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Chapter 7
Standard and reg

example, gives rules ¢
child, may speed?ll;asaﬁ\:-hereby any outlandish or meer Engli
of any word in the En ;I_lltlo the exact spelling, reading wg' ish man, woman, or
‘All grammars are rul égs 1sf tongue’. Writing ‘to the méenriltmg, or pronouncing
vulgar pronunciation butt? ilommon speech; yet I have no: ES student’ hie says:
century the influence of tiit at of London and our universiti ,een guldod by our
there begins an interest i € Cof‘rt.begins to be criticised ez_ In the cighteenth
to his patron, Swift com ”11 .Codlfymg the pronunciation o?nE at ‘the same time
propriety and correctnesls) 21:5 that “the Court which used to gghSh' In a letter
that accomplishment’. He speech, [is now] the worst sch eit.he standard of
as are generally allowé q to\;/an;s to set up a society ‘made u00 fln England for
g quality, party or PTOfessioen’ e}s; q‘;aliﬁed for such a work \}?vi(t)hoi?h persons,
e says that ‘th . He hopes his patr T any regard
of the French [tgepzfs(%s who are to undeitakepthiso r\tvilg(n f:llfl will be part of it.
proceeded right and to a\I/I:'Z F;an@alne] before them to imitellt ha}‘ie the example
Swift’s criticisms, the cOurlt their mistakes’. Nothing came efW ere these have
polite speech. Sheridan as continues to be held up by Somo this, and despite
people of the best taste atSerts tiiat ‘the pronunciation of Ee ?;S the model for
capable of improvement’.” %Jurt is so perfect that there arenfg ish, as used by
concern with correctness o ut there was in the eighteenth :W of our words
end of this century did grammar rather than in pronunci entury a greater
pronunciation become centre Stag;n‘llaﬁon. Not till the

jonal accents

S

7.1 The emergence of a standard

In the three centuries after the Norman conquest official business was conducted
in either Latin of French. There were accepted written standards in both languages.
Classical Latin was that of Cicero and Horace; French was at first Norman French
but later became that of the French court in Paris. Until the latter half of the
fourteenth century English was Very much the speech of the lower classes and

d to replace French in

little of it was written. But from then on English starte
many areas and over ries @ standard written English emerge

the next four centt
(particulaﬂy in spelling and grammar), codified eventually by granunarians i
1

writing which commented on the spok
when one type of regional speech began

sixteenth centurys
ondon and the speech of the monarch’s court

prestige. 1t was L
up as the dialect to be imitated.” John

and London . . _where the general flowe
chosen and read . . . for that unto these two plac
and countries, of the best of all professions’.
Puttenham (1589) gives advice about language 10 poet

Hart noted in 1570 th

the usual speech of the Court, and that of London
London within 60 miles and not much above .
they be noblemen OF gentlemen, O 0

which is not s0 courtly or sO current

the eighteenth century.
Although written English gained ground rapidly in the fifteenth century, an
en language did not appear until the

to be said to ha'
which was he
at it is ‘in the Co

: of all English country speaches
es, do dayly resort from all t0
3 Around the sam
s recommending:

and the shires lying ab
. Northern men, whe
f their best clerks, [use an Eng!
as our Southern English is.*

Johnson in his dicti
unciation of WordsCtlla?lrtlirh}i 75 _5) had intended to give guid
assive burden (it took hi s obviously added too much tf‘“ hance on the pro-
im nine years to compile) and in th‘;/ ath;’las already a
end he gave little

.

ive dictionary to deal wi
al with definiti .
hard words), Kenri nitions (previous
, Kenrick ones had often limi

by Johnson; both att(e]g 7:?1) and Walker (1791) filled t}f: limited themselves
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ks, ‘what is thi = usage] is the soverei tion carefully. In the
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ver suggested wholl ) ich we must so implici guage’ but
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ifs and schools t(:tg’egfersay's’hbe based on the spgézleitegfp:;t of Speakers,
ased on the s ) with those in the 1 the majority in
, peech ‘of th earned professions?
to the ose who, from R 5 ons? Or should
. refinements and elegancies of a C;?litlfpegvtated birth or station, give
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.geﬂeral mass respeCtable usage t .
of speakers have acknowle dge% thlellln.'dngirta.lml number of
; nor will a multitude

mmon speak
ers authorise fats
ed and polite. any pronunciation which is reprobated by th
vy the

o follows a hint that this form of speech may nevertheless sometin
used in other areas of England: ‘in every shire of England there may be gentl
and others that speak . . . a8 good Southern as We of Middlesex Of Surrey

there is the suggestion that courtly speech has 10 some extent gpread as @ na
standard.
ath centuries the spee

Throughout the seventeenth and eightee
and its court are held up as the acme of pronunciation. price (
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8 This comes very near to recommendations in the tw

to attend to the actual usage of educated speakers.
In the last quotation in the previous paragraph there occurs the phrase ‘gener-

ally received’ and this recurs on other occasions in Walker’s Dictionary. And the
word ‘received’ eventually comes to dominate for a long time the idea of a model
for British pronunciation.

legitimate’.

7.2 Early uses of ‘received’ and ‘received pronunciation’
“Received’ as an adjective 18 little used nowadays being only commonly heard
in a few set phrases, notably ‘received wisdom and ‘received opinion’. But its

imes. Among others the

wider use goes back to at least before Shakespearean t
d custom’ (1597), Walker’s use

OED records ‘received form’ (1542) and ‘receive
(1791) is the first time it is used with reference o pronunciation and he uses it
with reference to the pronunciation of words to be transcribed in his dictionary;

there is as yet no idea of a standard system. In the hundred years or SO after

Walker (whose dictionary itself continued to be reprinted for all that time) there
were NuUmMerous manuals 0 and (directed at those

f elocution published in Engl
engaged in public speaking Of acting) which talk of southern and northern speech
but certainly have no concept of a standard pronunciation. Nor does the use @
the word ‘received’ applied just to individual sounds or words seem to becom
any more cOmMMmo Alexander Melville Be
numerous publicat llis tells us that

n; it is not used at all in any of
ions (e.g. 1849). But Alexander E

ver, recognise @ received pronunciat

in the present day We may, howe
e country, not widely differing in

[note no use of capitals] all over th
particular locality, and admitting a cert

especially considered as the educated pronunciation 0

the court, the pulpit and the bar. But in sO far as all these localities
professions are recruited from the provinces, there will be a varied thr

of provinciai utterance running through the whole.’

Two things should be noted about this statement: (1) there is still the refer
to the court, and (2) it is accepted that there will be a region

received pronunciation. Despite other occasional uses of the phrase ‘T
pronunciation’ there is 0o systematic description of any type of standard
ciation alongside the minutely detailed descriptions of very many
Henry Sweet, who was the direct successor to Bell and Ellis, does not ap
use the term ‘received pronunciation’ at all nor does he attemp
preferred model of English. But in his Primer of Spoken English he dis

ambiguous attitude to the jdea of a standard:

any intention of setting up @

1 must disclaim
d those facts which are accessible t0

AllT can do is to recor

Standard and regional accents 77

that variety of s
. poken Enghsh f .
is, the educated of which I have a pe
home of Stan darngesglisgbeolpdon and the distriIcJt rrso)iilr?é li{tno‘iv}iEdge’ that
oth in its spoken and li —the original
hterary form.°

7.3 Daniel Jones, the BBC, RP and GB

The impetus for codifyin :
.. g somethin, : .
pronunciation see g that is consid
from the spread ofb lité)ra le increased interest in spoken la eaching English
Phonétique, founded in 18% in elementary education. The 'Oﬁguage resulting
now the Journal of the Int (in rhe first three years called D}ii frﬂﬁill‘ Lo Maitre
this development. Daniel J ernational Phonetic Association) WOnetzk titcer and
phonetics in England for theones became its editor in 1906 and as prominent in
early in the twentieth cmmf;’guliaglcenmry. Three books by Jonzvsasﬁrt; dotr)rlr'n}late
throughout the century, establi remaining in print in vari , first published
as representing s ’ ished the term ‘Receiv ous later editions
#hat Jones declgar;(?:nfila;c/ii sshpoken British English.™ Bz(ti iIt)riosnu?Clatlon’ or ‘RP’
exist which may be co 'dlt to be understood that other ty also worth noting
nsidered equally good’." NeVerthfl:S ofJ pronunciation
ss Jones’s books,

particularly the English
glish Pronouncing Dictionary and the Qutli of
ine of English

honetics, were r
s thee%:;ieisaesd the standard books from the 1920s t
unciation. Most other bOOkST_egularly to describe standard Bl‘iti(s)lfhg 19.608 and
enerally called it RP in these years promulgated a similar stgféml:jpro-
e largest reason fi ‘ wd and
tieth century was (Z; f}; SPre?dmg of a standard pronunciation i
ormidable head John Reeitghmmﬁg of broadcasting by the BBIC(J)H' ml ;he i
ect. The Adviso L who was much congc ; in 1926 with
) ry Committee erned with prestige i
oneticians on it. Daniel on Spoken English, which h ge in that
uade it to ad » lie Jones and Arthur Lloyd ’ ¢ set up, had
S e gg;tn ?n ilatrve;ﬂlly tolerant attitude. Sg . \’J:rin}eas"t‘gh}?' managed to
blish a unifo ee’s first publication wrote: ¢ eith himself in the
rm spol e: ‘There h
g a common gg;gﬁliang“age ... The policy might b?esci)eeen.no attempt
tly advocated a stand 1C111ator of educated speech’.”® The Bgnbed as that
uncers and newsmagr such as RP. ‘In the early years of bC has never
a by-product of the reesr;-heegd on the BBC spoke with an Rll;oadcastmg,
: icted social : accent but
, rather than Clal group from wh
i thea matter Of deliberate policy.’™ NleC\}:e]?t]SC employment
, promulgation of that accent described i ne;zss the BBC
nes’s books

that only 3 per cent
made in the Ii of the population of Britai
f3 per C];;thltz:;ﬁge, usually.without any att;i{)?iltrioiszra: RIP accel?t
10t one single rcgiz ;;)11“1;60‘[ if a dated version of RP is I‘;:eléatron, 5
is almost certainly hi eature is allowed. But even a fi as the
y higher than that for any other establisﬁ:ge as .low
variety,
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and no other accent is so widely spread (hence appropriate for foreign learners).
Speakers of any dialect rarely regularly speak the broadest forms of their local
accent and any modifications are usually towards RP. All this means that RP
he ‘common denominator’ in many varieties of regional English,

represents {
although, as is indicated below, the term General British (GB) is now preferred.

7.4 ‘Modern RP’

In the latter half of the twentieth century the type of pronunciation represented
as RP changed considerably (even in public schools). Newsreaders and other
regular broadcasters before the 1960s sound noticeably different from their current

nunciations like Scottish

equivalents (even if those with obviously regional pro
es to (ex-)army officers of that period.

English are excluded).’® The same appli

At the same time, with the advent of universal secondary education in 1944
and a huge expansion of tertiary education between the 1970s and the 1990s,
the difference in pronunciati those in public schools and other

types of secondary education was considerably reduced. So we get a modern
type of pronunciation used by a wider range of people and specifically called
‘Modern RP’ by some writers."”

The existence of Modern RP
the term RP only t0 refer to the older type
mainly in the speech of some older people. To such people

as class-ridden, outdated and limited to a small minority in sout
ived Pronunciatio

One scholar writes: ‘Gince the late twentieth century, Rece

has been gradually lessening in social prestige, and is po longer used by man
members of the social and professional groups with which it was traditionalk
'etssociated."8 A BBC Radio 4 programme in 2011 was called ‘RP, RIP?, in whic
RP was represented as upper-crust and dying.” Those who take this attitu
probably have the sound of what we will in this book call Conspicuous Gener

British (CGB) in their mind, a really ‘posh’ variety Jimited now mainly to soI
elderly people.
Alongside speakers of Modern RP there are also an increasingly large num
of people who have this accent with the admixture of a limited number of reg
features (e.g. /a/ 0 words like affer and dance in northern England). This
called Regional RP in earlier editions of this book and will now be ref

to as Regional General British (RGB). When a number of features are adn

into GB from the popular speech of the London area the resultant type of

is often referred to as Estuary English (see §7.12.3).

7.5 Other names for RP

1t will be gathered from the above that RP is not dead but very mu
provided we understand by RP the successor 10 that accent describe:
in the middle of the twentieth century. But it remains true that many

Standard and regional accents 79

laymen, lingui
laymen, linguists and phonetici i
it is posh, it is an i ians, object to the term in a vari
If we accept that tllllljgp; Csfed :tandard, it is too regionally mﬁ?gtﬁf ftways: clther
) nt we are d " N . 3 it is outdated
tinue to be th eSCI‘lbmg is on ed.
In the past tiesteel:nclard, can we call it something bit‘zglsllll O e should con-
If, at some stage in t; erford English and the Queen’s (or Kj?ln I;PIZ
spoke unadulterated RPP";!‘[St3 or ever, Oxford people, or just gOxfo?ge bezn us.ed.
F e Liston 10 waions & is certainly not true now (as ca academics,
Although the presentlg Oxtzndge fions presenting series on %be realdll}’_heard
ueen’s English has changed considerablyrzit 181'1 television).
uring her reign,

at the moment it sti
till tend ;
- alled Refined RP s towards what in previous editions of this book

ok was

The term BBC Enelish i
nglish is used i .
Pronouncing Dicti in recent editions of :
g Dictionary, the Introduction to the fourteenthﬂrelilit(f:)Z mb;‘ ldﬁe Frglish
n of which states:

The time has co
me to abandon th :
The model used . ¢ archaic name Recei -
this is the pronunfco'r :3 ritish English is what is referredeiz),ed ronunciation
1ation of professional speakers employe?lsbBB}? English:
y the BBC as

newsreaders and announ
: cer
BBC Radio 3 and Radio 4. s on BBC1 and BBC2, the World Service, and

. ‘

{i.e. as opposed to Scotti
ottish, Welsh : .
may be weakly tr ’ , or Trish). Given such restricti
are English blelt h:sealthough t]r.lere are some newsreadle:izu;szllons the statement
the CEPD goes on Stgnéeel Tegﬁnal characteristics. Moreover ?Illl: OInu?rcegs b
: ; y: ‘Their s oduction
onnotations of h . peech does not ca
anciation] h;%lg Sil(:ga.l cle}tlss and privilege that RP anl;]r};)gg [m(;stblieople the
in the past’. Th . = Public School
ent they are describing i past’. Thus the editors seem »choo
ilarly it was r. eCenﬂl;%v ;Siélot. 13P’ which is apparently still egilalz:dsa}{mg the
e educated at private ﬁn' The great majority of native speak with PSP
English * The RP sC tgols and it is a misnomer to Callpita ers [of RP]
. The fact that th in these quotations evidentl an accent of
e last quotati y refers to an older
an educated at a on was based on the s type
preparatory school peech of a 50-year-old
onfirms this, as d ool, a grammar sch 0
, as do the vowel di g chool and Oxford Univer:
S not fr ) iagrams in th ‘o . arver-
hat of Socr)llt;geas tgey are in a modern evolveegr;g“lrz /?"/I;Si)mt fowered and
m British, or Standard of RP.
of south-cast E | andard Southern British? It i
out central-sour’iﬁleﬁdols nea;est to the standard descril;eg 11115 tttlriueb thf e
ends quite a r south-western England ¢ s book, but
. w . 3 Wher (3] -
certainly not ‘le}'/e’ug;h& educational scale Particulaerllypﬁ CODscl)nantal
Bie i that 1t & not ecoomaic the main poi rural areas
t . point ab :
o Varieg/ 1;1 not g;ographlcaﬂy limited: there g?:yﬂ;e variety we
i , south-east Engl ; e more pure
ons of Britaj . ngland but there ar
;’ in and even in those areas the inﬂuencee iflifslzer npmber
variety is
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RP has evolved and includes
it, non-phoneticians and even some British linguists
dentifying RP as a type of posh, outdated, falsely
ple, by various senior members of the Royal

England there ar
e lesser numb
the north of En er numbers of speakers of GB i
gland, . of GB in south- .
speakers of GB in Cargl'f}Nales all_d i Scotland (it is notoclll' tf}fli west England, in
speakers of Regional GB} 'and Edm.burgh)_ There are an evl Tult 0 hear local
(i.e. GB with a small admixture of leonca?r%ler number of
characteristics)

in all these areas, I
- Ireland probably h
normally taken to include Northerr}ll Ir:?art;il‘;/er GB speakers (but Britain is not

However, despite many attempts to say that

considerable variation within

and phoneticians, persist in i
prestigious accent spoken, for exam
family (e.g. Prince Charles, but compare Prince Harry’s much more modern

ronunciation). Because of this narrow use by many of the name RP, and the
frequent hostility o it, the name of the accent described in this book has been
changed to General British (GB). But it has to be made clear that, compared
with previous editions of this book, it is not a different accent that is being
described, but an evolved and evolving version of the same accent under a dif-

ferent name.

7.7 C i
onspicuous General British (CGB)?*

C
ONSPICUOUS GENERAL Britisu (CGB) is that

consi ¢
onsidered to be ‘posh’, type of GB which is commonly

schools and wi to be associated with upper- .
Bl e, offcens . tos movy e oty yomites, with publi
years and i ’ ” these areas, has consi C - number
Cib of GB a nlg noofwr engwil(l)rllllyl limited to older Spearliilr?r}?srl};niiclmed in the last
affected and a figure of funa Pdla.lects, a speaker of CGB is o%/t other speakers,
ous use of the vowel /1/ ﬁn.u al:tlcular characteristics of CGB a en regarded as
also occurs in some dialeCta y in words like city, happy, full rf
forms part of /19/ and /va/) 1;) and of a very open word-t’inalj;,e/e (Cl ghough this
p;;)nounwd very open, this tigoerciirsl lalﬁe bitter, here, sure. The vo\?;;l /ZV}/ITZe 1[ )
he vowel /a/ is often diphthongi positions (e.g. in burn, o i/ is also
0] (e.¢. in bon hthongised as [¢a] (c.g. , occur, certain).
Widesprgead or geer’sios[‘zs(ril,avsv;zdow) (though this (las% r:flilzzinTﬁﬂer) and Jour as
owels is that the ton ng as the others). A common fact as never been as
gue and jaw positions are more Opencﬂi); in most of these
n in mainstream

7.6 General British (GB)”
ment for RP, it has to be

In considering what term would be best as a replace
of our eventual arrival

noted that Gimson himself commented on the prospect
(Gimson, 1980: 303) he

at the present situation. In the third edition of this book
remarked that ‘ GENERAL Brimise’ (GB) ‘has been used and may in time supersede
_..RP’. It is now indee NERAL AMERICAN and its

d to be preferred, paralleling GE
abbreviation GA. The first time the term General British was used, at least in
a serious publication, was in Windsor Lewis (1972). In the introductory section
called ‘The design of the dictionary’ the author says:

the conspicu-

this dictionary excludes any British pronunciations which are associate
specifically only with a public boarding-school or any socially conspicuou

background . - . This most general type of educated British pronunciatio
_is described fully in...Gimson’s .. _ pronunciation of English. [Genet:

British is] a welcome avoidance of the less than happy, archaic-soundin
term ‘Received [Pronunciation]’.” ‘

Dictionary (2012) has the entry ‘General Br

8 i ‘
8 Regional General British (RGB)*

empts in the early hi
i hicont nes dytolstrory of the BBC to use announcers who h
But increasingly nlz)v?lvgke protests even from the region 0h ad even a mild
. adays we h . whose accent
ional markers. y ear speech which i i AN
; rs. We call such hybrids REGIoNaL GE;ZR(;? glth the inclusion
RITISH (or RGB).

ugh we choos
e for conveni
e hand and : nience to use two disti
” a regio 1stinct categori
en the two Butg lnal accent on the other, in practi gories of RGB on
. : all types of RGB have s ice there is a gradient

al . L
arge proportion of GB features. omething in common; they all

pared with. Conspi
picuous Ge i,
reflects regi neral British (CGB), Regi
gion is votven, T ey Veiation 2, Regional General British
i ' i : vary accordi
al. Vet it is ence, strictly speaking, we ing to
which is baussizgﬁl to have such a term as RG leiguclld ta].k of RGBs
y GB except for the presence of G;Cfrébe the type
w regional

Maidment’s Speech Internet
English’ and describes it as

es are least associated with any specific
odel employed in the teachin:
It is also known by various |

The British accent whose varieti
of Great Britain. It is the most frequent m

British English as an additional language.
names including BBC English, and Southern (Standard) British English
very widely but decreasingly often, Received Pronunciation.

The eighth edition of the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 52
British pronunciations given are those of younger speakers of General
This includes RP (Received Pronunciation) and a range of similar accent
are not strongly regional’ 2 To complete the full endorsement of these seit

the term General British (GB) is now used in this book. Besides SO




82 The sounds of English

example, vocalisation of dark [H] to [u] in words like held [hevd] and ball [bov],
a characteristic of London Regional (and some other southern accents), NOW
passes yirtually unnoticed in an otherwise fully GB accent. Or, again, the use of
/a/ instead of /ax/ before voiceless fricatives in words like after, bath and past
(part of the Northern English accent within England) may be likewise acceptable
in an RGB. But some other features of regional accents may still be too stigmatised
to be describable as GB, ¢.g- realisation of /t/ by a glottal stop word-medially
between vowels, as in water (in broad London speech) or the lack of a distinction
between /a/ and /v/ (in much of the north of England). Even these two examples
are becoming much less stigmatised than they were.

Special mention must be made of London RGB, because, under the name of
‘Estuary English’, it has provoked much discussion in the press. The vocalisation
of dark [1] to [u] has already been noted as one of the features of this form of
RGB. The name Estuary English was first used because such a pronunciation
was thought to have spread outwards from London along the Thames Estuary into
Essex and North Kent. But claims have been made that this type of pronunciation
has spread not only into areas all around London (i.e. the ‘Home Counties’) but also
into urban areas remote from London, €.£. Norwich, Bristol, Hull, Manchester,
Liverpool, Newcastle and Glasgow. If this should be confirmed, Estuary English
would be competing with the RGBs of these cities 2 Estuary English is said to
be being adopted by those wishing to avoid the stigma of GB as ‘posh’ and .
upwardly mobile speakers of local accents. 1t is often characterised among young
speakers as having ‘street credibility’ or ‘streetcred’ or being ‘cool’, i.e. as bei
fashionable. The phonetic features of Estuary English are discussed further
the section on London English below (§7.12.3).

CGB and RGB are not accents with precisely enumerable lists of features

rather represent‘clusterings of features, such clusterings varying from individ
to individual. Thus there are not categorial boundaries between the three ty
of GB; a speaker may, for example, generally be a GB speaker but have |
noticeable feature of CGB. And the concept of RGB reflects the fact that &
is nowadays a far greater tolerance of accentual variation in all walks o

although only certain types of regional dilution of GB are generally accep

7.9 GB and foreign learners

GB (often under its former name of RP) has {raditionally been the type ¢
nunciation taught to learners of British English as an 12 and that most cot!
described in reference books like this one and in textbooks and dictio
the pronunciation of British English. But it has to be recognised that th
British English in the English-speaking world has changed very consids
the last century. It has been estimated that 750 million people now spe

as a first or second language and a further 750 million learn it 88
language;” of this number native speakers of British English form onl
small proportion. At least 150 million use English in varying ways &

S
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which oredomin cases it is usually a fi
o s ' orm of local iati
OB contimoinat hi(s togr.. in India). However, despite thepc;'onumlatlon ° English
world: 1f 8 model b ldcal reasons to serve as a modells'crepancy o umbers
Gonoral Ammosel (GAe)t 0at all, the choice is stil] effectivleri et o e
both (see §§13.2.3 and 13 4r some amalgam or ‘cut-down’ f b'etween b
common thun cns ena .4). Some sort of model based pri Vel.fSIOIl p
sed on GA; some form of British %ﬂmaﬂly s 15 more
. n
_ Indian subcontinent and j
abou.t the way in which the pron
and international needs

7.10 Recent changes in GB

In this section we su
rve i
last fifty years but whic}l’lcahélllnges In GB which have begun a .
yet embraced. The decision L1mber of speakers, either Smal?pr oximately in the
stablished’, or ‘recent trend’ to regard a change as ‘ahnostozsrirgf et
plete’, ‘well

o 1 is largely b j
gh collected data is referred to V}\//hearseiiro lllt the' o Eement of phoneticians
exists.

’.kID.l Changes almost complete

The distincti
distinction between /o:/ and /23/ is lost

pronounced th e

4/ is lost befo:esirﬁf :? rﬁl usually as [o1]. & paw and pour (or pore) are

P ¥ ‘ 0 OW'

/ lufsmmgls/, /suzt/ and /Ig‘zu?;ng/ 8,2/, e.g. luminous, suit and exh

15 realised as a o e e

rmerly, as a tap [f]pi;s't-alve()lar.ap proximant in all positi

2 ve intervocalic position o ions and not, as
1y s following an accented syllab

syllable,

alld error are pl l l I

of i
/ is now regularly realised as [ou

oV
er, boat and comb as [avve]

] rather th, i
- an the older realisation as [6u],

o culty, 7
syllables, e.g. tune /fam/ em;ngkE\Iily??i]g, S(}Zdler 20l than
> en va]. ’

'anges well established

1 describes
. - .
- pronunciations which are now typical of th
of the majority of
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(1) The vowel in bad, land, amateur 1 lowered from [®] tO [a], i.e. it is close
to C.[a], e.g. D mad, rat, flank, bang and cap. In this way it has become
closer to the vowel used in such words in the north of England (see §7.12.4.)

although it retains greater length than the northern vowel2® This change is
reflected in the changed phonemic transcription used in this book, i.e. from
Jee/ to /a/. Retention of the [&] quality is a marker of CGB.

) fuu,ve/ are fronted to [z;,u:,as],” e.g. good [gud], soon [sum], cure [kjua]
including when Jual is used rather than /oi/, e.g. poor [pus]. The fronting
will in many cases be accompanied by unrounding giving [Liz], eg [gid],
[sim], [kjie]. This fronting (and unrounding) of [v] may also occur in /ov/,
e.g. boat [bowt] or [bait].

(3) The final vowel in words like cify, happy, flabby, witty, daddy, lackey, sparky,
baggy now has the quality [i} rather than [1], which is now a marker of CGB.
Recent editions of pronouncing dictionaries transcribe this with /i/*® without
length marks, indicating that this final /i/ is shorter than /i1/ (and not subject
to diphthongisation), of. the final vowel in ¢ity, possibly, chilly ['siti] ['posibli]
[4ili] with that in settee, jubilee, pedigree [se'ti] [dguzbr Lit] [ pedigrit]. In
the transcription used in this edition /i/ is enclosed in slant prackets to draw

attention to the recent change; but in the description of vowels it is treated

as an allophone of .

(4) Former [ea] becomes monophthongal [e1], e.& fare and tear 3S [fe1] and
[tex]. This is reflected in the revised phonemic transcription of fex/ in the

present edition rather than /es/ in earlier editions.

) pre-consonantally becomes [?], €.g. not very [no? vesil, although su

glottalisation is not acceptable before /1/, e.g. litile [} is inclined to
stigmatised.”

®) 1/ following /n/ is increasingly lost,”
be under the influence of popular London or of Ame
standard.

(N 3l is increasingly used in imports where formerly they were anglicise
&/, .8 beige, rouge, adagio, management,

(8) /ox/ may be used in place of Jual in some, part
e.g. in sure, poor, cure, moor, tour. This chang
some words, like monosyllabic pure as well as non-monosyllabic ¢
puerile, endure and secure, are less likely to have Jo:/ while in othe
impossible, e.g- in dour, gourd, Jure, Ruhr and Ure. It is also imnposs

d from /ui/ plus 2 suffixal /o/ like doer, fewer, newer,

yiewer, sewer (although, strictly speaking, this last is not ana
root morpheme plus suffix). Use of /uvaf or Jay/ is highly idiosynerd
shows no sign of obliterating the phoneme Jual. Spelling may influe!
choice so that pure is [pjve] while poor is [pjos] or [po:l

) A ‘checking’ high rise is used on declarative sentences in convet
narratives, where some form of fall would previously have been €2
e.g. (the mark ~ indicates the high rise) ‘1 was at Heath'toW

(3) /el is lowered, following the lowerin
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They’ve got
a new duty-"fr
New Zealand ee shop’. This w
some fi as a new trend i .
of the U.S. How it hgy years ago and perhaps even beci m AUStr?lla and
a matter of some dis St fpread to Britain in the last tw ore that in parts
number of A“Stfalasilz; e,hsuggested strong influences hae\fltyt;ﬁve years Is
Australian so shop assistants in L © been the high
an o L ondon a .
an illtonationalpprg:trfs on Br‘msh television. It remaingci tlll)e popularity of
ce of this sort becomes more Vvides0 edSeen Whether
pread and whether

it is permanent.

7.10.3 Recent trends

This section descri

escribes pronunciati

. ; 1ations whi

yet typical of a majority of speakers: which are now heard in GB but are not

9 1

change intersects wi

. with the repl

(2) /t/is reali . replacement of / \

ealised with no upward curl of the torlljggé ebt}; /ot/ (s/ee §7.10.2(8)).
p, L.e. /t/ =

as [ved] or [wed :
English, butlg se]énl;? Irsnl(:?s })'Iie? described as one of the featu[rv] orf[u[], red
not somethi . ikely that it is es of Estuary
ing particularly typical of the L(g,zgz;a;endency within GB and
ea.

pulled’ downwards: * g of /a/ (see §7.10.2(1)). i.e. it is bei
. Le. ing

) [9] plUS a non .
-syllabic consonant i
sonant has been th ant is used where previ _
 babylike), e.g. gardei ?OH‘Z (and where the use (E)f t}llleo?zl]y a syllabu.: con-
_ The vocalisation of da%l((l ' }911], bitten [brton], middle [midel] Vlvaas considered
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re widely than

in just London RGB. It i
. . It 1s parti
_in ball, field, well, but ca f Certcetliiflrly common after labial consonants, e.g

g in deal, kill, kneel. ¥ be heard following other consonants

Use of the vari
ant [pu] of /ou/ b
pread S0 Widel 1+ 1 efore [}]7 e.g. i
y that g. in goal, bol
onfined to LondonaRgés reasonable to consid old, moult, has now

er it part of GB, rather than
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nd sta
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0 i nciation are firml i
: | i y establ i
. lastpth iriyly itan.dard Scottish English (SSE) lil;id gs altemative
fon used in Iarge tovgln :r:; ot?]elrs, particularly the poypulare fgg ac?fepted
vy , are still often char: i S e
frange acterised as ugl i
“ i use(ihge.mN?VE?astle) by those (espec%a}lllileff I‘;Illver};gd
e em. This remains so even th o
Sl gggn varu.ety) are heard daily on TV 0;1%1}1 the‘se T
otations of speech features which thora(liiloh this is
, though they have
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Jost some of their force, have by no means completely disappeared. On the other
hand, GB itself (and particularly where there are sOme features of CGB) can be

a handicap nowadays, since it may be taken as @ mark of affectation or @ desire

to emphasise social superiori‘ty.36 Most speakers of GB have themselves become
is used by only

aware of the fact that their type of pronunciation is one which
a very small part of the English-speaking world. An American pronunciation of
English, for instance, is now completely familiar in Britain and a ‘mid-Atlantic’
accent is common in pop-singers. The changing awareness of different English
accents has been bolstered by the large number of recent immigrants who speak

English with hugely varying competence and a multiplicity of accents.

7.12 Comparing systems of pr'onunc;ia\t:ion37

A comparison of pronu
kinds (as first discussed in §5.3.5):

(1) SYSTEMIC DIFFERENCES (OF
system is different, i.e.
greater. The GB contrast between /a/ and /az/ may 1ot be pr
or in Scotland, e.g. Sam and psalm being pronounced the same. The confra
between GB /a/ and /u/ may not be present in the English of the north
England, e.g. pult and put are pronounced the same. The presence of [
after [g] in such a word as sing deprives [n] of its phonemic status in
north-west midlands of England, ie. [n] then only occurs as an allophot
of /n/ before /k,g/ as in sink, sing which are pronounced as /smk/ and /sy
and there is no minimal contrast between /g/ and /n/ as there is in GB, ¢

between sin /sm/ and sing /sm/ (see §7.12.4).
(2) DISTRIBUTIONAL DIFFERENCES  (Of different ph
system may be the same, but the phonetic context in
may be limited, e.g. in GB /t/ has a limited distribution, being restric!
re-vocalic position as in red or horrid (accents of thi

its occurrence t0 P
are called NoN-RHOTIC). Others like most American and Scottish accents

a wider distribution of /r/ and are termed RHOTIC. In these accents /1/
pre—consonantally and pre-pausally as well as pre-vocalically, thus
car will be pronounced Jpairt/ and /kaxr/ (cf. GB /pa:t/ and kail)-
tribution of /r/ in this sort of accent more closely reflects the spel
§§7.12.1, 7122, 124.7). But note also that pre-consonantal frl m
even in GB as 2 result of elision (se€ §10.8(1)(b)), e.g. carol [kar
(3) LEXICAL DIFFERENCES (1. different phonemes in particular WOLK
system may be the same, but the occurrence of phonemes in som!
different and this difference is not simply a consequence of syllal
as in (2) above. The English of parts of the north of Engli
opposition Juy/-fu/ like GB, but nevertheless uses fuy/ in; for €X
and took (see §8.9.10). Other accents have /ol and /a/ like GBb

nciation in two dialects will reveal differences of several

S
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instead of /a/ in, for
cloth and cross {) example, one and among (s
(4) REALISATIONAL Dl;l;Eizpular London (and in dfefj eCe G§§.)91.16). GB has /v/ in off;
dialects but the phonei\i(éEs_-The system of contrasts iavih/ o1/ (see §8.9.8).
s the same in two

opDositi realisation of
pposition between the vowels of bair :r(r)gl; phonemes is different. The GB
oa ’

of the north i intai
orth of England, but the realisation of bt 1s maintained in the English

compared wi : i
with the diphthongs in GB (see for0 ?XVOWGIS is monophthongal
s a

of English throu o
like lesson and ﬁill];lgu?fltam and Ireland have ann}?/le’ §7.1.2.4). Accents
while in most of S COtlanén':n'OStdOf Ireland and Wales t;’lzci/ilr;rrng in words
it is clear []] before it is ‘dark’ [H whereas i is ‘clear’ [1]
. : i m t i
(e.g. in field), vowels (e.g. in /esson) and dark [}il]e i?lolégll of England
er positions

1.12.1 General American (GA)

ty, although the latt

. er has pro iati
tretching from Virgini pronunciation characteristi

in eristi i

e remaining area)?Géi;S ITexas and to all points soutlf\iz;) fdltS own), Southern
American which does r?o t‘ﬁ‘flerlcan (GA) can thus be rel;gz) (?nc;i General (all
s ave mar . rded as th

way comparable to GB) and is someii:rieregional characteristics (anilt f: nu];

S

as GB, not entirely justi refe

e y justifiabl referred to as “Netw 1

ish’). It is the standard modei/ g;‘,:ggegs, i ork English
ron

$ sometimes ref;
L rd e erred to as ‘BB
sia (e.g. the Philippines) and parts ofunc}aﬂon of English as an L2 i(li

dare pron()unced . . )
bset has /51/, eg ;Z;toh /@/ in GA, e.g. cod, spot, pock which have
¢ examples, these f:rvi’c;gonef often, cough, oranée porii',dbOt(ﬂa o
for an increasin uently involve a following voi ge (as can be
/ g number of GA g voiceless fricati
v/ and /az/ fall together but /o?}?eakers (and most Canadians)“ilegi

TS i
cod, calm and cause will have talso falls in with this group; for

iffer . h
ence of lexical occurrence ¢ ¢ same vowel.
o

. GA they ha . ncerns w .
onteXtyof aV;O/Iail(/).W Iillllke thc change from /D;)rtis/;’\f?lt;}? in GB have
other consonant th g voiceless fricative, or altern t%s commonly
S fplant) (in i Y ~GA Jpast/, GB prratively a nasal
d 1o the pronunciati A is like much of Norther: 3/~GA /aftarl,
lon of /t/ in pre-consonantal posigof: ils}]—.‘ﬁsee
entioned
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nt of vowels before

in the previous paragraph, there is considerable re-alignme
/x/, so that merry and marry (and sometimes Mary too) may be pronounced the

same while short an have different vowels (/o1/ In the former and

[o] in the latter,

Differences of realisation are always numerous between any tWo systems of
English pronunciation and only the most salient will be mentioned. AmMOng the
vowels this includes the realisation of the diphthongs Jer/ and /av/ @s monophthongs
{e1] and [o:], hence Jate [lext] and Joad [loid]. AmONg the consonants, /r/ is either
phonetically [4], ie. the tip of the tongue is curled further backwards than in
GB, or else a similar auditory effect is achieved by bunching the body of the

tongue upwards and backwards (this latter form of /t/ is nOW intruding into GB);®

it/ intervocalically following an accent is usually a voice

[bera] and may sometimes become [d1 producing 2 neutralisation between i

and /d/; and /1/ 18 generally a dark [4] in all positions in GA, unlike GB wher

it is a clear {11 before vowels and a dark [1] in other positions (see §9.7.1).
hange in the realisation of the short vowels in GA is increasing

reported, sometimes called the ‘Northern Cities Shift’,* although it now see

more widely spread than this. The vowel principally affected by this shift is /

which becomes closer to [g] or [ea], or even [e] or [eo]. This affects both tho

words like sad which have /a/ 1o GB and those words

/a/ cotresponds t0 Jay/ in GB. In other areas of the U.S.

Ohio, and Jackson, North Carolina, short vowels seem 0 be going in the oppo

direction, i.e. ,e,al are lowering and losing a tendency to d'rphthongisation:

7.12.2 Standard Scottish English (SSE)

There are nowadays taken 10 be three languages in Scotland: Gaelic,
and (Scottish) English. The Northumbrian dialect of Old English spread i
south and east of Scotland at much the same time as it spread through E
and has continued in use as present-day Scots. A different type of Engli
re-introduced from the south of England in the eighteenth century. but W
sequently much influenced by Seots; it is this that is now described as
English. Most speakers in gcotland will slightly
of speech between Seots and STANDARD gcorTisH ENGLISH
situations. The typica. of Scottish English
the GB distinctions between Jai/ and /a/, between /ux/ and
and /o/. Thus the pairs ant and aunt, s00t and suit, caught and cotare P
the same. On the other hand there may be a phonemic split correspotl
Je/; while most such words have 2 vowel of an [€] quality,
~have a vowel of an [£] quality, €-& heav
SSE also has 1o J10,ua/ because, like General
peard and dour are pronounced a
Jex/ (formerly Jeal) 18 followed by an fr/, 0
gome speakers will also

d tap in GA, €& better
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corresponding to GB /31/ in bi
schwa [] in such i blrpz’,.serve and turn,
only semi-rhotic (i‘f“’;)rdrs‘_3 Rhoticity in SSE is de’c(l)itrlzzs }\?Vli the same r-coloured
ently). Moreover the‘lgx'—pal}sal- and pre-consonan talg/ /lt many speakers now
to GB: short and sport ical incidence of vowels befo r/ may be treated differ-
may have different vowels as i;e G/X m}zzly not correspond
, Snort rhyming with

caught but sport with boat

The SSE vowels ¢ .
(as in General A mer?gis)Pondmg to GB /e1/ and /ov/ are typi
vowel common to soot ; ec.ig. ggt? and boat are [ge:t] andlmcally monophthongal
words, but is considerab} nd suit is not like either of th [bo:t]. Moreover the
y fronted to something like [¥] h:nGB[' vowels in these
» hence [syt]. More gener-

ally there is no s ;
ystem ; .
25 there is in GB ic durational difference between 1
. ong and short vo
wels,

The chief differenc :

s of a tap [1], o reesd ffpég GB in rhe realisation of the co
i and [1] (the usual type ln] aGnd trip [teip], though there onsonants lies in the
ocalic positions and generall B), the use of [1] being m is variation between
rk [#] in all positions l}’ more prestigious. The phonem 0/r Y in post-
ften realised as a lot’t e [htﬂ and plough [ptav] Ffa s most commanly
glottal stop (like London below) égmzlly, eryosalic /i
, €.8. butter [ba?a]

3 London Engli
g"Sh, Estua .
London English (MLE)ry English (EE) and Multicultural

ost dialectal ty
e pe Of LOndOrl .
arieties above (Gene speech is called C
it : ockn :
Ji}uch a class dialect 2 Amen.can and Standard Scotfiys.h[ghk‘.3 the previous
ey includes a consider: ba regional one. In its broadest f nglish), Cockney
baractaristios OfCof:ll le vocabulary of its own incls d.OFm the dialect of
speech than its vocagfly pronunciation are Sl;read l1lr1c1)lrlg thyming slang.

as popular London or b ary; this type of pronunciati e widely through
on in London is now road London. The prevalence 10? we henceforth

1 as Multicultural II:HUCh challenged by the growth of a Cockney pro-

tion. ondon English (MLE), dealt Wit(})rf what has come

- > towards the end

previous two ty
S voviel pho pes of pronunciation there :
few (Compsredn:;ﬁ;s(;ztween GB and populairrre]jlc?ndCl ifferences in
wever, a lar, and SSE) differ don and there
‘ > g€ num . ences of .
0 be uniformly Clober of drfferences of realisatiorlleﬁcal incidence.
sound like set ancfer than in GB, e.g. in sat, ser : he.Short front
e short vowel /a/ set itself like sif to Speal<ers fr and sit, so much
oticeabe is the diphtho forward to almost C.[a] Ofn?thef regions.
s between [ou] ln1phthong,{1sation of /it/ (= [oi]) -/ ong the long
90t [baut], Swo(r)crz’p [lslemde]-medial]y and [owa] I’nol;;h(: (ou]) and
onunciation oud], saw [owa]. Broad eme-finally,
Ul = [a1], e.Z Olfa? number of diphthongs /erI;O.{l c[lon speech also
- late [lart], light [lait], no [nav] nili,/ /[aI/T ai],
’ na:]. The




