Chapter 11

Connected speech

Ft.1 Accent

Connected speech, i.e. an utterance consisti

ii?a}:?;ess (ﬁc g?centuation that are in manytﬂiyzf:;:ﬁ;aiz?eﬂnﬁ "

- e i.lusé f?o;; \&flo;ds. nge parts ‘of the connected utteran.ce“)v\;vt}il .

Solysstiabi delr environment, in the same way that certai g

speech differs ff‘orzrilrft:é:to EZ I;I‘glr;sl;;fbtihan O‘Lge“;- e conbuation

e - : ¢ words because accenti

alrae eI';:rlz C;lss I;l;:;gn;mec}i i.argely l')y 11‘1eaning in context. Nevertl?éizss o

are predss typica]}l/ t eir function in the language to be accented. Th :

o e ypics ytmam_ verbs, adverbs, nouns, adjectives and demig

preposm(;ns o categories f’f words, such as auxiliary verbs, ¢

preposition ) c}; ouns, rela_tlve pronouns and articles (gramma’ticaf

P ords) are more likely to be unaccented, although th
Th};tl(;lllall){ accented if the meaning requires it. ’ S

e ® neaﬁlnighoi any utterance is largely conditioned by the sitna

e placomen b oceurs. So freeidom of accentual patterning and ¢

by e e L1 teh primary accent is a'lways curtailed by the constraints.

s onte c..onve € case of an opening remark, or when a new topi .

rodced by ey t:sgtlon, there is very limited scope for variation of

T, 1 oo tOat ;ion. Rather more accentual freedom is possible in resper

miaht b t0 e steitement Sh'e came last werk, an incredulous rea

ey Do ‘113) ! e:'tn L4ST week? (i.e. ‘Wasn’t it the week before that

bast H'.ke?. t.he ren1 you mean last month?’); or, in response to What

e ofthe- ;ain) Orz} ty RAr? Al;ght be It rained every par (emphasising the contimi

On the other hand much lIEeDs:vz?(;j iy! fWhe{'e Fhe f?Ct Volbrid A e

dialogue (potential accents marked gyu?:al::fi?;z;l.on 's possible in the follov

Did you have a good roripar?
Yis, very good
Was the wearser all vight?

Connected:s

crst part, but for the REST of the time it was preite siep,
Ives though. We had the Car, so we were able 16 do's
to go on the BEACH. o

Sor the |
5 OUrSE
G, when it was t00 WET

sually unaccented (as noted above) and when unaccented
duced vowels, e.g. can in /kon ju: “kam/.! But most function
sition keep a full vowel even when unaccented, e.g. can as in
exical words usually retain their full vowel value even
We left the case in the hall, left, case and hall will

full vowel wherever primary and secondary accents are placed.
ane word in an utferance may receive a primary accent. A slow
| style of speaking often exhibits a proliferation of primary accents;
‘or rapid delivery is likely to show fewer primary accents. In
satjonal style, the number of syllables

1 dialogue in a normal conver
owels (or syllabic consonants) tends to exceed the number of those

inent by an accent or by the presence of a full vowel.

ds are u

ontaid 1€
-

_onosyiiabic !
<d positions, e.g. it

ninence, accent and rhythm
iation over the last seventy years
1} explain English rhythm;® by such a
itressed’ syllables (including primary and secondary accents and other
o made prominent by ‘stress”® alone) govern the rhythm of English
©an equal amount of time being said to be taken between each
ssed syllables and between the last stressed syllable and the end of the

escriptions of English pronunc
f “stress-timing’ is invoked to

time for theirfholiday

:’i‘hey couldn’t have|chosen ajbetter
H ° o D ol B o o |@o o

ow such timing instrumentally have been unsuccessful,’

such groups are often clearly far from 1SOCHRONOUS (i.€. equal in duration).

‘example, in the above example the group containing the two-syltabled word
efter will be shorter than the three-syllabled groups couldn' have and chosen

though probably not in the ratio 2:3), while the group time for their {also

taining three syllables) will be longer than all three if a full vowel is used
n the word their.

The occurrence of full vowe
nore usefully than any notion of sir
bove, there is ofien difficulty in
ot, when no pitch accent is present.
bove as showing stress). For rhythmical purposes

ever, all attempts to sh

Is® generally predicts the rhythm of English rather
ess (besides variation of the type exemplified
deciding whether a syllable is ‘stressed’ or
Some might judge the full vowel on their
the reduced vowels are /o/,
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1/ (/i is regarded as a variant of / '

. /) and /u/ (/u/ is re :
when they occur }mthout a pitch accent; all other vﬁ\a;vrgled .
vowels. Thel one simple rule of English rhythm is the sogr
a sgﬂable w1t}} greduced vowel ‘borrows time’ from any immaed;
i}éwzizilie dcon’ﬁng}ng a full vowel. By the predictions of the Bofr(ilate
\ ed syllables each take approxi o .
B ractice el 1 somewhili ‘ f);leriaetglg atrl;1 equal amount of tig; “Fias a reduced vowel and is hence short. Syllables 2 and 3 have full -
the consonants i the solabiey. Bk syuab]eyc G; 1_ni?ate length of - ‘are long. Syllable 4 has a full vowel but is shortened from long
§horter o by the Do Tl s ﬁlll-vowc:ﬁ aclimnlg a red.uc_ed Vowe Syllable 5 with a reduced vowel borrows time from it. Syllables 6 and
immediately Tollowod by 8 sollble mih & reduci y sgfoiib;e is 1tseif-_s G the short time of syllables with reduced vowels. Finally Syllable 8
- ;Il"ilues t(:rpterczliti.on }c;f rhythm based on full-vowel timing aild the Bo .:vowe} e lone

ated In the following examples where a fyl
1
between the syllables which are numbered and gEosseil(;}; If??ks]?ﬂ;
= Fn

R (= Reduced Vowel). Syllables with f
vowels are short. ). Syllables with full vowels are long; those w

ok blue pattern is the best

..k bluz patn 1z 8 best/
-3 4567 8

F FRRR F

§ are ¢ i
ROWING RUL

tds (both monosyllables and polysyllables) generally retain their full
connected speech and hence have a level of prominence above that of syl-
reduced vowels, even when no pitch prominence is associated with them.
v function words (pronouns, prepositions, auxiliary verbs, conjunctions,
have different patterns according to whether they are unaccented (as is
ccented (in special situations or when said in isolation). Compared
:cented (sTrRONG) forms, the unaccented weak forms of these words
tions of the length of sounds, centralisation of vowels towards /9,1,u/
lision of vowels and consonants. The following list of examples presents
st common of these words, first in their unaccented (normal) weak form
pridly in their less usual® accented strong form. More common weak forms

en first (C = any consonant, V = any vowel):

Sparrows aren’t common
/spa.ravz. amt. kom.on/
1 2 3 4 5
F F F F R

Syllables 1-3 each take a i .
pproximately an equal amount of ;
Zh(;rtened because the following Syllable 5 ‘borrows’ time ﬁ'silnn it' o
ﬂ-ﬁs tﬁ,rt;th:r takf:E appr%xﬂnateiy the same time as each of Syllables )1 3
n analysis based on stress timing: there wo ch
) . : uld be pitch ae
/spa-/ and on /kom-/ which would count as thythmical stresseis)'] Slllle.ac

stress groups reckoned to be e in ti
, qual in time would thus be /s
ﬁ%ﬂgt«irgn\:ig;crhf seegls egceedingly counter-intuitive. Altemati\?:f;agtf.a g;mccented J;Ic/cented
a:nt/ {o be stressed, in which case the thre . o
’ e equal
:: n:z::;;ei t;; be /spa.r'aoz/, famt/ and /kpm.on/; this seemsqto c%a;isr fram, o :{n/ ,;am//
longer than :1:1 er Eut still leaves the two-syllabled /spa.rouz/ soundis /gn’ g d, nd/ !and/
e other two groups. Here are some further examples: - ém; 7“.’ /1,1, -, oné, & /an. /
: _ ni eni
Sparrows are plentiful (e.g. Got any money? /got ni ‘mani/)
/s;lJa.rauz.a: plen.tr.ful/ 1o/ fay/
2 3 4 56 foz, z/ faz/
F F F F RR fat/ fat/
i/ it/
In thj
Is example Syllables 1-3 are equal but Syllable 4 is shortened: be jzﬂ(?ﬂ, fbakor, fae/ ;E{knfﬂ
D! m im

Syllable 5 i oo
ec};uai J; J;‘i;‘""o“f;ﬁﬁj{{;’“; ‘t?; 1‘% Sy”ai’les 4and 5 are together approx C + /bat/, V + /bt/ + V. /bat/
e / i -3. But only one syllab} i ;
Svyllabl " ylable can borrow tim
b))// sire:s63§;§iig: addlt(l;:ir}gl short amount. This is unlike the timing pre S g -Ii: ?1{(;3{’, Y/ -i-l- {’l;g’; i;({ilclll:’
use additional reduced svll ; y
no effect on syllables before it. syllable(s) after the first one o (aux.) /do/ + C, /dw, du/+ V  /duy
(e.g. do that /de dat/, do it fdwit!)
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(e.g. What’s he do? /wots it “duy,
When's he arrive? fwenz i1 o'raiv/)

/fram, fimp, fin/ C + /wad, ad/, V +/d/

{e.g. The man from the . . . /> man fip 8o/

(e.g. what he'd done, what John had done) fjorself, jo'selvz/
/haz, az, z, 8/ J )

(e.g. What's he got, When's he got time?)

rself, yourselves

(e.g. What've you done, I've done ir)

y wasnt, we

/he’self, ar’self, o self/

. /im’ self, 12" self/
(he did it himself i did 1t 12’ self/)

(e.g. it’s not /its "not, he'’s coming /hiiz "kammy/)
/dzas, dgast/

be. can, could, do, does, had, has,

(e.g. one of my. .. /'wAn o mar/)

C + /fod/, V + /fd/

some (adj.y

that (conj. and rel. pron.)'”

81/ + V1 do/ + C
/dam, Om, om, m, m/
(e.g. Tell them to do it /tel am ta “dur 1t/)

/Bem’selvz/
g1/ (rare) -

there (indef. adv.)"

(e.g. There were lots of them /35 wa “lots o dam/
to (and into, onto, unto)

fwiif
fway/
/huy/
fwil/
wud/
fuy/

fjor, oo/
{joi"self, jor'selvz/

common uses of reduced forms involve auxiliary verb plus not.
plus not are shown, for example, in the combinations ke, she, it
dwe, you, they + aren’t (note also the question form arent I7 /" amnt av/);
rent, cant /kaint/, couldnt [kadnt/, doesnt, don't /doont/
/dav'nau, do'nav/, hasn't, haven't, shant o/, shouldnt
on 't fwaont/, wouldn t / wadnt/. Additionally a final /t/ may be lost before
beginning with a vowel (sometimes with assimilation), e.g. fkam i/,
aisl, /wouy " gauy.
ced forms in pronoun plus auxiliary combinations are shown in I'm, hes,
isive fwial, you're fjor/, they re /dei/ and all subject pronouns plus will,
have, had, e.g. /witl/, fjud/, /8erv/, plus sequences like you would have
v/, Note also the question forms: do you idgut/ or /dga/, don't you I dsunfu/,
dicgu/, didn tyou I/ didngfu/, “would you [ wodgu/, “wouldnt you /wodntfu/.
so.the mild imperative lef us /lets/.
only weak forms which can end senfences are those of pronouns. Thus
(and those main verb forms identical to auxiliaries) such as am,
have, is, must, shall, was, were, will,
retain a strong form when they occur finally even though they are
nted, e.g. Who's got it? "I have /'at hav/; he’s not sure, but I am /hizz not

prepositions, e.g. to, from, at, for, of, apart from having a strong form
ceiving a primary accent, also keep a strong form when final and
cented, e.g. Where have they gone to? (ftul/, also Au/, but not /ta/ ), Wheres
ome from? (/from/ rather than /fram/), What are you laughing for, at? (/fo1,
hat were you thinking of? (fov/). This applies, too, when prepositions
quxiliary verbs occur finally in a thythmic group including at a ‘deletion
here the following item is understood, e.g. He looked at fat/ and solved
oblem; or people who can afford to ftui/ (= “do $0"), buy luxuries, cf.
‘who can afford to /ta/ buy hoouries, do so.
e function words, not normally possessing an alternative weak form for
nted occurrences, may show such reductions in rapid or casual speech,
io/} don't know; I go by (/ba/) bus; Do you know my {/ma/) brother?; for
or (/nal) money; two or (/3/) three; ever so (/sal) many; Scotland or (fo1/)
lond. These weak forms are often common only in a limited number of
ses, e.g. Whai are you doing? /wot o ja “dum/ or even /woffa *dum/; and, in
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emphasis or contrast and in final positions). The reduction to faf
words will not automatically follow from the teaching of riiythm. Even
 Tearmers often do not use as many weak forms as native speakers.

the case of or, particularly occur in linking two numb i =
In the case of the disyllables any, many, agqualitative ;zl;f;;:: -
on the first syllable, i.e. /eni, meni/, but fully reduced unaccenftnayb
?Je heard following a vowel in rapid speech, e.g. Havez any mor e f
moy }Q\m/; How many do you want? /hav mni dzu “wont/. Otheer g
function words normally retain their strong vowels in unaccented mop
on, when, then, one, between, but again, although rather less conunpﬂsmgj
vowel forms may be heard in rapid speech, especially when the wogcilﬂ'ys':
toﬂrfi str'c:ingl}c; accented syllable, e.g. What on (fan/ or /) earth!: ;Vh;iig
ally sai ; ] ‘ y |
o yc;r; ;:;?z Zh.en (/8on/) after a time; One (fwan/) always hopes;
The more rapid the speech the greater the tendency to reduction a di
.satlon.of unaccented words.'* Even monosyllabic lexical words ma Illg b
in rE}pld speech, if they occur in a relatively unaccented positiong c‘:.-'l.'
& primary accent and especially if they contain a short vowel, ¢ /a e
come back /"hizl kom bak/ and /e/ in Don't get lost /dount get,‘h.)i/ i>/ i
may therr'lse]ves be further reduced to /o/, e.g. You sit over here u sat. o
He pur it .there /hi pat it "dei/. The more prominent short vowefat:":r
only occasionally liable to reduction, e.g. /a/ in T hey all sat down ik
/det :?:I sot daun en s “flay/, /v/ in We want fo go [ wit want ta ;?/ Fi
the diphthong /eu/, with its dominant central [a] element, is readil gred =
/9/.under weak accent, e.g. You cant go with him /ju k,a:nt ge ‘3’;16 §
going fo do it /hitz gons “du: 1t/; I don’t know /a1 do nau/ (the last tw
spelt gonna and dunno in the representation of rapid speech).

16,17

ntonation

;stic manifestation of intonation is fundamental frequency (see §3.2.1)
erceived by listeners as pitch. Pitch changes in English have three
functions: (i) they signal the division of utterances It INTONATIONAL
esides pitch change, other phonetic cues often mark such bounclaries,
ular, pause, final syllable lengthening and changes in the speed with
saccented syllables are produced)—boundaries between intonational

s generally correspond syntactically with clause and major syntactic phrase
daries (see further in §11.6.1.1 below); (ii) they signal syllables with primary
condary accent, both in the citation of isolated words as already mentioned
0'1-10.2 and i the longer utterances of speech; (iii) the shape of the
roduced by pitch changes can carry various types of meaning, primarily
(i.e. establishing the links between various parts of utterances) and
al; particularly important is the pitch pattern beginning at the primary
and ending at the end of the intonational phrase-—often called the NUCLEAR
¢ should be noted that, while the variation in intonation between languages
nd between dialects of English) is not as great as that involved in segments,
etheless sufficient to cause a strong foreign accent and in some cases
misunderstanding. The intonation of GB is described in the following
_ Differences between GB and GA are relatively limited; differences
en GB and that of a number of northern British cities are considerable (see

- §11.6.3 below).

1.4 Acc!uisition of rhythm and weak forms b
native learners 4

Su‘ch little evidence as there is suggests that some children often start o
using the strong forms of function words. They also tend toWards a cé‘n‘
length for each syllable and do not apply the Borrowing Rule (see §11.2 b
or, in more traditional terms, they have a syllable-timed rhyt -

I The forms of intonation'®

4.1.1 Intonational phrases

boundaries between intonational phrases may be indicated by a combination
ternal and external factors. Most obvious among the external ones is pause:
fie following example pauses can occur at the points where boundaries are
dicated by / (we omit standard punctuation marks but continue to use capitals

the beginning of sentences):

I'1.5 Rhythm and weak forms—advice to foreign learn

Rh}}:ﬂn;llical s_hoﬂenmg of full .vowels occurring before /2,1/ should be attended &
Zuc shortenings can be practised in pairs like short vs shorter, lead vs lea
usJ Vs &:uses, wet vs§ wen‘e.d, John vs Jolm looked ill, one vs one Jor tea, Jol
;fti 1.olm Sll gobertlc. Those with a syllable-timed L1 like Cantonese, French H
1an, Spanish and Bantu Iancuages. must i i tention fo- St
chorionin guages, give particular attention to-su
N Learr;{ers who aim at a native English accent (British or American) must leari
e We?l forms of function words and regard them as the regular pronunciatiér'i
using the strong forms only on those limited occasions where they are used (..'.

In the past five years / the way that services are delivered to the public /
from both state enterprises / and private companies / has changed almost
out of recognition / If we wish to make an enquiry by telephone / we have
to choose between a number of options / and then between a further series
of options / and so on / Even after this series of choices / we may have to
listen to canned music / for a short time / or a long time / or a very long




278 Words and connected speech

time / So we may ring off and try the internet / and look upa
website / only to be told / that if we want more informati

on [l
ring the number we have already tried.

syllables and to full and reduced vowels). A boundary can also be mark,
increase in the speed of unaccented syllables following the bounda'r'y'
example, the intonational phrase beginnings and then be- and that iFw

to be pronounced very rapidly and hence such syllables are also very
involve reduced vowels. These cues to boundaties of intonational pht
not unambiguous: pause and final syllable lengthening may also ba:
hesitations, for example when a speaker has a word-finding difficulty (s
below). The ‘external’ cues to boundaries are supported by internal :fass
particular (i) if one of the pitch patterns associated with a nuclear tone
pleted at a certain point this in itself may indicate a boundary (see:§1t
below) and (ii) a jump up in the pitch height of unaccented syMables wilt:
ally only occur at boundaries. Thus the syllables So we may above ar

likely to be said at a rapid tempo but will be said at a higher level than'
of the preceding very long time. This is part of the tendency for intg
phrases to be susceptible to a pecLNaTiON effect, i.e. to decline in pit
their beginning to their end, so that what are felt to be low-pitched syl
the beginning of an intonational phrase will in fact be higher than low
syllables at the end.

p
ihe

11.6.1.2 Primary accents

The pronunciation of single words and of longer intonational phrases a
described in terms of an obligatory PRIMARY aCCENT and an optional s&c
ACCENT. The realisation of primary accent has already been discussed in

relation to single words. There it was stated that the final pitch accent in
is usually the most prominent (and hence is referred to as the primary:
while a pitch accent on an earlier syllable is referred to as a secondary accent
same sequence of secondary accents and primary accents applies to intonat
phrases. The final pitch accent identifies the syllable which is called the Nt
and begins one of a number of pitch patterns known as NUCLEAR TONES. .

1'1.6.1.3 Types of nuclear tone

(1) Falling muclear tones (" }—A falling glide may start from the highest:
of the speaking voice and fall to the lTowest pitch, marked ° (a HIGH FAL
from a mid pitch to the lowest pitch, marked _ (a Low FALL). Where: th
are high syllables before the primary accent, a high fall will involve a ste

e
"-'pl'ace
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ow fall a step-down. The falling glide is most perceptible when it
on a syllable containing a long vowel! or diphthong or a sonorant
1r,w,i/) ('indicates a high-level secondary accent—sec §11.6.14

,IJ’19
W), €8
Often, as an alternative to pause, speakers may lengthen the final syllak
the boundary: in the picce above, for example, years, -ic, -ses, -nig ® o o @\
may be lengthened (such lengthening can apply both to accented and v 0\ o L s @ )

*No. He 'couldn't be seen. He was running.

a fall occurs on a syllable containing a short vowel followed by a

iceless consonant (especially the plosives /p,Lk/), the glide is often trun-
2d and so rapid that it is not easily perceptible, e.g.

00-0\ @os.\

'What have you “got? 'What have you got?

syllables, collectively called the TAL, follow the nucleus, the fall may

spread over a relatively high pitch on the nuclear syllable and low pitches

syllables of the tail, e.g.

@
O o ' ? ® e O
I'd for “gotten It was yesterday

ng nuclear tones (' )—Rising glides may extenc-i from. lovs_f tg mid, or

Jow or mid to high. When the rise ends at a high point, it is marked
(a HIGH RISE);, when it ends at a mid point, it is marked by |, {(a Low RlSEl).
Rising glides are more ecasily perceptible when they occur on a syllable
ntaining a long vowel or diphthong or a sonorant, €.8.

o o ¢ . 0@

No. 'Can you “come? He's not ill.

#

When a rise occurs on short syllables, particularly Where the quel is
followed by a voiceless consonant (especially the plosives /p,tk/}), it must
ﬁecessarily be accomplished much more rapidly, e.g.

@
B o

‘Can she “cook?
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With a tail, the rise is achieved b
L : v means of a lower nigehs
syllable with an ascending scale on the following sylllrazllt:h :
5

T ———
Is it raining? 'Are you ‘comfortable?

When the tail is a long one, the ascendi
! \ ending sequence of syllab
may be interrupted by a middle level plateau before a ﬁ);al Ii;swo d
ar

] ° OOO

e & §°
Are you ‘going to London tomorrow?

(3) Falling-rising nuclear tones { 7
s . FALL-RISE) (}—The fall and rise
ﬁntfl:ld within one syllable, the glide beginning at about midrliesjerln%‘
:1; e' same _level. (or slightly above or below); in the case of a sh: i
¢ dip in pitch is made extremely rapidly, e.g. =

° 0\/ ° %

It's “true. it's “shut.

gVﬁeglunaccented.syﬂ.ables follow the nucleus, the fall occurs on the i
yllable and the rise is spread over the tail (“indicates a falling seé
accent—see the section on secondary accents in §11.6.1.4 below) e

> .\. ° ° ) o. @ 91,9‘

t W . . v
It's “raining. It's 'quite “comfortable. It's “not a “caterpil

;Xgetr;l fu%l vc')w‘el_s_occur in tails, the fall takes place on the nuclear sylk
and € rise is initiated on the last syllable carrying a full vowel. Where
all and the rise are on separate words, the fall-rise is indicate:d by a
mark followed by a rise mark (i.e. * and ). e.g. ¢

I LA ot

He “didn't “telephone. He's “educated

accente

Connected speech 28

. ..o

“John didn't come.

“You can see.

ﬁies a fall-rise is accompanied by an added initial rise, giving a Rrise-

i
o variant of the tone, e.g.

S .

L @ O
“Nothing's im possible. “You can see.

nes (rise-FaLL) ()—A fall may be reinforced by an
lised as a continuous glide on a long syllable

ng-falling miclear to
sductory rise, being rea
ich may he given extra length), e.g.

T AN A

He wasn't & lone.

Tt was raining.

a-fall on a short syllable followed by a tail may be realised as a low
d nuclear syllable followed by a fall on the tail, e.g.

&

® ] ’\ e o & O
You'd “better. 1t was “yesterday.

evel nuclear tones (")—The most common level tone is a MID LEVEL, which
a very frequent tone in intonational phrases which are non-final in a

ntence. If it occurs on a single syllable that syllable will be lengthened;

o
£ 4 tail follows the nucleus, then the unaccented syllables remain on the

ame level, e.g.

® - O.Qco
O O & O O

On my 'way to *work. On my 'way to “Manchester

6.1.4 Secondary accents
secondary accent occurs in the pre-nuclear section of an intonational phrase.
ssually involves a high-level pitch prominence, marked ['] e.g.
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Jour—Unaccented syllables occurring before a nucleus (where there

® ¢
dary accent) are normally relatively low, whether the nucleus is

@ e o
@ e QO e
I .
When do you wantit?  We waited 'tWenty mingg

on
_or a rise, €.8.

® °00°Q}

L L @ ]
There were “two of them. And when we arrived...

Mlore than_ one secondary accent may occur in the pre-nuclear pos
}mth a series of [']. To achieve prominence each succeedin
mvolves a slightly lower level, e.g.

£ secon,

@ @ conted syllables before a secondary accent are also usually said on a
° e, ® . ® . 'S vely low pitch, the accent having prominence in relation to them, e.g.
L] : .

It 'all 'went wrong. He 'didn’t 'under'stand a thi.

@ o @ - ®
) L .

‘He’s 'always late. It was 'after dinner...

A variant of high level(s) uses one or a series of glides-
than levels, e.g. s of glides-down, marke.di_

clear unaccented syllables, their weak quality remaining, are said
atively high pitch, the effect is more emphatic and animated than if they
w in pitch, particularly if they are followed by a low nuclear tone, .2,

.o‘ N\ e,

I*didn’t “want “that to happen

. - .
Gll;iesl—down of !:hls sort are more prominent than steps, : ) Qj ° e ° )
. pitch prominence (a.nd hence a secondary accent) may also be
y a step down to low pitch(es), marked [,], following initial high It is. There were nine of us.

syllables, e.g.

_ ‘as mentioned under §11.6.1.4 above, high unaccented syllables may
times be used to give pitch prominence to a low accented syllable,”

e,
@,

@ ° O O e Py
He didn’t know how to “do it.

We ,don't like that.

Son:}etimes the low-level pitch is replaced by a glide-up, marked [,
particularly common before falling nuclear tones, e.g.

; e

QO

{fter syllables with secondary accent—Unaccented syllables usually remain
n almost the same pitch as a preceding syllable with secondary accent, e.g.

H idn’t 1j k
e ~didn’t like that at “all @ g, o 'S ®-. @ o
[1.6.1.5 The pi ; i
6.1, e pitch of unaccented syllables 'All of us 'wanted to help him. 'Put it 'on the table.
Unaccented syllables, in addition to the fact that they are said very quick
usually undergo some reduction, do not normally have any pitch prom ® - .
They may occur before the first accent (primary or secondary), between ! e ® -®’

or after the last (primary) accent (the nucleu
) "Will you be 'able to come to,morrow?
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Additional prominence is often given to secondary acc.
enty

descending rather than a level series of unaccented syllabl orkers / have got a ising standard of fing.

petitive society / is defensible.
-+ industry’s profits / go in taxation.

is particularly common before a fall-rise nuclear tone, e g :
adverbials and adverbials of time and place often receive separate
1 phrases, particularly when they occur at the beginnings and ends

@
o % -
® d : "n'a”

You “can’t do it “that way.

; London / regutarly.
svernment’s got to give in / apparently / to every pressure from the City.

1y view / the argument should be / how to build a partnership / between
ublic and private sectors. :
ously / it seems to me / that the crucial issue / is . ..

(3} Post-nuclear—VUnaccented svllab ,
! . ;
a low level, e.g. yllables following a falling nucleus

bl L o 8 e

' - ® 9 o @
He's a “bachelor. There are ad ministrative diffic

_cages is it obligatory for subjects and sentence adverbials to take a
intonational phrase; but it is an option which is often taken up, particularly
subject is long or its status as a new topic is highlighted, or when the
or wishes to make an adverbial prominent.

sss common, types of structure which commonly form a separate
o'n_al'phrase are parentheticals (including vocatives and appositives) and

?Hi;tleir ei ri;ing nucleus, unaccented syllables continue (or effécr,
ilarly the rise of a falling-rising nucleus m
unaccented syllables, e.g. 7 be spread Ovef_.l.ﬁh_e

®- @ constructions, e.g.
o L] o o o S
e Qe & Wi 1 top making that noise
'Put it ' - - y/ will you please stop maxing noise.
it on the table. Its not im possible. sofessor Bull / the Head of the Department / declared his support.

ti/ this will really amaze you / actually got the highest marks.
. will be achieved by hard work / by brainpower / by interactive subtlety

and by keeping to deadlines.

] oo.oo. o‘ Q 0__'

Has h . - - v
e got a solicitor? He “doesn't “like “criticiss

_e_éﬁ'ictive relative clauses, which are of course semantically similar to
theticals, also regularly take a separate phrase, while restrictive relatives

11.6.2 The functions of intonation

e old man / who was clearly very upset / denied the charge.

11.6.2.1 Intonational phrasin
g
The man who appeared in the dock / looked very ill.

Most.commoply intonational phrases correspond with clauses. The clau
E:o;;stltute a simple sentence or it may be part of a compound or comple
a forward slash / marks the boundary between two intonational phrases),

though there are tendencies, and some obligations, in the assignment of inton-
nal phrases, there remains considerable flexibility. Where clauses are short,

jé'm_ay be combined into one group, ¢.£.

He usuafly comes at ten o’clock.

He worked hard / and passed the exam.
Because he worked hard / he passed the exam
It’s nice / isn’t it? .

“don’t think he will/

¢ subjects are often separate phrases, objects are generally not. Nevertheless
But often intonational phrases correspond with smaller syntactic constituents 1 otited object or an object in a parallel structure may be so phrased, e.g.

the clause. The subject of a clause may receive a separate intonational phi?

its own, e.g. This / you really ought to see.

ike him / but T loathe / and detest / his wife.
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some cases to having the adverb at the end of a sentence with
to divide the sentence into two intonational phrases with th
‘separate phrase on its own, €.g.

Besides the probabilistic correlations with grammatical units
be a length constraint; studies have suggested that in conversatie
around half the intonational phrases will be 3-4 words in I
under 10 per cent of cases will they be over 8 words in length 21
from prepared texts, infonational phrases are likely to be long
to be at least partly governed by punctuation.

Anchester / usually.
ry nice ‘day / un fortunately.

‘adverbials which are usually classified as conjuncts, e.g. incidentally,
ot take a sole mucleus in this way, but must have a separate nucleus

\wn or are non-nuclear, i.e.

11.6.2.2 Primary accents and new information : ence

In previous sections intonational phrases were said to have ong
(= nucleus), at which point begins one of a number of nuclear tg
general terms the nucleus falls on the most prominent syllable (and he
prominent word) in an intonational phrase. In more particular term:
marks the end of the new mFoRMATION. Old (sometimes referre 't
information is that which has either been mentioned before iy ¢
intonational phrases or which is in the listener’s consciousnes
presence in the surrounding physical environment. :
Sometimes intonational phrases consist wholly of new informati
such phrases occur out-of-the-blue or in response to ‘What happe
where the intonational phrase is wholly new the nucleus fallg
syllable of the last lexical item™ (lexical item here means nouns, ve
adverbs and the word ‘item’ rather than “word’ has been used bec
lexical phrases like wind up and child abuse are involved), e.g.

Manchester inci dentally. (not possi'ble)
entally I go to Manchester. (not pos:sﬂale)
.+ dentally / [ "go to Manchester. (poss;ble)
o ‘Manchester incidentally. (possible)

types of expression, which are similar to adverbials in that they are
.6 of afterthoughts, are also common in final position with no accent;
vocatives and direct speech markers, e.g.

i a gree, Peter?
¢ a 'fool, he said.

formation occurs at the end of the sentence, then this will be unac-
Tane’s had a “baby,

Something happened on Sunday which was quite un usual.
I don’t really want to at'tend.
He was accused of "dividend stripping.

on’t you invite Jobn to the party?)
¢ [ don’t “like John.

There are some exceptions to the rule of the last lexical item. One gro
tions concerns intonational phrases having an intransitive verb o
whose subject is non-human or which loosely involves (dis)appear

e_-ha& a long “wait.) .
ean we had a “very long wait.

ﬁample there is obviously some element of contrast presentm:—between
ry long. Sometimes the nucleus may fall on a contrasted item even
fater item in the intonational phrase is new, e.g.

That "building’s falling down.

A "doberman’s on the prowl.

The “dog barked. (cf. The man “swore.)
1 heard a "bird sing.

is quite a “tall man / but his brother’s very “short.

Another group of exceptions concerns certain types of adverbial in fina
Sentence adverbials (i.e. those which modify the whole sentence) and ad:
of time usually do not take the nucleus in this position, e.g.

very limited, cases, the whole of an intonational phrase comprises old
ation. One such case concerns ECHOES, i.e. where a second speaker echoes
g a first speaker has just said; and the accentuation of the second speaker

w that of the first, e.g.

1 go to "Manchester usually.

It wasn’t a very nice "day unfortunately.
There’s been a ‘mix-up possibly.

He didn’t succeed however.

couldn’t "do it). You couldn’t "do it? ' ,
¢ time we went to 'Ireland). Oh you went to "Ireland / did you?
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11.6.2.3 Primary accents on function words

At the beginning of this section it was not
falls on a lexical item (nouns, verbs, adjectives, adverbs
some special cases when the primary accent falls on a fun
commonly applies to auxiliary verbs and prepositions, Sg

word highlights a contrast of tense or negation {sometimes 4
presupposed):

apian / 100 .
. &/ that no "women were COming.

ed that. the pr

: ir; that area / too?

.o they do that.

oo he showed his mettle.
agreed to come.

egetarian / as “well.

(Why haven’t you "phoned me?) But I “have phoned y(;u_
{Why don’t you "love me?) But I “do love you. L

(I wish I was in “England.) But we “are in England,
(This book ought to be re'printed.) But it’s “been repr'iﬁ'te

in the verb phrases might/may as well where it can be

Preposition accenting is another way of giving special emphas -
an alternative accenting which is much less emphatic; in the follg ell finish "now.

compare the accents on fo, or, with and of with more unmarke
sensible, name, belongings and many: :

(Why are you doing “that?) It’s the only sensible thing “to
"Acted a lot / did you? / Can’t say I remember your “face
[Announcement] Please make ,sure / you have all your belonging
The mistakes you made were not “big / but there were a great m;

(I a’greed with the decision.) But do you accept that there.
aspects “to the case? :

In question word questions extra emphasis (showing greater interes

is often produced by putting the nucleus on the verb be or an auxilian ﬁot even (inclusive adverbs)

facuses on all that occurs between even and a following nucleus (which
be immediate or at a distance):

(We can’t let “that happen.) What “should be done?

(That’s a very expensive 'ring.) How much “is it?

(T expect the “family to come to might.) How "is your wife?
[Thinking you recognise someone] Who ‘is that man over ther

ven “John agreed.

wven "John agreed.

g didn’t even say goo.d‘by?:.. |

¢ even pawned his wife’s “jewels.

ot even a hundred “pounds would make me do that.
“He didn’t even say he was “sorty.

m not even slightly amused.

11.6.2.4 Focusing adverbs

There are a pumber of focusing particles (i.e. those which rocus or h
particular words or group of words) which govern where the nucleus €
either taking the nucleus themselves or projecting it onto a following iter

of . .. at all (emphatic negative) o
Not...atal f;an be non-nuclear or nuclear but, if it is nuclear, the nucleus

“falls on all rather than »ot:

(1} Nucleus on foo and as well in their meaning ‘in addition’ :
Too with the meaning ‘in addition’ takes the nucleus and often t
separate intonational phrase (IP), particularly when final in the IP. In its.
IP, too will copy the tone of the preceding IP. 4s well (with virtually ¢

meaning) also occurs in final position and must take a nucleus (on wel

1t’s not like that at “all.
He’s not at “all friendly.




290 Words and connected speech
Connected speech 291

s the nucleus on a pronoun, ¢.g.

(5) gnjy, not only, if only, only because (as restricine
nly and ondy phrases are commoniy non-nyc| m- 2

scope of focus stretches from the only up to :hZar-@d
nuct

Only “three.

Only T know how to do that, -
iny ten of them turned “up.

He only did it for “your sake.
It’s not only “John who said that.

cusing put

said that "they planted the bomb.
4 it was responsible.

& are commonly nuclear:

. bike shift themselves.
i that sells it self.

If only we’d thought of that be’
t be'fore
I'll a*gree / but only b it’s “you that 3 '
y because it’s "you that’s putting it f . mber of generally vague words (which may nevertheless be precise
sitext) which commonly take the primary accent when it might

On the other hand on/
1 'y can be nuclear and backward
-lookin ' ‘ ‘ |
e er o o an e - placed on a more specific (preceding) word. Chief among these

(6) Also (additive) :
Eﬂ{f only, also is commonly non-nuclear and the scop _ a_}_‘_egular thing.
fp o the nucleus whereas a nucleus on also is backpf_’._(? . things.
ocuses on the matter that precedes: war : ' \ . g

, ' lso shows up in the phrases that s the ‘thing, a close-run “thing,
He’s also written to the “chairman, thing. Qimilar accenting commonly oceurs on stuff, matter, person,
ﬁf:zl;}nder Sc;m}ilny was the “president of the company place in phrases like wheres my “stuff, whats the ‘matter, she’s

0 passed the ¢'xam. T _ person.
He “also passed the exam. erals are also commonly accented and take precedence over the
ords just mentioned, e.g. the first thing fo do, the “next time you come.

(7 fm_az{gh {reinforcing adverb or adjective)
n injtial position enough often fi
| ollows a sentence - ‘
strangely, curiously and oddly) and takes the nuzi\al’;rb‘gmo_s e

positions it is usuall - :
y non-nuclear: er utterances have up to now been

primary accents in words and long
Strangely e"nough / it doesn’t ‘work like th &d using the high fall nuclear tone (marked °). This is the way in which
Oddly e’nough / 1 a’gree with you at : 41 words are usually cited in isolation. Moreover, in all styles of English
He wasn’t big enough to “reach it . i simple falls in pitch (whether from a high or mid starting-point) account
He be’haves nicely enough. ' . majority of nuclear tones (generally estimated around 50 per cent).”
There wasn’t enough “space. es and fall-rises are generally estimated to account for a further 40 per
es. The preponderance of falls is usually slightly higher in conversation

other types of speech, e.g. in scripted reading. Since rises and fall-rises
used as a cohesive device signalling more to follow, it is not surprising

; are more frequently used in reading where they will often indicate that
ence is not yet finished.
& meanings of nuclear tones are sometimes more DISCOURSAL in nature (€.g.

In cleft sentences the n
post- or pre-focally, of leus may fafl on the focused jtem but it may indicate links or the absence of links between successive intonational
T , sometimes more ATTITUDINAL (e.g. they indicate the speaker’s doubt or
értainty about what he is saying) and sometimes more SEMANTIC (e.g. they co-
with lexical meanings which are reinforcing or limiting-—this is particularly
ase with adverbials). Tn general the meanings of tones are not directly
nmatical, but grammar may indirectly be involved in two ways: (i) some

(Note that enough may als
O y also be a pronoun, I've had “more than enoy

11.6.2.5 Some special accentings
It was “Tom who suggested it.

It was Tom who su'ggested it.
It’s “always Tom who suggests things,




292 Words and connected speech

;fgit:;esﬁaere lllnherently more assoctated with questions: in paei
e previois Sas a me'ammg f’_f surprise, frequently marlés ar? Z!‘t[
will vary Some;(];tlon)’ ﬂnd_ (ii) the attitudinal and discoursg] m: '
interrogative. vo /at af:cordmg tp the syntactic sentence-type (e ad:
Bt o%ﬁl 5 no-'lnFerr(‘)gatwe) .Wlth which the intonationaig
the descrintion e ;a;‘liatlon in %neanmg according to sentence-typp i
accondin I‘zo ' f; i & meanings pf nuclear tones™ which fo]elju
g (3% es/g Otowing categories: (1) major declaratives (2)0"
© ir’nperat?Ve o;mterrogatl\fes, (4) wh-interrogatives, (5), ta
e (whethers’l( ) exclzfm_atwes, (8) social formulas, In gen era%f
assertive: whors ow] fall, .hlg,h fall, or "rise-fall) are separative, mat;
Iy non-; Ssenivas LOW rise, ‘high rise and “fall-rise are contif;uati
belong with th ¢ : evel tone.s (most common among these being the
The exam 1: rising l?ones in _the sorts of meanings they conveg
sotting’ Tt should be romarbony 1oy LLlerances of preceded by
st alu.fays o e remem_be'red that the attitudinal meaning of
cpekere werag 121 ‘erpreted within a context, both of the situatioﬁ and
one set ofpcircunmsi%clgsnziy I‘lreicl hffppen that an intonation which
used by another person or ingoti;efl;; iﬁ:ﬂui?sct?n igeesoffenswe or patro

(1) Major declaratives
i\dd?tor dgclarat.ive refers to those cases where the intonation.al
Withefh w1§h an ;ndependent clause, with the main clause in comp
€ last clause in compound se

last tences, and with i

these which is remai o , Fromst st
ndered when a separate i i

. ] intonational phr

an adverbial or a subject or some other part of the clausepe ZS

He didn't go.
I took an overcoat / because it was raining
Iﬂtloolg the car / and drove to London. ‘
¢ first man on the moon / was Nej
il A
Usually / we do it this way. e
We do it this way / usnally.

I . . .
‘; tr;la;.flzrh(?eglaratlves faIl-mg fones are the least attitudinally marked of
igh fall expressing more liveliness and involvement than the o

It’s a very nice “garden,

Of “course it is,

It’s a very dull book.

The parcel arrived on . Thursday.

j
h
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ife / even if I don’t like hitmn.
nty fifth today, isn’t it?) Twenty “sixth.
succeed / but “Philip did.

st do it / John'll be very “cross.

on echoes {as already mentioned at the end of the previ-

stn’t go a,way.
ith a high pitch before it, it 1s encouraging or even patronising (this
very common in speech to children):

only over,do things.
‘no point in rushing.

ience is frequent on imperatives (see below) with a similar sort of
ally, the least common nuclear tone® is the rise-fall. Its meaning
olves an element of being very impressed, or, conversely, being very

sed and hence indignant or even sarcastic:

the. head of a big firm in "London.
deed / How "nice for you.

often used for gossip:

u heard? / Jill’s “pregnant.

Minor declaratives
det minor declaratives are included all those parts of declarative sentences
ed under (1) above. Most of these occur in sentence

e of compound

“were exclud
final positions, e.g. subjects, adverbials, the first claus

ces and often the subordinate clause of complex sentences.

< used on these intonational phrases are usually from the rising group:
Jow rise and mid level. Fali-rise again carries its commen meaning
' The difference between the other two tones in non-final position

{e: low rise is the most oratorical and is also typical of read-
d, wheteas the mid level carries no other meaning other than that of
lity, which is perhaps why it alone of these three tones occurs only in

ﬁtrast
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What P'd "like / is a drink of tea.
The “best person to do it / would be Bill Bailey,
The “crucial issue / is that . . .

We took the car / and drove to Birmingham,
On my way to *work / it started to rain,
Un*fortunately / it doesn’t work like that.

(cf. Un"fortunately / it doesn’t work like that.)

ember where I left my new shoes?} Are th.ey in the “wardrobe?
: med it all to me.) But do you under’ stand it? e ,
?f!my pen anywhere.} Are you sure you brought it “with you?

ﬂgén used to mark a yes/no-interrogative as an exclamation:

. éven leave a message.) Now isn’t that pe“culiar!
to Spain tomorrow.) Aren’t you hfcky!
- s-e'd to help me.) Would you believe it!

Most adverbials which have a separate intonational phrase will 3
but there are a number of adverbials of a particularly assertive kin

commonly take a falling tone (e.g. /iterally, certainly, honestly
course, besides):

L 1ives . . .
zgfjile on wh-interrogatives is falling (low fall or high fall):

Be'sides / he’s had time to think about it.
By the "way / what do you think of the new chap?

e ] : x 9
\nts you to send an apology.) What’s it got to do with “het?

ustn’t tell her.) Why "not?
didn’t get the job.) How do you know?

As indicated by the last example, some adverbials can occyr befor:
as well as declaratives. Adverbials also frequently occur folls
clause; in these cases the rise which occurs is almost always ' lo
falling type again takes a fall): '

tive tone on such interrogatives is the low rise (llike yes/no mter:f
1s more likely to be a high rise in General American). The use o

jore tentative:

I went to Canada / last year.
It didn’t work / un fortunately.
He turned bright red / “literally.

off i tart?
‘¢ off on Thursday.) What tnn_e; do you s
affaid it didn’t work.) Why did you do it that way?

o8 ives can be used with high rise to ask for repetition:

In the case of final subordinate clauses two sequences of tones
If the previous main clause has a fall, then the subordinate cla

a low rise. Altematively the main clause may take a fall-rise and the
clause the fall, cf,

" i i ’ id you say?
‘completely irresponsible.} “What did y . ’ .
tfé,(:hepwas Pettigrew before she was married.) "What did you say she

s called?

inferrogatives 3 -
terrogatives consist of a sequence of an auxiliary verb and a pron

ded to a preceding declarative. They are most com:nonly rcllegatllavrti: t;f
ceding statement is positive, and vice versa (calle.:d reversil : p(:pf e
5); Such tags have two common alternatives; a falling tone ( 1ght aa o

If) or a rising tone (usually low rise). Bpth typf:s of tone expec igﬁty
nt the fall inviting or demanding it, the rise leaving open the poss
disagreement:

I began to feel “ill / because I hadn’t had enough to eat.
I began to feel "ill / because I hadn’t had enough to “eat,

(3) Yes/no-interrogatives

In GB the more usual and more polite way of asking yes/no. qu
with the low rise (although a high rise is more frequent in Genera

if a potentially accented syllable is available before the nucl
will take a high pitch:

an long way from the shops.) It’s right on the (‘)u‘tskl,rts.; :’P ‘isn’t it?

had a lovely time.) Yes / The day did go Well / ~didn’t l.t.f ot vou?

d me your copy of Shakespeare.) You will !ook after it /“écl)gn ’ty 01.1‘?
ere did 1 put my golf clubs?) You left them in the garage / di - your.?
asked me to drive him there.) But you wop’t i‘)e able to go} f-,zn you
(Who was that woman he was with?) it was hus sister / wasn’t 7

(It’s going to rain I'm afraid.) Do you 'really think s0?
('m really enjoying myself.) Is 'this your Jfirst vigit to London
(The large size costs a pound.) Is 'that the Jhew price?

A falling tone (high fall or low fall) on a yes/no-interrogative marks it
pressing: '
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Another type of tag has constant polarity. This type only has:
tones are impossible). The meaning conveyed is in the Ratu’ré
echo of a statement from the preceding spealker: i

iisgive rules for the intonation of social formulas because it 1

* e native speakers of English often have idiosync‘ratic 'habit;..lit
B fly true that falling tones generally show s1.ncer1ty, while
generz u); situations where a formulaic pleasantry 1s z}pproprlaFe.

ey ropriately said with a rise on being given a ticket, while
hancye . aliﬁ(ely if a genuine favour has been done, and.a l9w fall
er iliolrl';ld is boring. Good morning with a k;jgh Ea;ll 1: Zlfucse:’;
.nd sometimes inappropriately sol), with a ow fall is ¢

ise i i ossibly overly so!). This greeting (an

oga::sfbiol:fd%?tc}ll 1:he ‘st;lised’ tone which involves 'a step
gh ovel to mid level beginning on the accented syllable, thus;

(I think he’s going to emigrate.) So he won’t marry her /5,
(Rachel’s gone away with John.) She’s still seeing him / ¢y

A variation on this type involves a pronoun and auxiliary verp';
previous main clause (it is heard on TV or radio as
technique), e.g.

& detectiy,

Watch a lot of television / ,do you?
Come on his bike / _did he?
Didn’t give it any thought / Jdidn’t you?

—

(6} Imperatives :
Abrupt imperatives have a falling tone. Polite imperatives, w
suggesting that the listener has a right to refuse, are said
(most frequently low rise and sometimes fall-rise):

[}
Good =morning.

26
. i j s, c.g.
o1l

(I've decided to lend him my car.} Don’t be such a sifly ;foél

°_
(What should I do now?) Go and wash the car. : 0""0"_ A
(You shouldn’t have spent all that money.) Don’t be angry a o e O

(I'm afraid I've had enough of you.) Give me another ,chaﬁ_q
(I have a very delicate job to do here.) Be “careful. :

=Johnny You've split your =pants!

eqtiences .
equding subsections it has become apparent that sgm;z t;m?;l S:?::ﬁ;?n
ive i i arly tho
¥ CC i ssive intonational phrases, particu it
 ce, The most ¢ invol tone from the rising
i ¢ involves a tone
itence. The most common sequenc rom he Tising
fow 1 i i I) followed by a fall (high |
low rise, fall-rise or mid leve / 1 oo
i i adverbial or noun-clause subj
‘fhe syntactic sequences are sentence . : .
amc:ll bya zﬁmse remainder and an initial subordinate or co-ordinate clause:

The use of a rising tone rather than a falling tone softens the imj
times the rising tone is combined with a tag:

(Can I have some more wine?) Help your'self / won’t you?
(Her nerves are terrible.) See if you can “help / will you?
(I'm doing my best.) *Well / hutry “up / can’t you?

(7 Exclamatives

Exclamatives (i.e. those sentences having the syntactic form of an

ie. an initial question word and no verb) take a falling tort
rise-fall): .

eatse he gave up too “eatly / he lost two thousam-:l ‘;{oun;l_s.
aked everything on winning / and ended up with "nothing.

What a beautiful “day! How “stupid he is! What a very silly th
What a pa“laver! '

ond sequence involves a failing tone (high fall- or low fall) fo'llowedelh;zez;
fon almost always low rise, occasionally fall-rise}): the syntactic sequer
iain clause plus adverbial or main clause plus ‘open’ tag:

Similarly individual words, particularly nouns and adjectives, can't
clamatory force by the use of a falling tone, e. g

eny the whole "thing / ,L.lsuallly., ‘
the best way to "do it / isn’t it?

"Nonsense! You “idiot! *Marvellous!
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A third common sequence is a falling tone (low fall, high fa[p
ing tone (low fall, high fall); this is common with senten

reinforcing type, with ‘closed’ tags, and with co-ordinate claygg
independent of one another: i

1 go to "London / “regularly.

It was a beautiful “day / wasn’t it?

(What should I do?) Take up “singing / write a “book / do'an
/ buy a bicycle / “anything]

11.6.2.7 The use of secondary accents

Secondary accents are produced by pitch prominences which 4
nucleus, i.e. they are pre-nuclear accents. As the name implies
less to meaning than primary accents. The first secondary accent
phrase often serves to mark the beginning of the new i.nformation;""
the 'way to the ‘station. Where there is a series of secondary accéry
being achieved by ‘stepping’ the pitch—see §11.6.1.4 above), the
like that on way in the example above, serve only to divide the i
into chunks. This sequence of secondary accents which steps do
common type of pre-nuclear accenting in GB and can occur befgi
tones. The other most frequent type of sequence involves one or a'%
(see §11.6.1.4 above); this gives more emphasis to the words takin

and is particularly common before the fall-rise nuclear tone, e.g.
like “that.

11.6.3 Regional variation in intonation

Within the UK the most marked variation compared with GB con
extensive use of rising tones in many northern cities (sometime:
as UrBAN Nortd Brrmisn); it is reported for Belfast, Birminghat
Liverpool, Manchester and Newcastle.?” Rises in these cities are m
on declaratives than in GB and indeed in some of them may typi
most frequent tone on declaratives, The rise may be a continuous
consist of a rise followed by a plateau (with an optional downdrift
Belfast™ (and Derry)® has both types and has the most regula
of all the cities, falling tones being much less frequent than r
speakers of all educational classes (where in the other cities the

tones may be lost in more educated speakers). In the south of Englan

tion does not vary much from GB, but one type of tag intonati

particularly common in popular London, concerns the use of a fallin __
as a response, as in '
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T i “cleaning / “haven’t I
= is “mess?) B: I’ve been doing the ‘c :
;gliézlsget up so early?) B: Because the "postman came banging
i
i D 4 st he . .
Qrt:; f de?ttle] What's all this?) B: I use it for cleaning the silver
2
ivd

. has less difference from GB thar§ that in northern .Brm-sh

ICE'mb ve: one notable difference is the increased use (_)f high rise
4 'ariose ,particularly for yes/no-interrogatives. Austrahg and.Ne\fv
ot ot;ble for the intonational change whereby a hlgh‘nse is
' gtor; declaratives;™ it seems to be used as a check (hence ch;ck~
e speaker that the listener is paying attention and un‘derstan ing,
:..El'gn the spealer is presenting information. This usage is now C(;:;
wht land:*" often high rises are used when falls mlg’ht be expec h,
u;i?czn;g'n z‘mA»n yesterday / and she didn't look very ‘well / and she

"shingles.

ok range

et is were divided into high falls and
 sections §11.6.1.3 and §11.6.2.3 fal vere d i s a
- :Sff'::s:e; wer§e divided into low rises and high nsihs. Thlls sor:) ‘{[;f;a;iug}
ght ¢ ceent range. However, there 1s an
ght of tones concerns a : B e oot hrace
2l i tch of the whole i
eight which refers to the pi O Speakess oy
he interval between the lowest and highes P . m
?;thn:)’? I’;KE: normal pitch range of their intonational phtr}allses‘:)yhramﬂ;i
f the hi i iation in the width of the pitch ran
the highest pitches. Such variation m
ptional phrises is often referred to as KEY. T%le mOSt COMMOR Use of l}(gi
e delimitation of paraTONES (the spoken equivalent of written Saragfiai : ;
sratone being marked by a wide key in the first IP and the Zn :
P narrow key in the last P (and often followed by an exten)de hpaus \
& i ics (defined in the widest sense); the mos
s often correspond with topics ( idest st m
i d topics, is in newsreading.
of such differences of key, para-tones an g o
; iation in pitch range which involves raisin
yet another sort of varia ; o aising or
i i tch overall is lower gl
th low and high pitches, so that the p .
(;r Alow regis%er is used for parentheticals (marked here by doubling

undary marker), e.g.

i ?
ati into Jane last week // by the way / did you know she has three children?
and she said. . ..

egister is in general associated with greater emotional tension butd ne}[fi:rr—l
Has to some extent become conventionalised. For example, the adop
ittle girl voice’ may be used to signal helplessness.
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11.6.5 1 i ;

monation and punetuation né'. months during a child’s second year). At the two-word stage
ﬁp’abie of varying nucleus placement, although whether this is
iting new and old information or whether it is more rigidly tied
a5 of sentence is mot clear. (It is, for example often the case
5 have the accent on the possessor while locatives have it on the
Daddy car “Daddy’s car’ vs Daddy “car ‘Daddy’s in the car’).
about the later acquisition of intonation, although it is likely that
o fall-rise tone are learnt early. But a full mastery of the more

of intonational meaning may not be acquired until the age of ten

glunctuatlonal usage isj ge:nerally prescribed in manuals of punciy
ose pl_lt out by pubiishing houses) according to grammar o
Indeed in seme cases a punctuation mark has no correlateriaﬂ?'. -
apostrophe- marking possession or elision, and the use of i
However, n many cases punctuation is as related to imo;pa‘ces__b:
Punctuqtlon marks serve both to delimit, e.g. to mark tE}llt}0 :
or to specity, e.g. that a sentence is a question. In both a e
relations between punctuation and intonation. The use 01:38 the
comima, semi‘-colon, colon, full stop, question mark and exclany o
correlat.es with 2 boundary between intonational phrase, o
syntactic positions where such an intonational break is ves-
;I?e. use o_f a pun.ctuation mark (especially the comma) isry
inhgsl?pévgels p;lrt]cular‘ly -to the position between subject augél ver
" Su];'écé iSa (')Jle’ this Is a very common position for an intonz
the . Ject is either particularly long or conirastive, Hence, althoy
never:tsh;(;smzn 1; generally proscribed by manuals of punctui i
_ 85 be the tendency to ing { :
intuition about intornaticmal—;z’uncmatie(:‘rtlaall g(?rl;lerﬁii:;;eebgcause -

Howey

comy

enerall . .
I Jedrner should pay particular attention to:

nation—advice to foreign learners

ing 4 better style in reading aloud by appropriately dividing his speech
ional phrases. Such division may be done in English in ways
imnilar to his native language (especially in the case of most other
an languages) but nevertheless the learner should note the frequency
Lich sentence adverbials and the subjects of sentences are given their
onational phrases.
the nucleus on the focal point in the sentence. Some languages (like
Ttalian and Spanish) more regularly have the nucleus on the last word in
national phrase. This may sometimes mean accenting old information
curring at the end of a phrase, which is incorrect in English, e.g.

The best way to do this, would be to ask him first,

Specification concerns the marking of a Jie
exclamation (the use of the full stolg) marksstelilse:cftftgsz aaésaa i
Iclc(}):]-jexcfgmatlon, but may be used for different sentence—typego'
oo ;l;;,;l and request). Such spec.iﬁers have poor correlations wi;h"n.
e stop usually correlaies with a fall but by no means always
mz;l;k correlates regularly with a high rise in the case of ‘declatfnv
k(li lftgezti; le))‘, f:equentiy‘ with a low rise in yes/no-questions and"'aﬁ
daltth m tag-questions and‘frequently with a falling tone in'w
nly in the case of the exclamation mark is there a regular correla

g

Would you like to come to London with me tomorrow?
o/1 don’t like London.

ppropriate nuclear tones. Learners should note that the fall-rise
ty on a single word) is rare in most languages but very frequent in
for a range of attitudinal meanings on declaratives and for subjects
ir own intonational phrase. Fall-rise is also frequent on sentence
rbials in initial position, although low rise is the usual tone in final
oh (but those exceptional falling adverbs, like definitely, which take
w fall or high fall in any position must also be noted).

11.6.6 Acquisition of intonation by native learners®

xta;:]ya?abies aée excellent mimics of intonation and may produce Eﬁgli'
100 patterns on nonsense syllables (ofte i intor

: ‘ n called ‘jargon intona

the late stages of their pre-linguistic babbling.** At thisjsafne time

se of simple falling tones (especially high falis), together with an overuse
=down in pre-nuclear positions, will produce an excessively aggressive
ile conversely an overuse of simple rising tones (including fall-rises
§-up in pre-nuclear position, which are uncommon in GB) will sound
ly tentative. The overuse of falls is typical of north Germans while an
of rises is typical of Scandinavians.
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erally said to be lax (making it sound ‘mellow’), while Frencﬁ. .: e

éai be tense (making them sound ‘metaltic’ or “strident”),

P .
arause was stated in §11.6..1.1 to be one of a number of phoi e gaid 10
€ used to mark boundaries between intonational net .monly described phonation types are creaky voice, breathy voice,

oceur in other positions: (a) before words of high leplfrases_ By . (sometimes called harsh voice and involving the false vocal
a low probability of occurrence in a particular conte;:tI iai cone e the vocal cords), whispery voice, falsetto (dividing the vocal
often searching for the right word); and (b) after the fi and wh o halves and hence raising the pitch by an octave), and raised-
phrase, where it appears to be a pause for planni St word i 5' \fvered-larynx voices. Breathy voice is said to be used by many
that he has something to say but has not yI:!t plajgf;é'?t' 'the Sp_e'a'k ga'nish and Dutch, creaky voice is used by many speakers of GB
(b) may be also used more deliberately as ways of atte n d-em_ : arly by speakers of CGB, while ventricular voice is a characteristic
rul?tlon. Both differ from pauses at intonational phrase ;ﬂ piing to ékers of Scottish English and speakers of Cockney. Within GB (and
being filled rather than unfilled (i.e. silent) pauses. In GB3 ({’iiindar._]? or in English) some phonation types are associated with certain styles
ally filled with [2] or [m] or a combination of thé: two, e fed P d emotions: breathy voice is often called ‘bedroom voice’, whispery
e Jotimes called ‘stage whisper’ or ‘library voice’, ventricular voice is
h anger and Jowered-larynx is called sepulchral or “vicar’s voice’.

11.7 Hesitations

;don’t agree with that / I [:] think it would be better if. .
ou see / the myth is / and I'm [o:] I can see from the a. -1
Well fam:] I don’t think T will. P

e sign * here and throughout the book shows the place of the primary
s the symbol * implies, in the citation forms of words this is usually a falling
n this chapter 2 falling accent becomes one of a number of different tones
the intonational system. See §11.6.1 and note 16.

5); Abercrombie (1967), Halliday (1967) and numerous TESOL textbooks.
ade prominent by stress alone refers to a subset of full-vowelled syllables
be prominent thythmically.

(1980), Roach (1982) and Dauer (1983).

thythm has affinities with Metrical Phonology (Liberman & Prince, 1977;
95) which has a level of strong and weak syllables and extrametricality.
eiled rhythm and the Borrowing Rule were first put forward in Bolinger
arid applied to TESOL in Faber {1986). Instrumental confirmation is given in
ampson (1980).
rieties of English, notably Caribbean English as an L1 and Indian English as
re marked by a much lesser use of reduced syllables and hence the rhythm
rer to that traditionally labelled *syllable-timed’.

% words listed with weak forms above ocecur in the two hundred most frequent
the spoken part of the British National Corpus (Leech et al., 2001).

iz does not occur in a weak form when used as a pronoun, e.g. /sam marl ‘ser/,
latk sam/.

4s'a demonstrative adjective or prenoun takes a

hat’s the one /dats 82 "wan/.
ay be new tendency to use /33/ before vowels among younger speakers. This

rst reported for American speech in Todaka {1992). Windsor Lewis (2013
1} discusses its possibility of occurrence but only with an obligatory [#] before
wel.
monstrative adverb, there will have a full vowel, e.g. there’s the book /B3eiz

This type of filled pause used in GB i i o
used in other dialects of English or 1118 E’?l:efeljf;aiz?e:/sth; kb
fe:], Fren_ch uses [o:] and Russian uses [n:]. A quite cfra o
produced in the degree to which a person’s speech sound e
the correct type of filled hesitations. B

1.8 Voice quality”’

;[i‘iljl arlea of voice qu_aht){ h‘as very little scientific work associate
arly on a cross-linguistic basis and this section is perforce no
atic, Sion?e reference has already been made to the topic und 115
term VO’ICG guality’ refers to positions of the vocal organs :h?c'
speakers’ voices on a long-term basis. Long-term tendencies in. pos
tonguu? ?nd the soft palate are referred to as ARTICULATORY SETTIN 'P
to pomﬂqns of the vocal cords are called PHONATION TYPES. In soxfls’: :
a pholnatlor} type may co-occur with a lexical tone (e g’ two toe 011
tl‘ngms.hed in some varieties of Vietnamese, one simp.}e. high rin' .
rise with accompanying creak). But more generally a ar%iculz “
may be chfira.cteristic of an individual, of a particular langua e or dial
be I1:1th::(1 v\{ﬂhm a iangu‘age to convey a particular attitude org emotion
languz ;er;}(ilijliztcéry sgtmg of a language or dialect may differ from o)
pnguages 1 hp;imsh may'have a ‘fendency to hold the tongue mo
o e ot , W 1the others _hkz? Russian may have a tendency to hol
ek mouth. Nasalzsatlon may be characteristic of many:s
erican Enghsh, while denasal voice (which may lead to a low=
res;]llance in nasal co'usonants) is frequently said to occur in Liverp
and lax are labels which apply to the muscular tension in the whole ¢

full vowel, e.g. that man [Oat

k form with /h/ would normally be used when unaccented but following a pause.
' Shockey (2003) for many instances of hyperreductions in casual or rapid speech.
Windsor Lewis (2013: §4.7) for priorities for foreign learners in the learning of

ction words.
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16 Much recent work on the form of English i i .
h glish intonation has b
tradition represented by Plerrehumbert (1980/87) and PsieriZﬁud 01131-3
(1990), which decomposes pitch contours into sequences of hi I}F o
_also detaches phrase tones and terminal tones at the end ofg'
However, the treatment of intonational meaning in this newer fig ot
at a general level and the nuclear tone approach is retained helrflec%w o
easier 1o treat in this setting the ocal meani L
tones and syntactic types. ® canings produced by asoe
17 Refer to the companion website for a readi .
. | ing of all the exam i
18 When comblped with text, tones are marked using what are E;?JZ[]F :
stress ,markS', thopgh' in this book they are more accurately cal!e}é o
fnaﬂ?s . -AIEI marks‘mdlcate a follewing accented syllable. Individuaj ke
;c}otr;llc). sgldlcalte pl;[‘Ch patterns starting at the accent. For a more coI:gaE
e Infonation ’
006 of GB, see O’Connor & Arnold (1973), Cruttenden
19 The type of transcription used in the dia i i i
The grams is called ‘interlin
z](g%atgs a syllable. A large filled dot indicates a pitch accent eithcf ?Jl;-iﬁn
e i ot e s ; g isti i i i isti .
A il Af;?ggesglr;;‘]el;giisnhai; gif:if md,c(ﬁmg pitch movement on the aces _ s separable linguistic units are recognised in the sophisticated written
tolf A darge unil indicgate Lmacii Et?é sayblllz l?il:sde prominent by havig £ English by the use of spaces between words. Although in the continuous
20 ﬁ“hcse high unacgented syllables are sometimes ﬁmked with a high-le j spt_éech there are no pauses betw‘e en words con‘espond?'ng t(.) .such vritten
ave not used this mark because we prefer o preserve the peneral o rords nevertheless show their independence by their ability to stand
45 replies to questions and when being referred to or cited. Differences

21 Sa?kls in t?e text always apply to accented syllables.
U1r t al. ‘ . L . . . - .
2 Alten(b:rga(ls(){lg?]?i;; f)sggan%rifhstal (1969: 256) and Altenberg (1987 st between the pronunciation of words in their cited, isolate forms and
' ¢ aucleus oceurring on the last lexical it unciation in connected speech, when they are subject to influences from
surrounding sounds and from larger accentuat and rhythmic patterns. The

of cases.
23 i . i

Quirk et al. (1964: 681), Crystal (1969: 225) and Altenberg (1987: 36 o may concern the word as a whole, e.g. weak forms in an unaccented
r they may concern a word’s accentual pattern, €.g. loss or movement

the somewhat higher figure reported in §12.5(1).
24 For further information on the meanings of tones, see Halliday {1967

: ccent due to its position in a larger accentual pattern; or they may imvolve
.used at word boundaries as in ASSIMILATIONS, ELISIONS and L1AISONS.

Armold (1973), Cruttenden (1997) and Wells (2006).
25 Z{])(ri filﬁ frle)quer;ci); é);‘ rat;:]ear tones, see Quitl ef al. (1964: 681), Crys
enber; : . ’
26 For details otg this tone u)a English, see Ladd (1978b), ' ation between isolate forms and context-influenced forms often depends
gg Cruttenden (1995, 2001, 2007). fyle of speech. The style generally described in this book is slow but
Lowry (2002), it is not rapid and it is not careful. A rapid style will produce many
ges from citation forms than are described in this chapter {although

29 McElholm (1986).

30 Guy e al. (1986), Britain (1992 :

0 e (o) i O(k & I}{ e (2003) & sometimes me_ntioned as such) while a careful style will produce fewer

32 See, in particular, Brazil (1975, 1978, 19835). ges than are describec.

33 Crystal {(1984).

34 Peters (1977).

35 Cruttenden (1974, 1985).

36 Cruttenden (1997: 30-32),

g; %ge I;avcr {1980) and Henton & Bladon (1988).

e terms are also often used to distinguish between the short and 16t

English (see §8.4.1(9) above and Chomasky & Halle (1968)), o end 1

s in connected speech

ation forms and connected speech

eutralisation of weak forms

have seen already (§11.3) that a number of function words may have diffei-
unciations when they are accented (or said in isolation) and when, more
Iy, they are unaccented. Such is the reduction in the unaccented forms that
hich are distinct when said in isolation may be neutralised (see §5.3.4
¢} when unaccented. Such neutralisation generally causes no problem to
because of the high rate of redundancy (see §1.3.1) of meaningful cues;
arely docs the context aflow a variety of interpretations of an unaccented
e examples of neutralisation which follow might occur in casual speech

e almost certain to occur in speech which is both casual and rapid.
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( * f)

e doit? /'didn i duz it/
id and he "didn’t /hi 'didn i'dednt/

The 'plays are poor

He 'plays a "poor man

She 'wants a "dog

She 'wants her “dog

‘One or 'two of them are “coming
"Two 'books are ‘mine

"Two ‘books of "mine

naccented had, would

had, would} 'put it “there

/av/ = unaccented have (aux.), of! jation in the accentual patterns of words

ord (simple or compound) pattern consists in isolation of a primary

receded by a secondary accent, the primary accent may be lost completely,

onnected speech, another primary accent follows closely in the next

'‘Some of one (piece) . ..
‘Some have won . . .

The 'boys of 'Eton “fish
The 'boys have ‘eaten “fish

“taen, but 'thirteen “pounds

et ninster, bur "Westminster * Abbey
grown, but a 'full-grown ‘man
noon, but 'afternoon “tea

/ar/ = unaccented are, or

"Ten or "under
'"Ten are "under

condary accent in the word rather than the primary may be lost when

/8a/ = unaccented the (and, in rapi
) pid speech, there)
r word with a secondary accent immediately precedes, e.g.

The 'searns are "crooked

There 'seerns a "chance : )
hit thir'teen; 'near West minster; ‘not full “grown; 'Friday after' noon

/s/ = unaccented is, has, doe
? ? S . + - - - .
amples, and the others in this section, confirm the tendency in English

d adjacent accented syllables.

in‘order to avoid accents on adjacent syllables that ‘accent shift’ occurs

ases such as 'Chinese ‘restaurani (but Chi'nese), 'outside “world (but

ide). Where the accents are separated by unaccented syllables, the accent _
is variable (though pronunciations with the shift are probably more common
those without), e.g. diple ‘matic, diplo'matic “incident or ‘diplomatic “incident;
i1 rine, aguama'rine ti‘ara, 'aquamarine tara.

s tendency to the alternation of accented and unaccented syllables is so
2 that the accent may be shifted in the case of certain words whose citation
ontains only one, later, accent but where a full vowel occurs in the preced-
Hable, e.g. or nate but 'ornate ‘carvings; W nique but 'unigue features;
wect but 'direct “access. The alternation tendency extends into longer
ances and may be seen in examples such as i'dea but The ‘idea ‘pleases
- Yocom mend but I can ‘recommend several; and in phrasal verbs such
me ‘out, 'get ‘i, e.g. The 'pictures 'didn’t come “out, but They 'came
vell and 'What 'time will 'you get ‘in? but ‘What 'time will you 'get in
work?

"What’s (s = does or is) he "like?
'What’s (s = has)} he “lost?

fz/ = unaccented is, Aas, does

'‘Where’s (s = has) he "put it?

"Where’s (’s = is) he "going?

Where’s (’s = does) it 'go? (rapid speech)

foz/ = unaccented as, has

'How 'much Aas he “done?
As 'much as he ‘can

fan/ = unaccented and, an

'On and “off
'On an “off-chance
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12.4 Phonetic variations within words and at b

Our. phonological units, the phonemes,
reality. If the phoneme /t/ is given a
alveolar plosive—it is nevertheless try

“/m,n/—slightly devoiced following voiceless consonants, €.g. smake,

snow, mutton, open /" aupm/, bacon /"beiky/

at word boundaries (only in close-knit sequences):

/Lr,w,j/—devoiced following voiceless consonants, e.g. af last [a']azst],
at rest [3'trest], at once [ tyans), see to it ['sittwyit], thank you [ gankjuz].

Sung
represent abstractions from actya]
conventent, generalised labe] Ph

—

o also the devoicing of word-final voiced plosive or fricative consonants

ilence, and of fricatives when followed by a voiceless consonant; and of
d-initial voiced fricative or plosive consonants when preceded by silence,
What can you give? ([y]); Can you breathe? ([B]); It’s his ([2]); near the
e ([d3]); They've ([yl) come; with ([9]) some; He's (1z]) seen it, George
) can; (YD) very good ([d1); ([3)) there: ({g)) Zine does (2D

Assimilations at boundaries, |
fiilophonic kind; or they may be
involved, when comparing the

ike those within words, may be merely
of such an extent that a change of phoze
pronunciation of a word in isolation i

ip position—under the influence of adjacent vowels or semi-vowels.

GRESSIVE or anticipatory direction, i.e. feg (@) within word:

one sound are anticipated in the

. articulati :
it is PROGRESSIVE or perseveratve, i-e.leg;c;ns(;i g]; g}rgcedmg sound; less.ﬁ.‘?q;1 lip-spread lip-rounded’
Or It 1S COALESCENT, i.e. a fusion of forms takes pIaCZEHCes the followmg_. i/ pea, heap pool, hoop, upward
) Jivs tea, beat mwo, boot, hwice, outward
K, ek ool oo e, e
m/ knee, seen noon, onward
1/ leave, feel bloom, fool, always
P read rude, route
it/ feel, leaf Jfool, roof
/s/ seat, geese soon, goose, sweep
i sheet, leash shoat, douche, dishwasher
(1) Place of articulation /h/ he, heat who, whom, hoot

at word boundaries, e.g. /tknp,ls/ are somewhat labialised in such
cases as that one, thick one, thin one, wrong one, shall we, this way; a
rounded vowel (as opposed to semi-vowel) in an adjacent word does
not seem to exert the same labialising influence, e.g. /uz/ does not labialise
/s/ markedly in Who said that? nor does /oi/ in this ought to.

(b

S

(@) within word:
/t/—dental in eighth (influence of [0])

/k/_advancgd (pre-velar) in key (influence of [ith)
/m/—dental in tenth (influence of [6])

/m/~labiodental in # ] i

vmph, infant (influenc
/af—tetracted in result (influence o(f k1)) ¢t
(b} at word boundaries:

/t/—denta) m not that (influence of fa))
/d/—dental in hide them (influence of [4])

/m/—labiodental in ten Jorks, come for me (infiuence of [f])

) Nasal resonance’—resulting particularly from regressive but also from pro-
. gressive lowering of the soft palate in the vicinity of a nasal consonant.

(a) within word: nasalisation of vowel preceding /m/ in ham and /n/ in and,
of vowel between nasal consonants in man, men, innermost, and of short
vowels on each side of the nasal consonant in amy, sunny, summer,
singer; also /I/ in such situations as in helmet, wrongly; and possible
slight nasalisation of vowel following /m,n/, as i meal, now.

(b) af word boundaries; vowels may sometimes be nasalised somewhat by
the boundary nasal consonant of an adjacent word, especially when an

adjacent nasal consonant also occurs in the word containing the vowel,

N Voice - .
(2) Voice devoicing of continuants following a voiceless conscnant
(@) within word: |

/]:ra 9‘]/ deVOiced fOHO i i FY, ;
Win volCceie L) (] re
W - g i S cons Hallts, E!.g C. s pllght, ql!i
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¢ noted that word- or morpheme-final voiceless consonaris in Eﬁghs
imilate to their voiced counterparts: such pronunciations of nice b
half-done, they both do, wishbone, birthday, as /naiz "boy, 'blag "dres;
e1 'boud “dut, “wizbavun, "b3:dder’ do not occur in GB. -

e.g. the first /a/ in bring another, or 11/ in come in but sor
with no adjacent nasal consonant in the word c:mtai .

(usvally unaccented), e.g. /o/ in come along, wair Sfor nmg
night. Approximants may also be nasalised by a nas lm_e,..
word, e.g. /I/ in rell me. o

58

'Nasality and labialisation

mic assimilations involving nasality (i.e. anticipation or continuation of
wered soft palate position) would be likely to show /b/ (or /v/) - /m/, /d/
/) — /n/, /g/ — //, such changes being based on roughly homorganic
articulations; nasalisation of other sounds, e.g. /1/ or vowels, is never
sitic, there being no nasalised counterparts with approximately homorganic
rticulation. Such phonemic nasalisation as does occur concerns mainly
ars, especially adjacent to the negative nof often written nt. A preceding
consonant, most commonly a plosive, becomes a nasal (and at the same
nal /t/ may be elided). These changes are characteristic only of rapid

12.4.2 Phonemic variations

Different phoneme selection within the same word may occur (either
?wo speakers or between different styles of speech in the same s :;kiér'
ing on the degree of assimilatory pressure felt by the speaker, }:: ' }ar)
be.: /len®/, /lenk®/, or /lend/, encounter may have /n/ or /m/ in,thégﬁ -
disgrace may have final /s/ or /z/ in the first syllable, absolur !r
final /b/ or /p/ in the first syllable and issue may have médial /sj/ o
form /j7. Historically a phonemic change within a word caIJ} (s)
due to assimilation to surrounding sounds, e.g. by labialisation /Wome
or fwar/ (swan, water) or by coalescence /ir.er,ur/ — for/ — /:vl/('
m.ﬂuence of the post-vocalic /t/ ( first, earth, curse) and /sj,zj/ — . .
vision). ’

Many phonemic changes occur in connected speech at word bous
changes'as co;ppared with the phonemic pattern of words’ citation form
phonemic variation is found in changes within the pairs of voiced/s

phonemes and especially in changes involvin dificati
phanemes ¢ g modification of th

> /n/—He wouldn't do it /i 'wonn(t) “dut 1t/, good news /'gun ‘njuiz/
= Jgf — /~—He couldn’t go /hi *kungn(k) "geu/

A/~ /o) — Im/—Good morning /gum “motniy/

vl > /m/—You can have mine /ju ky ham ‘mam/

—» /n/—He doesn’t know /hi 'dann(t) "nev/

4/ n/—He wasn't there /hi 'wonn(t) "ne:/

asalised assimilated form may itself be efided, giving /'gu ‘njuiz, gu 'moinm,
“net/ ete. Note also I dont know /a1 de'nav/, sometimes written [ dunno.
¢ extension of labialisation produces no changes of a phonemic kind, since
sition is not a distinctive feature opposing any two phonemes in GB. /n/
a1/ come nearest to having an opposition of lip action, but the lip-rounding
is very slight and open and, in any case, there is some difference of tongue
sition and a considerable difference of length. Where /w/ precedes a vowel of
ai/ type (and, therefore, might be expected to exert a rounding influence),
her labialisation has become established at an earlier stage of the development
the fanguage (e.g. in was, what, war, water) or tWo pronunciations are today
ed, e.g. qualm /kwam/ or /kwomm/, quaff /kwazf/ or /kwof/. Labialisation
involving a phonemic change to /n/ or /21/ does not extend beyond word
aries, e.g. in two arms or The car won? go. But some confusion may
between a strongly centralised form of /ou/ and /31/ in a labial context, cf.
eren't wanted and They won want it. Such confusion may also occur
n speakers used a labialised form of /t/ (see §9.7.2) in They weren't right vs

on 't write.

12.4.3 Yoicedlvoiceless variations

Word—ﬁnal voiced fricatives followed by a word-initial voiceless consona
with some speakers be realised as the corresponding voiceless fricativ
two words form part of a close-knit group. Thus the final /3/ of wi .
replaced by /0/ in with thanks; the final /2/ of was by /s/ in He was se
ﬁn:al i of of, we've, by /f/ in of course, We've found it. Such a cha;1
vcncelless fricative is an extension of the allophonic devoicing of such (:o'..'g
@entloned in §12.4.1(2). The phonemic change in such examples will be ¢o
;n that a_preceding long vowel or diphthong will be realised in the reduiced
(E)p_r?g)il?eg .tl(z;)i ;yjf(ib)l)e closed by a voiceless consonant (See §8.4.1
. The wez‘ik form of is or has is /s/ or /z/ according to the final cons
d;g ]:J);Zc;iin/% ;;(;r/(.i, cf. the cat’s paw, the cat’s gone /Kats/ vs the dog's p
Itis .unusual in GB for word-final /b,d,g/ to be influenced in the same w
followmg voiceless consonants, though voiceless forms may be heard. in
cpntexts in the speech of some parts of northern England, e.g. the /d/ of
fime and the /g/ of big case may be realised as /t,k/. T .
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havea high frequency of occurrence in word-final position, especially
nial, and so their assimilation leads to many neutralisations in con-
g. /ran) "kwikli/ (ran or rang quickly), fraip "pesz/ (right or ripe
itk “kritm/ (fike or light cream), /" hop manjua/ (hot or hop marure),
ris Show or parish show), fwoff foi “weit/ (What's or Watch your
ith a neutralisation to a iabiodental articulation, /' greip vam/ (great
)y, [ram fo jot “mani} (run or rum for your money).

solar consonants /t,d;n/ are adjacent in clusters or sequences Sus-
milation, all (or none) of them will undergo the assimilation, e.g.
I be late, He won't /waunk/ come, ! didn’t /dignk/ go, He found
4 kind /kamyg/ gift, red and black /reb m ‘blak/. Elision may also

clusters (see §12.4.6 below).

12.4.5 Variations of place

The most common phonemic changes at ies o
place of artic.ulation, particularty mvofl;vmg dgz{fegf(;iig?r - e
are normal in casual speech, speakers are usually unamn' Thoug
mafie.. Th.e phenomenon is essentially the same as that rware_ \
ass!m%lat}on of place. Electropalatographic research’?a1Itmg
assimilations of place are rarely complete, e.g. in a sho_w S
;m ‘zpp?r:?tt. cl;ange from alveolar to labial, as m badnbz)s;smﬂ
esidual articulation i i
(See 92500, 9.6-2(3?. )the teeth ridge may accompany the Iab

(1) Regressive (or antici milati ;
ipatory) assimilation: instability of fis

'V\f-o‘rd-ﬁnal /t,d,n,8,2/ readily assimilate to the piace? otftﬁ:qf
u"‘utla} consonant while retaining the original voicing. /t,d /
bilabials before bilabial consonants and by velars br::fo}e:r:ze

/s,z/ are replaced b lato- P
e D v palato-alveolars before consonants co;[_

rice of Tudss,zf with fj
<s which has led historically to earlier ft,ds,z/ + /i giving /,d5.0.3/
1 a word (nature, grandeur, mission, vision-—8§9.3.1) may operate

ual speech at word boundaries, e.g.

fii—what you want fwotfu “wont/

fjf—Would you? [wodsu/

fji—in case you need it fm ket “nimd 1t/

+ [ji—Has your letter come? /hazol “lets kam/, as yet /a'zet/

1t/ = fp/ before /p.bm/, o '
bm/, e.g. that pen, that 1
“bor, dap ‘man/ g 1 by, that o
— /k/ before /k,g/, e.g. that cu g .
29/, €.8. that cup, that girl /8ak "kap.
1d/ = 1o/ before /p.bm/, e i
‘ .b.m/, e.g. good pen, good b
gub “bor, gub “man/ ¢ > oL

ance is more complete in the case of /td/ +/i/ (especially in question
didn't you?, could you?); in the case of /s,z/ + fj/, the coalescence
may be marked by extra length of friction, e.g. Don'’t miss your train
[far “trem/.
fil speech, some GB speakers may use somewhat artificial, uncoalesced,
in'words, e.g. nature, question, unfortunate, soldier I'nettja, “kwestjan,
nat, “sevldje/. Such speakers will also avoid coalescences at word bound-
ther careful speakers, who use the normal coalesced forms within
ay consciously avoid them at word boundaries. {See also §12.5 below.)

/n/ — /m/ before /p,b,m/, e
b/, e.g. ten plavers, ten boys, ¢
tem "borz, tem ‘men/ v e

/n/ — /n/ before /k.g/, e.g. ten cups, ten girls /ten "kaps,

(As a result of word-final assimilations, m/ may be preceded by
than /},e,a,n,A/. Thus /1/ can occur after long vowels as a result i
e.g [ ve f’)ee-n /bity/ gardening, She'll soon fsuin/ come, his own lau

Assum-latm@ to alveolars and between labials ané velars rng
be hear_d in rapid speech, e.g. same night /sem ‘natt/, king Charle
same kind /sem "kamd/, blackmail / blapmeil/. e G

igressive (or perseverative)

gressive assimilation is relatively uncommon. It may occur when a
is followed by a syllabic nasal and the nasal undergoes assimilation
the same place of articulation as the preceding plosive, e.g. /n/ — fm/
b/, happen, urban /"hapm, “3:bm/; and n/ — fo/ after /k,g/ in second

, organ as /sekn ‘ffains, "oign/.

s — 177 l?efore .00/, e.g. this shop, cross channel, this jik"d
/81 " Jop, krof “fanal, 31" dzads, 31f “jre/. T
fz/ — /‘3/ before /[,i,d3,i/, e.g. those young men /Bau3 'jag ‘men/,
"f1z3 fop/, those churches /dsu3 "§3:iz/, has she? /'hag ﬁ/

m word-internal elisions (see §10.8) and those associated with weak
other ELision of sounds occurs in rapid speech, especially at or in the
“of word boundaries.

Oth.er.lassimilations involving fricatives may occur in rapid speech
aSS‘IIl’ll ate to /s,2/, e.g. I loathe singing /a1 louz ‘sigmy/, What's th
z2 “tatn/, Has the post come? /haz zo Jpaus kam/ :
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. ihsertion of /t/ is obligatory before a suffix beginning with a vowel;
_+e the /r/ is historical, e.g. boring. S
insertion of /1/ is optional, though generally present, before an
ediately following word beginning with a vowel, where the /r/ is
torical, e.g. pour it, over and over again /atsver and auver 9'gen/.

1 [o] an inserted /t/, even though not historical, is generally used

garticuiarly in the case of [a] endings, e.g. Russia and Ching

rama and music /draim mjur ' dia afo i inni .

P e fuwic fdras ‘QI ?m myuizik/, idea of /ar diay ofore a following word beginning with a vowel, e.g. vanilla essence
pakr'stam/, area of agreement /'sirroy. o vaniler “esons/, vodka and tonic fvodkar on “tonk/.

and rather less fir H M

A :'?u;r;tlzlaftej final /a‘,?./ e.g. la‘rw and order i After /ai/ and /ot an inserted /t/, when not historical, is often avoided
aveinspiring : h.bp‘ ormy/, raw onion /ratr " anjon/. Spelling fore a following vowel, e.g. nougat and chocolate Mmuzgair an fokit/,
oo e & :Iln (1m1tnégB factglx; in Fhe use of l?nking . b vw in the wind /strotr m 8 "wmnd/.

g toney ar obi 6 msozg : trers 1:1; t(g) %S;e f/ links, even-_yjp, insertion of /r/ before a suffix, where the /r/ is not historical, is

S ongly.” The comparati by ' igmati st e o

contexts for ‘intrusive’ /t/s following /ar,o1/ tendsp to n:‘li:kz & o sy gmalisth o8 o L e
aware of the ‘correct” forms; thus  saw it /a1 “sorr 1t/ driris . istori i

ate generally disaporoved of thewsh s i o ! , : (as well as historically) the resulting /t/ closes the syllable rather
have fo make & conscious o o e fOcusfs_;c:_ ; initial in the next, e.g. the /t/ of more ice /moir “ars/ is shorter than
ntrusive’ frfs as an undesirable speoch hbit hus ot % of gr 'ﬂ:ce /mo: ‘rats/, the iatter_aiso being associated with accent onset
speakers ot." a pause or glottal stop in such cases of vowel hiat Bl pitch change (see furher o
resullt that, in avoiding ‘intrusive’ /t/s, they have also abandorre |
/t/s in favogr Qf a glottal stop or a glide between the abutting v
secure it [si: .kjoa i}, War and Peace {wo: ?ond “pizs]. As migh;
in th_gse regions where post-vocalic /r/ is pronounced and*,'c;
@en‘uﬁed as _separate word forms in isolation, the tendency
trusive /r/s is less marked than in GB or in GB-influenced type

have a final [a] (/o,e1,31,15,U9/), e.g. in Jar off, four 4
out, fur inside, near it, secure everything. Prescri tc"e
the use of linking /t/ to those cases where there is aE ples
nevertheless many examples of linking /t/ occur wher ;

the spelling, such /1/s being labelled as ‘intrusive’. Suc}? /tr/?g:

5 [I,¥]—In vocalic junctures where the first word ends in /i¥/, /1/, /i/,
ot /a1/, a slight linking [] may be heard between the two vowels,
arms [mar “aimz), may ask [mer Jaisk], he ought [hi ‘jort], annoy
[anor “Yaio], beauty and [bjusti Jand]. But this is not sufficient
equated with phonemic /j/; indeed there are minimal pairs which
trate the difference between linking [!] and phonemic /j/, my ears
10z] vs my years [mar "j1oz], and I earn [a1 “i3in] vs [ yearn [a1 "j3in].
il_giﬂy a linking [Y] may be heard between a final /u:/, feu/ and fav/
a following vowel, e.g. window open [windau “*aupan], now and then
and “den], you aren’t [jur “amt]; and minimal pairs illustrating
g [*] and phonemic /w/ can be found, e.g. two-eyed [tur "“aid] vs
wide [tu: “waid]. Alternative pronunciations, more frequent in rapid
, in the case of the sequences of diphthong plus following vowel,
Ive the absorption of the second element of the diphthong, i.e. of
[1] in the case of /erarot/ and of the [0] in the case of /eu,av/,
ing renderings like annoy Arthur /onol ‘a1da/, my ears /mar “RZ/,
indow open " wimdd supen/ or / “wmder aupan/ (see further under §8.11(8)

The same process is in operation whether ink i i
The pro the /t/ link inserted i
Justfﬁed (lmk'mg) or not (intrusive). The examples below demonstr
environment is phonetically comparable whether the /t/ link is ifse
a suffix or before a separate word and whether it is linking or *in

stir Stirring SHF it in
/star ‘stairm ‘starr 1t “m/

dear dearer my dear Anna idea of it
/dia diara mat drar ‘ana ar'drar av 1t/

Foar Foaring  roar angrily raw egg _

fraz i ro:r “angrali ra1r eg ove).

star starry a star in th ‘

/stal “stazri a star m 5; :q:zal ghe spa al Ef'ath. ‘another possibility, the linking ['] or [*] may be replaced by a glottal
o spaur ot "bax This is most common before a vowel beginning an accented syllable, e.g.

mgry [veri "Rangri] (see further §9.2.8). However, a glottal stop in such
s not so often used as in some other languages, e.g. German, and is usually
ated in English with some degree of emphasis.

There appears to be some graduation in the likelihood of occurrence:
/r/, as follows:
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(3) Other boundaries—1t is unusual for a word-final Consonar
as initial in a word beginning with an accented vowzimt
words being retained (see §12.4.8). Thus, run off, give in"l
/'I:A‘n_l‘)f, gu'vin, le*sofn/ (shown because the nuclear tone’ :
citation, does not begin on the consonant); and get up Zo:)
are not usually [ge "t"ap, Iv “k"aut, sto ‘praigjum] !
strong aspiration characteristic of an accented sylla
or two phrases in common use do, however, show such traps
homg, not at gll are often pronounced {5 "t"aum, not 5 ¢t n!s
considered as constituting, in effect, composite word fm-ma

.« are only potentially distinctive and may not be present in con-
cularly rapid) speech or may have only slight phonetic value. In any
o5 to word identification are merely additional to the large number

the context.

(the pioS:i
ble-initis

ylistic variation'®

.atiires of connected speech discussed in this chapter are common in
speech of native speakers of English and the lack of such features
tnormal, But GB is not a monolithic accent and displays considerable
- ven within the speech of one speaker, particularly in the use of the
.« detailed here. Many factors influence this variation and a major factor
“Hiscourse, e.g. whether a speaker is being careful or casual, slow or
sreover the average rate of delivery'' differs from speaker to speaker
of discourse style.

12.4.8 Juncture

As we have seen in the previous sections words may be conside
at boundaries by factors like assimilation and elision. Neverthele
features may be retained which mark word or morpheme boun,
referred to as JUNCTURE). Thus, the phonemic sequence /pizstark
talks or pea stalks according to the different word boundaries {
or /pii + stotks/). In this case, if the boundary occurs betwee
worc_is peace and talks are established by the reduced /iy/ (inas
a voiceless consonant) and by the aspiration of /t/; on the other han
occurs between /i1/ and /s/, this may be signalled by the relatively
{in an open word-final syllable) and by the unaspirated allophone g
/s/ in the same syllable) as well as a stronger /s/ word-initiaily than

The following examples illustrate various ways i on
in wh
mark word boundaries: g hich pﬁon

an
styles of speech, simple falls in pitch (whether from a high or a mid
ing-point) account for the majority of nuclear tones, between 60 per cent
70 per cent in most conversations.”” The falling-rising nuclear tone
f$ on average for roughly 20 per cent. Thus it may be seen that speech
g a large number of rises or rise-falls is conspicuous in this respect.
al:speech has longer intonational phrases and contains fewer accented
bles than careful speech. Careful speech often shows a concentration
|l-rises or simple rises, e.g. If you pull them off | and put them in a
water / they grow little “roots | and then | you plant them in soil /
they .grow | and then you've got a nother spider plant.

k. forms

use of strong and weak forms does not appear to be a matter of style

(a) I scream far skrirm/ - long /av/, strong /s/, little de
ice cream fats kriim/  : reduced /ar/, weak /s/, dey

(b) why choose fwar fuiz/ : 5
white shoes / y . : long at/, short [J] as eleme pt: insofar as the more frequent occurrence of strong forms in more
wart furz/ : reduced /av/, long /f/ .
© aname ) / ) b ful speech results from additional accents. The use of strong and weak
P 2 nemm : reIat%vely long /n/ word-inits s is entirely regular in both careful and casual styles of speech: weak
aum /on emn/ : relatively short /n/ word-fina rns ocour unless the grammatical word is accented. Since IPs are shorter

possibility of glottal stop befo careful speech, there will be more accents and hence more strong forms.

The g%ottal stop before a vowel beginning an accented syllable in the
is optl?nal and generally not used unless emphasis is required (s .
Similarly, a sequence of words may be distinguished from a smgf

s with weak forms, linking /t/ is frequent in all styles of speech, though
/ link is not necessarily used on every occasion where such an insertion
Id be possible. (See §12.4.7.) Its occurrence is of no stylistic significance.

(a) n?t}'ate /nanrern/ - devoiced A/ he avoidance of so-called intrusive /r/ results from a deliberate carefulness
night-rate /nart rert/ : little devoicing of /t/ by some speakers.)
illegal i . !
® i egagle ﬁllglg / : zlear [] before vowel . AsSimilations occur in all styles of speech. But unassimilated forms gener-
‘g - dark [{] in word-final positio y occur more often than assimilated forms, which tend to increase in

possibility of glottal stop befdr quency in the more casual style of speech, But rate of utterance on its
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own does not govern the use of assimilation. O
‘Iatw/ for just shutting when speaking carefully, neverth‘ele
for horse show when speaking rapidly. Speakers use palat,
lations (of the kind /" spetf [atl/ for space shuttle) and bijy
(of the kind /dap “psisn/ for that person) less commonty i
assimilations (of the kind /fsik “kat/ for shors cuf). Such
is also more common than coalescent assimilations (su¢
as in /meutr’ d&sptsmen/ for nored yachtsman or /z/ + fil=st
for because you). But coalescence is frequent in commey
the auxiliary plus pronoun of phrases like did You, can’t yoys
and may occur even in careful speaking, e.g. Would You
Fwudgu 'latk o 'kap av tir/.
(5) Elision
Elisions do show some correlation with rate of delivery.: I
become more frequent as the rate of utterance increase
careful speech they are almost entirely regular (e.g. alveola
be clided interconsonantally, /o/ in pre-nuclear unaccented s
in unaccented non-initial grammatical words—see §12.4.6y.
they are less rule-bound and may contain unpredictable eli
of /1/ and /3/ in Well, that’s all right /we “ats o3 Jatt/,
(6) Co-occurrence of phonemic features of connected speech
The occurrence of /r/ links, elisions and assimilations is
sense that when the appropriate phonetic environments oce
may or may not operate. If such processes do operate, the
the regular patterns described in §§12.4.5-12.4.7. Utterances
both assimilation and elision in conjunction together. In word
after the elision of a final /t/ or /d/ the remaining fricative o
be assimilated to the initial consonant of the following wor
shop /klsvzd " fop — klouz *fop — klous " fop/, hand made [k
han “meid — ham ‘meid/ and just shutting fdzast "[atiy —idg,
dzaf " fatm/.
(7} Plosive release
An important type of (non-phonemic) variation concerns :
plosives, particularly the voiceless series. As noted in §9.2;
usually has an inaudible release when followed by another stop
But in careful speech, there is a marked increase in the numbe;
released plosives, e.g. [ looked quizzical [a1 fokt" ‘lewizikel]. Wo
their final stops more than men.”

per cent; 3 syllables—2.7 per cent; 4 syllables-—0.3 per ct‘-:m‘t:i
{{ables-—0.03 per cent. When the 1,000 most common word§ 1(11se !
115 it was calculated that some 15 per cent admit of the kin 9{
ability mentioned in §10.9 and §11.3. Half of such words peri:glc-l
variation were monosyllables whose phonemic struct.ure depen e
se of accent placed upon them, i.e. most words with phonemic

iore function words.

ne Sp

ice to foreign learners

need not attempt to reproduce in their.speech all the spegxal
15 of words mentioned in the foregoing sections. But thos;i a?mmg
peaker competence should observe the rules concerning we d( ﬁrﬂ:ls&
jtivate the correct variations of word af:centual patterns and s 01.1.
st use of liaison forms, avoiding in particular an exce§s of prfa—v_oca ic
< In addition, they should be aware of the Englvlsh ass..m.nlaFory
- verning words in context, so as to avoid un-English ass:rmlati}on‘s
that /a1 “larg 3at/ (incorrect voicing) or I was t'h‘ere {ai wal i‘).e./
tal modification of the place of articuiatign): In hstenu-lg. to native
&y ‘should be aware of the types of assimﬂatl(.)n and elision which
scribed above; otherwise they will find i:[ dlfﬁgu!t to upderstanti
ordinary colloquial English. This knowledge.ls palrtlcularly m:ipcf)rtan
ond language is often learned o_ln a b.:.l;ilis gf isolate word forms
i ese will be frequently modified. o
?m};;r—;z??;l rg::ornmended to a?im at a relatively careftfl pronunciation
his own speech but to be aware of the features which f:hare%c‘;emse
al pronunciation, particularly by native speakers. The following dia cvgflileE
o5 some of the differences which may be found between a more care
re-casual pronunciation:

What do you think we should do  this §venmg?
(1) 'wot du: jur  'omk wii Jud “dur  d1s fzvnmn
(2) 'wodzu ‘omk wi  Jaod “dur  das  irvom

How many of wus will there be"!

(I) ‘hau meni ‘'pv as wil  Gex b1
(2) 'hav mni  av  os | 89 bit

There are the two of wus, and probablyl the fwo
(1) Oer ) B tur ov A8/ ond 'pmbsb.h 32 Itu:
() Bar o B 'tw ov s/ m probbli o 't

2.6 Frequency of occurrence of monosyllabic a
polysyllabic words

girls from next door. That'll be four of us/ ah‘?adsf
(1) ‘gxlz from 'mekst ‘do Bat bi “far av as/ axi‘redl.
(2) gstlz frm neks “doy  Batl bi Cforr ov oy or'redi

The following percentages of occurrence of words with different
syllables were found in one corpus of conversations:™ 1 syllable—8
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I think they’ re a nice young couple;

(1) ar 'Ok Jer or o ‘nais jay Jeaply.
(2) a() 6Bk Ber a3 ‘naif Jfap Japl/

B. Pve only talked to them once, but they ' g

(1) aiv  ounli ‘torkt to dom  wans/ bst per
(2} a()v ovni ‘totk to Sm  wans/ bat de(1)

I wonder if we should go to
(1) ar  ‘'wander of wir [od ‘gu ta B g
(2) a(n) ‘wandr if wi g 'gou ta By

| can try and book some seats roungd :
(1) ar  ken 'trat en ‘buk sem  siits/ 3
(2) a() kn "ttar m 'buk sm  sitts/ raun

Notes

Native speakers often make written mistakes of the sort ‘1 could of: goi
this neutralisation. i
2 This will apply only for those speakers who have appreciable rounding
and semi-vowels. See §8.9.11 for the development of unrounding of 4
3 For some speakers /r/ has inherent labialisation and will not be lip-sprea
a lip-spread vowel, R
4 See Cohn (1990). See nasopharynx opening videos 6.5-10, 8.11, 935,
companion website, e
3 See Nolan & Kerswill (1990). They also found girls less likely to assimifa
and /n/ more likely to assimilate than /d/,
6 See also §12.5 for stylistic variation in the frequency of assimilation,
7 Byrd (1992b) found around 78 per cent of sequences of /s,z/ plus
palato-alveolar articulation only (in the Tovrr database of American E
effect from syntax, sex, or dialect.

guage teaching
learning

8 Deterding (2005) in a study of newsreaders on the BBC World Service foy
commen in both suffix and stem-finat /,d/ and most common before initi
fricatives and nasals. -

9 Noted as long ago as Sweet (1890: ix): “Thus [ know as a fact that mo
speakers of Southern English insert an /t/ in idea(r) of, India(r) Office . . . ail
deny it". A century earlier Sheridan deplored intrusive /t/: ‘Another vi e
the letter r to all proper names ending in @ unaccented, as Belindar, Di
Belinda, Dorinda’ (1762: 46). i

10 The information on speech in this section is based on Ramsaran (1978) wha
drawn from twenty hours of recorded conversation involving six GB speak

11 The slowest rate of utterance recorded in conversation in Ramsaran (19
sylls/min (3.1 sylls/sec, 7.6 segs/sec) and the fastest was 324 sylls/min (5
13.4 segs/sec). Byrd (1992a) found men speaking 6.2 per cent faster than

12 These figures, taken from Ramsaran (1978) are slightly higher than tho:

13 Byrd (1992¢).
14 Berry (1953).
15 Gimson (1969).




