Making
Appointments

LESSON 6

fx® LB

LEARNING OBJECTIVES

In this lesson, you will learn to use Chinese to

Answer a phone call and initiate a phone conversation;

Set up an appointment with a teacher on the phone;

Ask for a favor;

Ask someone to return your call.

RELATE AND GET READY

In your own culture/community—

1. What does one say first when answering a phone call?
2. Do people state their names when answering the phone?
3. How do students address their teachers?

4, What do you say to ask a favor?
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(2 ( $ R 5 "rv,’g’ .y Jm 3T W, 1% ) LANGUAGE NOTES

“@ The personal pronoun :{‘.'_{E (nin) is

¥ uE o often used to address an older person
S QA . . .
or someone of a higher social rank. It js

r ﬂ% ; 7}%‘ ]‘,"__;] 9 ";:_"ﬁ"%yiﬁﬁ ;3% ? common for strangers to address each

| e other with }@E and then switch to 'ﬁj:
% ﬁ :fj."]'l—; 75_’: o :@]} o ;E,—!:_ F'ﬂlS /fi ‘? (n1) as they become more familiar with
i M &

each other.

ﬁ % ﬂfﬁ ? :@}. 'ﬁ"j,‘ o ﬁ iErE -?})L O @ “To have free time”is ;ﬁl— E:j' "Eﬂ (you
shijian or A % JL ysu kéngr),

gh'%"s:& ’ 1]— $)LE% ? never%—ﬂzj-’f'i (ydu shihou).

© Both ]‘5] (wen) and 7% (qing) could
s - _éL o= bt
ﬁ % HITJ- : ? 4\ k ] :{‘-j-;‘ ;ﬁ_ F be" to ask”in English. The verb l'ﬂ
H?J' }El] 2] ",.% ? 4“2‘ ?!:-EL ]\:;] © :@; ” ; (wen) means “to inquire,"e.g., -‘ﬁ& I‘:;]
2 \=1
/I\JE’]& & 'ﬁ'&"_/l\',‘ﬂiﬁﬁ(WGWéntayfge

wenti, | ask her a question). To mean “to

invite” or “to request’ say ij}%:_ (qing),
e.g., ﬂl Tﬁ"ﬁ& EJ["J %’-— (W& ging ta

tiao wii, | invite her to dance).
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I—Q The measure word for academic
courses is J-] (mén).Compare:

p- J‘-] 'i% (san mén ke, three
courses),i T i% (san jié ke, three
class periods) and = 'i%

(san ke, three lessons).

e /L% (ji didn) is to ask for a specific

]

time, as in "what time is it?" The general

IR 2 BHROF B )L ?
L "
9 R E VGO A L o

g momiig > w5 ¥ K5 G
)N »fTﬂ,% ?

O w5 ¥ RO o KA
é‘%{d\

EDMBE o
D 7 IJ " 'rg:

S=

-'LO

(LT You gé&i PChang ldosh d dianhua)

<7 Wéi?
a5
!‘:\Jf?é\ Wéi, ging wen, Chang laosht zai ma?
€% o jiui shi. Nin® shi na wei?
a5
/\@ Lioshi, nin hdo. W shi Li You.

0 Li You, yéu shir ma?

ol

ﬁ\ Laosht, jintian xiawl nin you shulan9 ma? Wo xidng wen®

ge wenti.

0 Duibugl, jintian xiawii wd yao® kai hui.

ol P

'@;-' ~ Mingtian ne?

question word for“when”is 'H_ Z-
Hﬂ_ 'ﬁi (shénme shihou), not 'H'
:Z\ Hd- Jé] (shénme shijian).

@ In English, we say “after four o'clock.”
The word "after” appears before the
time expression “four o'clock."The
Chinese equivalent is W ,‘El':-’\ Vl}é
(sididn ythou). Note the difference in
word order. Likewise, we say "before

Monday,” but E.ﬁﬂ — A ﬁf]—

(xingqiyi yigian) in Chinese.

=i
- @ *ﬁ‘ AL (yaoshi,if) is a conjunction to
introduce a contingent or hypothetical
action or situation. It's not the “whether

if”in English.

—©® /g'l': l‘;] ﬁ@ (méi wenti) here means
“no problem.” It is used to assure
someone that a promise will be fulfilled
or a favor will be done. But when
people thank you and say
ﬁiﬁf (xiexie), you cannot respond
with 4’5'_ 1'5] 7%,)@ (méi wenti).

nin ji
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1 Mingtian shangwti wo ydu lidng jié® ke, xiawii san didn yao géi er nianji kdo shi.

P [ N
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10.

11.

12.

B
5] 2

gei

da dianhua

dianhua

wéi/wai

zai

jiu

nin

na/néi

wei

xiawt

shijian

wenti

yao

prep

VO

interj

adv

pPr

to; for [See Grammar 1.]

to make a phone call
telephone

(on telephone) Hello!; Hey!

to be present; to be at (a place)
precisely; exactly

you (honorific for /{‘ﬁ: )
which

(polite measure word for people)
afternoon

time

question; problem

will, be going to; to want to, to have a

desire to [See Grammar 2.]
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i T
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16. TR
7. FR
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=
9. VAJG
20. £ (L)
n B
2 HIE
2. %
2, THE
2. AT
%
27. A
6 BA

Proper Noun

2. T 76T
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shangwti
jié

ke

nianji
kdo shi
kdo

shi
yihou
kong(r)
yaoshi
fanghian
dao
bangdngshi
xing
déng
bié

keqi

Chang laosht

VO

vo/n

n/v

conj

ad]

adv

adj

to have a meeting

to open; to hold (a meeting, party, etc.)
meeting

morning

(measure word for class periods)
class; course; lesson

grade in school

to give or take a test; test

to give or take a test

test; to try; to experiment

after; from now on, later on
free time

if

convenient

to go to; to arrive

office

all right; O.K.

to wait; to wait for

don’t [See Grammar 3.]

polite

Teacher Chang
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Grammar

{1. The Preposition 7% (géi)

“@ (g€i) can be a verb or a preposition. In Chinese, prepositions are generally combined with nouns

or pronouns to form prepositional phrases, which appear before verbs as adverbials.

0 MABRITT /A diEo
Ta géi wo da le yi ge dianhua.
(He gave me a call.)

® MR ?FMHRAEBRIMNANAB—T o
Ta shi shéi? Qing ni géi women jieshao yi xia.

(Who is he? Please introduce us.)

© AR RE G 2 B RAE—T » 479 7

.....

(Do you have a picture of your older sister? Can you let me have a look?)

[2. The Modal Verb-g‘ (yao, will; be going to) (I) ]

The modal verb % (yao) has several meanings. In this lesson, 'ﬁ_ (yao) indicates a future action,

particularly a scheduled event or an activity that one is committed to. The negative form is

expressed by adding Z‘—‘ (btr) and deleting —% (yao).

0 THFHRAINEZR o

Xiawli women yao kao shi.

(In the afternoon we are going to have a test.)

© AHRMERKELEGY -

Jintian wdnshang meimei yao qu kan dianying.

(This evening my younger sister is going to see a movie.)
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A REREE]ERIUIL - RR 7

Mingtian wd yao qu Xido Bai jia wanr, ni ne?

(Tomorrow I’'m going to visit Little Bai. How about you?)

Bl RRAEDEAEILIL REFTS

Mingtian wd ba gu Xido Bai jia wanr, wo yao kai hui.

(Tomorrow I’'m not going to visit Little Bai. I am going to a meeting,.)

(3. The Adverb %‘J (bi¢, don’t) ]

L

%IJ (bié, don’t) is used to advise someone to refrain or stop someone from doing something.

155

Depending on the context, it can be used to form a polite formula, a gentle reminder, or a serious

admonition:

BE A

Bié kegi.

(No need to be so polite.)
wns
AR B o

NT bié shud.
(Don’t tell/say anything.)

7l 2ok |

Bié jin lai!

(Don’t come in!)

AP EHEE

Na ge dianying méi you yisi, ni bié kan.

(That movie is boring. Don’t go see it.)

RB F o
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Language Practice

LA. %a\ (géi) as a preposition

Little Gao is very nice to his friends. If you and your classmates are his friends, you
will often find him doing the following:

EXAMPLE: 4]\ ﬁ'g H}:] }).L jiéshao péngyou

N = R LA
'J\ =] 'Tj "’ﬁ é"/ﬁ\ —> Xido Gao changchang géi

ﬁ’ﬂ‘] 41\_?77 HH & . women jieshao péngyou.

a1 47 B 1 a. 1. da dianhua
2. 928 3 RS 2. jeshio xin didnying

b 1. A ACE BT A BB b 1. tan @ biba mama de shaopian
2. T ‘:F' '%" J< 2, ting Zhenggud viryus
3. "y 3 j"“—]?‘ 3. & Vinggud chi

{B. -ﬁ‘ (vao) indicating a future commitmentJ

Li You has the coming few days all planned out. What will Li You be doing? Take
turns with a partner forming questions and answers based on the information
provided below.

EXAMPLE: H}EJ i a % -&JE ’}% mingtian < qu tiao wii
A: $ ﬁ l#] k)ﬂi{‘}- Z ? A: LT Yéu mingtian zuo shénme?
B: ? ﬁ H}:] i‘%% EJE % . B: LV You mingtian yao qu tiao wil.

1 4\ /L\B?i_,_t » 1. jintian winshang ©
15 M A °E) v vk qing péngyou hé kafei
2. H}] JEJ_'. ‘A'r‘ ® 2. mingtian shangwii <
f‘ F’] 'l%ﬂ’ %ﬂiﬁﬁ\ 2] ‘:F' 3[ qil tongxué jia lianxi Zhongwén
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3. E]}] kT'é‘; 3. mingtian xiawii &
FANFE) TP E T PIRE quaosh de bangongshi wen wen
4. ﬁ/l\ E :ﬁ}] B 4, zhé ge xinggiwli
5 F ti% ;<) %/} qui xuéxido kan dianying
5. 12/1\ )% ;‘K © 5. zhé ge zhdumd &
20D rTa;'J 4]\ 28—/~ M 5\ géi Xido Gao jieshao yi ge péngyou

(C. %7% (yaoshi, if) ]

Use the following chart to practice how to be flexible and accommodating.

EXAMPLE: suggestion based on personal preference:

1= += a
g‘ ﬂi,ﬁj: Z:‘ %Xk ﬂ‘% -‘;’J-Tk ’ Yaoshi nY bl xthuan chang gé,
ﬁ/ﬂ] EJ[SA % ? I/\E':.i‘ /Z *‘$ ? wdmen tiao wil, zénmeyang?

Give suggestions based on: 1) desire, 2) personal interest, 3) personal preference,
and 4) availability.

EXAMPLE: 1. desire 2. interest 3. preference [ 4. availability
preference
= 9 - E 98 (3
Yeso | (R) B3R [ (R) A | 4% (R)EX | (B)H
(R)A &% Z )L
(bl) xthuan (bl) xidng | juéde (méi) ydu yisi | (bu) xthuan (méi) you kongr
;} Today

f Tomorrow
>
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[D. Pair Activity J

Ask each other:

ﬁj%/ﬁ—: ;ﬁ H‘T Jé] ? Yaoshi ni ydu shijian,

/fvl‘ NN —i:—ﬂﬁrs }L I}t)l) ? ni xidng qu ndr wanr?

'% 7{ HH })-L /[‘JIL‘: v /bi 4 Yaoshi péngyou ging ni chi fan,

,z,
J 7': p /f’}- ni xiang chi shénme cai?
g 9 =] 2% 0k
7*E F’] =+ JLH ‘J‘ 76‘ EQJ fJ"/ ’ Yaoshi téongxué qing ni kan dianying,
J‘ :\._p 7% /f+ 4‘5’% ? ni xidng kan shénme dianying?

[E. Pair Activity:“Hello, is Jason there?” ]

Call your partner. Find out first if your partner is there,

A: You B: Your partner C: Your partner’s brother
m \i -
A: pﬁ ? 1’H ]&] ? A: Wéi, ging weén,
/(.‘_'E ‘:L% ? zai ma?
> 2 |
B: ﬁla‘ﬁi?ﬁ 9 / B: WG jit shi. /

C: Z‘-‘ /{:E = C: ba zai.

Ask the caller to identify him/herself.

B/C: u:.:' ﬂ}]]S ’fJ- B/C: Nin shi ni weéi?

> 8
A: ‘?}Q}'E . A: W shi .

Find out the reason for the call:

B/C: ? B/C:

%‘ $ )L T{% ? NI hdo! Y6u shir ma?
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If it's convenient, you'd like to go to your friend’s place this evening to watch TV.
Al e

It happens that your partner and his brother are scheduled to play a ball game
and are not available this evening. But they are free tomorrow night if it's okay
with you.

B/C: ...

The new proposed night works for you. Accept it and set a time before saying
goodbye and hanging up the phone.

A: ...
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5 4% "f‘% , 7'151 l &] s T HH /E n’% 2 LANGUAGE NOTE
‘ — @ Compare the two particles
JE,L ﬁ:{j{}f‘m ‘J‘ E?ﬁu&ﬂ vE, (ba) and E% (ma):

IREZ A e ?
—£ Hﬂ & —F P E— 'ﬂ}] @% 7% (NI shi Li You ba?)
‘:P SC & {i % -F ? You are Li You, aren’t you?
ER& } Wr ‘:F' i 5 ,ﬁ% ‘3,% ? (I think you're Li You. Am I right?)
H]8 uly
B AL RO KB A

(NT shi LT You ma?)
i "5[]5 Are you Li You?

‘ pg W"]U ﬂ;k ‘\ Tr;];%)’ . ﬂﬁﬁ/f‘}‘ 2 (lam not quite sure.)
Hﬁﬂf£@9¢Ak%
A EILG ?

AR kR ERLIK o
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£ &7 G EFFERER?
3§ o 3 E R OVAJE B ARAT BE o
£) 47 > RF MR &AE o

Wéi, ging wén, Wang Péng zai ma?
=
L WS jiu shi. Ni shi Li You ba®?
I
@ Wéng Péng, wd xia ge xingqi®yao kdo Zhongweén, ni bang wd zhtinbéi yi xia, gén wé lianxi shud
Zhéngwén, hdo ma?

1 Hio a, danshi ni d&i® ging wé hé kaféi.

@ H&é kaféi, méi wenti. Na wd shénme shihou gén ni jian mian? Ni jintian wanshang you kongr ma?

3

R
"—r

=l Jintian winshang Bai Ying’ai qing wo cht fan.

& Shi ma? Bai Ying’ai ging ni cht fan?

L Dui. Wo hui 1ai® yihou géi ni dd dianhua.

@ Héo, wé déng ni de dianhua.

=R
TN L E U S ———_ 123
VE LT o S Y 10%
XY I _ 16 5
B AR i e 15 %
KNH=8_ 28 5%

G ERFEMNeg b B EFA X E R ?

Bai Ying'ai hé Wang Péng chi Zhonggué cai haishi Méigud cai?
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VOCABULARY

1.

10.

11.

12.

TA
-
5
Ed

g

M
%. 3]

b2 Vg

DL

xia ge

xia

Zhdngwén

weén

lianxi

shuo

danshi

dei

gén

jian mian

hui lai

conj

av

prep

Vo

vC

next one

below; next

Chinese language

language; script; written language
to help

to prepare

to practice

to say; to speak

(a sentence-final particle of exclamation,

interrogation, etc.)

but

must; to have to

with

to meet up; to meet with
face

to come back
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Grammar

[4. Time Expressions}

'F /l\' &-ﬁ}] (xia ge xTngqT, next week) literally means “the week below.” By the same token,
_J——/l\" E}m (shang ge xingq, last week) literally means “the week above.” The measure word
/l\' can be omitted: _F /i\ E,?ﬁ}]:—F E:_ﬁf]’ _J:/l\' E_ ';ﬁ}]:—t- E. ﬁﬂ . “Last/next
month” is J:-/l\ }] /rF/l\‘ );J (shang ge yué/xia ge yué). However, we don’t say
*EHITFA,

To help you remember, envision a calendar. Next week/month is below (—F, xia) this week/

month; last week/month is above (—J:-, shang) this week/month.

Time Expressions Involving Month and Week

_J'.'.J:_/I\‘}:] shang shang ge yue ,.I—_J'_(/]\‘) i—ﬁ}] shang shang (ge) xingqi

the month before last the week before last

_J:./l\ }:] shang ge yue _J.'_.( /l\) E_-ﬁ}] shang (ge) xingqt

last month last week
: zhe ge yué " zhe (ge) xingqt
XA A . X (A4-) 2 .

this month this week

"F/l\ }i] xia ge yue -—F ( /l\ ) E}I}] xia (ge) xTngqr

next month next week

rF—‘F/I\}E] xia xia ge yué TT(}i‘)iﬁ}‘] xia xia (ge) xingqn

the month after next the week after next

The above expressions with ﬂ (yué, month) and E_‘/ﬁ}] (xingqi, week) form two parallel series.
“QOne week” is 7 /i\ .E_‘fﬁ}] (yi ge xingq), therefore “one week later” is "'-/i\ _’.i?_.?ﬂ}] VA )é
(yi ge xingqt ythou). “One month™ is ™ /]\ }:] (yi ge yue), not — );] (ylyué, January). “One
month later” is — /l\ H VA )\% (yi ge yué ythou).
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Additional Time Expressions Involving Year and Day

= dagiantian A dagiannian
PNETIES R AT

three days ago three years ago

e giantian YR
TN Al -

the day before yesterday

E/F 5-( Zudtian %i’i qunian

giannian

the year before lagt

yesterday last year
/é;k i jintian 4\-{?’:— Jinnian
today this year
mingtian mingnian
% k tomorrow Eﬁ ‘qi next year
= houtian B héunian
=X the day after tomorrow e —}ff— the year after next

dahoutian dahéunian
XiE X ) KRG 5

three days from today three years from now

The above expressions with JE (tian, day) and ‘ér‘ (nian, year) form two parallel series except for

H'F /Ii (zudtian, yesterday) and 'i:.‘"éF‘ (qunian, last year).

- — .
5. The Modal Verb ’fﬂ‘ (dei, mus@

452
The modal verb ’f‘ﬂ' (d&i) means “need to” or “must”.

aR &%ﬂﬁ%ﬁ%s&%&&%%imo

W6 xianzai déi qur kai hui, méi kongr gén ni lido tianr.

(Ineed to go to a meeting right now, and have no time to chat with you.)

® RAFIL Lk

W6 yéu shir, dai gl xuéxiio.

(I’ve some business [to attend to]. I must £0 to school.)

FAS S .
The negative form of ’f‘T (déi, must) is Z: ﬁ] (bdyong, need not) or ;f‘: VA (bibi, need not),
3 4
not $4<‘? (bu déi). Therefore, the correct way to say “You don’t have to go to the library” in
Chinese is A, not B:

a AR B 45 o, TR 63 B 45 4%

NT bayong qu tashaguan. NT bibi qu tashaguin.
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RRAFEE PR o

*NI bu déi qu tashiguin.

[6. Directional Complements (l) J

7T(/ 'Z-E‘ (lai/qu, to come/go) can serve as a directional complement after such verbs as 3& (jin,
to enter) and =] (hui, to return). % (1ai, to come) signifies movement toward the speaker, while

7-!::.‘ (gu, to go) signifies movement away from the speaker.

o [A is at home, speaking on the phone to B, who is away from home.]

Rt 28R = %k 2

NY shénme shihou hun’ lai?

A:

(When are you coming back?)

- -
B: ék &% :ﬁ\ E’J %
W0 lia dian hui qu.

(I'm going back at six.)

e [A is outside, and B is inside. A knocks on the door, and B tells A to come in.]

B: i&.%o

Jin lai.

(Come in.)
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Language Practice

&. B E& B +V(O) (A gen B + V(0), A does something with B) }

Look at the portraits of the characters and the words given,

who does what with whom.

@ <
=

ol 2/ N

— HEIFIRE KR X
ES
2

S

Dt 3 ST

EXAMPLE:

%'J (bie, don’t) and ’?EJ]‘ (déi, must) ]

and practice saying

shud Zhongwén

o]

W vz, B AR

Chang ldoshi gen LT Y6u shuo Zhéngwén.

liao tianr

tiao wi

shuo Yingwén

jian mian chi wanfan

Use the following key words to practice how to persuade or urge someone not
to do something because he or she has to do something else.

EXAMPLE: ; HgF k J L v 76‘ ;B

— 4R 5| B XU
Rt & A o
1.,} "%%T}v' i
C R IPAT Bk
3. t‘ ﬂi"ﬁﬁv %‘%_ﬁﬁ
a0 TRy % 3 BLF T

Vo j ; s
¢ lidotianr ' kan sha
—> Ni bié lido tianr,
ni déi kan sha.
hé cha v shui jido

kan dianshi

v g€i ldosht di dianhua

shui jiao v  qu ko shi

daqitd y  lianxi shué Zhéngwén
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5. p} % H}:] /i %z ;j‘[‘ }LA 5. i\’\' qu péngyou jia wanr
N
v % r_-'?_" *K-I“/VF Vv qu xuéxiao gdongzuo

(H. A EF‘ B }”u ‘ﬁ] (A gén B jian mian, A meets with B)J

Among the characters in the text, indicate whom you would or would not like to
meet with.

EXAMPLE: @L = 3&‘ ( Z‘:) 3@*&& Wo (bi1) xidng gén
i }:]H ﬁL @ 2 Wang Péng jian mian.

{ . With a partnerJ

Take out your day planner, and take turns asking each other questions:

’ff'JL: XA~ A ;EI)E] X NI zhé ge xinggitian

E i[— ( 'ﬁ‘ ) 'ﬁk’f‘l— 25 7 shangwii (yao) zud shénme?
HRTAEH= NI xia ge Xngaisan

T '}{_ ( 'ﬁ‘ ) ’f#[’H' A 7 xiawii (yao) zud shénme?
R T2 A NI xi ge xingqiwi

Hj‘t,"— ( 'ﬁ‘ ) #i’ﬂ— A 7 winshang (yao) zud shénme?

J. What does your friend have to do if he or she wants you to help
him/her?

study Chinese practice playing ball
practice singing  practice dancing

“If | help you...,you have to ..."

‘g‘ 7% ﬁ %13'3 /r’{i: 2 Yaoshi wd bang ni

167

49
’f;’ﬁ'( AT g At d&i
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K. Role Play: My girlfriend/boyfrien

d is not home.

A: the caller B: the mother of the caller’s boyfriend/girlfriend

Ais calling his/her girlfriend/boyfriend to go out on a date.But A is surprised that B answers the

phone. ..
a: T84T 1 % 9] A: Nin hao! Qing wen
FE o 7 s
B: Z‘:fé‘; e ’rffit ;%v}]ﬁﬁ,-_ ¥ B: BU zai. NI shi nd wei?
A: é’k IHE ° A weshi
B: ﬁ—: #@ B: N zhdo

ﬁg/bﬁ% ? you shir ma?
A then tells B the reason for the call. ..
A: ﬁ. Ey:] 5—( Hﬁav‘t ?’\:E‘- iﬁ A: W6 mingtian wdngshang xidng ging
'f’t}_’l/'ﬁ& L ta
B seems to know her daughter/son’s schedule very well...
B: /f&/'ﬁ’(’fx % 7-& Hﬁa—tﬁ B: Ta mingtian wingshang yao
? %—ZL.. '}E )L ¢ , méi kongr.
A is disappointed, but does not give up, and proposes a different time. ..
A: ﬂ[s ’f‘@/'ﬁ{!_" A: Nata
ﬁ E:j' JE] ‘:{% ? you shijian ma?

B gives the same answer with a different activity that the daughter/son is
committed to...

B: ’N_’;/'ﬁ{’_f, B: Ta
S i - N

‘/‘,{%‘_ B:J- JE] = méi shijian.
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A thinks that he or she had better ask B to tell the daughter/son to call him/her
back...

A: }JI’S 7% 4&/3&’@ = % VA }é‘ A: Na ging ta huf lai yihéu
9
ﬁ %; /h}z‘/'ﬁ& éﬁ EEJ % - wd déng ta de dianhua.

Though a bit reluctant, B promises she will do that, then hangs up the phone.

B: fljf ? ﬁ‘ ﬁlL @ B: Hio, zaijian.
A tries to thank B and says goodbye before the click.

A: i%} i%j' /ﬁ:‘ ! ﬁ‘ )nl_; 2 A: Xiéxie nin! Zaijian.

HOW ABOUT YOU?

What languages do you speak?

1; ?% i Faweén pn the French language
2 H i Riwén pn the Japanese language
3. ’fn& i Déwén pn the German language
4. é‘l% i Hanwén pn the Korean language
5. )ﬁk i Ewén pn the Russian language
6. \@ -{}i ﬂ_ i Xibanyawén pn the Spanish language
s 7@ k *J i Yidaliwén pn the Ttalian language
8. %tj % ﬂ— B:C- Putdaoyawén pn the Portuguese language
9. 7%}]% i Xilawén pn the Greek language
10. 'fj— T i Ladingwén pn the Latin language

If a language you speak is not listed above, please ask your teacher and make a note

here:
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Culture Highlights

o About Chinese phone etiquette: The receiver of the call usually does not identify herself
immediately on picking up the phone, as some people like to do in some other cultures.

Instead, she would only say W‘l% (wéi/wei) and let the caller initiate the conversation.

9 To make a long distance call in China, dial 0 first, then the area code followed by the

phone number. Here are the area codes for two of the most important cities in China:

Beijing: 10
Shanghai: 21

To call a cell phone number, however, you don’t need to dial 0 first. It seems that
almost every adult in China has a cell phone, %#)L (shoujn), and they are not afraid
to use it! China is now the largest cell phone market in the world. The cost of tele-
phone communication in China can be significantly reduced by using calling cards, EE
7'% —'F‘- (dianhua ka). There are various types of calling cards, which are available in

neighborhood convenience stores.
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9 Both "P 3:. (Zhéngwén) and /X'Trt:r (Hanyii) mean “the Chinese languagc
IX is the name of the predominant ethnic group in China, and lea

literally means “the language of the Han people.” Therefore, Chinese citizens

of non-Han ethnic backgrounds will most likely refer to the Chinese language
as IX"&I rather than CF SC There is also a difference in nuance between
1—\:1 (yu, speech) and 1 (wén, writing), but for most purposes /X-Tn
(Hanyil) and ‘:F 3[ (Zhongwén) are generally considered synonymous.

This is a billboard for one of the major telecommunication companies in China.
Can you figure out what services the company provides?

As seen here, there are so many choices when purchasing calling cards.
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English Text

Dialogue |

(Li You is on the phone with Teacher Chang.)

Teacher Chang;:
Li You:
Teacher Chang:
Li You:
Teacher Chang:
Li You:
Teacher Chang;:
Li You:
Teacher Chang:

Li You:
Teacher Chang:
Li You:
Teacher Chang:
Li You:
Teacher Chang:

Dialogue Il

Li You:
Wang Peng:
Li You:

Wang Peng:
Li You:

Wang Peng:
Li You:
Wang Peng:
Li You:

Hello?

Hello, is Teacher Chang there?

This is she. Who is this, please?

Teacher, how are you? This is Li You.

Hi, Li You. What’s going on?

Teacher, are you free this afternoon? I’d like to ask you a few guestions,
I’'m sorry. This afternoon I have to go to a meeting.

What about tomorrow?

Tomorrow morning I have two classes. Tomorrow afternoon at three o’clock 1
have to give an exam to the second-year class.

When will you be free?

I won’t be free until after four o’clock tomorrow.

If it’s convenient for you, Pll go to your office at four-thirty. Is that all right?
Four-thirty? No problem. I'll wait for you in my office.

Thank you.

You're welcome.

Hello, is Wang Peng there?

This is he. Is this Li You?

Hi, Wang Peng. Next week I have a Chinese exam. Could you help me prepare and
practice speaking Chinese with me?

Sure, but you must take me out for coffee.

Take you out for coffee? No problem. So, when can I see you? Are you free this
evening?

This evening Bai Ying’ai is taking me out to dinner.
Is that so? Bai Ying’ai is taking you out to dinner?
That’s right. I will call you when I get back.

O.K. I'll wait for your call.
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\

PROGRESS CHECKLIST

‘ Before proceeding to Lesson 7, be sure you can complete the following "
tasks in Chinese: ‘

| am able to \

l [v| Askabout the reason for a phone call; \
- [v] Askforafavor politely;

‘ [v] Setupanappointmenton the phone;
‘ m "Negotiate to find a common time that everyone can meet ; \

| B,] Request that my call be returned.

| Please review the lesson if any of these tasks seem difficult. )




