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1974 TONY HARRISON “THEM AND [UZ]'

The poet was told off for reciting Keats in his native
Leeds accent instead of RP

“All poetry (even Cockney Keats?) you see
‘s been dubbed by [As] into RP,
Received Pronunciation, please believe [/\s]
your speech is in the hands of the Receivers.’ “

“You can tell the Receivers where to go
(and not aspirate it) once you know
Wordsworth’s matter/water are full rhymes”

“(l ...) spoke the language that | spoke at

home.
RIP RP, RIP T.W.
I’'m Tony Harrison no longer you!”
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1991 DAVID ABERCROMBIE “RP RIP?”

* notes that many regular BBC
speakers have a local accent
and RP is “on its way out”




1991 DAVID ABERCROMBIE “RP RIP?”

* “No accent or dialect remaime static” it

Is normal that RP undergoes changes

 “accent bar” (from “colour bar”)

* RP as a sign of privilege is hated more and %K
more
,‘..n

* Young people choose to speak with their }Q/

local accent
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2011 MELVYN BRAGG BBC PROGRAMME “RP RIP?“

 For the foreign listeners, RP is associated with "lovable fops" as
Hugh Grant and Stephen Frygss

 with villains, such as Ralph Fiennes in Harry Potter, Terence
5/4 Stamp In Superman 2, lan McKellen as Magneto in the X-Men
fllms Paul Bettany in The Da Vinci Code




TO PROVE THAT RP IS ALREADY GONE

» psychopath in SBE, including RP, is ['saika,pae0]
* cycle path Home Counties SBE ['saikw,pa0]




CHUMBAWAMBA “RIP BP’
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Home Counties SBE: open [z] instead of [au] in RP
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