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THE BLOOMSBURY 

GROUP 



PERSONAL AND COLLECTIVE GEOGRAPHIES 

• European modernist hotspots of the first half of the 20th century: 

Paris 

London 

Berlin 
Munich 

Prague 

Vienna 

Moscow 



PARIS 

• Fine Arts: (among others) 

Impressionists, Fauvists, Cubists, 

etc. 

• Literature: The Left Bank community 

& The Lost Generation 

















BERLIN 

• Fritz Lang‘s circle & 

• The 30s poets 

A still from Lang‘s  Metropolis 

(1927) 







PRAGUE 

Rossler 



                                     FUNKE 



MOSCOW 

Russian Futurists, Constractivists and Suprematists 



LIUBOV POPOVA 





                                MALEVICH 



LONDON 



 



THE ROOTS OF THE BLOOMSBURY GROUP 

The four Stephen Siblings: Adrian, Thoby, Vanessa and Virginia 



JULIA PRINSEP STEPHEN, FORMERLY 

DUCKWORTH (1846 – 1895) 

 



LESLIE STEPHEN (1832 – 1904) 



51 GORDON SQUARE, BLOOMSBURY 



 







THE BLOOMSBURY GROUP  TIMELINE 

• 1904-1914: „Old Bloomsbury“ 

 

• 1914-1919: Conscientious Objectors, Garsington, 

Charleston Farm House and Monks House 

 

• 1920-1941: Fruitful years; „Us old and them new“; 

1930s decline; deaths 



TIMELINE 
• 1900s 

• 1904 

• Vanessa Stephen (Bell) moves to Gordon Square, Bloomsbury with her brothers 

and sister.  

 

• 1905 

• ‘Friday Club’ founded by Vanessa Bell. With the literary ‘Thursday Evenings’ organised by 

her brother Thoby, these groups formed the origins of the Bloomsbury Group.  

 

• 1906 

• Duncan Grant spends a year in Paris studying at La Palette, the art school run by Jacques-

Emile Blanche.  

 

• 1907 

• Vanessa marries Clive Bell.  

 



• 1910s 
• 1910 

•     Roger Fry meets Vanessa and Clive Bell. 

•     Manet and the Post-Impressionists exhibition at Grafton Galleries, organised by Roger Fry.  

 

• 1911 

 

•     Borough Polytechnic Murals. 

•     Vanessa Bell and Roger Fry become lovers.  

 

• 1912 

 

•     Second Post-Impressionist Exhibition, organised by Roger Fry opens at Grafton Galleries.  

 

• 1913 

 

•     Opening of the Omega Workshops.  

 

 



THE DREADNAUGHT HOAX 

Virginia Stephen  



• 1914 

 

•     Beginning of relationship between Vanessa Bell and Duncan Grant.  

• 1915 

   Virginia Woolf publishes her first novel, The Voyage Out 

 

• 1916 

 

•     Vanessa Bell moves with her family to Charleston farmhouse.  

 

• 1917 

 

•     Hogarth Press founded by Leonard and Virginia Woolf.  

 

• 1919 

 

•     Omega Workshops closes. Meynard Keynes publishes Consequences of the Peace 

 



• 1920s 

• 1920 

 

•     Roger Fry’s important collection of essays and articles Vision and Design published. 

•     Duncan Grant’s first solo exhibition at the Carfax Gallery.  

 

• 1922 

•     Woolf publishes Jacob‘s Room, her first experimental – cubist – novel. 

•     Vanessa Bell’s first solo exhibition at the Independent Gallery.  

• 1925 

•      Mrs Dalloway is published, Woolf‘s most important novel to date  

• 1926 

 

•     London Artists Association founded. First exhibition held.  

 





• 1930s 

• 1934 

•     Death of Roger Fry.  

• 1937 

•     Woolf publishes The Years (her only „best-seller“ during her life; the term itself was a new thing) 

•     Vanessa’s son Julian Bell is killed in the Spanish Civil War. 

 

• 1940s 

• 1940 

•     Berwick Church commission.  

 

• 1941 

•     Death of Virginia Woolf.  

 

 

• 1942 

•     David ‘Bunny’ Garnett marries Angelica Bell. 

 



KEY MEMBERS 



VANESSA BELL  

(NÉE STEPHEN; 30 MAY 1879 – 7 APRIL 1961) 



ARTHUR CLIVE HEWARD BELL 

 (16 SEPTEMBER 1881 – 18 SEPTEMBER 1964)  



ROGER ELIOT FRY  

(14 DECEMBER 1866 – 9 SEPTEMBER 1934) 



ADELINE VIRGINIA WOOLF  

(NÉE STEPHEN; 25 JANUARY 1882 – 28 MARCH 

1941) 







DUNCAN JAMES CORROWR GRANT 

 (21 JANUARY 1885 – 8 MAY 1978) 



GILES LYTTON STRACHEY  

( 1 MARCH 1880 – 21 JANUARY 1932) 



JOHN MAYNARD KEYNES, 1ST BARON KEYNES 

(5 JUNE 1883 – 21 APRIL 1946) 



EDWARD MORGAN FORSTER  

(1 JANUARY 1879 – 7 JUNE 1970) 



THE HOGARTH PRESS 



BLOOMSBURY IN THE 

MEDIA/TRIVIA 

Carrington (1995), focused on the painter Dora 

Carrington and her relationship with Lytton 

Strachey 

The Hours (2002), based on a novel by Michael 

Cunnigham, who borrowed Woolf‘s working title for 

Mrs Dalloway – The Hours 



Life in Squares (2015), the most recent  visual 

take on the lives of the Bloomsbury group 

members. A  tripartite BBC2 mini-series, focusing 

mostly on Vanessa Bell and Duncan Grant, 

featuring Virginia Woolf in a supporting role 



NOTE ON THE SOURCES 

• The photographs/pictures and textual material presented here is for educational purposes 

only. All the rights belong to their respective owners. 

 

• The Bloomsbury timeline was adapted from the Tate Museum website and used for its 

brevity and relevance. The original timeline can be accessed here. 

 

• Excerpts about the Bloomsbury “Thursday Evenings“ was taken from Virginia Woolf‘s 

memoir  “Old Bloomsbury“, published posthumously in Moments of Being (1985), Woolf‘s 

autobiographical writings edited by Jeanne Schulkind. 

 

 

http://www.tate.org.uk/learn/online-resources/bloomsbury-group/introduction/timeline

