UNIT 69

Uncountable nouns {gold, music, advice etc)

Nouns can be countable or uncountable. For countable nouns see Unit 70,

a) Uncountable nouns are, for example:
gold music  blood excitement
Uncountable nouns are things we cannot count. They have no plural. You cannor say
‘musics’, ‘bloods’ or ‘excicements”.

b) Before uncountable nouns you can say the/some/any/much/this/his etc.:
the music  somegold  much excitement  his blood
But you cannot use a/an before an uncountable noun. 5o you cannot say “a music’, ‘an
exciterment” or ‘a blood”.
You can also use uncountable nouns alone, with no article {see Unir 74):
— This ring is made of gold. - Blood is red.

¢) Many nouns can be used as countable or as uncountable nouns. Usually there is a diffecence
in meaning. For example:
paper [ bought a paper. (= a newspaper — countable}
[ bought some paper. (= material for writing on — unconntable)
hair Thete's a hair in my soup! {= one single hair - conntable)
She has beautiful hair. {= hair on her head — unconntable)
We had many interesting experiences during our holiday. (= things that
happened to us ~ countable)
You need experience for this job. (= knowledge of something because you have
done it before — urcounntable)

experience

d) Some nouns are usually uncountable in English but often countable in other languages. Here
are the most imporrant of chese:

accommodation behaviour  furniture news scenery trouble
advice bread information permission traffic weather
baggage chaos luggage Progress travel work

These nouns are uncountable, so {i} you cannot use a/an before them; and {ii} they cannot
be plural:
— I'm looking for accommodation. {rot ‘an accommodation’}
— I'm going to buy some bread. {or ‘a loaf of bread’; but #ot *a bread’}
— Tom gave me some good advice. (not “some good advices”)
— Where are you going to put all your furniture? {no¢ ‘furnitures’)
Remember that news is not plural:
— The news is very depressing roday. (#of 'The news are ...”)
Do nor use travel to mean joarney/trip:
— We had a good journey. (#ot ‘a good travel’)
Note these pairs of countable (C} and uncountable (UNC) nouns:
— I'm looking for a job. {C} Hut ['m locking for work. (UNC}
- What a lovely view! (C} Bt Whar lovely scenery! (UNC)
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UNIT 69 Exercises

69.1 Which of the underlined parts of these sentences is vight?
Example: Sue was very helpful. She gave me some good advice/ :@E Es, {*advice” is right)
Margarer has got very long black hair / hairs.
We had a very good weather / very good weather when we were on holiday.
Sorry I'm late.  had crouble / troubles wich the car this morning.
[ want something to read. I'm going to buy a / some paper.
{ wanr to write some letters. I need a / some writing paper,
['s very difficult to find 2 work / job ac the moment.
Bad news don’c / doesn’c make people happy.
Our travel / journey from London to [stanbul by train was very interesting.
The flat is empry. We haven't gor any furnitures / furniture vet.
When the fire alarm rang, there was a complese chaos / complete chaos,
1 had to buy a / some bread because | wanted to make some sandwiches.
After spending most of his life travelling round the world, he 1s now writing a book
abourt his experience / experiences.
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69.2 Now you have to complete these sentences using these words:
progress  advice acco ation hair  work

information paper permission ]
Example: We haven’t got anywhere to live. We're looking for {eme) dscommodation. ...

experience

[ don't think Ann will get the job. She hasn’t got
They'li tell you all you want to know. They'll give you plenty of
You'lt easily recognise Alan, He's goc green
Carla’s English has improved. She has made .. .

[ want to write down your zddress. Have you got ... ?
If you want to leave eacly, you have ro ask for ...
George is unemployed at the moment. He is looking for .
[ didn’t know what to do. So [ asked Jack for .o,
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69.3 [n this exercise you have to write whar yor would say in these situations. Each time begin
in the way shown and use one of the words in section d of this wnit.
Example: Your friends have just arrived ar the starion. You can’t see any suitcases or bags.

You say: Have you got @Y {ggage O
1 You ;o into the tourist office. You want to know about places to see in the town. You
say: I'dlike e e
2 The weather is beautifal. You say: What
3 Youareapupilatschool. You want your reacher to advise you about which examinations
0 take. You say: Can FOU BIVE IME e erresrscrnass s s e srsssssresssssstass s s s s ?
4 You want to watch the news on television but you don tknow whattime itis on. Youask
your friend: Whattime ... ?

5 You are standing at the top of a mountain. . You can see a very long way. It is beauriful.
Yousay: What s !
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UN'T 70 Countable nouns with a/an and some

Nouns can be countable or uncorntable. For uncountable nouns see Unic 69,

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

140

Countable nouns are, for example:
dog  umbrella  job  suggestion  girl

Countable nouns are things we can count. We can make them plural:
two dogs  six jobs  somegitls  many suggestions

Before singular countable nouns you can use a/an:
— That’s a good suggestion.
— Do you need an umbrella?
You cannot use singular countable nouns alone {withour a/the/my etc.)-
— I'm looking for a job. (ot *I'm looking for job’)
- Be careful of the dog. (not *Be careful of dog’)
— T've got a headache.
~ Would you like a cigarette?
For a/an and the see Unit 71.

We often use a/an + noun when we say what something/someone is, or what something’
someone is like:

- A dog is an animal.

— This is a ceally beautiful house.

— What a lovely dress!
Remember to use a/an for jobs:

— Tom’s father is a dactor. (not “Tom’s father is doctor’}

— T wouldn’t like to be an English teacher,
In sentences like these, we use plural countable nouns alone (#ot with some):

— Tom’s parents are very nice people.  ~ Whac awful shoes!

{(not “some very nice people”) — Dogs are animals.
— Annhas got blue eyes. — Are most of your friends students?

- Tom is a very nice person.
— Jack has got a big nose,

We also use some with plural countable nouns. Some = a number of / a few of {but we don’t
know or say exactly how many):
— 1've seen some good films recently. {nof ‘I've seen good films")
— Some friends of mine are coming to stay ac the week-end.
Do not use some when you are talking abour things in general:
— [ love bananas. {nof *some bananas’)
Sometimes you can use some or leave it out:
— There are {some) eggs in the fridge f you’re hungrv
For some and any see Unit 84.

You have to use some when you mean some but not all / not many erc.
- Some children {earn very quickiy. (but not all children)
- Some policemen in Britain carry guns bur most of them don'e.

Fot plural countable nouns see also Unit 74,

UNIT 70 Exercises

701 What are these things? Try and find out if you dow't know.
Example: an ant? s at (nsect, ants? bees? ey areunsecks. ..
1 acauliflower? 5 Earth? Mars? Venus? Jupiter? They ...
2 aPIBEON? [0 e e e s e
3.2 dandelion? & the Rhine? the Nile? the Mississippi?
4 askyscraper?
And who were these people? _
Example: Beethoven? HeWisd omposer. Beechoven? Bach?  TNEY Were composars,
7 Pele? He. O L 11 Kennedy? Johnson? Nixon? They ...
8 Shakespeare? He i
9 Einstgin? ...
10 Marilyn Monroe? e
70.2 Now you have to read about someone’s job and then write what his or ber job is.
Example: Ron flies aeroplanes. He's a. PUOE .ot
1 Veracypes letrers erc. in an office.  Sheis ...
2 Tim arcanges people’s holidays for them, He
3 Seella looks after patients in hospital.  She
4 Mary teaches mathematics.
$ Martha direces films.
6 John translaces what people are saying from one language into another so that che\« can
understand each OhEr. e st
70.3 Now you bave to put in a/an or some or leave a space (without a word}.

Examples: 've seen ..S59ME__ good films recently. Have you gor ... @ headache?
Are most of your friends .......==... students?
1 Haveyougy ... camera? 11 Youneed .. L VIS2 o VISIT . .
2 Would you sike to be ...............actor? foreign countries, s, but not all of thern.
3 Bill’'s got e, big feet. 12 I'm going shopping. I'm going ro get
4 Do you collect e, stamps? .................... new clothes.
5 Tom always gives ANn .o 13 Janeis ..o teacher. Her parents
flowers on her bicthday. WELE oo teachers roo.
6 Those are .o really nice 14 When we reached the city centre,
trousers. Where did you get them? shops were stll open bur
7 What s beautiful garden! most of them were already closed.
B What .. lovely children! LS Do you enjoy 20INE 10 e
9. bn-ds, for example the concerts?
penguln cannot fly, 16 Whenlwas ..o child, [used to
10 Jack has got e very long legs, be very shy.
SO he’s o, fast runner.

141




UNIT 71 A/an and the

a) Study this example:

For lunch | had @ sandwich and apple. sandwich wasn't very nice.

The speaker says *a sandwich / an apple’
because this is the first time he ralks
about them.

The speaker savs *the sandwich’
because the listener now knows which
sandwich he means — the sandwich he
had for funch.

Here are some more examples:

- There was a man talking to a woman ourside my house. The man looked
English bur I think the woman was foreign.

~ When we were on holiday, we stayed at a hotel, In the evenings, somerimes
we had dinner ar the hotel and sometimes in a rescauranc.

- I'saw a film last nighe. The film was about a soldier and a beautiful girl. The
soldier was in love with the girl but the girl was in love with a reacher. So
the soldier shot the teacher and married the girl.

b) We use a‘an when the listener doesn’t know which thing we mean. We use the when ir is
clear which thing we mean:
- Tom sat down on a chair. {we don’t know which chair)
Tom sat down on the chair nearesc the door, {we know which chair)
- Ann is looking for a job. (not a particular job)
Did Ann get the job she applied for? (a particular job)
— Have you got a car? {not a parricular car)
[ cleaned the car yesterday. (a particular car, my car}
€) We use the when it is clear in the situation which thing or person we mean. For example, in
a room we talk about ‘the light / the floor / the ceiling / the door / the carpet” etc. Srudy these
examples:
— Can you turn off the light, please? (= the light in this room)
Where is the toiler, please? (= the toilet in this building/house)
— The postman was late this morning. (= our usual postman)
- ltook a taxi to the station. {= che station of that town)
— We got to the airport just in time for our flight.
Also: the police / the fire-brigade / the army.
We also say the bank, the post office:
= I'must go to the bank te change some money and then I'm going to the post

office to buy some stamps. (The speaker is usually thinking of a particular
bank or post office.)

We also say the doctor, the dentist:
~ John isn’t very well. He has gone to the doctor. (= his doctor)

For the see also Units 72-7,

|
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UNIT 71

Exercises

711

In this exercise you bave to put in a/an or thc;' - he room
; the .

Example: There was ... & .. manand . % . woman in _
g was English but o Ehe  woman looked foreign, She was wearing ... &=

fur coar.
1, This morning 1 bought ..ol newspaper and ..o MAGAZINE. o
newspaper is in my bag but [ don’t know where ... magazine is. s
2 My parents have ... catand ..o dog. ... dog never bites o
car but oo cat often scratches ... ...dog. bed oo wall
ident this merning . v car crashed inro ... S .
3 boaw drive-l"z(l)?ﬁ? ............ car wasgnot hurtbut e car was quite badly damaged.
4 When youturninto Lipson Road, you will see three houses: ..vvvrecen red one, e
blue one and ..o white one, [live in . white one, _
5 Welive in ..o 01d house in o middle of the village. There is e '
beautiful garden behind ..o house. o roof of ... house is in very

bad condition.

712

Here again you have to put in a/an or the.
Examples: I'm looking for e ... job.

Would you like apple?

Could you close . < door, please? .

We live il oo, small flat near ..o centre of the city.

Have you finished with bock 1 lent you last week? _ N
We went out for .. meal last night. ..neee restaurant we went to wis
excelient.

Did police find
This is a nice house. Has it got garden?

1t was warm and sunny, so we decided to sitin gar_d?n‘

This morning l had .....c.c boiled eggland toast for breakfast.

e, President of the United Stares is elected every four years. .

As [ was walking along che street, [saw £10 note on ...ccccocvcereee.. paVETAENT,
[ went into the shop and asked to speak 10 s manager. .

‘Have you got s car® ‘N, ['ve never had ... s €T 1r'1 my life.
There's 6o need to buy any mulk. e milkman brings (t every morting.

Did Ann get ..tne . job she applied for?

(S W SN

person who stole your bicycle?

713

Note you have to complete these sentence using the + nown.
Example: It was getting dark in the room, s [ wurned on

Thete were no chairs so we all had to siton
As soon as [ saw the fire, [ called
We didn't have any stamps, so we had to goto
[ had a toothache, so | made an appotntment with .
Ann had to carch a erain, so [ took hecto ..
When we found thar someone had broken into our house, we called
Bili wasn't feeling well, so he went to
We didn't have any money, so we had wigo to .
The plane was delayed, so we had to WAt ar i

Tl TR el o
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UNIT 72 Theqy

For the difference berween the and a‘an see Unic 71,

a)

b)

c)

d)

144

We say the ... when there is only one of somerhing:

- Wh?él)s the longest civer in the world? (There is only one longest river in the
world.

— We wenr to the mosr expensive restaurant in town,

The only television programme he watches is the news.

— Paris is the capital of France.

Everybody lefr at the end of the meering.

— The earth goes round the sun. (Also: ‘the moon / the world / the universe’.)

f

Wesay: thesea thesky the ground the countryside / the counery
— Would you rather live in a town or in the councry?
— Don’t sit on the ground! Ie's wer,
- We looked up at all che stacs in the sky.
We say go 10 sea / be at sea {without the) when the meaning is go/be on a voyage:
= Ken is a seaman. He spends most of his life at sea.
but: 1 would love to live near the sea. (nof *near sea”)
We say space {nof ‘the space’) when we mean space in the universe:
— There are millions of stars in space. {#ot *in the space’)
but: He tried to park his car bur the space wasn't big encugh.

Cinema theawe radio television

We say the cinerna / the theatre:
— We went to the cinema last night.
— Do you often g0 ta the theatre?

Note thar when we say ‘the cinema / the theacre’, we do not necessarily mean one particular
cinerna or theacre.

We usually say the radio:
— We often listen to the radio.
But we usually say television (without the):
— We often watch television,. . ..
— 1 warched the news on television.
but: Can you turn off che television, please? (= the television set)

— 1 heard che news on the radio.

Meals: We do noc normaliy use the wich the names of meals:
— Whar time is lunch?
— We had dinner in a restaurant.
- What did you have for breakfase?
~ Ann invited me to (or for) dinner.
But we say a meal:
— We had a meal in a restaurant.
We also say a when there is an adjective before lunch/breakfast etc.
— Thank you, That was a very nice lunch. {no¢ ‘thar was very nice lunch’)

For more informacion about the see Units 71,73-7.

1
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UNIT 72 Exercises

72l

Answer these questions in the way shotwn. .
Example: "Was ita good film?'  *Yes, it was e best film | Tve ever seen.’

- 102 the city.”

['ve ever mee.”

‘Yes, it was ['ve ever seen.’
Well, itis vou will find.’

PYes, LIS e day of the year.’

“Yes, itis ...
‘Yes, heis ...

‘1s it a big horel?
‘Is he a rich man?¥’
*Was it a bad accident®
*Is it a cheap restaurant?’
‘It’s hot today, isn’c it*

LI LI

72.2

In this exercise you bave to put in a/an orthe. Sometimes you don't need either word —you
leave it blank. (I necessary see Unit 71 for a/an and the )
Examples: We went o ... 3. most expensive restaurant in town.

Do you want to watch ....==...... television this evening?

Last night we went our for ... .meal in ... O .. testaurant,

—

[ wrote my name at .....cooecrern, top of the page.

. OON goes round ... earth every 27 days.

The Soviet Union was ....... -first country to send a man Nt s space.

Did you see the filmon ... television Ot af.....coo.... Cinema?

After lunch, we went fora walk by ... sea.

I'm not very hungey. T had ... big breakfast,

Johnwas ... o¢oly person [ ralked to at the party.

Tim livesin ... small village in .................. country.

Peruis .o, country in Scuth America. ................ capital is Lima,

10 [neverlisten to .................. radio. In fact T haven't goc ..........c......... radio.

11 lewas e beauriful day. .....cccocrnenn. sun shone brightly in e sky.

12 I'veinvited Tom o ..........e..o.... dinner next Wednesday.

13 Whatis ................... highest mountain in ... world?

14 Wedon'tgoto.............. theatre very much these days. In fact, in e town where
we live there isn’t ... theatre,

15 [t was a long voyage. We were at ............... sea for four weeks.

16 Iprefer swimming in .coccocee. sea to swimming in pools.

17 Canyouturn ............. television down, please? [¢’s a bic loud.

WO DO ] O e e e b

723

Here are some things Tom did yesterday. Write a sentence for each,

Morning:  8.00 breakfast 8.30-9.00 radio
Afternoon: 1.00 lunch 2.30 cinema
Evening:  6.30 dinner 8.00-10.00 relevision

M8 oklock he had breakfast,
From 8.30 until 9.00 he liscened
AT 930 he went For @ Walk IN e e reesreee e sees e
AT L0 he e o
At 2.30
Ar6.30 ..

From ...

9. 0 walk/country

Y B R N e
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UNIT 73

a)

b}

146

The (2)

Study these sentences:

— The rose is my favourcite flower.

— The giraffe is the rallest of 2ll animals,
[0 these examples the ... doesn't mean one particular thing. The rose = roses in general, the
giraffe = giraffes in general. We use the + a singidar countable noun in this way t talk
about a type of plant, animal etc. Note that you can also use a plural noun withour the:

— Roses are my favourite flowers. (but not 'The roses ..." — see Unic 74
We also use the + a singular countable noun when we talk abour a type of machine, an
Invention etc. For example:

- When was the celephone invented?

— The bicycle is an excellent means of cransport.
We also use the for musical instruments:

— Can you play the guitar? (sot ‘Can you play guitar?)

— The piano is my favourice inscrument.

The + adjective
We use che wigh some adjectives {without a noun). The meaning is always plural. For
example, the rich = rich people tn general:

— Do you think the rich should pay more taxes?

We use the especially with these adjectives:
— That man over there is collecting money for the blind.

therich  theold the blind
the poor
— Why doesn’t the governmenr do more to help che unemployed?

the young the deaf
These expressions are always plural. You cannort say ‘a blind' or ‘an unemployed’. You have
to say ‘a blind man’, ‘an unemployed woman’ etc.

the disabled
the unemployed

the sick
the dead

the injured

The + nationality words
You can use the with some nationality adjectives when you mean ‘the people of that
country’, For example:

— The French are famous for their food. (= the French people)

— Why do the English think they are so wonderful? {= the English people}
You can use the in this way with these natfonality words:

the British the Welsh the Dutch
the English  the Irish the Swiss

the Spanish
the French

Also with nationality words ending in -ese (the Japanese / the Chinese etc,)
With other narionalities you have to use a plural noun ending in -5
(the) Russians  (the} [ralians (the) Arabs (the} Scots  (the) Turks

For the see alsa Units 71, 72 and 74-7.

UNIT 73  Exercises

73.1 Answer these questions about yourself and your favourite things. Use a dictionary if you
don't know the English words you need.
Example: What is your favourite flower?  t12.Y05¢
1 Whar is your favourite tree? v e
2 Which bird do y0u LKE IHOST? oot et ssisers s ssisess s ars e inr esssarnais
3 What is your favourite car?
4 What is your favourite musical instrument?
73.2 Now you huve to make sentences from the words in brackets.
Example: (Mary / play / piano very well) Moy plays the pane very well.
1 {Jack/ play / guitar veey badly}  Jack plays ..
2 {Fill/ play / violin in an orchestra)
3 (Pd like/learn / play / piano)
G {You T Play F BUITEEY] e cs st b e RS e e
73.3 This time you have to complete these sentences about animals. Choose one of the words in
brackets. Use a dictionary if you don’t know these words.
Example: The. QUBff€ s the tallest of all animals. {elephantlion/girafte)
1 is the fastest of all animals. (riger/cheerah/elephant)
2. ..is a mammal buc it lives in the sea.  {octopusfelephanvwhale)
3 is the largest living bird.  {eagle/sparrow/ostrich)
73.4 Complete these sentences using the with these adjectives:
rich sk poor  injured  unemployed dead
Exampfe: Braille is a system of reading and writing by touch fortheblind .
1 Many people were killed in the plane crash. The bodies of ..o were taken
AWAY. rereresrnrnenennen . WEFE Caken to hospital.
2 Every English child knows the story of Robin Hood. It is said that he robbed
cermereenssencsmsensecneens ANK AVE ThE MONEY 1O i o .
3 Those people with jobs have enough money but life . not so easy for ...
4 Agnes has been a nurse all her life. She has spent her life caring for v
735 What do you call the people of these countrigs? ]
Examples: England? ﬁh&ﬁ'ﬂgush ...................... Russia? the Russtans
1 Britain? . 6 France? ..o 10 Switzerland? o
2 Ireland? ... 7 Japan? e, 11 America (the US) 2
3 Wales? ... 8 Germany? . 12 the Netherlands? ... .
4 Scortland? w9 China? 13 and your county? .
5 Spain?
147
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UNIT 74

Plural and uncountable nouns with and without the
(flowers / the flowers, music / the music)

a) We don't use the before a noun when we mean something i general:
— Llove flowers. {rot ‘the Aowers™)
{flowers = flowers in genteral, not a particular group of flowers)
— I'm afraid of dogs.
— Doctors are paid more than teachers.
= Crime is a problem in most big cities. {#of ‘the crime’)
Life has changed a lot since I was a boy. (1ot “the life")
~ 1 prefer classical music to pop music. (ot ‘the ¢lassical/pop music')
~ Do you like English food / French cheese / Swiss chocolate? (ot the )
— My favourite subject at school was history/physics/English.
[ like football/athletics/skiing/chess.
- Do you collect stamps?
We say most people / most dogs etc. {nof ‘the most ..."):
— Most people like George. (7ot ‘the most people’ — see also Unic 82)

b} We say the ... when we mean something in particular:
— Tlike your garden, The flowers are beautiful. {not ‘Flowers are ...")
{the flowers = the flowers in your garden, not flowers in general)
- Children learn a lot from playing. (= childeen in general)
but: We took the children to the zoo. (= a particular group of childeen,
pethaps the speaker’s own children)
— Saltis used to flavour food.
But: Can you pass the salt, please? (= the salt on the table}
— loften listen to music.
but: The film wasn’t very good but I liked the music. (= the music in the film)
— All cars have wheels.
but: All the scudents in the class like their teacher.
— Are English people friendly? (= English people in general)
but: Are the English people you know friendly? (= only the English people
you know, not English people in general)

¢) The difference between ‘something in general’ and ‘something in particular’ is not always
very clear. Study these sentences:
— Dlike working with people. (= people in general)
— Ilike working with people who are lively. (noc all people, bue people who
are lively is sull a general idea)
bur: 1like the people [ work with. (= a parcicular group of people)
— Do you like coffee? (= coffee in general)
— Do you like strong black coffee? (not all cotfee, but strong black coffee
is still a general idea)
but: Did you like the coffee we had with our meal last night? (= particular
coffee)
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UNIT 74 Exercises

741

In this exercise you have to write whether you like or dislike something. Begin your
sentences with: Ilike ... /T don'tlike ... / 1love ... /[ hate ... / 1 don’t mind ... / I'm (not}

interested in ... / I have no opinign about ...
Example: (very hot weather) o’ like very hobweather:

footbali} et e Ab R 4715 R A 81 B 1 1SR S L1111 RSt b e
small childeen) ... .

74.2

What do you think about these things? Write a sentence about each ore. Begin wirb.-‘
Inmy opinion .../ [think.../1don’tthink .../ T don't agree with.../ T'm against... /I'min
favour of ... :

Example: (divorce)  |think diyorre is somptimes necessary,

1 {terrorism) ..o et e et e b e e st
2 (smoking)} et bbb et SR et e et LA e F e b sb st ser et e

3 (examinations)
4
5

capital punishment}
nuclear power}

743

In this exercise you have to choose the correct form, with or without the.
Examples: I'm afraid of dogs / ¢ s Can you pass 31 / the salt, please?

Apples / The apples are good for you.
Look ac apples / che apples on chac teee! They're very large.
Women / The women are often betrer teachers than men / the men.
[ Britain coffee / the coffee is more expensive than tea / the tea. .
We had a very nice meal in thar restaurant. Cheese / The cheese was especially gpod.
Most people / The most people still believe chat marriage / the marrnage and family life
/ the family life are the basis of our sociery.
7 They got married but marriage / the marriage wasn‘_t successful. _
8 Iknow someone who wrote a book about Jife / the life of Gandhi. N
9 Life / The life would be very difficulr withow' electriciry / the electriciry. _
10 Skiing/ the skiing is my favourite sport burt .« also like swimming / the swimming.
11 Second Worltd War / The Second World War ended in 19435,
12 Do you know people / the people who live next door? .
13 Are you interested in art/ the art or architecture / the acchitecture?
14 All books / All the books on the top shelf belong to me.
15 Don’tstay in that hotel. Beds / The beds are very un'comfortablle.
16 Two of the biggest problems facing our sociecy are ctime / the crime and unemploymens
/ the unemployment.
17 T hate viglence / the violence.

A e P =
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UNIT 75 Hospital / the hospital, school / the school etc.

a) Study this example situation with hospital:

Jack had an accident a few days ago.
He had to go to hospital.

He is sull in hospital now.

Jill went to the hospital 1o visit him.
She is at the hospiral now.

Someone goes to hospital or is in hospital if he is ilf or
injured. We are not necessarily thinking of a parricular
hospital; we are thinking of the idea of hospital.

But Jill 1s not ill oc injured. She is not ‘in hospital'.
She went there as a visitor. We say ‘Jill went to

the hospital / Jitl is at the hospital” because we mean a
particular hospiral, the one where Jack is.

b) Prison school university college church

We say a criminal goes to prison (not “to the prison’}; a'child goes to school; a student goes
to university/college. We do not use the when we are thinking of the idea of these places and
what they are used for:

— After I leave school, [ want to go to university, {as a pupil'student)

~ Why aren’t the children at school today? (as pupils)

-~ Mirs Kelly goes to church every Sunday. (for 2 religious service)

_ = Ken’s brother is in prison for robbery. (he is a prisoner)

We say ‘be in prison’, but usnally ‘be at schoolfuniversity/college’. *In church’ and ‘at
chuech’ are both possible.

Now study these sentences wich the:

— Mr Kelly went to the school to meet his daughter's teacher. (He didn’t go
there as a pugpil.)

- Excuse me, where is the university, please? (a particular building)

- Th_e ?vorkmen went to the church to repair the coof. {They didn’tgo to a
religious service.)

- Kn?n went to the prison to visit his brother. {(He went as a visitor, not as a
prisoner; he went o the prison where his brother was.)

¢} bed work home
We say: ‘go to bed / be in bed” etc. (nof ‘the bed’):
— It's time 10 go to bed now, — 1s Tom still in bed?
‘Go to work / be at work / start work / finish work’ etc. (ot ‘the work’):
) — Why isn’t Ann at work today?  — Whar time do you finish work?
Go home / come home / be at home / stay at home’ etc. (not ‘the home'):
. ~ Comeon! Let's go home.  — Will you be at home tomorrow?
There is o preposition with go/come/get/arrive home. {nof *to home’)
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UNIT 75 Exercises

75.1

Complete these sentences using the words in this unit.

Example: Two people were injured in the accident and were taken 12 hospitad,.

1 | was very tired and it was very late, so T went .,

2 Fred robbed a bank but was caught by the police. He was sent .

3 Tom doesn’t often go out in the evenings. He usnally stays .o
4 Jill isn’c a religious person. She never 085 ..icirmmnsnioriinn

5 1n Britain, children from the age of five have to go

& Children sometimes get into trouble if they are lace for s
7

8

9

0

Therte is a loc of traffic in che morning when everybody is £0INE i
Mors Grimes has just had an operacion. She is sill ...

When David leaves school, he wants to study econamics ..
Bill never gets up before 9 o'clock. It's 8.30 now, s0 heis still s

1

75.2

Write short answers to these gquestions.
Example: [{.yc&wanted o meet your children’s teachers, where would you go?
<] L.

1 A friend of yours is in hospital. Where would you go to visit him? ..

2 A friend of yours is in prison. Where would you go to visit him?

3 A friend of yours is at church. If you wanted to meet him immediately after the service,
where would you go? .
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This time you have to choose the correct form, with or without the. -
Example: Ken's brother is in prison / thepeisdn for robbery. (‘prison’ is correct}

1 Some children hate school / the school.

2 What time do your children finish school / the school?

3 After leaving school / the school, Nora worked as a cleaner in hospital / ar the hospital.

4 My brocher is very ill in hospizal / the hospital.

5 All over the world, people are in prison / the prison because of their political beliefs.

¢ The other day the fire-brigade had to go to prison / the prison to put out a fire.

7 On the way to London we passed through a small village with an old church. We
scopped to visit church / the church. It was a beautiful building.

8 John's mother is a regular churchgoer. She goes to church / the church every Sunday.

John himself doesn™t go to church / the ¢t wch.

9 Every term parents are invited to school / the school te meet the teachers.
10 After work / the work, Ann usually goes home / to home.
[1 Tom left university / the university without doing his examinations.
12 When Ann was ill, we all went to hospital / the hospital to visit her.
13 I like to read in bed / the bed before going 1o sleep.
14 What time do you have to start work / the work tomorrow morning?
15 How many pecple go to university / the university in your counrry?
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UNIT 76 Geographical names with and without the

a) Continents: We do not say the with the names of continents:
Africa (not “the Africa’)  Asia Europe South America

b} Countries and states: We do not usually say the with the names of councries and stares:
France (not ‘the France’) Japan West Germany Nigeria Texas
Burt we say the with names which include words like ‘republic’, ‘union’, ‘kingdom’, “states’:
the German Federal Republic the Soviet Union the United Srates {of
{usually called *West Germany’) the United Kingdom America)

the Republic of !reland the United Arab Emirates
We also use the with plural names:

the Netherlands  the Philippines

¢) Cz'tr'es_: We do not use the with the names of cities/towns/villages:
Cairo (rot ‘the Cairo’) New York Glasgow Madrid
Exception: The Hague ({in the Netherlands)

d} Istands: Island groups usually have plural names with the:
the Bahamas the Canaries / the Canary Istands  the British Esles
Individual istands usually have singular names without the:
Corfu Sicily Bermuda Easter Island

e) Regions: Wesay:
the Middle Easr the Far East
the north of England  the south of Spain  the west of Canada
{(but: northern England / southern Spatn / western Canada — wichout the)

f)  Mountains: Mountain ranges usually have plural names wich the:
the Rocky Mountains / the Rockies  the Andes  the Alps
Bur individual mouncains usually have names without che:
{Mount) Everest Ben Nevis (in Scotland) (Mount) Etna

g) Lakes: Lakes usually have names withour the:
Lake Superior Lake Constance

h) Names of oceansiseasiviversicanals have the:
the Adantic (Ocean) the Indian Ocean
the Mediterranean (Sea) the Red Sea  the (English) Channel
the Nile the Amazon the Thames the Rhine
the Suez Canal  the Panama Canal
Note: On maps the is not usually included in the name.
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UNIT 76 Exercises

76.1 Read these sentences carefully. Some are correct, but some need the (perhaps more than

once). Correct the sentences where necessary.
Examples: Everest was first climbed in 1933,
Milan is in north of Italy.

RIGHT
IWRONG — the north of laaly

1, Last year we visited Canada and United States.
Africais much larger than Europe. e
South of England is warmer than north.

We went to Spain for our holidays and swam in Mediterranean.
Tom has visited most countries in western Eucope.

A friend of mine used 1o work as a reporter in Middle East.
Next year we are going skiing in Swiss Alps.

Malea has been a republic since 1974,

Nile is longest river in Africa.

United Kingdom consists of Great Britain and Northern [reland

T 00wl B b s Lot

—

76.2 Here are some geography questions. You have to choose the right answer. Sometimes you
need the, sometimes not. Try and find out the answers if you don’t know them.
Example: What is the longest civer in the world? (Amazon / Rhine / Nilel He Amazon.

Where is Bolivia® (Afrtca / South America / Nocth America)
Where is Echiopia? {Asta / South America / Africal i
Of which country is Manila the capical? (Indonesia / Philippines / Japan} s
Of which counrry is Stockholm the capiral?
(Nocrway / Denmark / Sweden) T
$ Which country lies between Mexico and Canada?
{Venezuela / El Salvador / Uniced States)
& Which is the largest country in the world?
{United Stares / China / Soviet Union) e
7 Which is the largest continent? {Africa / South Amerlca ; Asia)
8 ‘What is the name of the mountain range in the west of North America?
{Rocky Mountains / Andes / Alps) .. et s
$ What is the name of the ocean berween America and Asm’
fAtlantic / Pacific / Indian Ocean)
10 What is the name of the ocean between Africa and Australla’
{Atlantic / Pacific / [ndian Ocean) i e - Ce oo
11 What is the name of the sea between England . d France?
{Mediterranean Sea / English Channel/ French Sea)
12 What is the name of the sea between Africa and Europe?
(Black Sea / Red Sea / Mediterranean Sea)
13 What is the name of the sea between Britain and Nomay’
{Nocwegian Sea / English Channel / North Sea) ...
14 Which river flows through Vienna, Budapest and Beigrade)
{Rhine / Danube / Volga} ...
15 What joins the Adantic and Pacific oceans?
{Suez Canal / Panama Canal) s P

ol B e
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UNIT 77 Names of streets, buildings etc. with and without the

a) We do not normally use the with names of streets/roads/squares etc.:

Regent Street (not ‘the ...’} Fifch Avenue Piceadilly Circus
Cromwell Road Broadway Red Square

There are some exceptions {for example: “The Mall’ in London).

b} Many names {for examnple, of airports or universities) are two words:
Kennedy Airport Cambridge University
The firse word is usually the name of a person ("Kennedy®) or a place (‘Cambridge’). We do
noc usually say the with names like these:

Vicroria Station {no¢ ‘the ...") Edinburgh Castle Hyde Park
Westminster Abbey Buckingham Palace Londen Zoo
Canterbury Cathedral

But we say *the White House", ‘the Royal Palace’ because ‘white® and ‘royal’ are not names,
This is only a general rule. There are exceptions. See section ¢ for hotels ete. and section & for
names with of,

c} We usually say the before the names of these places:

botels the Hilton {Hotel), the Station Hotel
restaurantsipubs  the Bombay Restaurant, the Red Lion (pub)
theatres the Palace Theacre, the National Thearre
cinemas the ABC, the Odeon, the Classic

musenmsigalleries the British Museum, the Tate Gallery

Again there are exceprions. See also section d of this unit.

d) Many shops, restaurants, hotels, banks etc. are named after the people who starred them.
These names end in s or 's. We do not use the with these names:

shops Selfridges (not ‘che Selfridges™), Harrods
restaurants  Maxim’s, Macdonalds, Luigi's Italian Rescaurant
hotels Claridge’s

banks Barclays Bank, Lloyds Bank

Churches are usually named after saints (St = saint):
St John’s Church St Paul's Cathedral
e} We say the before the names of places, buildings ecc. with of;

the Bank of England (»0¢ *Bank of England’) the Great Wall of China
the Houses of Parliament the Museum of Modern Art
the Tower of London

f) We say the with the names of newspapers:
the Times  the Washington Post  the Evening Standard
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UNIT 77 Exercises

77.1

Use the map to answer the questions in the way shown. Write the name of the place and the
street it is in, On maps we don’t normally use the; in your sentences, use the if necessary.

y i
\ V. S| VRNER'S faupemanter;
i : |

e =T

X
=1 B

o,
___.,:-r—gn ;'z r

pnson STRE

‘Is there a supermarketnear here?”  ‘Yes, .. in
‘Is there a hotel nearhere?”  *Yes, in

‘Isthereabanknearhere?”  Yes, o mcnnen T i sr s e
‘Is there a restaurant near here?”  ‘Yes, ..
‘[s there a church near here?”  ‘Yes, ... A b e bt
‘[s there a pub near here?’  “Yes, ..
‘Is there a museum near here?’  “Yes, .
‘Is there a park nearhere?”  *Yes, .o

GO Ny O e s b

atthe end of

77.2

{nt this exercise you have to choose the correct form, with or without the.
Example: When we were in London, we visited Nag allery / the National Gallery.

1 The British Prime Minister lives in Downing Street / the Downing Street.
2 One of the nicest parks in London is 5t James’s Pack/ the St James’s Park, which is very
near Buckingham Palace / the Buckingham Palace.
3 Frank is a student at Liverpool University / the Liverpool Universitv.
4 Mr Jenkins reads Datdy Telegraph { the Daily Telegraph but his wife reads Times / the
Tirmes.
5 Ifyou want to buy some new clothes, the: ap | would recommend is Harrison's / the
Harrison’s.
6 We flew from London to Orly Airport / the Ocly Airporr in Paris.
7 Tate Gallery / The Tate Gallery is the main modern art museum in Londoa.
8 My local pub is called Prince of Wales / the Prince of Wales.
9 Have you ever visited Tower of London / the Tower of London?
10 “Which hotel are you staying at?” *Ac Sheraton / the Sheraton.’
11 Diana and George got married in $t Matthew's Church / che St Matthew's Church.
12 You must visit Science Museum / the Science Museum when you are in London.
13 Did you see the film ar Classic / the Classic [cinema)?
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UNIT 78 Singular or plural?

a) We use some nouns only in the plural. For example:
trousers jeans shorts pyjamas tights scissors  glasses'spectacles
You can also use a pair of ... with these words:
- Ineed some new trousers. or [ need a new pair of trousers.

b} We do not often use the plural of person (*persons’s. Instead we use people:
- He s a nice person. —~ They are nice people.

¢} These nouns end in -s but they are not usually plural:
mathematics physics economics  athletics gymmastics news
~ Athletics is my favourite sport.
~ What time is the news on television? {See also Unir 69d.)
These words end in -s and can be singular or plural:

means a means of transpore many means of transport
series a television series 1w television series
species  a species of bird 200 species of bird

d) Some singular nouns are often used with a piural verb. For example:
governiment staff team family audience commireee

We often chink of these chings as a number of people i'they’], not as one thing (*it’). So we

often use a plural verb:
~ The government {= they} want to reduce taxes.
_ ~ The staff (= they) aren’t happy with their new working conditions.
A singular verb (' The government wants ...’} is also possible.

Note that we normally use a plural verb wich the names of sports teams:
- Scotand are playing France int a football march next week.

We always use a plural verb with the police:
— The police have arrested Tom.
— Are the police well-paid?

e) Sometimes we use a plural noun with a singular verb. We do rhis when we talk about a sum

of money, a period of time, a distance erc.:

— Five thousand pounds (= it} was stolen in the robbery. {not ‘were stolen”)

— Three years (= it] is a long time to be without a job. (not *are’}

f) Wesay'a holiday of three weeks’ but ‘a three-week holiday’:
- I've got a three-week holiday in July. (7ot *a three-weeks holiday’)

Here, three-week is used as an adjective before ‘holiday”. When we use ‘three-weeks® as an

adjective, it toses the s, S0 we say:

a ten-pound note (ot ‘pounds’) two 14-year-old girls
a four-week English course a six-hour journey

You can also say ‘Pve got three weeks® holiday’. See Unit 79d.
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UNIT 78 Exercises

78.1 In this exercise you have to complete the sentences with wards from sections a, b and ¢.
Sometintes you need a or some.
Examples: She can't see very well. She needs glagses (or spectacles).
This plancis.. Q... verv rare ZPECLes. . .

Footbailers don't wear trousers when they play. They wear i .
The bicycle is o of transporr.

The bicycie and the car are ., of transport.

[ want to cut chis piece of marerial. [ need ... et .

AOn I gOING €0 WIILE wovvocerercs e OF articles for her local newspaper.
There arz a lot of American television ... 081 British television,
While we were out walking, we saw 25 different ..o OF bied.
We need at least four ... to play this game.

[~ R N A N g

78.2 This time you bave to choose the correct form of the verb, singular or plural. Sometimes
either a singular or a plural verb is possible,
Example: Gymnastics is / 3¢ my favourire sport. ('is” is cotrect)

The trousers vou bought for me doesn’t / don’r fir me.

Physics was / were my best subject at school.

Fortunately the news wasn't/ weren't as bad as we had expected.
The police wants / want to interview Fred about a robbery,
Three days isn’t / aren’t long enough for a good holiday.

Where does / do vour family live?

England has / have lost all their football matches this season.
Does / Do the police know about the stolen money?

Can T bocrow your scissors? Mine isn't / aren’t sharp enough.

['m going to take a taxi. Six miles is / are too far for me to walk,

[N I-C IR . N VA NV N
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78.3 In this exercise you bave to use the structure int section |, .
Examples: Ouc holiday lasred three weeks. [t was @.Hree week holiday.
The giels were 14 years old.  They were T-yeac-old dirle ...

The woman was 27, Shewasa ...
The flight lasted three hours.  lrwasa ...
The scrike lasced four days. It was 2
The book has 200 pages. [tisa ..
The boys were ten years old.  They were
The television series has ten parts.  [tis
The bottle holds rwo litres.  tis e 'y
Each of the tickets cost ten pounds.  They Were e
The building has ten storeys (= floors). liis
This bag of potatoes weighs five kilos. ftis

We walked for five miles. It was
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