
1 Correct any errors in these sentences. Some sentences are correct. 
a) Surely you mustn't have forgotten already! 

b) Even Paul couldn't have foreseen what was coming next  

c) Frances might not have understood what you said  

d) It was funny that she should have remembered me  

e) Harry may have won the match with a bit more effort  

f) You must have told me you had already eaten  

g) Look, there's £30 in my wallet. I shouldn't have gone to the bank after all. 

h) You mustn't have been so unkind! 

i) I couldn't have managed without you 

j) I have no idea who it was, but I suppose it would have been Ann 

2 Complete each space in the text with an appropriate modal verb. Some are negative. 
Dear Toshie, 

Thanks for sending back the book I lent you. You (1) ..................read it already! You must be the world's 

fastest reader! Hope you enjoyed it. Well, the big news is, I decided not to go to Italy to take up my job 

offer. 

Basically, moving there (2) ..................meant a lot of upheaval and frankly I couldn't face the hassle. 

Maybe I (3) .................. just gone, and been a bit more adventurous, and for sure, I've got mixed feelings 

about it, as if part of me wanted to go. Who knows, I (4) ..................met the man of my dreams! But I didn't 

také the decision lightly. I (5) ..................spent several weeks thinking about nothing else. Anyway, what's 

done is done. My other news concerns my Dad. You remember I was getting very worried because he'd 

been having dizzy spells and feeling all light-headed. Well, I (6) ..................worried - he's been diagnosed 

as suffering from low blood pressure, so he's on medication for that. The doctor said it's possible that his 

vegetarian diet (7) ..................set it off. It's a pity you weren't here! You (8) ..................been able to help 

Dad, with your interest in holistic medicine. You (9) ..................given him some of your aromatherapy 

treatments. 

Anyway, hope to see you again before too long. By the way, guess who's getting married in June? Brenda! 

I (10) ..................known it would be her! It's typical; that girl has all the luck! 

Bye! 

Love from, Sue 

3 Put each verb in brackets into an appropriate verb form. 
b) It's high time you (start) working seriously. 

c) I wish I (spend) more time swimming last summer. 

d) Helen is bossy. She acts as if she (own) the place. 

e) I wish you (not/keep) coming late to class. 

f) Suppose a complete stranger (leave) you a lot of money in their will! 

g) I wish I (go) to your party after all. 

h) I'd rather you (sit) next to Susan, please. 

i) The government demanded that the ambassador (be) recalled, 

j) You are lucky going to Italy. I wish I (go) with you. 

 

4 Correct the error(s) in each sentence. 
a) I'd rather you (not/watch) television while I'm reading. 

a) I wish I bought that old house. 

b) I'd rather you don't eat all the bread 

c) It's time I go 

d) I wish I own a motorbike 

e) I wish we are not leaving in the morning 

f) Sue would rather reading than watching television. 

g) Come what comes, I'll be on your side 

h) I hope it would stop raining 

i) I'd prefer if you didn't wait 

j) I wish I didn't listen to you before 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 Correct any errors in these sentences. Some sentences are correct. 
a) Surely you can´t have forgotten already! 

b) Even Paul couldn't have foreseen what was coming next  

c) Frances might not have understood what you said  

d) It was funny that she should have remembered me  

e) Harry could/might have won the match with a bit more effort  

f) You should/could have told me you had already eaten  

g) Look, there's £30 in my wallet. I need not have gone to the bank after all. 

h) You should not have been so unkind! 

i) I couldn't have managed without you 

j) I have no idea who it was, but I suppose it could/might have been Ann 

2 Complete each space in the text with an appropriate modal verb. Some are negative. 
Dear Toshie, 

Thanks for sending back the book I lent you. You (1) .can´t have......read it already! You must be the 

world's fastest reader! Hope you enjoyed it. Well, the big news is, I decided not to go to Italy to take up my 

job offer. 

Basically, moving there (2) .would have.....meant a lot of upheaval and frankly I couldn't face the hassle. 

Maybe I (3) ..should have... just gone, and been a bit more adventurous, and for sure, I've got mixed 

feelings about it, as if part of me wanted to go. Who knows, I (4) ...might/could have..met the man of my 

dreams! But I didn't take the decision lightly. I (5) ...must have...spent several weeks thinking about 

nothing else. Anyway, what's done is done. My other news concerns my Dad. You remember I was getting 

very worried because he'd been having dizzy spells and feeling all light-headed. Well, I (6) ..need not 

have.worried - he's been diagnosed as suffering from low blood pressure, so he's on medication for that. 

The doctor said it's possible that his vegetarian diet (7) ..might/may/could have....set it off. It's a pity you 

weren't here! You (8) ....might have...been able to help Dad, with your interest in holistic medicine. You (9) 

..could have..given him some of your aromatherapy treatments. 

Anyway, hope to see you again before too long. By the way, guess who's getting married in June? Brenda! 

I (10) ..might/should have..known it would be her! It's typical; that girl has all the luck! 

Bye! 

Love from, Sue 

3 Put each verb in brackets into an appropriate verb form. 
a) I'd rather you didn´t watch television while I'm reading. 

b) It's high time you started working seriously. 

c) I wish I had spent more time swimming last summer. 

d) Helen is bossy. She acts as if she owned/owns the place. 

e) I wish you did/would not keep coming late to class. 

f) Suppose a complete stranger left you a lot of money in their will! 

g) I wish I had (not) gone to your party after all. 

h) I'd rather you sat/didn´t sit next to Susan, please. 

i) The government demanded that the ambassador (should) be recalled, 

j) You are lucky going to Italy. I wish I was/were going/could go with you. 

 

4 Correct the error(s) in each sentence. 
a) I wish I had bought that old house. 

b) I'd rather you don't didn´t eat all the bread 

c) It's time I go went 

d) I wish I owned a motorbike 

e) I wish we are were not leaving in the morning 

f) Sue would rather reading than watching television. 

g) Come what comes may, I'll be on your side 

h) I wish it would stop raining. I hope it would will stop/stops raining./   

i) I'd prefer it if you didn't wait. I´d prefer you not to wait/ I´d rather you didn´t wait.  

j) I wish I didn't hadn´t listened to you before 



 

4 Choose the sentence A or B that is closest in meaning to the 
sentence given. 
a) It's possible that we'll know the answers tomorrow. ...A.,... 

A We may know the answers tomorrow. 

B We should know the answers tomorrow. 

 

b) I don't think you should ring him now. It's rather late 

A You might not ring him now. It's rather late. 

B You'd better not ring him now. It's rather late. 

 

c) You needn't come if you don't want to 

A You won't come if you don't want to. 

B You don't have to come if you don't want to. 

 

d) I think it's wrong for you to work so hard 

A You don't have to work so hard. 

B You shouldn't work so hard. 

 

e) Perhaps these are the keys 

A These might be the keys. 

B These must be the keys. 

 

f) It would be wrong for us to lock the cat in the house for a week 

A We'd better not lock the cat in the house for a week. 

B We can't lock the cat in the house for a week, 

 

g) It´s possible that the decision will be announced next week 

A The decision might be announced next week. 

B The decision will be announced next week, 

 

h) Although I try hard, I can never solve The Times' crossword 

A Try as I may, I can never solve 'The Times' crossword. 

B Try as I can, I may never solve 'The Times' crossword. 

 

i) I know. Why don't we go out to eat instead? 

A I know. We must go out to eat instead. 

B I know. We could go out to eat instead. 


