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Alison Bechdel, a careful archivis
of her own life, began keeping a journal

when she was ten. Since 1983 she has been

chronic

in the fictionalized Dykes to Watch Out
For strip, “one of the preeminent oeu
vres in the comics genre, period
(Ms.). The strip is syndicated in fifty
alternative newspapers, translated

and collected

into many languag
into a book series with a quarter
of a million copies in print. Four
of her books have won Lambda
Literary Awards for humor, and
The Indelible Alison Bechdel won
a Lambda Literary Award in the
biography/autobiography cate

gory. Utne magazine has listed
DTWOF as “one of the greatest
hits of the twentieth century.”
Bechdel lives near Burlington,

Vermont,

Houghton Mifflin Company

g the lives of various characters

If David Sedaris could draw, and if Bleak House

had been a little funnier, you'd have Alison Bechdel’s Fur

Amy Boom

Bechdel’s memoir offers a graphic narrative of uncommon richness, depth, literary resonance
ind psychological complexity . .. It shares [much] in spirit with the work o Katr, Tobias
Wolff, and other contemporary memoirists of considerable literary accomplishment

5 :

Rirkus Redictus, sarred reviey
Stupendous. Alison Bechdel’s mesmerizing feat of familial resurrection is a rare, prime exam
ple of why graphic novels have taken over the conversation about American literature. The

details —visual and verbal, emotional and elusive — are devastatingl an artist ir

total control of her craft - P
Chip Ridd
Brave and forthright and insightful exactly what Alison Bechdel does bes
Dovothy Allison
oy oF Basrard Oltt of Caroling

ISBN-13: 978-0-618-47784-4
ISBN-10: 0-618-47784-2
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Alison Bechdel — she’s one of the besty one to watch out for.” —HARVEY PEKAR $19.05

A fr

from a cult faborite comic artist, marked

sh and brilliantly told meneic

by gothic thists, a family funeval home,

ual angst, and great books

This breakout book by Alison Bechdel 1 darkly

funny family tale, pitc erfectly illustrated with

Bechdel's sweetly gothic draw Like Marjane

Satrapi’s Persef

t’s a story exhilara strited

to graphic memoir form.

Alison’s father, a historic preservation

2

Victorian home

listant parent, and a

Fun

1al who, as it turns

-~

..L. out, isi h his male students
- and babysitter. Through
: narrative that lternately heart
: breaking and fiercely funny, we are
= drawn into a daughter’s complex
yearning for her father. And yet,
% apart from assigned stints dusting
1: caskets at the family-owned “fun
(/; home," as Alison and her brothers
(o) call it, the relationship achieves its
= most intimate expression through
o] the shared code of books. When
m Alison comes out as homosexual
0 herself in late adolescence, the de:
; Rotiementits feivifthara it
m redemptive

< ARIESINSH O BN B EREGE G NN E e

Houghton

Mifflin 0606




%i'
2
Vo

e —
——

2 P

S < W
SGary
'. -.'&'

" 'DD%ZQ

=

_—
]







IWOH NN+



MIOAM3N NOJsOd
ANVAWOD NI4iW NOIHONOH

R

13qHO39 NOSITY

DINODIODVHL NIIANVA V

Il!.l'llll




ZEYSOLE 60N

VOIAIWY 20 SALVLS a3UNN 3HL NI QAUNREd

¥OEOEQS00T TOQ-EL6S L
9007 WZLSLED'LZLIN
"FUWL T STHAON JHLVED €
D13 'SdRUS 'SHOO0E IIWODI-SILVIS QIUNN-SISINOOLIVD T
"213 'S4RIS ‘'SHO0T NWOD—"21va ‘NOSITY "13aHI38 |
T-b6LLY-819-0 ‘Ol-NBST
$—p6LLy-§1F-0-BLE EI-NEST
WO d
“T3QHIIE NOSITY / JIWONSVAL LTWva ¥ | 3WOH Nnd
“Alva 'NOSIy "13aH038

ViIVa NOLIYOITENd-NI-aNiD0 TWivD SSIHaNOD 40 ivaiar

WO SHOOGNI THHWNOLHONOH MMM T3 LIS g3M dnO LISIA

*E000L HEOA MIN HE0A M3N 'HINOS 3NNIAY vd Sl
"ANVANOD NITIW NOLHONOH 'SNOISSIWEEY OL AUNIM H00Q SIHL

WOH4 SNOLLDFTIS FONQOH4Td OL NOISSIWHId LNOay NOLYWEONI H04

QINHISTY SIHSE Ty

T3qHI3Q NOSITY A9 200Z (B LHAMLL0D

“ONIHIAAFAT 4O FLAS NI
‘Nn4 40 L1017V 3IAVYH alg IM

‘NHOL aNy ‘NVILLSIHHO ‘WOW 204



L8l A3NINOL S,OAIHLUNY 3HL °L

ISI QNVaSnH Tv3al 3HL "9

2k HIV3aQ 30 NVAVEVO
ARAOTOI- VNV IFHL °S

L8 ¥3IMOT4 NI STIID ONNOA
40 MOQVYHS IHL NI ‘b

SS IHLOAUISYIVO @O IVHL °E

SZ HIV3A AddVH V °2

| AFAAY Q10 ¥3IHIV Q10 °}

SIN3INOD



JDDI41L3Y a0 ‘43HLvy4 10

.........
k]

i

omaam
&

AITX

e

warrmas,
CEITIPrT OGBS T




(a6ed jue|q)



4004 IHLNO P43
S3/1NOSH3d INO |;
3H3HM SOLLYGORY
'SNJBR IHL NI K771

“of
h = T - _.__-_ ’
e TSN oS5 1

"WIH 3A0GY aFIVOS I NIHM FONVTVG L03443d 4O INFWOW IHL HDIOM
AINVLAFO aNY LOVINOD TWOISAHA TV FHL HIHOM T13M DOHNOISIA V SYM U

"HOVWOLS AW aNV 1334 SIH N3aMI3g o INVIRIIV, 40 1O4S ¥V
INIOd LOAId 3HL NO TTV4 a1nOM A03 NO aF VAT 39 ATTIVNOISYIDO
1HOIFM TN AW "3W @3IHONNVT 3H Sy ATNO 3NIW ‘SATHLV S ANVYW DI



ot

h o £
- —rr e
L

WINVA 3HL 139 09

\ @u Sl on¥ SIHL
*3SNOH @10 JNO 40 & =<

NOLLYHOLST TVOVINVWONOW SIH SYM “aNOqa 1OV 3UN® 139
IGYNOEY UINIWIAIIHOV ISAUVRIO SIH - OL a39VIVWWW 3H 'OS ala 3H 20439 Ing

M3 T3 QNV FOIAQY SRAIFHLVS SIH a3UNO0T4 3H U3 L4V SNVl 40 31V4 3HL ONRISAISNOD



s el \‘\l
ILLY S dWLS

Q7O 3S3HL HSVM

e
\.Jw.......r ...m-l.\.#.h

"SUW NI dNNO4 T SINO IV
AA3IQYOAIWI-ANVH 3HL dn - - H
1nd N¥O 3M OS SNIVLND i

‘NVW3QA393T FTGVIHIVWRI SAIHIVE AW AQ VIV NIHL

WO4 a3oNq0dd SV 1HONOF HONW OS LON 3HIM ISIFHL--SH003 aNNOg-3TV0 50

SIATIHS FHL 'SAIMIANVHO VIS FHL ‘FOVIdTdI4 FIGVW FHL 'STOINMOD 1119 3HL

‘Cq OLX30M
3AVH NOA "3WOH
IWWVL aN3S

ua___ 55 ivosry
NN |

"HORI LON 3d3M
3M Ing "dF3LVT HONW TUNN TWNSNNN
MOH AUIWX3 AUVIORALAY LNQTNOM

I HONOHL “TWNSNNN F3M 3M 'LV NI

SIVHM _ »

£
¢ X

"AVM ANV NI TVNSNNN 30 'HORI SYM ATiwv=
AW LVHL NOLLVOITdWI 3HL Q3IN3SR

I BNW3a aTNOM I ‘NOISNVW V¥ 3SNOH
ANO QI TIVO NRAQTIHO HIHLIO NIHM



1v 09 aTnOHS

A

"dIHI INVd V WO+ BOMAINI QORI3d ‘HSRINO 14 ANVHAZO IS TIVIWS 3HL
Q3HSINIZ "TAUNI NV RANCNOD @ INOD 3H HLM WOO V FAN9I3SNVLL aTNO2 3H

‘a109 OINI™ “*39VEIVO NIdS ATNOD YIHLY AW




] 1 |

et
b

Fa

": f—

———

‘gOL SIH LNSYM NOLLVEOLSTS TWOrdOLSIH
=t [ =

iSI3IMO4

W ~ or ""HINRIAGYT SNOWV: FHL a3N9IS3a
&t (W) o/ QN NOS SIH §03 SONIM 3HL Ling
. _ | S OHM ISLINTOS QVW LVHL "H30I3LLY
L4Va0 SIH 40 3SOHLOLING ‘ALFDOS 30 TNFTINIS LYHL--SNTVaFva OSTY SYM
SMV1 3HL OL LON QId3MSNY OHM aNv™ 3H 'SNAVOI SYM A3HLIV AW 3l 304




-

1] .
."(rfr'.'

Y

W)

)

A

A

MOMENT OF WEALTH, FROM THE
THE SHUTTERS AND SCROLLWORK WERE
SHEATHED WITH SCABROUS SHINGLES.

PENNSYLVANIA TOWN'S ONE BRIEF
LUMBER INDUSTRY, IN 1867.

OUR GOTHIC REVIVAL HOUSE HAD
BEEN BUILT DURING THE SMALL

"":*‘ o

STEADILY FROM THAT POINT, AND WHEN  GONE. THE CLAPBOARDS HAD BEEN

BUT LOCAL FORTUNES HAD DECLINED
MY PARENTS BOUGHT THE PLACE IN 1962,
IT WAS A SHELL OF ITS FORMER SELF.
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