Time & Dates

Once you learn how to count in Japanese, telling time is no
harder than in English. All you have to do is say the word for
the numeral and add a simple suffix. For example, to say 5
o’clock, you say the word for 5, go, add the suffix meaning
‘@'clock’, ji, and you’ve got go-ji.

To express a fraction of an hour, combine the word for the
hour with the word for the minutes. For example, 5.15
would be 5 o’clock, goji, + 15 minutes, jigofun, or goji ja
gofun.

The half-hour is expressed by han; 5.30 would therefore be
gojthan,

Learn the military or 24-hour time system before arriving
in Japan, because this system is used for train and bus
schedules - 1300 is 1 o’clock, 1800 is 6 o’clock, ete.

Telling Time
What time is it?
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Dates
Although traditional holidaysstill fall according to the lunar
calendar they originated with, the Japanese today use the
Gregorian (solar) calendar. Sometimes you may hear of a
year referred to as the “63rd (or other) year of Showa’. The
Japanese also date years according to the beginning of eras
which start when a new emperor takes over. Thus, with
accession of Emperor Akihito to the Chrysanthemum
Throne, 1989 became the first year of Heisei.

In Japanese, dates are written with the year first, followed
by the month and lastly the day.
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Some Useful Words
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Months

Months in Japanese are simply referred to as the ‘1-month’
(January), the ‘2-month’ (February), ete.

January
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Days Festivals

Today is ........ Most of Japan’s festivals began as local ceiebrgtiona by
kyowa........ desu $HIE o4 farmers wanting to express their awe of nature or their joy over
Sunday completed harvests. Because of the lack of communication
nichiyabi HIEH in pre-modern Japan most festivals retained their local
Monday | nature and never became nation-wide celebrations. Around
getsuyobi HEEHR the second week in August the bon festival features
Tuesday traditional dancing and celebrants welcome and send off the
kayobi KIEH souls of their ancestors.
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What day is today? Seasons
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What's today’s date? haru #
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itsu kaerimasu ka? L2l F 4 winter

fuyu




