Look at these groups of sentences. What's the difference in meaning between the sentences

in each group? in
1 When we heard the song we started singing. & S
When we had heard the song we started singing. / 2

2 Didyou enjoyyour holiday} Have you enjoyed your holiday)

3 | never enjoyed travelling alone. I've never enjoyed travelling alone 4 %
I had never enjoyed travelling alone. I never enjoy travelling alone.

4 She lived abroad for two years. She has lived abroad for two years.
She had lived abroad for two years. She still lives abroad after two years.

First, match these MEANINGS (a-f) with the verbs in red in the numbered examples (1-6)
and write the letter in the little boxes (1-6) on the right:
a The CAUSE of an event or situation that people already know about
Actions or events that happened BEFORE a particular past event
Recent events that have RESULTS in present time
Actions or events that happened within an AS-YET-UNFINISHED period
Events or actions that happened at a DEFINITE time in the past
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REPORTING what someone said or asked about a past event or action

Then fill the #4/ in the incomplete sentences.

Then Write a junidar example of your own for each mearning Ubtrated

Simple past

1 Shewasbornin Indiaand cameto Britain when she was 18. 1
She beman learning English six years ago when she twelve years old.
you that programme about Japan on TV last night?
2 Look over there: someone has broken awindow. | wonder who did it? 2
What a lovely photograph! you it yourself?

Present perfect
3 She has worked hard all her life.

| "haven't seen her recently. 3
you ever to the USA?
you Lucy Irvine'snew book?
4 |'vejust returned from a longtrip, so | don't feel like travelling anywhere. 4
| heard on the news today that there aterrible earthquake in China
and thousands of people killed.

Past perfect
5 It wasvery cold when he got to Moscow because winter had (already) arrived.

My car wouldn't start this morning because | had |eft the lights on all night. 5
He get on the plane because he his passport.

6 She said she had been in Burma in 1988 but that she had never been to India. 6
We asked him why he to the party the previous weekend.

In some cases the past perfect is optional. There's no difference in meaning between:
After | had been to Japan, | spent a week in Korea.

and
After | went to Japan, | spent a week in Korea.



1 Look at these examples - the verbs are in red and the time expressions are in blue:

Time expressons
Some time expressions are not normally used with the present perfect but with the SMRLE PAST
(or past perfect):
In 1989 Japan overtook the USA as the world's richest nation.
Didyou see that documentary about South Africa on TV the other day?
Some are not normally used with the simple past but with the FRESENT FEREECT (or past perfect):
/ haven't been abroad since January.
Haveyou seen any good TV programmes |ately?
Some can be used either with the SMRLE PAST or the FRESENT FERFECT, depending on the situation:
‘Haveyou ever been to Kenya)' 'Yes, | have. | went there earlier thisyear.'
‘Did you ever go to Mombasa while you were in Kenya)'
A few are normally only used with the PAST FERFECT:
He had booked his tickets a few days before.
We were worried because she hadn't arrived by 11 o'clock.

2 Arrange the time expressions below into four lists:
1 used with SIMPLE PAST 3 used with either SIMPLE PAST or PRESENT PERFECT
2 used with PRESENT PERFECT 4 used with PAST PERFECT
aready alittle while earlier along timeago amomentago dl my life aways at midnight
by midnight by now by the end of the year for two months in the morning in 1997 just now

last year never notlongago not long beforethat recently sofar dill  this afternoon
thisweek thisyear till now till midnight until today when | wasyounger yesterday vyet

3 Write only the BEGINNINGS of four sentences and the ENDINGS of four more sentences, using
the time expressions above. Ask your partner to complete them, like this:

When | was younger ... | didet bnow anytiung alorr Torelan comntriel
y y v Y

I have wanted tv go tv the United Semeer all my  life,

Underline the mistakes in these sentences and then correct them.
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[t's six years since their eldest son has been born,

What 2 delicious Indian meal that was - have you cooked it yourself?
Where have you got that marvellous Persian rug?

| couldn’t look up the word because | lost my dictionary.

That is the funniest story | ever heard.

It was 2 long time since | wrofe to my friends in Mexico.

| didn't finish yet, can | have a few more minutes, please?

By 1965 most African countries have become independent from colonial rule. <>

He was having three cups of tea by the time | arrived.
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Ask your partners:

« what foreign countries they have travelled to and what their impressions were of the place, the people
and the lifestyle

« what they consider to be the most significant international events that have happened during their
lifetime, and why

« what the most significant international events this year have been

Many of the time expressions on this page are aso used when referring to the present or future:

'l see you in the morning.

| have a shower in the morning.
Let's meet this afternoon.

| have a meeting this afternoon.




