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1 I
The MarQrdorn of St. Poþcarp

The church of God dwelling in Smyrna to the church of God of
Philomelium and to all the communities of the holy Catholic
Church everywhere: ma2 the mercl4 þeace, and loae of God the Father
and Jesus Christ our Lord be multþlind.l

1. We are writing to you, dear brothers, the story of the martyrs
and of blessed Polycarp who put a stop to the persecution by his
own martyrdom as though he were putting a seal upon it. For
practically everything that had gone before took place that the
Lord might show us from heaven a witness in accordance with the
Gospel. Just as the Lord did, he too waited that he might be
delivered up, that we might become his imitators, not thi.nking of
ourselues alone, but of our neighbours as well.z For it is a mark of true
and solid love to desire not only one's own salvation but also that
of all the brothers.

2. Blessed indeed and noble arc all the martyrdoms that took
place in accordance with God's will. For we must devoutly assign
to God a providence over them all. Who indeed would not admire
the martyrs' nobility, their courage, their love of the Master? For
even when they were torn by whips until the very structure of
their bodies was laid bare down to the inner veins and arteries:
they endured it, making even the bystanders weep for pity.
Some indeed attained to such courage that they would utter not
a sound or a cry, showing to all of us that in the hour of their
torment these noblest of Christ's witnesses were not present in the
flesh, or rather that the Lord was there present holding converse
with them, Fixing their eyes on the favour of Christ, they despised

r Jude z. z Phil. e: 4.

Mapnipcov roû Ayíou lIoÀurcó"pnou*

'H èrcrcþøíc- roî ïeoû, fi r.o,porcoûoc- D¡,alpvav, rfi èxrcþoíq' rcû
ïeoî, rñ napotrcotiøg èv Øt)ro¡.r'qÀ'kp rco,L ráoats to,îs rca'tè, nó'v¡a

róno, ìfis ó.yias no,ì. rca1oÀ.rrcfis èx¡<\tloio,s no,porrclø,,s. ëÀe os rcoi

5 eiptivr¡ rcai å'yó.nr¡ ïeoû z,o,rpòs xo,i' roô xvpíou fip,ôv'Ir¡øoû
Xpsroû n )\r¡ 0 u v 0 e ír¡.

l,'Eypd$ay,ev ,i¡tîv, <iôeÀ{oí, rà rco,'rà toùs y.aptupioa'vras xo,i ¡òv

y,axó,ptov ilohirco,pnov, ðors ó3onep &r,'o$payíoas ôrd' zfs pop-

,uplr"s airoõ xarénotoe ròv Eøyp,óv. oXeôôz yàp ná'vrø rà npo-

rc ó:yovra' èyévero, iva ì¡p,îv ó nlprcs d,vo\ev ètrrôetfu rô rco,rà rà
eùayyéÀ,cov p'apnJprcv. 2. neptéy,evev yàp'ívø r.apo,õo?fi, ós roi ¿i

rcúpnos, íva ¡.,'r.¡n¡ro'ì' xøi ë¡y,eîs aùtoî yevóy'eila', ¡t\ y'óvov ørco-

noûvres rå xa?' ëauroús, <iÀÀ,ì rcøà tò rca.rà" zoùs zéÀos'
ày,irrr¡s yàp åþîoôs rco,i pepo,íos èorív, p'ì7 p,óvov ëøaròv ïéÀew

ry ø<i(eoflat dÀld. rcei ndl¡os r"ùs dôeÀforís.

2. Murcdp,'o' y,èv oôv rco,I yewøîa rà ¡'øprúpta ndvra tà' xotà ¡à
\éMp" roô ïeaû yeyovórø. 6eî yàp eðìapeorépous í¡y,6.s únd'pyovras

rþ leQ rì¡v rcørà, ttéw<,¡v å{auøíøl à.vonflévo;c- z. rà' yàp yevwlov

arlrôrv't<øi-f,oo¡rørrvql:¿Kòv xaìSÀoõéotrwav rls oùrc &' flaaptoeæv; ot
co ¡rÅon{t ¡.tèv rcorø$wfld"t.es, ítore péy¡x ñ* ëøat $Àep&v xai

crprt¡pôv rrtr tft øcprôs oíxorc¡tíw îearyeîo1at, tmép<wa,v, ós roi'
roùs repreørât¡os êÀeeîv rco,i ðõrlpeoîo,¿' zoJs ôè rcoù eis roooîtov
yewo,tÅnnos èÀfleîv, ,lote ¡.,.íye yprital y,íye oretd{o;, rwà afnãv,
ènôetxw4,êvow ãnatcv fip,îv, Ert èxeív1¡ rfi åpç paow$ópevat rfis

e5 ooprôs å'ne\fi¡nw oî' pó,prupes rcû Xpøroû,¡rãÀÀov ôê õr t r'o.peorcbs

6 rcrlp.rls åpíÃa oútaîs' 3. rcøï rpoø€yorres rf roû Xpøtoû Ttpwc

r-9 : Eusebius, HE ív. 15. 3 (Schwartz, 336) 5 å'rò ïeoÐ PHPCV

7 dôeÀfoi å:yam1toí M 16 sq. cf. Eus., f/E iv' 15. 4-t4 (Schwartz, 336 sq')

* On the text see Introduction, pp. xiv-xv.



4 ACTS OF THE CHRISTIAN MARTYRS I
rîv xoo¡.ttrcô,l rcaT e$póvouv pøoólav, ôlä, ¡rcôs citpøs fiv ølcíwøv
Kó^q.o'.v è(øyopø(óp,evor,. rco'L rò ñp fiv aúroîs ,þuypòv rò rô¡v
ànavûpórav paoavtorôn. npò ð$0ø,),y,õ, yàp eîyov þuyeîv rò
o,l,clvrcv xo,i ¡.+r¡Eêrrore opewúp,evov rco,T roîs rfis rcapïías ð$flalgoîs

5 ð,véB).etrov rà, n¡potiy,evo roîs útro¡-,,elvøow å,ya1ú,, à" oüre ois
t!rcouoev, oüre å$?aÀ,pôs efôeu, oü¡e êni xapõíav å.v0pcit-
nou å.vépt¡, èrcelvots 8è úr<ôeíxwro úr'ò ro8 rcuplou, oTrep yr¡rcért
d.v9panoc rilÀ' riôr7 eþye)w fioav. 1,. óp,oícos ôê roi of eìs rà. 1qpíø
xaraxpïéwes úrép,ewav âe¿yès roÀdøe6, rctfpurco,s p,èv únoorpav-

rc wlpevot roi dl),o¿s z.orxíÀøv po.odv<ov ì6êats ro)ta{ó¡l,evu ilvo, eì,

õuvr¡ïeír¡ ó rúpøwos, ôaì {s èøry,hvou xoÀó.oea¡s eì,s d.pvr¡øtv ar}roùs

ryâþn.

5. 'O ô¿ Aaup,o,or.tlrøros lIoìtirco,ptros Å p,èv npÃtrov å.rcotjoas oùrc

èro.pó.y?r¡, dÀÀ' êporíÀezo rca.rà, nóÀw y,évew. of ôè nÀeíous ërecilov

so øùròv úne{eÀîeîv. rcai úne(ffìîev eis å.ypí6rov où p,ørcpùv ,å.øéyov

z xóÀool: [øl¡v M 4 opetúpevov aûp CVM 5 èvép)tenov NI
J oínep p,qxht,: eítep \onår oùrcé¡¿M rr å nlpøwos codd,: del Funk-
Bihlmeyer 26 tpoor.ávros : (rpo)âôdlzcs (HV) C fortasse ut glossam éau¡oîs :
érouolous cotú, Zahn t < è$' > ëavtoîs mallem
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the tortures of this world, in one hour buying themselves an
exemption from the eternal fire. The fire applied by theirinhuman
torturers was cooled: for they kept before their eyes the knowledge
that they were escaping that eternal fire never to be extinguished;
and with the eyes of the soul they looked up to those good things
that are saved up for those who have persevered, which neither the
eor hos læørd nor the Ee seen, nor has it entered into the heørt of manzs but
to them the Lord revealed it seeing they were no longer men but
angels.

Similarly did those who were condemned to the beasts endure
terrifying torments, being laid out upon trumpet-shells, and
bruised by other different kinds of tortures. The purpose was that,
if possible, the tyrant might persuade them to deny the faith by
constant torment. 3. For many were the stratagems the Devil
used against them. But thanls be to God, he did not prevail over
all of them. The most noble Germanicus gave them encourage-
ment by the perseverance he showed; he even fought manfully
with the beasts. Tlre governor tried to persuade him, telling him
to spare his young manhood; but he with a show of force dragged
the beast on top ofhim, intending to be freed all the more quickly
from this unjust and lawless life. At this then all the mob was
astonished at the courage of this pious and devoted race of
Christiaru, and they shouted out: 'Away with these atheists! Go
and get Polycarp!'

4. There was a Phrygian named Quintus who had only recently
come from Phrygia, and when he saw the wild animals he turned
cowardly. Now he was the one who had given himselfup and had
forced some others to give themselves up voluntarily. With him
the governor used many arguments and persuaded him to swear
by the gods and offer sacrifice. This is the reason, brothers, that
we do not approve of those who come forward of themselves:+ this
is not the teaching of the Gospel.

5. Now at first when the most admirable Polycarp heard of this,
he was not disturbed and even decided to stay in Smyrna; but
most people advised him to slip out quietly. And so he left

3 r Cor. e: 9; cf. Isa. 64:4, 65: 6,
+ Cf. the l¿¿¡ of C2þríø l. 5 þu qaís sc ultro ofetat),

3. I/ollrì yà.p èp¡yavõ.ro tco;r' olùrô¡v cí EdpoÀos, à)Àè" yúpæ rQ
ileQ, rcarà¡¡dlrav yå"p oùrc'tayuoev. ó yàp yewøtótaros /' ep¡rø;vtrcòs

,5 èrrepp,iwvev a,úrô)v fiv õeÀíøv ôrd, zfs èv øù'rQ úro¡tovfis, és roù
ènofipas ê0r¡proy,ó.yt1oev. pou\op,évou yà.p ro0 àv1uná,rou reíïe¿v
øJròv rcc,l \éyovroç n\v fifurcíøv øùroû rco,rotrcreîpø,t, éøutQ èzreond,-

' qúlo À ?r¡píov rpoopwoá,p,evos, ró"Xtov roÐ å,õírcou xa.ì å,vóp,ov Bíov
s.Jú)v àÍo.ùayfivøt pouÀóy,<vos. 2. êrc roú¡ou oîv rãv rò r,Àffîos, ,

2e 0_au¡.,d.øav n\v yewolórr¡,rg ro0 fleoSÀoîe rcøi ilaoepoûs yévous rôv 
I

Xp,onavñw, èB6røev' Aîpe rcùs åfléous. þreh1u fIoÀtircøpros. . ',

4. Eîs 8è ôvóp,atc Kóivros, Øpú{, ryoa$dra¡s è)t?)tuÎàts å.nò ûs
@pwyíc,s, íõùv rà ?qpía èìetÀíaoev. oûros 8è fu cí tapaBwod.y,evos
êauróv re rcq,l rcvøs npooe\1eîv ërc6v¡o,s. roûrov ó å,vÌúno¡os z¡oÀÀà,

z5 èrcÀ,nøpfioos ënetoev ðy"óoat, rcaì, &tt1ôoa¿. ô¿à, ¡oûro o$v, å,ôeÀ$oí,
oôx &racvoìy,ev roùs ,npootóvrøs ëo;uroîs, ènet}i oiy oürots ô¿ôdøre¿

rò eùoyyéÀ,,,ov.

.l:
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àrrò rfis nóÀe.ø,ç rco,i Etérptpev p.er' åÀlyav, v,jrc¡a, rcal fi¡1,épav oùìèv
ë.repov nouîtv fi Ípoo€uxóp,evos z.epì rá,vra¡v rco,i rãv t<arà" fiu
oíxouy.äryv èrcrcþoíuv, èinep fiv oúw¡1es aòrQ. z. xaì npooeuyó-

¡.,,evos êv ðrrctolø yéyovev rpò rpuîw fiy,epôtv roû øuììr¡$Afivac aùtòv
s røù eÎôËü iò npoì'ørceSdÀø.rcv aniroû úrò nupòs xøro.rcató¡tevov, Ko,ì.

orpo$eis etnev rpòs roùs oùv øúrQ' Aeî ¡.',e (ôwra Keûvs,L.

6. Kc,ì ènry,evóvrøv rô:l (r¡roúvrav o;ù¡òv yæúþ¡ eìs ërepov àypí-
ô¿oz. ¡col eùfléa¡ç ênéon¡oav oÍ {r1roîvres aùróv, rco,ì. ¡r\ eúpóvres
ouveÀá"povro racïd"pta Eúo, êw rå ërepov paoavr(ópevov åp"oÀón¡¡øev.

rc z. fiv yàp rcai ãõtjvq¡ov Às,1ëîi uùróv, èzreì rcc.,ì oí npoìåóvres o;ùròv
oirceîot úrfipyov. xo,i ó eípfivapyos, ó rcerþpay,évos rò aùrò ðvop,a,
' Hpó}qs èrrt\eyóp,evos, ëorreu\ev eì.s rò orá,Ercv o;ùròv eioayayeîv tva,

èxeîvos y,èv ròv iõrcv xþpov àtrøpríø\, Xptoroa xotvl.¡¡vòs yevóp,evos,
oi, Eè npoSóv¡es o;ðtòv rì¡v utroû roû'Iotjìø úróoyor,ev rt¡taryíav.

ry T. "Eyovres oôv rò no,tôd"prov rfi napaorcettfi trepï ôehvou tïpav
è{fiÀîov õt<øyp,hu rco,ì tnr'eîs p.erà. rôw ourfifløv øùroîs 6n).uv tits
èni À,7¡ot\v rpéyovres, rcai å,þè rfis dtpos ouve¡reÀ1óvres èrceîvov

y,èv e$pov ëv ¡tv,, õary,aríE rco,ro,rc<lp,evov èv úæptþE rcå"xeî1ev ôè

fiõúvaro eìs ërepov yapíov àneÀîeîv dÀÀ' orirc i¡pou^\Aq eìtr<ív, Tò
zo ïéÀ,q¡tø roû 0eoô yevéo9at, z. å,rcoíoos oôv aùroùs napóvtøs,

rcarc.pàs õrc).éy0q øt)roîç 1oupa(óvruv rôtv na.póvraw r\v i¡Àu<íav

aô¡oî rcc,i rò eùora9és, rcaì, eì rooar3rr¡ orouõ\ fiv roî øuÀÀr¡þ?ffvo;,
rocoõrov rpeoprJtr¡v dvìpa. eí,1é<os oîv o;itoîs èxéì<uøev 'zro,po,'

re?fivøc $ayeîv rcøï zrt"eîv èv êrceív,y¡ ,û åp+ ðoov à,v porlÀ<ovrøt,,

z5 è{'¡¡tfoaro ôè aüroùs 'íua ìîtow aùrQ úpav npòs rò rpooeú(øo1oc
tiåeôs. j. rõv ôè ànrpe,þdvrav, oraùelì.s rpòs å,varo\\v npoør¡ti(oro
nMpns òv tfis yd"pwos ¡o0 1eoû oüro¡s åx ézà ôúo åtpos p\ ôtjvo¿oîøc
øtanfioat, xo,ì. ètcnÀfineo9ac roùs å.rcotjovros ÍoÀÀotjs re p,erøvoeîv
&ri rQ è)v¡lw9évøt èzrì rorcîrov 1eorrpenfi rpeoB,jrr¡v.

3o B.'Eneì õé nor< rcarérquoev r\v npooeuyrjv, ¡.cvr¡p,ovetiøo.s å,nó.vrøv
r,î¡v tco,ì, r¡inore ouy,pepÃr¡rcórow øùrQ p,ucpôv re rco,l p,eyd,Àøv,

rr ó xerìt¡pa¡révos ¡ô aõrò dvo¡ra fortasse melius post ehayayeîv (rz) collo-
canda 2t rapóvrav codd. t ópcivrøu Bihlmeyer post Schwartz (cf. Eus. ós
xai ûaôpø Eoxeîv ópãv) z6 npòs àvaroÀ\v M: om. PHBCV Bihlmeyer
3o sqq' (8-r9' ¡) : Eus., HE iv. t5. 15-45 (Schwartz, g4o-52)
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secretly for a small estate on the outskirts, staying there with
a few friends. Day and night he did little else but pray for every-
one and for all the churches scattered throughout the world, as he
was indeed accustomed to do.

Three days before he was captured he fell into a trance while
at prayer: he saw his pillow being consumed by fire. He turned
and said to his companions: 'I am to be burnt alive.'

6. The pursuivants persisted on his trail, and so he moved to
a different estate. Shortly thereafter they arrived. Not finding
Polycarp they seized two slaves, and one of them told everything
under torture. Indeed, it was impossible for Polycarp to remain
in hiding when he had betrayers in his own household. The police
captain,.who was called Herod, was eag€r to bring hiÌif-to"the
amphitheatre: destiny had given him the same name, that Poly-
carp might fulfil the lot that was appointed to him, becoming
a sharer with Christ, and those who betrayed him might receive
the punishment ofJudas.s

7. With the slave then, the police and cavalry set out on Friday
at the dinner hour with the usual arms as though aga.inst a brigand.6
It was late in the evening when they closed in: they found him
reclining in a small room upstairs. He could have left and gone
elsewhere but he r€fused, saying: 'May the will of God be done.'z
And so, hearing that they had arrived he went downstairs to talk
with them, while all those presents were surprised at his com-
posure and his old age, and why there should have been such
conceur to capture so elderly a man.

At any rate Polycarp immediately ordered food and drink to be
set before them, as much as they wished, even at this hour, and
only requested that they might grant him an hour to pray undis-
turbed. When they consented, he stood up and begãn to pray
facing the east,e and so full was he of God's grace that he was
unable to stop for two hours, to the amazement of those who heard
him; and many were sorry that they had come out to arrest such
a godlike old man.

8. Finally he finished lus prayer, after calling to mind all those
who had ever come into contact with him, both important and

s With the reference to Judas and Herod we see the beginning of the Gospel
parallelism which the author (or, according to von Campenhan¡sen, a redactor)
has striven for. o Matt. z6: 55. 7 Acts zr: 14.

8 Some editors would emend the text: 'while they were surprised seeing his
compo¡¡ure.

c Most editors omit the phrase 'facing t}le east'

8268008 F



8 ACTS OF THE CHRISTIAN MARTYRS I

èvìó{av re rco,è å.õó{øv, rco,i nd,oqs rfis rcølà r\v oitcov¡l.évt¡v rca1o-

Àr.tfs êrrþøías, ¡ñs citpøs àîoíor¡s roû ,èþ6aq ðvqt rcaîtoavres

aòròv flyøyov eìs fiv nóÀ,p ðv¡os øøBBd,rou y,eyú,À"u, z. rcøl óørivro,

c¿JrQ ó eíp{vapyos'Hp,-íEt¡s r<ni ó no,rip øùroû Nrcfinqs, oro rcol

s perø1éwes oùràv èr.ï tfiv xo,poûyo;v ëna1ov øøporcø1e{ópevoc t<al

},,éyovres' Tí yà.p rco¡<6v èorw eì,¡eîv' Klp*i Koîoop, xøi èrrr|ôooc

rcal ¡à ¡oú¡ots àrcóÀouflø rcøi Ecaoó{eo1u; ó ôè zrì pèv rpôna oùrc

ànercplvaro an)roîs, êtn¡.,.evóvxrr Eè aircîv ëfu' Oi y,Ðùt't ¡roteîv ô

ouppoù\erieré y.ot,, g, oí õè å.no¡uyóvres roû ¡reîoan o,úròv Eetvà

rc þrjp,aro ë\eyov rcøi y,età, onouõfis xa?Tjpoav aùrðv ås rco,¡cóv¡ø ð.nå

rfis rcø,potJyas ånooõpat rò ålrr,rcvfiprcv, rcaì, ¡.t\ ènørpø$eis tis
oJEèv ne¡rovilàs npo9úpøs ènopeúero åyóy,evos eis rô oró.õcov,

ïop$pou zz¡).trcorJrou övtos èv rQ oro,ìí<p ós ¡r1ôè å,rcouø1fivol rwa
Eúvo,oûat.

$ 9. TÇ, ôè lÏo)turcd.gtrE eì.o¿óv¡¿ <i,s ¡ò o¡ó.ìrov $<ov\ è{ oùpoloî

èyéveto"'Iøyue, fioMxapne, xøi å.v8pí(ou. rcalràv pèv ei,t6v¡ø

oüôeùs efôez, r{z ôè ó-ù, rãv i¡prcúpav oí Íøpóvres flxovoøv. ro;i
)loøròv øpooøy9évros øôroû, 9ópuBos fiv y,éyas å,rcouoó.v¡uv ïtt
floùúxo.pzros ouvelÀn¡rrq,c, z. npoooy$évro oîv øi¡àv å,w¡póro ó

zo &vïtirøros ei arirôs eiz¡ Ilohlxapr.os. ¡oî, ôè d¡r,oÀ"yoûuzos ënrt9ev

ð.pveîo1øt )téyav' AíEéo9rpí oou r\v i¡À,trcío.v (rcøï ëtepo. rotjroc
å.rcóÀouîa, ¡ßv ë1os uùroîs \éye,,v)"'Op,oøov n\v Ko,íoo,pos nJ2¡r¡v,

perøvór¡oov, etnov' Alpe rcùs &îéous. ó Eè lIohírcøptros ëy,Bpr,1ei

rQ rpooónq el.s ¡rd,v¡ø ròv ðyÀov ròv èv rQ oro.EíE ð,vóy,ol èîvôv
z5 èp,ptáþøs rco,i èt¡toeloas øðroîs r\v yeîpø, orató{øs 

"€ 
ro¿ àvap).âþas

eis zòv oìpavòv eùrev' Atpe ¡oùs ,å.ìéous. g. èyrcetpévou ôè roû
åv9zmárou xai Àéyovros' "Oy,oøov, tco,i, å.nùttiø øe, Àot6óp:,øov ròv
Xptoróv, ë54 ó lÏo)t,úrco.pr.os"Oyõorixovra xo,i ê{ ërr¡ ìovÀeti,'o øùrQ

xc,ì, 
"ù3év 

p,e i¡õím¡oev. xo,)ì, z.ôs õúvo,p,ac p\o"oþr¡p,fioat, àv BaoÀéo
zo ltou ròv oúoøvrd, p.e;

16 post àvìpí(ou add. perà ooû yé.p eipt, (c1, ActaAp. 18 I ro) CVfortasse
recte
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insignificant, famous and obscure, and the e-ntire Catholic Church
scattered throughout tJre world. It was now time to go, and so

$ey p,rt him on a donkey and thus conducted him into the city.
It was now a great Sabbath day.to

The,police captain Herod with his father Nicetes came up to
meet Polycarp; they shifted him into t}eir own carriagÊ, 

-and

after sitting down beside him they tried to ¡rersuade him, saying:
'Now what harm is there for you tö say "Câesar is lord", to per-
form the sacrifices and so forth, and tÉus save your life?í

At ñrst Polycarp \ryould not answ€r them¡ but when they per-
sisted, he said: 'I do not intend to do what you advise.'

They then gave up their attcmpt to mbve bim and spoke
threateningly to him, and took him down from the carriage so
hastily that he scraped his shin. But taking no notice, as thôugh
nothing had happened, he walked on eagerly and quickly; and
as he w-as broughtinto the ânphitheatre there was suCh an uproar
there that no one c¡uld even be heard.

9. As Polycarp entered the amphitheatre, a voice from heaven
satd;'Be strong, Polycarp, and haae courøge,'rr No one saw who was
speaking, but those of our people who were present heard the
voice.

Then, as he was brought in, a great shout arose when the people
heard that it was Polycarp who had been arrested. As lie was
brough,t before hirn, the governor asked him: 'Are you Poþarp?'
And when he admitted he was, the governor tried to pérsuãde
him to recant, saying: 'Have respect for your age' (añd other
similar things that they are accustomed to say);ra'swear by the
Genius of the emperor.I3 Recant. Sa¡ "Away with the atheists!" '

PolycarB, with a sober countenance, looked at all the mob of
lawless pagans who were in the arena, and shaking his fist at them,
groaned, looked up to heaven, and said: 'Away with the atheists!'
_ The governor persisted and said: 'Swear and I will let you go.
Curse Christ!'

But Polycarp answered: 'For eighty-six years I have been his
servant and he has done me no wrong. How can I blaspheme
against my king and saviour?'

ro Cf. John rgr gr of the Sabbath occurring during Passover. Sec Amdt-
Gingrich, s.v. oépBerov,

rr Josh. r : 6, 7; cf. Deut. gr : 6, 7, el. Some manr:scrþts add 'for I am with
you' (as io Acts rB: ro).

12 The words in paranthesis would seem to be an editorial coûtment.
r¡ On the oath see aro t}¡e,4c¿r of tlu Scìllìtan Mørtyrs 3, 5, and the Acls of

Aþoúoníut 3.
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10.'Enrp,évov¡os 8è ¡ráÀ,w øùroû xaiìéyovros"Op,oøov riv Ko.íøo-

poç îúXnv, ð"nercpívøro' Eí rcevoïo{eîs ivø ðpóoø r\v Kø,íoapos nlyr¡v,

ås où Àéyec, rpoonoteî Eè å"yvoeîv ¡-,,e ils ely,t', y,erå" tapgqoíøs

ö.rcoue'Xpr,orto,vós eíy,r,. eí,8è déle¿s ròv ¡oû Xgornvø¡loû p'ofieîv

s \óyov, 6òs ,jp,épøv rcøì d.rcouoov. z. ëórì ó å,vïú¡rø¡os' Ileîoov rôv

' Efiy,ov. ó Eè Ilohlrco,p¡os etrrev' Eè pèv xo,i \óyou i¡tí-rcø' Eeô,'-

õd.yp,eïøyà,p å"pyo,îs xal ê(ouoíar.s ú¡rò roî 1eoî rerøy¡téwcs rt¡t'\v

rcc,¡à rò npoofircov ,ù, tnù pìónrouoal í¡y,ô.s ånovéy'<,v. êrceívous ôè

oiry í¡yoûy,at å"(íous roû åroìeyeîo1at o;ùroîs.

¡o 11. 'O 8è àvïri¡ø¡os etrev' @qpía ëya' roti¡oc oe m,pøpa).ît èà.v

p.fi y,erøvofio4s. d ôè eï¡rev' Ktì<r. å"y,erd.îeros yàp úpî, i¡ ð.nò r6v
rpeøróv<rw è¡i ¡à, yelpat p,eró,voto, xoÀàv 6è y,erarlileoilat' à,nò rõv
yc").enôw hi rå" ôírco,ro,. z. d ô¿ r.á)rw npòs aùróv' IIvpí oe ronjoat
Eanøvr¡?fivat eì rôtv ?qpil'w rcara$poveîs, èàv ¡,aì¡ ¡reravorlo'¡¡s. ó 8è

ry IÏoÀtjxapt¡os etnev' IIûp àtrerìeîs rò rpòs öipav rcatóp,evov rcaI y,er'

åì[yov opewúp,evov, åryvoeîs yàp rò rfis pàtÀoúoqs rcploeox xoì,

aiøvlou rcoÀáoecos roîs àoepéot rr¡po'Jy,evov zûp. tillà rí ppoôúvets;

$épe ô poíÀet.

12. Ta,ùo ôè ¡coù ërepø r\eíovø Àéyøv Ûtpoous xo,i Xo.pô.s èv-

zo enlynÀøto, rcalrônpóoanov o:ôroî Aó.prros ènÀr¡poûro åtore où y,óvov

¡tfi ou¡nreøeîv røpayïéwa úrò rôv )teyop,évøv zpôs aüzôz ciÀÀô

¡oùvavríov ¡òv å,v9ti¡ørov èrcorfivan, néy,rþøt re ròv ëo,u¡oû rcfipuxa èv

p"éoq roû o¡aìíou m¡pî{at, rpís' iloMrcapnos å¡toÀóyr¡oev êo.urôv

Xptonavòv <1vq.r,. 2. rotirou )\eyîévros ú¡rò roî rcrjpurcos, dnøv ¡ò
z5 nþflos è?vôv ¡e rcs.i'Iouõo,á.,lv rõv r\v 8plpvav rcøro¡.,<otivrav

å.xuraoyérE ?uy.Q rcøi pGy,í n $avfi è,neBóa' Oôrós èonv ó rfis
Aøías ô¿õtorcoÀos-ó îúùp rôw Xp,ornvô¡v-å rôw ì¡perépuv 1e,îv

rcafiaryérqs-ó zroÀÀoüs Erìá,orcøv ¡.c\ ïúew ¡.u¡Eèrpoøxuveîv, ra,ûra

Àéyovres èrrepóav rcøï ì¡pchøv ñv Aotd,pyt¡v @í)\¿trnov ivø ênaþfi

so rQ Ilotrurcd.pncp Àéovro. ó Eè ëþ7 ¡.,.\ eîvø,, è(òv aùrQ êøecô")

I oFPOLYCAR* ¡ì.rr'(Ír,!t,,',
10. But the other insisted once again, saying: 'Swear by. the
ernDeror's Geuius!'

f{e answered:'If you dclude yourself into thinking that I will
sîvear by the empctor'ts Genius, as you sayr,,and if you-pretend
not to know who I am, listerr and I will tcll you plainly: I arn
a Christian. And if you would like to learn the doctrine of
Christianity, set aside a day and listen.'

The govèrnor said: 'Try to move the pcople"
And Þotycarp said: 'I slrould havc thought you worthy of such

a discussio-n. For we have becn taught to pay respect to the
authorities and powers that God has assigned us (fo-r this does not
harm our cause). But as for the mob, I do not think they deserve
to listen to a speech of defence from me.'

11, The governor said: 'I have wild animals, and I shall expose
you to thèm if you do not change your mind.'' And he ansryered: 'Go and call for them! Repentance from
a better state to one that is worse is impossible for us.Ia But it is
good to change from what is wicked to righteousness.'- And he saii again to him: 'Since you are not afraid of the
animals, then I shall have you consumed by ûre-unless you
change your mind.'

Bui Pôlycarp answercd: 'The fire you thrûaten me with burrrs
melely fori a time and is soon exting¡¡ished.¡s It is clear you are
ignorãnt of tbe fire of werlasting Punishment aqd of the judge'
¡ñent that is to come, which awaits the impious. Why then do you
hesitate? Come, do what you will.'

f2. As he said thcse and many other words he was filled with
a ioyful couragei his countenance w¿rs ñllcd witl¡ grace, atrd not
oñlí ¿¡¿ he nõt collapse in terror at what was said to hirn, but
rather it was the sovérnor that was amazed. Hc sent his herald
into the centre of-thc arena to announce three times: 'Polycarp
has confessed that he is a Christian.'

After the herald had spoken, the entire mob of pagans and
Iews from Smyrna slrouted out aloud in uncontrollablc rage:
iFI.r. is the schootmaster of Asia*the father of the Christians*
the destroyer of our gods-the one that teaches the multitude not
to sacrifice or do reverence!'ré

And while they were saying all this they shouted and asked
Philip the Asiarch to have a lion loosed on Polycarp.-Br¡t he said
that he was not allowed to do this since the days of the animal

r+ Cf. the lcf¡ of JustinB 5. 4. ts C.f. the Acts of Carþus ß 4. 5,
16 Representing the different accusations of those in the throng.
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nenþyirca. rà rcwqyéon. 3. r6re ëEo{ev airoîs ópoÎupoÃòv
hrpofioat, å\ote ¡òv IToÀrjrcaptrov (ô.rrø rca,ro,rcaîoo,t. ëôet yàp rò
rfis $avepotfleíor¡s o.ùrQ àrì, roû npoorce$aÀaíou ðn¡aoíos r\r¡pofifi-
vat, ðre i6ùv o,ðrò rcató¡,tevov npooeuyóy,evos etttev &rørpa$eì,s roîs

5 oùv a.ùrQ ntoroîs npoþr¡rtrcõs' Aeî p,e (ãvtø rcafivat..

13. Taîra oîv p,erà ¡oøotitou ráyous èyéverc ilârrov ff èìéyerc,
tôw ðyÀcov nøpøypfiy,ø ouvuyóvruv ërc ¡e rôw êpyaorr1píuv xa,à

pa)taveíuv (úìa rcai þpúyøva, y,ó.Àtota'Iouõolcov trpoilJp,<'ts ós ëdos
aùroîs eÌs ro}ra ,Szroupyolvrav. 2. ïre 6è í¡ r'vpà firotp,á.o1q, åno-

rc 1ép,evos ëau'roî ró.vra rà" íydrn xai Àtioo's ì¡v (<íwr¡v &reryâro rcf,,à

úroÀtjew ëauróv, ¡t\ zrporepov ¡oîro .t¡otô¡v å¿à rò å.ei ëxaorov ¡ôtv
¡norôw onou3d.(er,v, öorts ró.ytov roû ¡panòs o;ùroû &þqro,t,, èv

novà yà.p àya?ffs ëv<rcev noÀ,relo,s rcøi r.pò rfis paprupío,s êrcercd-

opqro. g, eìïéas o6v aùrQ nept erí|erc ,à npòs n\v nupà.v fipp,oop,évo
15 öyyava. y,eÀÀóvruv ôè orirôy rco,ì" rpoon\oîv, ettrev. A$eré p,e

oürc'ts. ri yâp ðoòs únop,eîvat À nûp ô,ioe¿ rco,i yøpïs rfis úy,eripas
èx rôw fiÀov åo$oÀ<los d.orca\rov ètry,eîvøt rfi nvpQ..

14. O¿ 6è où rco;9fi)taoav ¡.,,év, npooéõr¡oav õè aù¡óv. ó ôè dzioa¡ ¡às
yeîpøs noviøas xo,i zrpoøEefleis cltonep rcpràs èníot¡¡tos èx peyó.Àou

zo roc¡tvhu eís npooQopó.v, óÀorcatiruy,o,6erc¡òv rQ |eQ fi:.ø4øøyévov,
åvc.p),âþas eis rôv oripavòv eùrev'Krip,,e ri deðs ó røvrorcpd.rap,

' å roô ò:yarr¡roû xa,ì, eù)royr¡roû zro¿åds oou'Iqøoû Xpwroõ rørfip,
ô¿' of z)v rcpi ooî àríyvaocv eÌ,Àfi$øp,ev, d deôs å,yyéÀcov rcøi
6vvá.y,e<ø rcø,i rd.or¡s rffs rctloe,.,,s røvr6s re roô yévous rô,, ìrcoløv,

z5 of (ôtow èv<irúv o'ou,2. eù)teyô oe ht ì¡{í<ood.s p,e rfis í¡y,éps rcøi
<itpøs raúrr¡s roõ Ào.peîv y.épos èv å.pcily,Q tôv paprúpav, êv rÇt
rorr¡píq roû Xpøroû oou eis å,vd.o¡aotv (afis aìrcvhu þyfis rc
xc,l otl¡.,.oros èv àþ1opoíg. nveíp,oros å,yíou, èv ots npooìeyîeíqv
èwírróv oou orjp"epov èv iluoíg nlovt tco,i npooõercrfi, xo;îà-s npor¡rot-

go lraoo.s xøì, rpoe$avépuoos rco,i ènÀrjpøoøs d d,peu8is rcøà å,h¡îwòs
ïeós. S, ôtà roûro xøi zrepi ¡dv¡uv oè øívôt, oè eûÀoyô, oè ôofd(co
ô¿à toû aiayha xøì &roupa.víou å.p1g,epéax'h¡ooî Xpwroï àyøtn¡roî

ro dcuzoû PCV : crlzoû M : éaø<þ HB Eus. Bihlmeyer r z-r3 êr, tawi yàp
Eus. : zc¡ryl yàp ra)rQ B : ré.oqs yàp Nf : *p,i(ecs yàp rclås PHCV tg Føp-
zuplcs: zol¿ôs Eus.

I OF POLYCARP tg

garnes were p¿$t. Next they decided to shout out all together
that Polycarp should be burnt alive. For the vision he had seen
regarding his pillow had to be fulfilled, when he saw it burning
while he was at prayer and turned and said to his faithful com-
panions: 'I am to be burnt alive.'

13. All of this happened with great speed, more quickly than it
takes to tell the story: the mob swiftly collected logs and brush-
wood from workshops and baths, and theJews (as is their custom)
zealously helped them with this. When the fire was prepared,
Polycarp took off all his clothing, loosed his belt and even tried
to take offhis own sandals, although he had never had to do this
before: for all the Christians were always eager to be the first to
touch his flesh. Bven before his martyrdom he had been adorned
in every waytT by reason of the goodness of his life. Straightway
then he was attached to the equipment that had been prèpared
for the fire. When they were on the point of nailing him to-it, he
said: 'Leave me thus.'For he who lias given me tihe strength to
endure the flames will grant me to remain without flinching in
the fire even without the firmness you will give me by using
nails.t

14. They did not nail him down then, but simply bound him;
and as he put his hands behind his back, he was bound like
a noble ram chosen for an oblation from a great flockrrE a holo-
caust prepared and made acceptable to God. Looking up to
heaven, he said: 'O Lord, omni.þotent Godtc and Father bf your
beloved and blessed childro Christ Jesus, tlrrough whom we have
received our knowledge of you, the God of the angels, the powers,
and of all creation,ã and of all the family of the good whó live in
your sight: I bless you because you have thougñt me worthy of
this day and this hour, to have a share among the number of the
martyrs in the cup of your Christ, for the resunectíon unto eternal
U.f:T gf Þgt4 !h. _soul and th9 body in the immortality of the
Holy Spirit. Àrtay I be received this day ¿ürong them before your
face as a rich and acceptable sacrifice, as you, the God of truth
who cannot deceive, have prepared, revealed, and fulfilled before-
hand. Hence f praise you, I bless you, and I glorify you above all
things, through that eternal and cèlestial higtiprieit, Jesus Chrisr,

t7 Some manuscrþts have: 'with wery good deed' or the like,It Cf. Lw. 5: 15. ¡e Rev. 4: 8; rr: r7i t1t gi 16; 7; zrz zz.
zo That is, zcîs, here'lon', not'sewant': see PGtr s,v. zr Cf. Judith g; la,
æ John 5: e9.
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oou rc,,Lìós' ô¿' oû ooå oùv øitrQ rcal nveriy'ar,' å.yíq õó(ø rcaì, vûv

rd eis roùs péÀÀovtos o¡,ôrros. àþúr. ï

15. Avo,rréylþavros ôè oLùroî ¡ò å"¡.,'\v rco,i nþpúoavros r\v eùpiv,
oí ¡oA rupòs ã'vïpt,trrot' è{fitþav À zrûp. ¡tey,íÀt¡s 3è êrcÀapþé"ø¡s

5 $\oyós, 0a0p"o' eïìoy,ev o1ç ìEeîv èôó0r¡' of rco,ì' ètr7p"i0".i¡"<v eìs

rò å.vayyeîÀo;¿ roîs Ào¿zoîs rà. yevóy,eva. z. rò yùp nÛp rcø¡','dpø.s

elõos norfioøv tóonep å1óvq àloí.ou únò nveúp'øros nþpoupévr¡,
rtircÀtp nepterel.ytoev rò oôpo, roû yd'prupos. rcal fiv p'éoov oðy ds
oàp{ xarop,évr,7 dll' ós d.pros òttrti¡tevos fi ós ypuoòs rcai ü"pyupos èv

rc xap,lvq ruporJy,evos. t<at yå"p eü¿¿ôios tooo;,3rqs &vte\øpóp"eïa ós
ÀtBøvaroî rvéovros i) dÀÀou r,,vòs rôw r,'y,íøv å'pay.d.r<ov.

16. Ilépos yoÎv ìõóvres ot' ð.vo¡t'ot' y'\ \uváy,evov a'ù¡oô rò oãy.a únò

roô rupòs ôc,iøolvr¡?fivo;r, èxéìeuoav npooeÀ\óvro' øùrQ rcopþércrcpø

rapapûoat (t$íìrcv. rco,l roî¡o ro,.tjoavros, è(Q\\ev r.þîos al¡.''aros

15 dtore rcaraopéoat rò nõp rcø,lì,1au¡.rd.oa't, ¡td,vrs, ròv ðy\ov, eí rooatJn¡

rc Ew$opà y,era{ò rõv re å.niorav rco,ì, r6tv èrc).ercrôsv, z , âtv els xaì
o?ros yeyóvet å iløup,aorcitraros lIoÀrjrca,prros, èv roîs xaï' fip'ô,s
ypóvot s E¿ôdorc¿Àos å.nooroÀl'rcòs rco,ì, n poþt¡r u<òs yevóy,evos èn lo rco'

nós re rfis èv Eplipvn rco1oìrxfis èrcrc)t\øíos' n6'v yàp iûp" ô à.$ffxev

zo èrc ¡oû oróy,aros o;ðroî rcøï ère).eæ!;ït¡ rcøì. reÀ<no0rloerat..

17.'O ôè åvrí(r¡Àos rco,i pó.oxavos rco,ì, novr¡póg, ó ð.vrttceíPevos rQ
yévet tîw E,"rco.lav, ìô,)* ró re y'éyeilos aòroõ rfis y'a'prupías rcai zr\v

àzr' å.pyfis å,vettlÀ\trov r.o)ttrelav, èore$øvay'évov ¡e ¡òv rffs &þ0øp-

oías or{.$avov xo,l ppapeîov ð"vavríppqrov å'nevr1veyy'tvov, &terri-
z5 Eeuoev ós ¡ir¡Eè rò oa¡.,drcov øùroû itS' é¡y'õv )v¡$1fivo"t', xalnep

¡o)Àôv ùrúupotjw<rw'roûro norfioør, xo,i xowavfioat rQ åyíE aùroû

oapxlq. z. ônépal,ev yoûv Nt'rcrirt¡v ¡òv roû 'HpcôEou *ørépø,
dôeÀfôu ôè i4Àrt7s, èwuyeîv rQ d.pyovtt, [óorc p'] ôoûvo¿ øùroû rò
oôtp,a' yrfi, $qoiv, &$évres ròv èorøupap'évov ¡oôrav &p{øwat

go øéBeo1ør,. rca.i raîra år,opo,lÀ,óvrcov xo,l èvøyuóvrav rôtv ' Iouìo.k'w,

of rca.i, èrrjpr¡oav y,eltÀóvrav i¡y',îtv èx rcû nupòs aùrôv ìo,y,pd,ve,'v,

5-6 oi. , . yevóp,eva del. Schwartz 9-ro i . . - tupotîpevos del. Schwartz
13 fortasse xov$éxropo (: confecrorem) 14 post è(ffÀflev praebent codd. zepr'
orcpà xai sed om. Eus. et del. edd.

I OF POLYCARP t5

your beloved child, through whom is glory to you with him and
the Holy Spirit now and for all ages to come, Amen.'

15. He had uttered his Amen and finished his prayer, and the
men in charge of the fire started to light it. A great flame blazed
up and those of us to whom it was given to see beheld a miracle.
And we have been preserved to recount the story to others. For
the flames, bellying out like.a ship's sail in the wind, formed into
the shape of a vault and thus surrounded the martyr's body as
with a wall. And he was within it not as burning flesh but rather
as bread being baked, or like gold and silver being puriûed in
a smelting-furnace.23 And from it we perceived such a delightful
fragrance as though it were smoking incense or some other costly
perfume.

16. At last when these vicious men realized that his body could
not be consumèd by the fire they ordered a corrfector to go up and
plunge a dagger into the body. When he did this there came out24
such a quantity of blood that the flames were extinguished, and
even the crowd marvelled that there should be such a difference
between the unbelievers and the elect. And one of the elect indeed
was the most venerable martyr Poþarp, who was in our day
a teacher in the apostolic and prophetic tradition and a bishop
of the Catholic Church in Smyrna. Every word that he uttered
from his mouth was indeed fulfilled and shall be fulfilled.

17. The jealous and envious Evil One, who is the adversary ofthe
race of the just, realizing the greatness of his testimony, his un-
blemished careerfromthe beginning, and seeing him now crowned
with the garland of immortality and the winner of an incon-
testable prize, prevented us even from taking up the poor body,
though so many were eager to do so and to have a share in his
holy flesh. Flence he got Nicetes, Herod's father and Alce's
brother, to petition the governor not to give up his body. 'Other-
wise', he said, 'they may abandon the Crucified and begin to
worship this man.'

And all of this was at the suggestion and insistence of the
Jewish people, who even kept watch as we were on the point
of removing his bc,dy from the fire. Little did they know rhat we

¿¡ Cf. Wisd. g: 6.
21 The manuscripts have: 'there came out a dove and . . .', but this is omitted

by Eusebius and modcrn editors have deleted it.
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å,yvooûvres ðn oir¡e ròv Xpwróv Íore Kølü^LÍeîv ôuv4oóp'eilo, rðv

úrrèp tfis ¡oû ra,vròs xóo¡.rou rõv oa(oy'évatu oi'.tr1plas', naflóvro,

ö"p,ap,ov ó,r,èp å'y'o,prco).,î¡v oürc bepóv nva oépeø1at,, g. roûtov ¡-+èv

yàp utòv ðv¡a roû 1eoî zpoøtcuvoû¡,tev, roùs Eè pó.ptapøs cits p,øflqràs

5 rcr,I ¡,,t¡.u1ràs roî xuplou àyonôy,ev àÊí-s ëvero. eðvoíøs ð,wtneppþ'

rou rfis eis ¡òv iôrcv po,øtÀéø- ral 8¿ôdor¿Àov, âtv yévono xoï i¡y,ãs

rotvavotis te rcøl ou¡r,p"a0qràs yevéo0ar.

lB. 'Iô<)v oôv ó rcewupí<w r\v rôw'Iouõo,í¡'tv yevoy'évr¡v $cÃovercíav,
îeis oùrðv èv p,éoq, ós ëOos ølùroîs, ëro.uoev. 2' oúTu¡s re fip,eîs

rc öorepov å,ve\ópevot. tà, np,uirepo )\,;0<w ¡o)rureìtîtv rcø'I Eorctydnepo

úrr.èp ypuohv åo¡ô. øuûrcû å,neiléy'e1a \¡rou rco.ì, å'rcóÀouîov fiv. g. ëv0ø

ós Euvc,,¡òv í¡y,îv øuvo.yo¡tévoç èv å'yùùtó'oe,' t<øi yøpÇ napé{et ó

nJprcs ètrlr.àleîv n\v roô ¡.taprupíou øhoî ê¡y'épo.v yevéil)\rcv eis re

fiv rõv npoq1Àr¡t<órctv ptrtttlw xai r,ãv y'eÀÀóvruv äow¡oív te rcøì'

ry êror4nolav.

19. Tocaûrørà, xarà, ròv p,orcd,prcv lloÀtixo,pnort, és øùv roîs ånò

@lÀaôeþícs 8oôéraros èv E¡.,'ripvn ¡',,o"prup$oos, y'óvos únò tdltan
pô)'Àov ¡wr¡ynvetierat , rÍtore xoi ürò rî¡v êùvô¡v êv no.và ótE \a)teî-
oilat, où y.óvov ìôd"orcøløs yevóp,evos èøíeq¡.t'os <ilÀò rcoi y.d.ptus

zo ë(oyos, oô rò y,aprtiptov zé.vres êntùup,oîøw ¡,t't'p"eîoiløc xo,¡à rà
eúøyyé\,,ov Xpøroû yevóp,evov. z. ôuì zfs úropnfis Køaa'yQw¿oó,'

¡".vos rôv äìæov d"p1¡ovrø xo,l oíjras ròv tfis ã$Aapoíøs oré$ovov

ånùtapóv, oùv ¡oîs à¡rooróÀors xøl rô,ow õt'rco,lo,s å'yù'À,uitpevos

ôo{d{e,, ròv ileòv rcal narépa navrorcpó,ropø rco,ï eù)toyeî'ròv xúpcw
z5 fip,îw 'Ir¡øoÀv Xproróv , ¡òv oørffpø rô:i tþuyôw fip,ôv rco,i *upepvrfuqv

r6w oatpó.røv útñv rco,l rrorpévø rfis xørè" tfiv oìrcovpár¡v roîo\trcffs
è,<x\r¡oías.

20, 't¡.+eîs p.èv oôv fi{r,íoøre 6å. ¡\etóvav ù¡Àø0î7voc úy'îv rà,
yevóp,evo., {peîs ôè rco,¡à. rð ro.fiv &ì, rceSùløíq y,ep1vúxa¡tev ôtà,

3o roû dôeþoû i¡¡,,,ôv Moprcíaros. yn1óvres o$v roîra xol ¡oîs
ènéxewo.dôeþoîs n\v &røto)tfiv õønép;þao1e ívo' tco,i àceîvoc õo(d"

lanw rèv mlpæv Åv èàtwyàs rocoûvro ùtò râ¡v iõían ìoúluov.
z. TQ 8è õwo¡t évq ró,vro.s fiy,ôs eì,oayøyeîv êv fi oiroî 1¿d'ptrt xol'

ôcopeQ. eis fiv otcivtov oú,rú pøoÀeíov ôà. roÎ røtõòs o&toû rcO

I OF POLYCARP ry
could never abandon Christ, for it was he who suffered for the
redemption of those who are saved in the entire world, the
innocent one dying on behalf of sinners.zs Nor could we worship
anyone else. For him we reverence as the Son of God, whereas we
love the martyrs as the disciples and imitators of the Lord, and
rigltly so because of tlreir unsurpassed loyalty towards their king
and master. May we too share with them as fellow disciples!

18. And so, when the centurion noticed the conflict caused by the
Jews, he put the body out before everyone and had it cremated,
as is their custom.26 Thus at last, collecting the remains that were
dearer to us than precious stones and finer than gold, we buried
them in a fitting spot. Gathering here, so far as we can, injoy and
gladness, we will be allowed by the Lord to celebrate the anniver-
sary day of his martyrdom, both as a memorial for those who have
u!?ay fought the contest and for the training and preparation
of those who will do so one day.

19. Ttis thcn was the {ory of the blessed Polycarp, who, counting
thos€ from fhiladelphia, was the rwÊtfrh to be marryrcd iñ
Smyrna; yet he alone is cspecially rer¡embcred by everyone and
is everywhele mcntioned even by the pagans. He was-not only
l grea! t.ryhq but also a conspicuous mrtyr, whose testimony,
following the Gospel of Christ, cveryone desires to imitaæ. By hit
peñ¡everance he overcame the unjust governor and so won the
cro¡r'n of immordty; and rejoicing with the apostles and dl the
ble¡¡cd hg 

-Sives 
glory to God the almighty Father and praise to

gq-I.ord Jerx Ohrist, the saviour of our soule, the pilot of our
bodiry, and the shephcd of the Catholic Church thrõughout the
world.

20. You asked us then to give you a lengthy account of what took
place, but we have sent you for the moment only a su¡nmary
fulg\ the courtesy of our brother Marcion. After you havä
h¡ard the story, send the letter to our more distant-brothers,
that they too may give glory to the Lord who chooses his eleci
froln among his own servants. To him who can gather all of
us by his grace and gift into his heavenly kingdom through hís

¿¡ Cf. Heb. Z: ¿6.
26 That is, pagan custon, as dbtinct from Ch¡istian.

)
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þovoyevoôs'Ir¡ooû Xpwroû, 3ó{a, n'y'fi, t<pd'ros, peyaÀøoúwy eis

roùs r.lí6l.,s. npoøayoperlere nd'v¡o,s arlilç åyíous' úp'ûs oí oùu í¡y'îv

npooayopeúouolr, *o), Eùd"peoros ó ypthþas t\v èzrøro\\v t¡ovot'rcel'

21. Møpupeî 6è ó ¡.,,olx,ípcos floÀúxo,ptros ¡t''¡vòs Eav1ucoû õeurépq

5 ioray,évou rcorà ôê 'Pap,aíous npò &rrà rcaÀo'võõv Moptíøv oaB-

pó.rtp y.eyd'ÃE åpq ðyôó2 . ouve\ri$0,¡ åè rjzrô 'Hpúìou ènì' åpyt'epéøs

@ù.ín¡rou Tpc"À)rtavoa, å.v\una,reúovros Erarlou Koìpó'rou' paor

Àetjovros ôè eås toùs o.iî¡vo-s roî rcuplov i¡y'õv 'Ir¡ooî Xpwrcû '

22, 'Eppõolot tip,î"s eúyópela, ciôeþod, orot'yoûvras rQ rcarà' tò

,o ,í,oyyéÀrov ìóyq'h1ooî Xpøroû, y'el' oô Eó{ø' rQ |eQ rco,ì' no'rpi

rcøà å:yitp rveipa.rt, èni øatr¡píq rfi rôv å:yiav èrcÀexrôtv' Ko,îà¡s

èy,øpttípr¡oev ó y,arcd.prcs ffoÀúrcapnos, oô yévocto èv rfi po,oÀeíq'

'Iqooû Xpøroû rrpòs rå.'iyvr¡ eópe?fivat' ë¡p.6's'

z. Tø?¡a y,ereypé.rþaro y,èv Tó'ios èrc rîtv Eipr¡vaíou, pa0t¡roû roû

ry IQùwrcd"poou,6s rcoli' ouvezroÀ,tretioaro tQ Eìp4vaí'g' éyò ôè Eørcpó'-

m¡s èv Kopivilq èrc rôv Tøtou å.vrcypd'þøv ëypo'þo" fi yd"pw ¡'''erà

ná.v¡¡rr,
g.'Ey,)t ôè ødl¿v flúvrcs èrc roû 'npüy€yPa4llévou ëypa^þo' å'vø-

þtriøas a'iró', xo,rà å,rrorcó.Àurþw {ovepúoavrós p'oc toî parcapíou

zo [IoÀurcó.pnou, rcalàts õqì<iøtt êv rQ xaile(fis, øuvo.yo'yôtv ai'rà fl}t¡
oXeôôu èrc ¡oõ ypóvou rcerc¡.,,t¡rcóra, 'iva rcå'p'è ouvnyá'y7¡ ó ra',pcos

'h1ooîs Xpwràs y'erà rôv èx\exrô¡v uhoÛ eis r\v oùpá'vrcv paøt'

ìelr.lv c,rùroû, (î 4 õótú oùv rQ rarpì, xøi å'yí''¿t *eó¡nr¿ <ls roùs

^ t, t ,
aa@vas Í@v cLL@v@v. olJ'\v.

fnrrr,ocus ÂLTER Ex coDrcn MogqurNsr]

TaArø p,ercypálþaro y'èv Tá:ins êrc ¡ô¡v Eìyqvaíou twyypql-

ydlav, ôs rco.i oov¿troÀ¿¡erJoa¡o rQ Eíp¡vatE, païltñ yeyovórt, toû

g tfit èrrøtoÀirv M: om. PHBQV Bihlmeyer 5 rarô ôè 'Ptrr¡roious M:
om-. pHSCV BiLlmeyer I post Xproroû add. ô ri 6ó{u, n¡ø¡, peya'

l,uotlvr¡, lpóvos oìrîvøs ànô yeveô.s eìs yeved'v' 'à.y'lv HB Bihlmeyer
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only-begotten child, Jesus Christ, be glor¡ honour, power, and
majesty lor ever.

Send our greeting to all the faithful; all those who are witÌ¡ us
(as well as Evaristus, who wrote this letterrzz and all his house-
hold) send their greetings.

21. The þlgs-sed Polycarp died as a martyr on the second day of
the first half of the month Xanthicus (according to the Roman
calendar, on z3 February), about two o'clock in the afternoon,
on a great Sabbathday. He was arrested under Herod, during the
time when Philip of Tralles was high priest and Statius Quadiatus
was governor-while Jesus Christ was reigning eternally.¿9

copy: may God's favour be with us all! And I, Pionius, tran-
scribed it once again from an earlier copy after I had searched for
it, since the blessed Polycarp c¡mmunicated with me in a vision
(as I shall go on later æ eüplâin), and collected the ¡raterial
togethet all but worn with age-tlnt the LordJesus Christ might
also gather me together with his elect into his heavenly kingdom,
to whgm be glory with the Father and the Holy Spirit for alt
ages. Amen.

[rnr ar-rnRNATrvE ENDTNc]3o

Gaius transcribed this account from the documents of lrenaeus,
seeing that he had been a companion of Irenaeus, who had also

2? Some manuscripts omit the words 'this letter'.
"8 C. Iulius Philippw of Tralles is attested as an Asiarch for September r49

(Ori¿nti, Grazci lrccriptiotus Seleetae 4gB); L. Statirx Quadratus, as corcul ordi'narius
fot t4z, could hardly have been proconsul much before r55: see the discussion
by T. D. Bames, JTS 18 (tg67),49+-?.

The earliest recension of the text seeûìs to have ended with this paragraph
(some manuscripts add a doxology), the following ending being added later,
ostensibly by Pionius.

2c Given the frequency of the name, it seems r¡nwise to link this Gaius with
the churchman mentioned by Eusebius (HE vt. zo), who flourished under
Pope Zephyrinus (r99-ar7), See W. Jüùichet, RE 7 (rgro), 5og-ro.

¡o Preserved only in the Moscow manuscript (s. xrn). The final revision of the
text is again claimed by Pionius from a transcript of Gaius.
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åryiou IIo)rvrcdqrou, 2. oDros yàp ó Eipr¡vøîos rcørà tòv rco;.pòv roû

¡tnprvpíou ¡oû è¡rprcónou IIo\uxd.pnou yevópevos èv'Púy"¡¡ øoÀloùs

êâlô.r,f.r' o8 xaï z¡ollâ, ¿riroû ovyypá.¡.,.¡t'øtø rcé.\'àørc"' xo,ì' åpûótøtø

Sépetør,, êv ots p,é¡,,'vt¡rat, Iüo\urcd'pnou 6rc nøp' øùro0 ëp,o0ev'

5 i*ørôrs ¡e r,ô.oov o,lpeot'v ìj\ey{ev xa,ì, ròv èxrcÀ\øøorrcòv xøvóva rcøi

xs'ÎoÀLxòv ås ¡ro|é).o¿þev no,pà roî å'yíou xai r.o,péìø,rcev' 3' Àd7er ôè

rco.Ttoî¡o' õrt owøvnloavrós rrore rQ ó,yiE IÏo)tvx'ipnq Moprcí,c'tvos,

4' oî oíÀcyóy,evor, Mapncrtørø|, rco'i,, eìnówos"Encyl,vaoxe fip'ôs,
IloÀti xopne, <ltev uttròs rQ Mapxí<tvr," Entywdtorc<t, èzrcytvtiorto

rc ròv rpørórorcov roî oo.ravã.. 4. rco;i roÛro ôè $épetar. èv roîs rcû
Eipr¡vaiov ovyypó.y,yaow, åt,' fi fip'êpq rcø'i ttpç èv Ey'úpvy¡ è¡.,'øprúpt¡'

oev ó IloMrcaryîos, ìircouoev ö."n, èv rfi'Pap,oíav rÐtet' únó.pyav

ó Eipt¡va,îos <is oóÀtrryyos Àeyotjor¡s' IloMrcapros èy'aprtipt¡oev,

S,'E* ¡otj¡ur oîv, tís r.po\é\erctur, rõv roõ Ei'pr¡vuíou ouyypa¡l'

6 pd.rav Idios y,ereypó,þøro, èrc8èrû¡v To,íou ålrrypá$av'Iøorpó.rr¡s
ëv KopívilE. ¿y,1, 8è nú,\w Elóvrcs èrc rîtv'Iooxpó'rous å'wcypófiuv

ëyp"{" rcc,rrà. ð.2¡orcé.Ãv,lw rcõ åryhu llo)vrcd'ptrou (t¡:.r|oøs oìtó',
øwøyayàn øù,rà. ìi\ oye6òv èx ¡oî ypóvou rcexyt¡rcóta ivo xå'y'è

ouvøyó.yy¡ ó rcúprcs'IIøoîs Xporås perà tôtv èrcÀerc¡,îtv aù¡oû el,s

zo rfiv ètroupó,vrcv ahoô Bootàeí.o.v, ,$ i¡ õó(a oùv rQ nørpi tcøi rQ
uîQ xc,li rQ å.yüp rveúy,on. eis roùs øl.ô¡vo,s rôtv ailivuv, åy'riv,
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been a disciple of the blessed Polycarp. Now Irenaeus, at the
time ofBishop Poþarp's martyrdom, was in Rome where he had
many disciples; and there are many of his beautiful and orthodox
works extant in which he mentions Polycarp as having taught
him; and Irenaeus ably refuted every heretical doctrine, and
handed on the norm of the Catholic Church as he had received
it from the hoþ Polycarp.

Irenaeus also has this story. Once Marcion, from whom the
so-called Marcionites derive, encountered the holy Polycarp and
said to him: 'Recognize me, Polycarp!'

And he said to Marcion: 'I do recognize you: f recognize the
Devil's firstborn.'

And it is also recorded in the writings of Irenaeus that on the
day and at the very hour that Polycarp was suffering in Smyrna
Irenaeus who was in Rome heard a voice like a trumpet-call
saying: 'Polycarp has suffered martyrdom.'

Fromfrenaeus'remains, then, as was stated above, Gaius made
his copy and Isocrates made another copy at Corinth from Gaius'
transcription. Finally, f, Pionius, made my transcrþtion from
Isocrates' cop¡ after I had made diligent search for it in ac-
cordance with the revelation of the saintly Polycarp, collecting
the pages after they were all but worn out with age, that the
LordJesus Christ might also gather me together with his elect into
his heavenly kingdom. To him be glory together with the Father
and the Son and the Hoþ Spirit for ever. Amen.


