basis
of an aerial photograph. Its task was the
defense of the nearby imperial city of
Sirmium. The location and remains of the
Aquincum structure have not yet been
identified, though.

As a result of the succession of wars,
the Sarmatians came under Roman
protection in the 30s or 40s of the 4th
century at the latest. During the reigns of
Constantine the Great (306-337) and his
son Constantius Il (337-361), the 1,260
km long system of earthworks bordering
the occupied lands to the north and east



(Komarom) legiotaboraval atellenben, a mailza/
Leanyvaron, és ilyet feltételeznek régéta Aquin-
cummal szemben is. A 3. szdzad végéig Ujabb
barbaricumi er6dok épitésére mar nem kerdilt
sor. 294-ben azonban egy késé rémai évkonyv
birodalmi jelentéségii eseményként szamolt be
arrol, hogy Diocletianus a Bononidval (Banostor
Szerbidban) és az Aquincummal szembeni
partszakaszon, egy-egy nagyméret(i eréd épi-
tését rendelte el. A barbaricumi fekvéslinek
leirt er6dok kozil egy légifelvétel alapjan csak
a Bononiaval szemben, Begecsnél talélhaté del-
toid alaku er6ddt ismerjiik, amelyet egy rémai
hadigéptipusrol (onager=vadszamér) castellum
Onagrinumnak neveztek. Feladata a kozeli csa-
szarvaros, Sirmium védelme volt. Az aquincumi
épitkezés helyét és maradvanyait azonban maig
nem siker{ilt azonositani.

A sorozatos haborik eredményeképpen
a szarmatak a 4. szazad 30-as, 40-es éveiben
romai védnokség ald kertltek. Nagy Konstan-

112. A Dunakeszin feltart kikotéerdd rekonstruk-
cioja. Az erdd falanak kozel 2 méter magassagban
megbrzédatt maradvanyai egy kidllités kiséreté-
ben megtekintheték Dunakeszin, a Dunasor 30.
haz alagsordban (www.dunakeszierod-fortlet.org)

on the Great Hungarian Plain, colloquially
referred to as the Csorsz Ditch or Devil's
Dyke, was constructed. The earthworks
beginning at present-day Dunakeszi to the
north of Aquincum were intended to be a
clearly visible borderline, whose strength
did not lie in the depth of the ditches or
the height of the ramparts, but in the fact
that the Roman Empire guaranteed their
inviolability. Anyone who crossed this with
hostile intentions could count on starting
a conflict with not only the Sarmatians,
but also with Rome. In 332 A.D. the Goths
experienced this, and were defeated by
Constantine the Great in Sarmatian lands.
At this time in Budapest (at present-
day Marcus 15 Square), at the best ford
on the Danube in the Carpathian Basin,
directly across from Gellért Hill - known
to the Romans as mons Teutanus — they
constructed an 84x86 meter fortress with

112. Reconstruction of the fortified river port ex-
cavated at Dunakeszi. The nearly 2 meter tall con-
served walls of the fortress can be seen in Dunakeszi
as part of an exhibit in the basement of the house at
30 Dunasor Street (www.dunakeszierod-fortlet.org)
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tin (306-337) és fia, Il. Constantius (337-361)
uralkodésa alatt tortént a szallasterlletiiket,
a magyar Alféldet észak és kelet feldl hata-
rold, a népmonddkban Csorsz-aroknak neve-
zett, 1260 km hosszu sancrendszer kiépitése.
Az Aquincumtdl északra, a mai Dunakeszi
kozelében kiindulé sédncokat jol lathaté ha-
tarvonalnak szantak, amelynek ereje nem
arkdnak mélységében vagy a foldtoltésének
magassagaban rejlett, hanem abban, hogy
sérthetetlenségét a Rémai Birodalom garan-
talta. Aki azt ellenséges szandékkal atlépte,
szamithatott arra, hogy nemcsak a szarma-
takkal, hanem Rémaval is konfliktusba kerl.
Kr. u. 332-ben megtapasztalhattak ezt a go-
tok, akik folott Nagy Konstantin a szarmatak
foldjén aratott diadalt. Budapesten, a Gellért-
heggyel, a rémaiak mons Teutanusaval pon-
tosan szemben, a Karpat-medence legjobb
dunai atkel6jénél (a mai Marcius 15. téren)
ekkor létesitenek egy 84x86 méter nagysagu,
U alaku oldal- és legyez6 alaku saroktornyok-
kal ellatott er6dot, amelynek falait kozel 3,5
méter vastagsagura épitették.

Az ,er6dépitéd” csaszar, |. Valentinianus
(364-375) pedig grandiozus tervet dolgozott
ki a pannoniai tartomanyok mélységében ta-
golt védelme érdekében, amelybe a Duna szi-
geteit és a barbarok foldjeit is be akarta von-
ni. A Duna teljes ellenérzése céljabdl a folyd
tulpartjan és a szigeteken - ,megcsonkitva a
barbdrok hatdrvidékét” - sorban éplltek a fo-
lyami hadihajok védett kikotésére alkalmas
kiser6dok. E tipuser6dok jellegzetessége a
nagyméret( kdzponti torony, valamint az eb-
bél kiindulé szarnyfalak végére épiilt egy-egy
négyzet alaprajzu saroktorony, amelyekbél
belsé udvart képezve két hosszabb fal futott
egészen a Duna viztikréig. A folyé felé a kis-
er6dok zartak voltak, kapujuk egy Dundba
nyulé fakonstrukciéju moléra nyilott.

A csaszar stratégiai célja az alfoldi sanc belsé
vonaldnak eléretolasa és a Dunakanyar el6teré-
ben, a két sdnc kozé esé terlileten egy kozvetlen
romai katonai ellendrzés alatt all6 zéna kialaki-
tasa volt. Ez a zéna Hatvanig biztosan kiterjed,
mivel itt, a Zagyva mellett egy rémai kiseréd
maradvanyai keriiltek el6. A koholt jogcim alap-
jan a kvad kirdlysagbdl kisajatitott teriileten
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U-shaped wall towers and fan-shaped
corner towers whose walls were nearly 3.5
meters thick.

The emperor Valentinian | (364-375)
“the fort builder” developed grandiose
plans in the interest of protecting the
Pannonian provinces at numerous levels,
which would have included the islands
of the Danube as well as Barbarian lands.
For the full control of the Danube, small
fortresses on the far bank of the river
and on its islands that were sufficient
for the protected harboring of river war
boats were constructed one after another
“carving up the barbarian frontier”. This type

113. A God mellett fekvd, Birodalom torténetét is
befolydsold befejezetlen erédépitkezés régészeti
kutatdsa. A katondk még csak az eréd alaprajzat rak-
tak le az egykorifelszinre, amikor lemészarolték ket
a kirdlyuk meggyilkoldsan feldiihodott kvadok.

113. The archaeological research into the unfin-
ished fortress construction project lying next to
God, which impacted the history of the Empire. The
soldiers had only laid the ground plan of the fort
down on the former ground level when they were
butchered by the Quadi who were furious over the
murder of their king.



373-ban egy nagyszabdsu eréditett tamaszpont
kiépitésébe fogtak, amely God kdzelében, egy
kodzelmdultban felfedezett I. Valentinianus-kori
er6dépitkezéssel azonosithat6. Az eréd régé-
szeti kutatdsabdl tudjuk, hogy a koér alakd oldal-
tornyokkal tervezett, 450x300 méter nagysagu,
ovdlis alaprajzt eréd végiil sohasem késziilt el,
épitése a rogzitett alaprajzi kitlizés stadiuma-
ban megakadt. A kvadok ugyanis tiltakoztak
az er6d létrehozasa ellen, majd kiralyuk orvul
tortént meggyilkolasa utén lerohantak a pro-
vincidkat. A rémaiak buntet6hadjaratat kdvet6
béketargyaldsokon a kvadok makacs tiltako-
z4sa miatt a hirtelenharagl csaszar gutaiitést
kapott és meghalt. A halalat kovet6 idészakban
a defenzivéba szoruld birodalmi hatarvédelem
mar nem tudta megvaldsitani I. Valentinianus
nagyszabasu terveit, sét hamarosan a bal parti
erédoket is kitritették. Ez volt annak a folyamat-
nak a kezdete, amely végiil a Nyugatrémai Biro-
dalom bukésahoz vezetett.

TETERE

114. A Dunakeszi kikotderéd faldnak maradva-
nyai a feltaraskor és helyredllitds utén (Foto: Mrav
Zsolt, Kovéacs Olivér).

114, The walls of the Dunakeszi fortified port

during the excavation and after the conservation
(Photo: Zsolt Mrdv, Olivér Kovécs)

of fortification characteristically consisted
of a large central tower, two square
corner towers constructed at the ends of
flanking walls emerging from the central
section and then two long walls extending
from these to the surface of the Danube
creating an internal courtyard. These small
fortresses were closed off to the river, their
gates opened onto a wooden pier reaching
out into the Danube.

The emperor’s strategic objective was
to move the interior line of the ditches
on the plains forward and to develop a
zone under direct Roman military control
in the foreground of the Danube Bend
in the area between the two lines of
earthworks. This zone certainly extended
to Hatvan, since the remains of a Roman
fortlet were discovered there next to the
Zagyva River. On the basis of a trumped
up title, the construction of a large
fortified base on land appropriated from
the Quadian kingdom began in 373,
which can be identified as a recently
discovered fortress construction project
from the time of Valentinian | near Gad.
From archaeological investigations into it
we know that this 450x300 meter fortress
with an oval ground plan and planned
round wall towers was never completed,
its construction came to a halt at the
stage of marking out the established
ground plan. The Quadi protested against
the construction of the fortress, and
then after their king was treacherously
murdered they overran the province. In
the peace negotiations following the
Romans’ military reprisals, the quick-
tempered emperor had an apoplectic fit
due to the stubborn protests of the Quadi
and died.Inthe period following the death
of Valentinian I, the imperial border forces
were put on the defensive and it was not
possible to realize his grandiose plans,
and soon afterwards the fortifications on
the left bank were abandoned as well.
This was the beginning of the process that
in the end led to the fall of the Western
Roman Empire.
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