"Only a groomed woman deserves her name"
Fashion, utopia and stardom in Czechoslovak film musical Lady of the rails

The 1960s socialist Czechoslovakia witnessed a series of liberalization tendencies.
Apart from relieving the political-ideological pressures, the decade also brought
substantial changes in terms of lifestyle. Film musical Lady of the rails (Dama na
kolejich, 1966) addresses these shifts through female emancipation and fashion.
Departing from earlier visions of a liberated woman through the notions of work, this
movie offers an image of a strong, powerful heroine through her look. While delivering
this compelling message on the importance of personal style and grooming, it also

oints to the limits of such position.
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