The Buildings and the Images of
the Imperial Cult

V Aphrodisias — Sebasteion



Aphrodisias

- south-western Asia Minor, the Maeander
river basin, province Caria, 150 kilometers
from the Aegean Sea

- it is situated at the center of the valley

- the principal natural resources

- the site has been know since the 18t
century

- free and autonomous city within the Roman
province of Asia

- relative isolation from the main roads

'\./'Lw_'_,_-'“

- 21 ~ I g
1A A TN ] =) o
\‘33'5" lﬂar;?\;";./."-['\ A
o =
e
-
rd
- {
P |
b ! i
{ \ s
S BN A
Amorium [l W =t }
/ \ il SR
— . Blaundos
Sardis ® ')
. — : f
P & Pisidian Antfioch 1
Rl / {
ati » I; o, Akoren A
i . ¥
Aphrodisias™ < ] - g
T s \ Anazarbos | -
' ] j O Edessa
“ | A ( > e
_—H_i;gj‘d\ { } L i - v _// -!
b Y i -,
L ‘\JKJM . 5 /\/,:} )
o F g
5’7 Seleucia A
5 /
T/.F Anemurium {
Y !
- L
\fﬁ 3
{
%" 28° 30° 32° 34° 36° 38° e ~__ 42" Oy @
=—%T [ 5 HogioSophiaMamm Black Sea 4 iy
D Ratara Beach
BULGARIA 2 GrandBazacr{ the warlds largest covered market) GEORGIA 42°
2 Sultan Ahmed Mosque (Bhre Mosque) )
"Leg ndary wells nnmy o o-Sinop
el L —= Inebold e L e
\rne( artin e New Silk Ho Al .,
’ OK\rkIaleM O Samsun Artvin AR ST
‘ fﬂ]aSeﬁmiyeMosque B“P““’ Zonguldakg Hastamony e ) Trabzon Lo & éj b 3 T
Mcsm-r cé Strait o o OG\rEsun o o Rize s rdahan E
lsmbul Karabiik Ordu ; P L K: } G
{Tekirdag Adapazari D“KE i ars O/ ARMENIA 1y
GRE_EEE‘ K‘o(aell p C, Amasya o *4( e M o-unt a 1
/parkdyo, Mﬂrmm BolU . Cankiri O % Cai Sumela Monaster|  BAYPUIT ;. Horasan -
e §ea Yalova Corum DTukat al 7 S = = S
d .O = = a Sa]mr)‘n E+ Kirikkale p Erzincan Frnsaid ot gri
29215 Ocanakkale | BUrsE S © Tei ,
N Eskigehir ANKARA SYozgat o e
Lo} i E Tunceli Binasl -
- Balikesir 0 Kiitahya Kirgehir e g 9 . Mount Nemrut;
B Bergama 15 ; Elazig £ty Take! )
\sua®d Gbreme Fairy Chimneys SRavsen o Muges LY 0 7 IRAN
Manisa / 5oy Goreme NationalPark _ o P - ) : g 4
lzrm 0 G,diz}lelﬂr!OU§ak O Lﬁ,’f o ONEVEBhif in sMaIa‘ya Diyarbakir Osiir; 38
ey Ak: i - e <]
EuhesusMuseum Pamukkale sarzy; DN'Qde n t (R Batman
Aphrodisias: Ok oY & jdyamen
38 A o Dlspana onye _ | Kahfamanmarag Mardmc
Library of Celsus' - Aydin @gnizli (e Thediiv: [ 0 3P Osmaniye ® ‘ n' 2 =
BodrumyBodrum Castle.  (+)oMudla  Antalya, Glé 0 %5 Mersin gt Gaziantep,— 5an urfay. -
¢ e va ) Karaman o_tAdana S C ,_
: A3 . N, 36°
GREECE %5 — %L inoFethv Anamur Q. Oyt 1
; i Wallin Geyikbayiri -~ © Silifke Hatay
0 j LEGEND
— Gounry Boundary
. SYRIA Major Road
Mediterranean o It Rl'a;:rr 0ar
Sea e o warcy
CYPRUS i IRAQ | 5 onarcy
3 g 4 seaport
LEBANOfI e | B comycama
Copyright & 2012-13 www mapsofworid com T L | ey Awrport
34° {Created on 8t November; 2012y g b SlMiles ©  Point of nterest
26° 28° 30° 32° 34° _36° 38° a0° a2° Late




APHRODISIAS @
0 500
[ — —

-orthogonal planning
-medium-sized city

Greek features
Roman features

- some of the buildings do not fit the regular grid
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Chronology of the city’s evolution:

a)Earliest occupation

b) Small settlement (1200 BC — 2" century BC)

c) Hellenistic and Augustan (2" century BC — late 15t century BC)
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d) Early imperial (1t century AD)

e) High imperial (100 - 300 AD)
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f) Late Antiquity (300 — 600 AD)




Excavations:
- the site has been know since the 18t century
- systematic research: New York University — Kenan Erim, 1961 - 1990

- 60s -90s
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- dedicated to the emperor, Livia, Theoi Sebastoi and Demos (worship of Aphrodite and the
emperors of the Julio-Claudian dynasty)




Excavations:
1979 - a surprising discovery
a) Series of rooms
b) Panel reliefs
c) Paved courtyard
1980 - further excavations — southern portico
1981 - a full length documented, monumental entrance
- 4t century AD
1982 - the most intense and richest for findings
- a close study of the propylon
- rotunda closely

Following 10 years — not such a dynamic research, but systematic excavating and evaluating



90s - publication and minor field work
- understanding the situation in the Byzantine

Early 215 century

- overall understanding of the situation in the site and its function, excavations in the area of
the temple (podium, fragments of two acroteria)




Characteristics:

- consists of 4 buildings

- a combination of Greek and Roman elements in architecture
a) Greek ' '
b) Roman
c) Novum

- unique sculptural decoration, more than 90 panel reliefs documented (assumed number is
about 190)




Propylon
- a monumental, two-storey column entrance
gate, aediculated facade

Statues of an imperial family and their ancestors
(also mythical to claim their powers)

- 10 bases with inscriptions

- 4 bases with inscriptions and fragments of
statues

- 1 statue and its base




Porticoes
- southern and northern porticoes
divided to rooms with the width of 3 intercolumnari

- Doric, lonic, Corinthian style
- 190 sculptural reliefs (90 preserved and documented)
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Northern portico
- less preserved
- pieces come from its both ends

Southern portico
- collapsed in late antiquity — a lot of
material found

- panels: not evenly wide

Eastern part of the complex

- the worst preserved part
- only a ground plan documented
- a roman style

Panels: mythological, allegorical,
imperial context




Sculptural Decoration in Sebasteion
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There are two different kinds of sculptural decoration
in Sebasteion:
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Panel Reliefs:
1. Mythological reliefs

Imperial reliefs

Traditional gods

Series of personified nations (Ethné)
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Universal allegories

Individual Statues:

1. Statues (or fragments) and bases - 5
2. Bases (only) — 10




Julio-Claudian Family Tree

Graius Julius Caesar

son/daughter

: adapted san

maTTiage

————— Marcia, from the Regii

Gaius Marius Julia Caesaris

Giatus Julius Caesar

| 1

Sextus Julius Caesar

Calpurnia

Pompeia Sulla

Julia Cacsaris  —_ Marcus Atius Balbus

Cornelia Cinna L Giatus JULIUS CAESAR

{nacus Pompeus

{Pompey) 3 Julia Cacsaris

Giatus Julius Caesar
Octavianus AUGUSTUS
{Gaius Octavius)

Emp 2701440

Seribonia

7

Claudius Marcellus

Graius Octavius Atia
1
C. Clandius Marcellus : Octavia e
Livia Drrusilla Tiberius
5 5 Augusta Claudius Nero

Emp, emperar
Diict, dictator
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Iarcus Antonius
(Mark Antony)

' . 1 H :
Marcus Vipsanius - Julia Caesaris  ———————  TIBERIUS Claudius Nero —— Vipsania  Drusus — lAntonia
Agrippa 2 i = Emp 14.37 AD
f = Sle :
I Drusus _l_ Julia Livilla
Pﬂﬁi . Lucius E'acsa:l Gaius Caesar | }
Tiberius Livia
Julia Caesaris Gemellus Julia
Agrippina aniens = = Tiherius CLAUDIUS MNera — Messalina
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Julia Drusilla



Statues

Bases and statue (fragments):
Livia

Lucius Caesar

Drusus Caesar

Aemilia Lepida

Agrippina Maior
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Bases:

Gaius Caesar

Aeneas

Aphrodite

Germanicus Caesar
Marcus Lepidus
Antonia Augusta
Tiberius Claudius Drusus
Agrippina Minor

. Julia

10. Atia (Augustus’ mother)
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Bases and statue (fragments):

Livia

Lucius Caesar




ippina Maior

Agr

Aemilia Lepida

Drusus Caesar
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Imperial prince as Dioskouros




—
.
Ao
2
—
—
(o0]
o
.c
b=
-
(9}
(1]
(7]
(%)
(7]
()
-
Q.
£
Ll




e S Unfinished Imperator (Tiberius)
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Claudius w'_iith allegories of I'_.iand and Sea




Claudius and Agrippina




Nero and Agrippina

Stuttgart type
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Nero and Armenia




- the reconstruction of position (between the panels with Claudius and Britannia and Nero and
Armenia) has two reasons



Composition

- the two reliefs
complementing each
other

- they show crowning
of male and female
figure

- the portraits are
highly idealized, but
it is very likely that
the couple represents
Augustus and Livia,
even though the
position is not so
close
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Emperor and Roman people

Aphrodite and Rome



