Take the ,,A* Train in SecondHandSongs

Billy Strayhorn (1915 —1967)

Duke Ellington (1899 — 1974)

January 15, 1941. Los Angeles.
Standard Radio Transcription recording session in Hollywood RCA Studio.

Standard 132

StdTrans:1/6 Take The "A" Train



351 Take The i" A" Tram Music by Billy Strayhorn

Lyric by Lee Gaines
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Soon you will be em Seg- gar Hill in Harlem.



February 15, 1941. Los Angeles.
RCA-Victor recording session at Hollywood RCA Studio.

055283-1 Victor 27380 C40-41:8 Take The "A" Train

Duke Ellington and his Famous Orchestra — prvni bézné dostupnd nahravka
https://secondhandsongs.com/performance/52177
19410215
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https://secondhandsongs.com/performance/52177

Spoustu zajimavosti o vzniku a definitivnim uplatnéni skladby Take the ,,A* Train se lze docist
v origindlu ve vydatném zdroji JazzStandards.com, konkrétné zde:
https://www.jazzstandards.com/compositions-0/taketheatrain.htm
Tak alespoil néco: Roku 1940 byla ochranna autorska organizace American Society of Composers, Authors,
and Publishers (ve zkratce znama jako ASCAP) ve stavce a veskera hudba jejich ¢lenti se nesméla vysilat
rozhlasem. To se tykalo také Duka Ellingtona, ktery v té dob&é mél kazdodenni rozhlasovou relaci. Vyzval
tedy své dva blizké skladatele, kteti piisluseli do konkurencni organizace BMI, aby rychle komponovali
novou hudbu a orchestr m¢l svym rozhlasovym posluchac¢iim co nabidnout. Byli to jeho asistent Billy
Strayhorn a Dukiiv syn, Mercer Ellington. Oba pfinesli 15. tinora 1941 do gramofonového studia Victor své
nové kompozice, prvni z nich mimo jiné i Take the ,,A“ Train. Mercer vzpominal, ze skladbu objevil
vyhozenou v kosi a kdyz se Strayhorna ptal na divod, dovédél se, ze mu piipadala moc starodavna, jako od
Fletchera Hendersona. Kdyz se nova deska dostala v Cervencové hitparadé na 11. pticku, autor patrné svij
kriticky nazor zménil. Skladba se brzy stala novou znélkou Ellingtonova orchestru a vydrzela az do jeho
smrti. V minulé éte se stala pro ¢eského jazzového fanouska pozvankou do zakazaného svéta — popularni
rozhlasovy redaktor a hlasatel Willis Conover ji zahajoval kazdono¢ni (s vyjimkou ned¢€le) vysilani svého
potadu Jazz Hour na stanici Voice of America, jehoz poslech se komunisté snazili znemoznit vykonnou
rusi¢kou rozhlasu na Zlutém kopci.

Skladba ma ctyftaktovou introdukei, kterd se vétSinou dodrzuje. Nasleduje klasickd pisiova forma
A-A-B-A, celd v C-dur. Pouze ve druhém ctyftakti stfedniho dilu (bridge) dojde ke kratkému vyboceni
mimotonalni dominantou D9. Orchestralni skladba se tentokrat doc¢kala velmi brzy textu, jeho autorem byl
Lee Gaines, ktery jiZz 21. srpna 1941 se svoji vokalni skupinou The Delta Rhythm Boys nato¢il prvni
zpivanou desku. Skute¢nost, ze Take the A Train dosédhla tak vysokého skore v Jazzové diskografii Toma
Lorda, si mlizeme vysvétlit velmi snadno: tim, Ze neslo o bézné ¢islo proménlivého programu, ale o znélku,
skladb¢ zajistilo prakticky kazdodenni provadéni a ponévadz stovky rozhlasovych relaci bylo souc¢asné
nahravéano a pozdéji i vydano na deskéch, které vS§echny Tom Lord zahrnuje ve svém obiim dile, je véc
jasnd. Navic se pisni¢ka dostala do repertoaru skutecné pestrého vybéru mnoha zpévaki, o orchestrech i
malych skupindch nemluvé.

Statistika: 19. misto v JazzStandards (z 1000 uvadénych); 756 riiznych verzi v SecondHandSongs, odkud
cerpame hudebni ukazky; roku 1941 hit €. 3; 1492 rtiznych nahravek v Tom Lord Jazz Discography.
Dtikladné pojednani véetné pétice videi (Eddie Lockjaw Davis, Duke Ellington, dvé festivalova vystoupeni
z Montreux — Charles Mingus s Gerrym Mulliganem 1975 a Sun Ra o rok pozd¢ji, plus kvarteto Joea
Hendersona s Jitim Mrazem) a vybér doporuc¢enych nahravek k poslechu — viz odkaz nahote.
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Glenn Miller
https://secondhandsongs.com/performance/52178
19410528

US & British label
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Cab Calloway and his Orchestra
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The Delta Rhythm Boys
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Lee Gaines (1914 — 1987)
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Daniel Santos noc el conjunto Sonora Matancera
https://secondhandsongs.com/performance/1010449
1950

Daniel Santos (1916 — 1992)

La Sonora Matancera
Cuban salsa-group
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Betty Roché & Duke Ellington
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Betty Roché (1920 — 1999) Billy Strayhorn (1915 — 1967)
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Rita Moss
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Rita Moss (1918 — 2015)
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Ella Fitzgerald & Duke Ellington
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The King Sisters
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https://www.discogs.com/artist/2019097-Alyce-King
https://www.discogs.com/artist/3217315-Donna-King-3
https://www.discogs.com/artist/3217326-Luise-King
https://www.discogs.com/artist/1517855-Marilyn-King

The Clark Sisters
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Mel Tormé
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Eddie Jefferson
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Johnny Hartman
https://secondhandsongs.com/performance/749442
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JOHNNY HARTMAN

AUDNOPHiLE
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Johnny Hartman (1923 — 1983)
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Carmen Bradford & Shelly Berg (piano)
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2004

Carmen Bradford

L’\C;' @ u,.--"'IJ(_lF/'\ U'JC) wA

Carmen B O] s 31

3, Hosme Eith Yo o2
4. Take e A Train 4
5, | Know Whial 'l Got 3R
&. This Can't Be Love 4 1
7. B thie O :

10, Swaat Gaorgia .
10, My bdaol 28

12. How Swaal It 1§ .58

13, Wondar Why 505

AE WITH

g AllBUS ¥ DIOJPOIE UBLLIDD)

2

1

armen Brodiord & Shelly Berg

L

|

B786-72227-2

0



https://secondhandsongs.com/performance/349951

Andy Bey-vocal & piano
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Andy Bey (* 1939)
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Duke Ellington and his Orchestra in ,,Reveille with Beverly* movie
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Film premiere on February 4, 1943 (78 minutes)
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Oscar Pettiford Cello Quartet with Duke Ellington & Billy Strayhorn
https://secondhandsongs.com/submission/54462
19500913

Oscar Pettiford (1922 — 1960) & Duke Ellington (1899 — 1974)
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Oscar Peterson (solo piano)
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Oscar Peterson - Vol. IV
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1952 LP
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Harry Carney
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Harry Carney (1910 — 1974)
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Charlie Barnet
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1959 released

JAZZ
& BLUES

Take The "A"
Train |

The Best Of

Charlie Barnet

GRAMMERGY

R ETCOR D S

www.grammercy.com All Rights Reserved.

© 2012 Grammercy Records

I LA T S

Charlie Barnet

CHARLIE
BARNET

Pt ..__ B %

THE BEST OF CHARLIE BARNET

\
Charlie Barnet (1913 — 1991)



https://secondhandsongs.com/performance/866635

Chico Hamilton Quintet
https://secondhandsongs.com/performance/624410
19591209/12

CHICO HAMILTO QUINTET / Ellington Suite

Chico Hamilton (1921 — 2013)
THE CHICO HAMILTON QUINTET: ELLINGTON SUITE

CHICD HAMILTON, drssss; BUDDY COLLETTE, fenor and alta; PAUL ORN, alte and flian
1M HALL, guibar; FRED KATZ cello; CARSON SMITH, bass
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Charles Mingus
https://secondhandsongs.com/performance/487598
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Charles Mingus (1922 — 1979)
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Count Basie Orchestra & Duke Ellington Orchestra
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Maynard Ferguson

https://secondhandsongs.com/performance/110399
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Maynard Ferguson (1928 — 2006
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Sun Ra
https://secondhandsongs.com/performance/239517
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Joe Venuti & Dave McKenna
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Joe Venuti (1894/1904 — 1978) Dave McKenna (1930 — 2008)
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Joe Henderson Trio
https://secondhandsongs.com/performance/135768
19910326
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André Previn
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André Previn [Andreas Ludwig Priwin] (1929 — 2019)


https://secondhandsongs.com/performance/887312

Martial Solal
https://secondhandsongs.com/performance/1035545
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improvise pour

France Musique

Martial Solal (* 1927) & Duke Ellington (1899 — 1974)
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