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66 THE CLOUDS

ditional and the other with a sophistic education; and in The

‘Clouds, produced at the City Dionysia of 423, he returns to this

theme, as a rustic father and his cityfied son come into contact
with the new learning in all its major aspects — natural science,
rhetoric, the new morality and the new irreligion.

It made good dramatic sense for all these tendencies to be
embodied in a single individual. Aristophanes could have
created, if he had wanted to, a fictitious composite of the leading
‘sophists’ of the day — Protagoras, Antiphon, Diogenes of Apol-
lonia, and others. Many, indeed, would argue that that was
precisely what he did. But the tradition of Old Comedy was that
major satirical targets should be given the identities, and usually
the names, of actual contemporaries (like Lamachus in The
Acharnians and Cleon [‘Paphlagon’] in The Knights); and

+ Aristophanes gave his fictitious composite the identity and the

name of Socrates.
Socrates is now widely thought of as the father of Western

philosophy, a status he owes principally to the literary, dramatic
and intellectual genius of his follower Plato. There is no evidence
that his contemporaries in general regarded him as a man of any
exceptional merit atalli He was known to be interested in ethical
issues; he was a tireless interrogator who would not let any
assertion pass unquestioned, no matter how widely believed it
might be; he showed a striking disregard for the accepted com-
forts and pleasures of life, to the extent that he must often have
been fairly smelly (Plato confirms, what we might otherwise
have supposed to be a comic slander, that he rarely bathed or
wore shoes). He had attracted to himself a significant number
of young men of wealthy families who discussed intellectual
questions with him and each other, listened to his conversations
and sometimes tried to imitate his methods themselves. In late
424 he had come to public notice in another way, by having
behaved with notable courage during the Athenian retreat after
the battle of Delium — typically not noticing or caring if his
confident bearing was interpreted by his comrades as evidence
of a disdainful attitude towards them. If for this reason he was
particularly unpopular in the winter of 424/3, it may help to
explain why he was made a significant figure in 0o of the
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onds. Why then does Aristopl inthi
: 3 SAristophanesin this play aterib
to him all those characterist; il Bt
: Ose characteristics of other int
: s ver intellectuals thar
widely regarded as subversjve? ‘ e
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the tablets. and stays bolding the lamp for him to read ry.)

Let me see now, what have we got? To Pasias, twelve hundred

drachmas.! What was that for? Why did I borrow it? Oh yes,

when I bought the koppa-bred horse. [1eavens, I might just

as well have copped it right then and there!’
PHEIDIPPIDES [in bis sleep]: Watchit, Philon, you're cheating,.
Stop cutting across me.
STREPSIADES: You see? That's w
sleep it’s racing, racing, racing.
PHEIDIPPIDES: Flow many laps is the war-chariot race?
sTREPSIADES: Not as many bends as you've driven your f
round! |Looking at bis acconnts again] Now what was the
next one after Pasias? Mm — three hundred for a small foot-

hat’s ruined me. Even in his

ather

board and a pair of wheels.

pueinirrines: Let the horse have a roll, groom, and take him

home.
srREPSIADES: A rolll Yor've been rolling all right — in 1y

money! I've already got court judgments against me, and
there are creditors threatening to seize my goods in lieu of
interest! [STREPSIADES’ voice has now risen so much that it

1wakes his son up.|
prerpirrines: Really, dad, what's wrong with you, tossing

and twisting about all night long?

STREPSIADES: I'm getting bitten by a bailiff, or something, in
the bedclothes.

pHEIDIPPIDES: With all respect, could you let me get a bit of
sleep? [He lies down as before.|

STREPSTIADES: Fine, you do that. But just remember that all my
debts will be yours one day! Gods, 1 wish I could strangle the
matchmaker who put the idea in my head of marrying your

mother! T had a marvellous life in the country, not caring

about etiquette or tidiness or washing, rich in bees and sheep

and olives. And then 1 married this city girl, the niece of
Megacles the son of Megacles, no less, a stuck-up, spoilt little
Coesyra of a woman!® On our wedding night, I went to bed
smelling of new wine, drying-racks, flecces and affluence -

and she of perfume, saffron, french kisses, spending, over-

eating and erotic rituals. Don’t get the idea she was idle,

RN
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3:;}1,:;}1{1 ."}hc]did W(‘T.I[( air clothes-making — got through a great

" wool —until I showed her this ¢ i id il

[bo!d_r'ng up his threadbare cloak _‘Li:};:f‘:;;:ig‘;‘e;‘“‘I[m'd
sleeping — and revealing a distinctly flaccid [Jl.'J{I”HcT J;j "e"”
ymi"re wearing away my resources!”’ o

[The lamp beld by the slave goes out ]

SLAVE: The lamp’s out of oil, sir. .

STREPSTADES: Well, did I ask you to use the thirsty ?C
here — I'll make you regret it. kb s

SLAVE ] 1]
Hm({(l:::f;[mg him): Why should 1? [He disappears through

STREPSIADES [calling after him]: Because you put in such a fat
wick, l'h:_tr's why. [During the next few lirtes he is .ea"} e 1
:r::(ipmrlrng rmE rlbei dlrmk.l Well, when me and m‘y [jr_m’;i:;/;
sarcasm| good lady had rthis boy, we had a grear o IJ
what to call him. She insisted on ing 2 he _”"f" o the
n‘mnc,'mnmthing ending in -hippus ff[ttil:ﬁ‘ilje Eﬁ;@::;]m e
(,hﬂ_(?rlhhus, Callippides® — while I wanted to name hi "ll"li’m';’
L!(JIII(IGS n.frer his grandad. Well, we argued for uilm 5 e
time, lqmt in the end we came to terms and settled fgr I’T ?'“l]'ne
hl(tt:s- I ll(:ll she used to hold him in her arms and say ‘]\t‘(l;l o
you're a h_lP, boy and drive in procession lu.lhe /\kcr::)’mliq](?”
your chariot, wearing a lovely simooth robe, like y()uf‘ U‘ 'lln
Megacles . . ", until I took him and said, “When vou dri ,_“: .
goats home from the fells, like your daddy did befn'ue'l -
wearing a leather smock . .." But it was no good lle"e )(*mj
l()()l‘.{ any notice of anything I said, and now he’s l).r()u Jlnl'e("lel
tamily fortunes down with galloping t'nfﬁﬂﬂrﬁh’r;ﬂ "%‘ 1\‘(/ ;]C
anyway, I've been hunting all night for a way out ;111 I le
found one - a narrow path, but a marvellous Une1 [t"l? [ \‘EI.
me out of the wood, if I can only get that lm? to |1- I I’;em
need tU.W-’lk(’ him up first. Now what's the ‘;_weelf-fl‘p\.r “{' |
wake him up? Hmm ... |Bending over l’rr-lill)ll';"ll)RFQQ}f i

’”sugnrj' tones| Pheidippides! Pheidippides, (lﬁl'“llﬁ' o
ADIPPIDE ] ;

I I.li:i?ii[ig:[[?nhs [twaking up, and sluggishly risingl: Whar-

STRED! S : 4 i
i”rllnﬂi;/;-i‘)ll.s. [ ' want you to kiss me and put your right hand
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R0 THE CLOUDS

sTREPsIADES: Well, that’s all right, you can tell me. I've come
to the Thinkery in order to be a member.

STUDENT |coming out and closing the door]: Very well, but you
must treat this as a holy secret.'” Socrates, a moment ago,
asked Chacrephon how many of its own feet a flea could
jump. One of them had just bitten Chaerephon’s eyebrow
and jumped over on to Socrates” head.

STREPSIADES: And how did he measure it?

sTUDENT: In a very elegant way. He melted some wax and put
the flea’s feet into it, so that when it set the flea had a stylish
pair of slippers on. And then he took the slippers off and used
them to measure out the distance [illustrating by taking a step
or tiwo, toe touching heel |.

STREPSIADES: Lord Zeus, what a subtle intellect!

sTUDENT: Like to hear about another of Socrates” clever
ideas?

STREPSIADES: | beg you, yes, please tell me.

sTunENT: Chaerephon of Sphettus™ once asked Socrates
whether he was of the opinion that gnarts produced their hum
by way of the mouth or the rear end.

STREPSIADES: So what was his opinion about the gnat?

sTUDENT: “The intestinal passage of the gnat’, he said, ‘is very
narrow, and consequently the wind is forced to go straight
through to the rear end. And then the arschole, being an
orifice forming the exit from this narrow passage, makes a
noise owing to the force of this wind.’

STREPSIADES: S0 a gnat’s arschole is like a trumpet. How
gutterly marvellous! F'can see that defending a lawsuit success-
fully is going to be dead easy for someone who has such
precise knowledge of the guts of gnats.

sTUDENT: Then the day before yesterday he was robbed of a
great thought by a lizard.

STREPSIADES: How on earth did that happen?

sTtunenT: Well, he was doing some research on the movements
and revolutions of the moon, gazing upwards, open-mouthed,
and then this gecko shat on him from the ceiling”" in the dark.

STREPSIADES [langhing beartily]: Oh, I'liked that one —a gecko
shitting in Socrates” face!

THE CLOUDS
1

STUDENT: A-m[ then yesterday we found we had nothing to eat
at dinner time.

STREPSIADES: Well then, what trick did he pull off?

STUDENT: He sprinkled a little ash on the table, bent a skewer

to make a pair of compasses, and then . . . nicked somebody’s
cloak while he was in the gym wrestling. >

STREPSIADES: And we still admire old Thales??? Come on

. g !
h.m ry up, open the door, and let me see Socrates right away!
I'm bursting to learn! Open the door!

|~ I'he STUDENT opens the school door. A wheeled platform
is .miled out, on which are a number of other sSTUDENTS
thin, pale and sickly looking, all motionless in attitndes
presently to be described, as if utterly absorbed in scientific
thought.| -

STREPSIADES: In Heracles’ name, where did you catch these
creatures?

STUDENT: What are you so surprised about? What did you
think they were?

STREPSIADES: Spartan prisoners from Pylos,” if you ask me
Why on earth are those ones [ pointing to one group of stu-
dents] staring at the ground?

STUDENT: They are doing research on things that are under the
earth. '

STREPSIADES: Oh, looking for edible bulbs, you mean! Well
you don’t need to search for them any more; I know where
you can find lovely big ones. But what are that log up to
[pointing]? They're completely doubled up!

STUDENT: They are investigating the lowest reaches of the
underworld.

STREPSIADES: So why is their arschole looking at the sky?

STUDENT: It’s learning to do astronomy all by itself. |To the
other students| Go inside; what'l] he say if he sees you out
here?

STREPSIADES: No, not yet! Can’t they stay a bit? I want to tell
them about a little problem 1 have.

STUDENT: Can’t do that. Mustn’t stay (oo long outside in the
fresh air.

[The other sTUDENTS go inside. At the rear of the platform
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THE CLOUDS

LEADER: No problem. In future there will be nobody who
carries more resolutions in the Assembly than you do.

sTREPSIADES: Not big political speeches, that’s not what I'm
after. I just want to be able to twist and turn my way through
the thickets of the law and give my creditors the slip.

LEADER: Well, that’s certainly not much to ask. We'll see you
get it. Just put yoursell confidently in the hands of our minis-

ters here.
sTREPSIADES: Pl trust you, and do it. I'm necessarily compelled

to do it, by pedigree horses and a blasted pedigree wife!

Solgive myself entirely to the school =T'll let them beat me,

Starve me, freeze me, parch me, flay me, I don’t care
how they ill-treat me,

If they teach me how to dodge my debts and get the
reputation

Of the cleverest, slyest fox that ever baffled litigation.

Let men call me glib, audacious, rash, a liar bold and
nimble,

Lawcourt veteran, walking statute-book, a pest, a
tinkling cymbal,

Loathsome supple rogue, dissembler, sticky customer
and bragger,

Villain, whipping-post and twister, or a logic-chopping
nagger —

Let them call me any name they choose, and over and
above it

Let them chase me through each court, and I assure you
that I'll love it!

If the Thinkery can make of me a real forensic winner,

I don’t mind if they take out my guts and serve them up
for dinner!

CHORUS:
We can see you're not a coward, and you've got the
disposition
To become, if taught by us, a great and famous
rhetorician,
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With an enviable lifestyle —
STREPSIADES: ’

Can I eredit what you're telling?

CHORUS: "
Yes, they’ll sit all night wih patience at the entrance 1o
your dwelling 7
I'o consult you and ro pick your brains and learn a
method shifty o -
To esc ; i i
1 ?slaap? fjmm paying damages of forty grand or fifty,
) : b
nd by hiring out your intellect you'll gain a reputation
) g 475

That will reach ri
ach right up to heaven and r i
i and resound in e
nation!*! o
LEADER [t0 Socrates]: Time to take your
liminaries. You must stir up his mind
SOCRATES: Tell me, wh

pupil through the pre-

] . a bit, test hisintelligence.

: at kind of a mind do you have? | must

know that in order to bring my latest artiller ; o

STREPSIADES: Pardon?
something?

SOCRATES: No, only to ask you
a good memory?

S'I'REI‘SI.:’\'DES: Yes and no. Very good if somebody ow
something — very bad if I owe it to someone else, o
SOCRATES: I sce. Do you think you're a natural ;:p'ewkera
STREPSIADES: A natural speaker, no. A n swindler
SOCRATES: Well, how onearth do v
STREPSIADES: I'll manage. J
SOCRATES: Very well, if I set a choice morsel of cosmology i
front of you, you must make sure you snap it up \ e
STREPSIADES: I'm not going to be fed learning h'k(: a dog!
SOCRATES |aside]: Do Greeks come this smpid?‘i ](Tu S{L;;-p )Si-
ades! [ fear, old sir, that in the course of your ed‘m‘ lj'\
pl_1}fSIFa| punishment may be necessary. |An anxiety rn":';m
| him] Tell me, what do you do if someone hitg yn-u> pes
STREPSIADES: After getting hit [ wait a short time tilen rais
cry of assault, then wair a very short time, and rh;n g0 11'1 !.:16\.\:’1

SOCR/\'I'IES:‘.’\” righl; take off your cloak, please. |He lays his
hand on Strepsiades’ cloak. | o

i . y to bear on you. 430
Are you planning to lay siege to me or

a few questions. Do you have

atural swindler, yes.
ouexpecttolearnanything?
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98 THE CLOUDS

For instance, each of you, each month, can save
A drachma, which you’d have to give a slave
For torches, when you're going out at night:

Grs So much, and more, you profit by her light.
But for all this, she says, your thanks are scurvy —
You've turned the calendar all topsy-turvy.”
The gods turn up for meals and have to wait
Because you've sacrificed a day too late,

620 Then blame and threaten her — and meanwhile you,
Instead of feasting, torture, rack and sue.”
And when we mourn some hero of the past™ -
Memnon, Sarpedon — keeping solemn fast,
Too often, down on earth, we see you revel.
Some of our wrath we vented on that devil,
This year’s chief envoy to Thermopylae,”

625 Hyperbolus: we took his wreath away,"
In hopes that he would realize, late or soon,
That days are rightly reckoned by the Moon!

[SOCRATES comes out of the school, looking exasperated. |
SOCRATES: In the name of Respiration and Chaos and Air and
all that’s holy, I've never met such a clueless stupid forgetful
630 bumpkin in all my life! The most trifling little thing I teach
him, he forgets before he’s even learnt it! Never mind, I'll
bring him out here in the daylight and see if that helps.
|Calling towards the door| Strepsiades! Where are you? Can

you bring your bed out here?
STREPSIADES [coming out, dragging a bed |: If the bugs will let

me.
socrATES: Come on, lay it down there, and then pay attention.
STREPSIADES [doing sol: All right.
sOCRATES: Now what do you want to be taught first, that you
haven't ever been taught before? Come on now. Words?
Rhythms? Measures?*'
STREPSIADES |eagerly|: Measures is what [ want to know more
640 about! Only the other day a corn-dealer cheated me out of

635

two whole quarts.
SOCRATES |impatiently]: That’s not what I'm talking about.

THE CLOUDS 99

What measure do you consider the most aesthetically attrac-
tive — the three-measure or the four-measure?*

STREPSIADES |confidently]: 1 think nothing beats the gallon.

SOCRATES: What on earth are you wittering about?

STREPSIADES: You want to bet that there aren’t four measures 645
in a gallon?®

SOCRATES: Oh, to hell with you, you stupid peasant! Let’s try
rhythms, perhaps you'll understand those better.

STREPSIADES: I will if they’ll help me feed my family.

socraTES: ICll do wonders for you in social conversation, if
you understand what kind of rhythm is armamental and what 450
kind is digital.* 7

STREPSIADES: Digital? But I know all about that already.

SOCRATES: Tell me what you know.

STREPSIADES: Ever since I was a boy, it’s meant this [sticking
ont bis middle finger*.

SOCRATES: You rustic moron! 655

STREPSIADES: But dammit, I don’t want to learn any of this
kind of stuff.

SOCRATES: What do you want to learn, then?

STREPSIADES: That — that argument, the one you call Wrong!

SOCRATES: Ah, there are many other things you have to learn
first. For instance, which animals are truly masculine?

STREPSIADES: Well, L know that, if  haven't gone potty. Ram,  sso
billygoat, bull, dog, fowl.

SOCRATES: And feminine?

STREPSIADES: Ewe, nannygoat, cow, bitch, fowl].%

SOCRATES: See what you're doing? You're calling the male and
female by the same name “fowl’.

STREPSIADES: How do you mean?

SOCRATES: How do I mean? ‘Fowl” — “fowl".

STREPSIADES |after some thought|: Ah, I get you! What ought  e;
[ to call them? -

SOCRATES: ‘Fowless’, and for the male ‘fowler’.¥

STREPSIADES: Fowless? Holy Air, that’s brilliant! Just for rell-
ing me that 'll fill your kneading-trough with barley meal.

SOCRATES: Hold it again. You called it a trough. Much too 670

masculine a name for such a feminine object.®
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sTREPSIADES: What do you mean, a masculine name for a

feminine object?

sOCRATES: In the same way as Cleonymus is

strrEPSIADES: | don’t understand.

sOCRATES: “Trough’ is parallel to ‘Cleonymus’.

STREPSIADES: But Cleonymus never had a trough to his name
" he did his kneading in a round mortar™ [he illustrates his
meaning with the belp of bis phallus]. Well, what should 1
call it from now on?

sOCRATES: “Trough-ena’, like you say ‘Ath-ena’.

sTREPSIADES: Troughena, that's feminine?

soCrATES: That's right.

STREPSIADES: So 1 should have said ‘Cleonymena never had a
troughena’?

SOCRATES: But you've still got t
them are masculine and which are feminine.

srREPSIADES: No, | know which are feminine.

o learn about names, which of

soCRATES: Which?
sTrREPSIADES: Lysilla, Philinna, Cleitagora, Demetria.
socraTES: And which are masculine?

STREPSIADES: Lots. | Thinks bard | Philoxenus . .. Melesias . . .

Amynias”' . ..
socrATES: Silly, those aren’t masculine.

srrepsiADES: You don’t think they are?

SOCRATES: Not a bit. If you met Amynias, what would be the
first thing you'd say to him?

sTREPSIADES: I'd say — I'd say ‘Hello, Minnie!”

socrATES: There you are; you've called her a woman.

sTrEPSIADES: And rightly too —the way she manages to dodge
the call-up. But what’s the point of my learning all these
things? Everybody knows them already.

sOCRATES: Never mind that. Just lie down there |indicating the
bed| -

sTREPSIADES: And?

socrATES: And try and thin
lems.

STRE

to do. can't I do it lying on the ground?

k out one of your own prob-

ps1aDES: Not there, I beg you! If that’s what you want me

THE CLOUDS
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SOCRATES: That is not an option.

ST I}I{I’SIAD ES [taking off his shoes, lying on the bed and pulling
the covers over bim]: God help me, I've really been thrown to
the bugs now!

{Sf)CR;j\'l’ES goes into the school, taking Sirepsiades’ shoes
with bim.| ~

CHORUS:
Think closely, follow every track, -
And twist and turn and double back, ”
And when you don’t know how
To come to a conclusion true,
Jump to another point of view,
And banish sleep —
STREPSIADES: -
Yow-ow!!
CHORUS:
What ails thee, friend? Why criest so?
STREPSIADES:
I'm being ravaged by a foe,
~ These buggers’ from the bed;
I'hey gnaw my ribs, they drain my soul, o
Pull out my balls and probe my hole |indicating
his anus| —
They'll quickly have me dead! 715

CHORUS:

Nay, bear it not so grievously.
STREPSIADES:

That’s fine advice to offer me,

The state 'm in right now!

No cash, no tan, no shoes, no blood,

Just whistling in the dark and mud, ;
And all but done for — yoww! -

| He returns to his private agony. SOCRATES puts his head
out of an upstairs window. |
SOCRATES: Hey, you, what are you up to? Thinking, I trust?
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STREPSIADES: Yes, very much so.

soCrRATES: And what thoughts have you had?

STREPSIADES: Mainly about whether there’ll be any of me left
when the bugs have finished!

SOCRATES: Oh, go to blazes! [He disappears from the windouw.]
STREPSIADES |shouting in his general direction]: I'm there
already, mate! |He moves as if intending to get out of bed.]
LEADER: Now, now, don’t be a softie; cover yourself up well.
You've got to find some really juicy ideas to cheat your

creditors.
STREPSIADES [meekly retreating under the bedclothes|: 1 only
wish someone would throw a juicy, sexy . . . idea or two over
me, instead of these!
SOCRATES [coming out, and going up to Strepsiades|: Let’s have
a look and see what this fellow is doing. [Kicking Strepsiades
through the bedclothes) Here, are you asleep?
STREPSIADES [uncovering his head]: No, I'm not.
sOCRATES: Well, have you got hold of anything yet?
STREPSIADES: No.
soCrATES: What, nothing?
STREPSIADES |throwing off the bedclothes with bis left hand |:
Only one thing — mry thing — I've got hold of that!
SOCRATES [throwing the bedclothes back over him]: Cover up,
will you, and get thinking, right away!
STREPSIADES: What about? Do tell me, Socrates.
SOCRATES: No, you tell me what you want to discover first.
STREPSIADES: If 've told you once I've told you a thousand
times. About interest — how not to pay it.
socrATES: All right; cover yourself up, open out your thinking,
refine it, and explore the matter in detail, making sure you
draw the correct analytical distinctions.
STREPSIADES [obeying]: Yoww! They're at me again!
socrATES: Keep still. And if one of your ideas seems to have
reached a dead end, let go of it, withdraw for a bit, and then
get your mind at work on it again, shifting it around and
weighing it up.

STREPSIADES [getting eagerly and thankfully out of bed |: Soc-
rates! My beloved Socrates!

THE CLOUDS (Ko k]

SOCRATES: Yes, old man?

STREPSIADES: I've got an evasive idea for dealing with interest.
SOCRATES: Present it to me.

STREPSIADES: Tell me —

SOCRATES: Yes?

STREPSIADES: Suppose I bought a woman slave from Thessaly,

a witch, and got her to draw down the moon one night, and ~ +50
then put itin a big round box, like they do mirrors, and kept
a close watch on it.

SOCRATES: What good would that do you?

STREPSIADES: Why, if the moon never rose, I'd never pay any 755
interest.

SOCRATES: Why not?

STREPSIADES: Why not? Because it’s reckoned by the month,
of course. .

SOCRATES: Very good. Let me give you another one. Someone
sues you for 30,000 drachmas. How do you get rid of the case? 760

STREPSIADES: How — how — I don’t know. Let me work it out.

SOCRATES [as STREPSIADES cogitates]: Don’t keep your
thought penned up inside you all the time. Try letting it out
into the air for a bit, dangling it on a string like a pet beetle.

STREPSIADES: I've found a marvellous way of stopping that -e;
lawsuit. I fancy you’ll think so too. 7

SOCRATES: Like what?

STREPSIADES: Have you seen that stone the druggists sell - the
beautiful transparent one you can light fires with?

SOCRATES: You mean glass?”

STREPSIADES: That's right. Well, suppose when the clerk was 70
entering the case on his tablet, I stood like this with the glass
between him and the sun and melted the wax where the entry
for my case was? -

SOCRATES: Nice one, by the Graces!

STREPSIADES: Whew, I'm glad I managed to strike that 30,000-
drachma case off the list! ' 7

SOCRATES: See if you can get this one. 775

STREPSIADES: Yes?

SOCRATES: You're a defendant, you've got no witnesses, you've
nearly lost the case — how would you avoid conviction?
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106 TIHE CLOUDS

brilliant men, and so sensible too — they live so economically:
they never get their hair cut, never oil themselves, never pay
for a wash in the public baths — whereas yon go there so often,
you've washed away my estate, as if | were dead and it was
yours to squander! Now you go to them, right away, and let
them teach you instead of me.

prEIDIPPIDES: Fluh! What can that lot teach that’s any use?

STREPSIADES: What a thing to ask! They teach you everything
that’s worth knowing. They’ll soon teach you how dense and
stupid you are. Here, just wait a moment, will you? [He goes
intto his house.)

PHEIDIPPIDES [to himself]: Gods help me, my father really is
mad. What am I to do? Get the court to certify him, or just
drop a word about it to the undertaker?

[His reflections are interrupted by the return of STREPSI-
ALES, followed by a SLAVE who carries two wicker cages
containing, respectively, a cock and a hen.|

STREPSIADES | pointing to the cock]: Tell me now, what do you
call this?

rueinirpipes: A fowl

sTREPSIADES: That’s very good. And this one?

rHEIDIPPIDES: A fowl.

sTREPSIADES: What, both the same? You are making yourself
a laughing-stock! You'd better not do it again. In future call
this one a fowless and the other one a fowler.

PHEIDIPPIDES: Fowless? Was that the kind of bright idea you
were taught while you were with those sons of the s0il?”

STREPSIADES: Yes, and a great deal more too; but every time |
was taught anything 1 forgot it straight away — I'm just too
old for that sort of thing.

pHEIBIPPIDES: | suppose that's how you came to lose your
cloak?

srrErsianes: [didn't lose it, [ =1 invested it in education.

prEipIPrines: And your shoes? What did you do with them,
you old fool?

sTREPSIADES: 1 lost them “for essential purposes’, as Pericles
once said.”” Come on now, let’s go. If you think you're doing
wrong, remember you're doing what Tasked you. 1 remember

S
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lernotionally] that I was already doing what you were asking
me when you were a babbling six year old. I spent my very
first obol of jury pay to get you a little toy cart for the Diasia!
PHEIDIPPIDES: [ swear you'll be sorry for this one day. [But he
reluctantly follows STREPSIADES over to the door of the
Thinkery.| ‘
STREPSIADES: Good for you, my boy! Socrates! Come out and
see what I've got here! [SOCRATES comes ont.] Here’s my
son. He didn’t want to come, but | managed to persuade him.
SOCRATES: [ dare say he’s immature and doesn’t yet know the
ropes here. '
PHEIDIPPIDES [aside]: T'd like to see you tied up with some
and getting a good lashing!™ ’
STREPSIADES: Damn you, how dare you curse your teacher?
SOCRATES: Did you hear his slack pronunciation - the drawl
the sagging lips? It’s not going to be easy to teach him to \Vil;
cases and master the technicalities and make good, empty
debating points. And yet it’s true that for six grand Hyper-
bolus did manage to learn it. ‘
STREPSIADES: Don’t worry, you can teach him. He's always
been precocious. Do you know, when he was a little boy only
that high [indicating with bis hand], he was building toy
houses at home, and making model boats, and little carts of
figwood, and - can you imagine? — frogs out of pomegranate
pcelll Well, anyway, make sure he learns your two Arguments
= Right, or whatever you call it, and Wrong, the one that
takes a bad case and defeats Right with it. If he can’t manage
both, then at least Wrong - that’s essential. -
SOCRATES: He'll be taught by the Arguments in person: I won't
be there.”™ ,
STREPSIADES [as SOCRATES goes inside]: Don't forget, he’s got
to be able to argue against any kind of justified claim at all.'"*
[Enter, from the school, riGur, a distinguished-looking
old man dressed in the style thought to be typical of
Athenian aristocrats of the Persian War period. He is fol-
lowed by the smirking figure of WRONG, a yousng man of
about Pheidippides’ age but of much less bealihy appear-
ance — except for his large phallis.| -
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II2 THE CLOUDS

If contrariwise you spurn my society and turn
To these modern ways, you'll have a pale complexion,
And with two exceptions, all of your limbs will be too
small -
The exceptions are the tongue and the e-lection;'"”

You will sing the trendy song “To be virtuous is wrong,
And every kind of wickedness is right’,
And you’ll catch the current craze for Antimachus’s
ways —
That is, for getting buggered every night.

CHORUS:
O how sweet are your words and how modest your
thought,
You noble and glorious sage!
How we envy the happiness of those whom you
taught —
They lived in a real Golden Age!

[To Wrong|
He’s impressed us tremendously, and we advise
That you should be careful to choose
Some real novel arguments, sure to surprise,
And to showcase your sexiest Muse.

LEADER:

It looks as though you’ll need the newest weapons of your
school
In order to defeat your foe and not face ridicule.

WRONG: As a matter of fact, right through his speech I've been
positively bursting with eagerness to refute it and smash it to
smithereens. That's why the people at the Thinkery call me
Wrong: I was the one who invented ways of proving anything
wrong, established laws, soundly based accusations, you
name it. Isn't that worth millions — to be able to have a
really bad case and yet win? Well, let’s have a look at this
educational system he’s so proud of. He says, for example,

THE CLOUDS 113

lturning to Pheidippides] that he won’t let you have any hot
baths. [ To Right] On what principle do you object to them?
ricut: Hot baths are bad. They make a man a coward.
wrONG: Hold it! I've scored one there, right away, and there’s
no way you can wriggle out of it. Tell me, of the sons of Zeus,
who would you say was the bravest man and performed the
greatest number of labours?

ricirr: The best of them was unquestionably Heracles.

wrONG: And have you ever heard of Heracles having a cold
bath?'"™ [RiGuT is speechless.] Well, was he the bravest of
them all, or wasn’t he?

RIGHT [spluttering]: That — that — that’s just the sort of clever
stuff that you hear the young lads coming out with all day! So
they flock to the public baths and leave the wrestling-schools
empty.

wrONG: Then you object to their hanging around the Market
Square. I see nothing wrong with it at all; quite the contrary.
Ifit was such a bad thing, Homer would never have described
all his sages, such as Nestor, as ‘marketeers”.""” To consider
next the tongue. He says it’s bad for the young to exercise it
too much; well, I say it’s good. And then he talks about
modesty or decency or something - another pernicious evil!
Come on, prove me wrong: tell me of anyone who's been
done any good by being modest and decent.

RIGHT: Many people. For example, that was how Peleus came
to be given a knife.'’

WRONG: A knife! Well, well! What a rich haul,  must say! Even
Hyperbolus from the lamp market — now he’s made a mint
by being wicked, but he never got a knife!

rrcat: And it was also because of Peleus’ virtue that he got
Thetis as his wife.'”!

WRONG: Yes, and that was why she deserted him as well."7 1f
hed been a little less virtuous he might have been a more
satisfactory performer under the covers. Women do like some
disrespectful handling in bed, you know, you hulking old
ruin! | To Pheidippides] Listen to all the things that virtue
can’t do for you, my lad - all the pleasures you won't be able
to have. No boys. No women. No gambling. No fancy food.
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No booze. No belly laughs. Will your life be worth living,
without all these? [PHEIDIPPIDES indicates the answer is
210°.'%] T thought not. Let me turn now to — to the demands
of Nature. Let us say you've fallen in love with a married
woman — had a bit of an affair — and then got caught in the
act. As you are now, without arguing skills, you're done for.
But if you come and learn from me, then you can do what
you like and get away with it — indulge your desires, laugh
and play, have no shame. And then suppose you do get caught
with somebody’s wife, you can say to him, straight out, ‘I've
done nothing wrong. Just look at Zeus; isn’t he always a slave
to erotic desire? And do you expect a mere mortal like me to
be stronger than a god?”
riguT: And suppose your advice doesn’t work? Suppose he
gets radish-buggered and ash-plucked?' Then he’ll have the
arsehole of a faggot for the rest of his life. Argue yourself out
of that one!
WRONG: So if he does have the arsehole of a faggot, what's
wrong with that?
RIGHT: You mean, what could be worse than that?
WRONG: What will you say if I prove you wrong about this?
riGHT: Pl have nothing to say after that.
wroNG: Very well then. From what class of persons are pro-
secution advocates drawn?
riGHT: From the faggots.
WRONG: I agree with you. And our actors — [ mean, of course,
the tragic ones?
riGHT: From the faggots.
wroNG: Right again. And from what class do we get our
p()liticians?
riGiT: From the faggots.'”
wRONG: Then don’t you see you were talking nonsense?
Why, look at the audience; what do you think most of them
are?
riGguT: 'm looking.
wroONG: And what do you see?
riGrT: Good gods, the faggots have it by a street! At least, 1
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know he’s one | pointing], and him, and him there with the
long hair -

wrONG: Well then?

RIGHT: You win. Here, you sods out there, in the name of the
gods, take my cloak — I'm defecting! |He throws his cloak
towards the right-hand side of the audience, in the direction
of some of the men be bas previously pointed out — to reveal
r‘ffm! he iswearing underneath it an inner garment of distinctly
feminine colowr and line. He then runs into the auditoriun
and up a gangiway on the left-hand side — pausing to dally
flirtatiously with the odd spectator — and eventually vanishes
from view at the rear.|"* '

WRONG [f0 Strepsiades|: Well, now, which do you want? Are
you going to take your son away, or do you want me to teach
him to be an orator?

STREPSIADES: Oh, teach him — don’t spare the rod, if necessary
~and be sure to give his teeth a good cutting edge. He should
be able to handle small cases with one side of his mouth while
using the other side for the bigger ones.

wWRONG: Don’t worry; when you get him back, he’ll be a top-
class sophist.

PHEIDIPPIDES |aside]: A pale-faced wretch, more like, if you
ask me.

CHORUS |as WRONG leads PHEIDIPPIDES into the school and
STREPSIADES f1eris towards his house|:
Farewell; [10 Strepsiades] but we bet ir
You'll come to regret it!"?’

[STREPSIADES, taking no notice, alnost dances into s
house in great joy.|

LEADER |addressing the competition judges|:
We would like to tell you, judges, of the blessings we’ll
accord

I'hose who give to both this chorus and this play their just
reward.
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If you want to put the ploughshare to some fallow land
you've got,

Then we’ll see that even in time of drought there’s rain
upon your plot.

If you keep a vineyard, we’ll protect it from the double
bane

Both of soaking with too much and parching with too
little rain.

But if any mortal treats the Clouds of heaven with
despite,

We have power to reduce him to a miserable plight.

Both his olives and his grapes and all his other crops will
fail:

From our powerful slings we’ll smite them with those
slingshots you call hail.

If we see him making bricks, we’ll rain, and then we'll give

him proof
Of our anger when our hailstones smash the tiling of his

roof.
And if he is getting married (or a friend, or a relation)
We will ruin the festivities with our precipitation.
So all in all, you judges, this we earnestly advise:
You'd be better off in Egypt'>® than not giving us first
prize!

[STREPSIADES comes out of his house. He is counting on
his fingers.|
STREPSIADES: Twenty-sixth, twenty-seventh, twenty-eighth;
afrer that comes the twenty-ninth, and then that day 1 fear
and dread above all others, the last day of the month, ‘Old
and New Day’!'” All my creditors swear that if 1 don’t pay
up, they’re going to hand in their court deposits'? and see me
ruined. And when I ask them for a reasonable little fayvour —
“Please don’t call the loan in now’ - ‘Give me some more time’
_“Couldn’t we just write it off2” — they all say that’s not their
idea of getting paid and call me a villain and say they’ll sue.
Well, let them. If Pheidippides has really learned to be an
expert orator, they can’t hurt me. I'll soon know if he has.
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Let’s go to the Thinkery. | Knocking on the school door| Boy! 1145

Here, I say! Boy! - -
SOCRATES |opening the door|: Delighted to see you, Strepsiades.
STREPSIADES: Same to you. |Offering bin a present| | wonder

if you'd accept this?'*! Just as a token of my appreciation. But

my son — has he learnt that Argument that we were listening

to not long ago?
SOCRATES: Yes, he has.
STREPSIADES: Holy Fraud, how wonderful! o
SOCRATES: Yes, you'll now be able to defend any and every

lawsuit successfully. . ‘
STREPSIADES: Even if the loan was made before wirnesses?
SOCRATES: Even if there were a thousand of them.
STREPSIADES ladopting a tragic pose and tone]:

Then raise aloft a mighty cry of joy!

O weep, ye moneylenders, for yourselves 1155
k) 7 - g e . 1 ’
i Your capital, and your compound interest!
1 Nn I(’J.nger can ye work your will on me,
4 Such is the son that’s reared within these halls
1 T | 1 g " ¥ [ i J ‘
1 I'he brilliant wielder of a two-edged tongue, 1160

My shield and bulwark, saviour of my house,
Bane of my foes, dispeller of my griefs! |
Run, run within, and call him out to me.
[SOCRATES goes inside. |
Thy father calls, beloved son; appear. 1i6s
SOCRATES |re-emerging with Pheidippides|: ‘
Here is your offspring,.
STREPSIADES |embracing bim|:
O my darling boy!
SOCRATES:
You may depart with him.
STREPSIADES:
I whoop with joy! 1o

[soCcrATES goes back into the school. STREPSIADES has a
good look at Pheidippides — wwhose [ace, we can see, is
many shades paler than previously — and lets out a cry of
rapiture.| -
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118 THE CLOUDS

STREPSIADES: What a gorgeous complexion, son! You've got
‘Not guilty’ and ‘On the contrary’ and that famous Attic
phrase “You can’t be serious’ written all over your face —and
that injured-innocent look that does the trick even if you're
caught red-handed! You were my ruin hefore; now you must
be my salvation.

pHEIDIPPIDES: Why, what are you afraid of?

sTREPSIADES: Old and New Day.

PHEIDIPPIDES: What, is there a day that’s both old and new?

sTREPSIADES: Of course there is — and that’s when they say
they’re going to hand in their court deposits.

pHEIDIPPIDES: Well, they're going to lose their money. It’s not
possible for one day to be two days.

STREPSIADES: How not possible?

prEIDIPPIDES: Not unless it's also possible for one woman,
say, to be old and young at the same time.

GIREPSIADES: But that’s what the law says: ‘summonses to be
answerable on Old and New Day’.

puEIDIPPIDES: Ah, but the meaning of the law has been mis-
understood.

STREPSIADES: So what does it mean?

PHEIDIPPIDES: Well, our lawgiver Solon was a good demo-
crat,' right?

STREPSIADES: Yes, but what's that got to do with Old and New
Day?

PHEIDIPPIDES: So he fixed the summonses to be for two days,
Old Day and New Day, intending that the deposits should be
lodged on New Day, also known as New Moon.""

sTREPSIADES: Well, in that case, why mention Old Day at all?

preipierines: To give the defendant a chance to appear a day
early and settle the dispute, so as not to have butterflies in his
tummy on the morning of the New Moon.

STREPSIADES: But then why don’t the magistrates accept
deposits on the New Moon? They only accept them on the
day before.

pHEIDIPPIDES: They're acting like the people who taste the
food the day before a festival: early taste, carly steal.

STREPSIADES: Nice one! Here [to the audience], why are you
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lot just sitting there like stones, not even laughing? They're
a flock of sheep, a heap of earthenware — we intellectuals
can exploit them as we please! [To Pheidippides] We're in
l{uck, you and me, and 1 think a song of celebration is called
or.

‘O blest Strepsiades,
What brilliance you display,
And what a son vou have!”
So everyone will say,
My friends and neighbours all,
In envy at the sight,
When you go into court
And win each case you fight!

Come in now and let’s have a party! | They go into Strepsiades’
house. |
[Enter FIRST CREDITOR — a very fat man — accompatiied
by bis WITNESS. |

FirRsT CREDITOR: Why should anyone want to lend out his
money? Better to face the embarrassment of saying no at the
outset rather than have all this trouble afterwards. Here Lam,
having to bother you with my problems because | need a
witness, and also having to make an enemy in my own village.
All the same, while I'live, I won’t put Athens to shame.'" [IHe
is now at Strepsiades’ door, and calls out loudly] 1 hereby
summon Strepsiades —

STREPSIADES [coming out]: Who's here?

FIRST CREDITOR: — to attend on Old and New Day.

STREPSIADES [to the andience]: | call you to witness that he
summoned me for two different days. [To the creditor] What
is this about?

FirsT crEDITOR: The twelve hundred drachmas you borrowed
to buy the ash-coloured horse.

STREPSIADES: Horse! Can you believe it? And you all know
that I hate everything to do with horses!

FirsT CREDITOR: Not only did you borrow it, but you swore
by all the gods that you would pay.
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STREPSIADES: Ah, well, that was before my Pheidippides had
learnt his invincible Argument.

FIRST CREDITOR: And now he has, you intend to repudiate the
debre?

STREPSIADES: Well, you don’t think I sent him to school for
nothing, do you?

FIRST CREDITOR: Are you prepared to swear by the gods, in a
place of my choosing,'* that you don’t owe me the money?

STREPSIADES: Swear by which gods?

FIRST CREDITOR: Zeus, Hermes and Poseidon.'™

STREPSIADES: Delighted. T'd give you three obols for the
privilege.

FIRST CREDITOR: Well, of all the shameless —!

STREPSIADES [ patting him on the stomacl|: You know, you'd
make quite a good wine-skin once we’d cured your hide.

FIRST CREDITOR: You impudent —!

STREPSIADES: Four gallons it would hold, 1 think.

FIRST CREDITOR: By Zeus and all the gods, you needn’t think
you'll get away with this.

STREPSIADES |laughing uproariously|: “The gods’! ‘Zeus'! How
incredibly funny — for those of us in the know!

FIRST CREDITOR: You'll pay for this, make no mistake. And
I'm not leaving till you've given me a straight answer. Are
you going to pay me back my money or not?

STREPSIADES: Wait a moment and I'll tell you. |He goes into
his house.|

FIRST CREDITOR [to his witness|: What do you think he’s going
to do? Pay, or what?

STREPSIADES [coming out with a kneading-trough|: Where's
the man who was demanding money from me? |To First
Creditor| Tell me what this is.

FIRST CREDITOR: That? A kneading-trough, of course.

STREPSIADES: And an ignorant person like you dares demand
to be paid? Do you expect me to pay so much as an obol to
someone who speaks of a trough instead of a troughena?

FIRST CREDITOR: S0 you're not going to pay?

STREPSTIADES: Not that [ know oft Now clear off, will you? Get

away from my door! Hurry up!
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FIRST CREDITOR: All right, 'm going. But let me tell you, I'm
going to lodge that deposit, or may 1 be damned! |Exit,
accompanied by WiTNESS. |

STREPSIADES [calling after them): Then you'll just be throwing
itaway after the twelve hundred. And I don’t really want that
to happen to you just because you were silly enough to use a
word like ‘trough’.

[Enter seCOND CREDITOR, a much younger man. He is
briised and limping. | .

SECOND CREDITOR |tragically, singing|:
Ah me! Ah me!

STREPSIADES: Who's this singing laments? Not one of Carcinus’
gods," s it?

SECOND CREDITOR:

Why wishest thou to know who I may be?
Lam a man of sorrows.

STREPSIADES: Then keep them to yourself.

SECOND CREDITOR:

O cruel divinity that smashed my chariot!
Pallas, thou hast destroyed me utterly.'™

STREPSIADES: Why, what has Tlepolemus ever done you
wrong?

SECOND CREDITOR: Stop making fun of me, my man. Tell your
son to pay me back the money he had from me. He ought to
anvway, and especially when 1'niin a state like this.

STREPSIADES: What money is this you're talking about?

SECOND CREDITOR: The money he borrowed.

STREPSIADES: Looks to me you are in a bad way!

SECOND CREDITOR: Yes, by the gods, [ fell off my chariot.

STREPSIADES: The nonsense you talk suggests you fell off the
proverbial donkey!"’

SECOND CREDITOR: Nonsense? | only want my own money
back!

STREPSIADES |in the tones of a doctor breaking bad news|: 1
doubt if you're ever going to recover fully.

SECOND CREDITOR: Why not?

STREPSIADES: P fairly sure that you're suffering from some

form of concussion of the brain.
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SECOND CREDITOR: I'm fairly sure that you're going to get a
summons from me, if you don’t pay up.

STREPSIADES: Tell me now: do you think that when Zeus rains,
it’s new rain every time, or do you think the sun sucks up
water from the ground so that he can use it again?

SECOND CREDITOR: | don’t know, and I don’t care.

STREPSIADES: Then how can you claim the right to have your
money back, if you have no knowledge of meteorology?

SECOND CREDITOR: Look, if you’re short of cash, you can just
pay the interest for now.

STREPSIADES: This ‘interest’ — what exactly is it?

SECOND CREDITOR: Why, it’s just the way that a sum of money
keeps getting bigger, month by month, day by day, as time
runs on.

STREPSIADES: All right. Now then: do you think the sea has
more water in it now than it used to?

SECOND CREDITOR: No, it’s the same size; there would be
something wrong if it wasn’t.

STREPSIADES: Sotheriversrunintotheseaand yet thesea doesn’t
get bigger — so how can you claim that as time runs on your
money should get bigger? You wretched fool! Go and chase
yourself away from this house! Boy — fetch me a goad!

|A SLAVE comes out with a charioteer’s goad, and strEp-
SIADES immediately sets to work on the creditor
with it.|

SECOND CREDITOR: Help! Assault!

STREPSIADES: Gee up! What are you waiting for? Get moving,
you branded nag!

SECOND CREDITOR: This is criminal outrage!""

STREPSIADES: Move, won’t you? Or else U'll get you moving by
poking you right up your thoroughbred arse! | The cREDITOR

takes to his heels.| Retreating, eh? 1 thought I'd get rid of you
that way — you and your chariots and wheels and allt [IHe
goes inside.]

CHORUS:

Is he not in love with evil,
This old man —in love, I say?
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Having borrowed all this money, 1305
He’s determined not to pay!

But before this day is ended
He’ll be rendered broken-hearted,
And this sophist™" then will surely
Rue the wickedness he started. 1310

For his son’s a rhetorician
(Which is what his dad desired)
Armed with Wrong to vanquish every
Argument by Right inspired. 1315

Any case, however righteous,
He is trained to overcome:
Soon his father will be praying
To the gods to strike him dumb! 1320

|Screaming is beard from within, and a moment later
STREPSIADES rushes out, clutching his face and in great
agitation; PHEIDIPPIDES follows him, looking utterly
wnconcerned. |
STREPSIADES: Help, neighbours! Help, kinsmen! Help, men of
Cicynna! I'm being beaten up — rescue me! Zeus, my head —
my cheeks! [To Pheidippides] You abominable villain, do you 1325
dare hit your father?
PHEIDIPPIDES [coolly]: Yes, I do.
STREPSIADES [lo the Chorus and the andience]: Do you hear
him? He admits it!
rueipieripes: Of course I do.
STREPSIADES: You loathsome young hooligan
PHEIDIPPIDES: More, more! Don’t you know 1 love being
called bad names?
STREPSIADES: You gaping arsehole! 1330
PHEIDIPPIDES: Shower me with more of these roses!
STREPSIADES: How dare you hit your father?
rueipieeines: Ul prove to you that [ was perfectly justified in
doing so.
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STREPSIADES: Justified! You utter villain, how could that poss-
ibly be?

PHEIDIPPIDES: You argue your case, I'll argue mine, and 1
guarantee to prove it.

STREPSIADES: Prove what you've just said?

PHEIDIPPIDES: Very easily. Now then, which of the two Argu-
ments do you want?

STREPSIADES: Arguments? What Arguments?

PHEIDIPPIDES: You know — do you want Right or Wrong?

STREPSIADES |bitterly]: 1 certainly have had you taught to argue
against justice, if you're going to be able to argue convincingly
thatit’s right and proper for a father to be heaten up by his son.

paHEIDIPPIDES: | fancy | will, though; when you've heard me,
you won’t have a word to utter against me.

sTREPSIADES: I'll be very interested to hear what you'll have to
say!

CHORUS:
Consider carefully how you can win.
The facts compel us to believe
The boy has something up his sleeve:
Observe the shameless frame of mind he’s in!

LEADER:
Now tell us how it came about that this big row took place —
Why trouble, though, to ask you to? You will in any case!

STREPSIADES: I'll explain, right from the start, how the quarrel
began. You know we were having a big feast. Well, T asked
him to take his lyre and sing a song by Simonides, “The
Shearing of Mr Ram’."" And straight away he says, “That’s
so antiquated, that is — playing the lyre and singing at a
drinking party - what do you think we are, women grinding
corn?’

pueIDIPPIDES: Exactly! I wonder | didn’t clock you right then
and there. Telling me to sing! Who did you think you were
entertaining, a treeful of cicadas?

STREPSIADES: That's exactly the way he went on at me — just

the way he’s talking now. ‘And,” he added, “Simonides was a

o
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rotten poet anyway.” Well, I could harely restrain myself —
but I did. T asked him at least to take a myrtle branch' in his
hand and recite me something from Aeschylus. That set him
off again — “Oh, yes, Aeschylus is a prince among poets — a
prince of hot air and barbarons bombast, who creates words
the size of mountains.” Well, by this time my heart was fairly
thumping, you can imagine. But 1 bit my lip hard and said,
‘All right then, you give us something from one of your
sophisticated modern fellows, whoever they are.’” So he
launched straight into some speech by Euripides, about how
a brother - the gods preserve us —how a brother was screwing
his sister — his full sister!""® Well, I just couldn’t stand it any
longer. I pitched into him, calling him all sorts of foul names,
and then — you know what happens — we were shouting at
each other hammer and tongs. And in the end he jumps up
and starts giving me a pasting, hitting me, throuling me,
pounding me to mincemeat.

PHEIDIPPIDES: And you deserved it. Slagging off Euripides!
He’s a genius!

STREPSIADES [sarcastically]: Oh, yes, a genius indeed, you —
whatcanlcallyou? —oh, forgetit, I'll only get hitall over again.

rueinirrines: And you'll deserve it again, by Zeus.

STREPSIADES: Deserve it? You impudent puppy, who was it
brought you up from a baby, trying to understand from your
infant babbling what it was that you wanted? If you said
‘broo’, T understood and gave you a drink. If you cried
‘mamma’, I'd fetch you bread. And the moment you said
‘kakka’, I'd grab you, take you outside and hold you over the
pit. Not like what happened when you were throttling me
just now. | was screaming and shouting that I needed a crap
—and did you take me outside, curse you? No, you just kept
choking me until I did a kakka on the spot!

CIHHORUS:
Youth’s all agog to hear bis case, | ween.
For he’s committed such a deed
That, should his coming plea succeed,
An old man’s hide will not be worth a bean!
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