
Look at these groups of sentences. What's the difference in meaning between the sentences 
i n each group? 1 ^ 

1 When we heard the song we started singing. 
When we had heard the song we started singing. 

2 Did you enjoy your holiday} Have you enjoyed your holiday) 

3 I never enjoyed travelling alone. I've never enjoyed travelling alone 
I had never enjoyed travelling alone. I never enjoy travelling alone. 

4 She lived abroad for two years. She has lived abroad for two years. 
She had lived abroad for two years. She still lives abroad after two years. 

First, match these MEANINGS ( a - f ) with the verbs in red in the numbered examples (1-6) 

and write the letter in the little boxes (1-6) on the right: 

a The CAUSE of an event or situation that people already know about 

b Actions or events that happened BEFORE a particular past event 

c Recent events that have RESULTS in present time 

d Actions or events that happened within an AS-YET-UNFINISHED period 

e Events or actions that happened at a DEFINITE time in the past 

f REPORTING what someone said or asked about a past event or action 

The past — 1 

Then fill the in the incomplete sentences. 

Then 

S i m p l e p a s t 
1 She w a s b o r n in India a n d c a m e to Britain w h e n she w a s 18. 

She l earn ing English six years a g o w h e n she 

y o u that p r o g r a m m e about Japan on TV last n ight? 

twe lve years o l d . 

2 Look over there: s o m e o n e has broken a w i n d o w . I w o n d e r w h o d i d it? 

What a love ly p h o t o g r a p h ! y o u it yourself? 

P r e s e n t p e r f e c t 
3 She has w o r k e d hard all her life. 

I haven't seen her recently. 

y o u ever 
y o u 

to the USA? 
Lucy Irvine's n e w b o o k ? 

4 I've just returned from a l o n g trip, so I don' t feel like travel l ing a n y w h e r e . 
I heard on the n e w s today that there a terrible earthquake in C h i n a 
a n d thousands o f p e o p l e ki l led. 

P a s t p e r f e c t 
5 It w a s very co ld w h e n he got to M o s c o w because winter had (already) arrived. 

My car w o u l d n ' t start this m o r n i n g because I had left the lights on all n ight . 
He get on the p l a n e because he his passport. 

6 She said she had been in B u r m a in 1988 but that she had never been to India. 
We asked h i m w h y he to the party the prev ious w e e k e n d . 

In some cases the past perfect is optional. There's no difference in meaning between: 

After I had been to Japan, I spent a week in Korea. 

and 

After I went to Japan, I spent a week in Korea. 
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New Cambridge Advanced English 

1 Look at these examples - the verbs are in red and the time expressions are in blue: 

Time expressions 
Some time expressions are not normally used with the present perfect but with the SIMPLE PAST 
(or past perfect): 

In 1989 Japan overtook the USA as the world's richest nation. 
Did you see that documentary about South Africa on TV the other day? 

Some are not normally used with the simple past but with the PRESENT PERFECT (or past perfect): 
/ haven't been abroad since January. 
Have you seen any good TV programmes lately? 

Some can be used either with the SIMPLE PAST or the PRESENT PERFECT, depending on the situation: 
'Have you ever been to Kenya)' 'Yes, I have. I went there earlier this year.' 
'Did you ever go to Mombasa while you were in Kenya)' 

A few are normally only used with the PAST PERFECT: 
He had booked his tickets a few days before. 
We were worried because she hadn't arrived by 11 o'clock. 

2 Arrange the time expressions below into four lists: 

1 used with SIMPLE PAST 3 used with either SIMPLE PAST or PRESENT PERFECT 

2 used with PRESENT PERFECT 4 used with PAST PERFECT 

already a little while earlier a long time ago a moment ago all my life always at midnight 
by midnight by now by the end of the year for two months in the morning in 1997 just now 
last year never not long ago not long before that recently so far still this afternoon 
this week this year till now till midnight until today when I was younger yesterday yet 

Many of the time expressions on this page are also used when referring to the present or future: 

/'// see you in the morning. 
I have a shower in the morning. 

Let's meet this afternoon. 
I have a meeting this afternoon. 

3 Write only the BEGINNINGS of four sentences and the ENDINGS of four more sentences, using 
the time expressions above. Ask your partner to complete them, like this: 

...all my life. 

When I was younger ... 

Underline the mistakes in these sentences and then correct them. 

Ask your partners: 

• what foreign countries they have travelled to and what their impressions were of the place, the people 
and the lifestyle 

• what they consider to be the most significant international events that have happened during their 
lifetime, and why 

• what the most significant international events this year have been 


