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No da or mo de aru shows up frequently in wexts, es-
pecially expository texts in which the writer is trying to
convince you he has a handle on the truth. Some writers
will bombard you with them, telling you at the end of vir-
tually every sentence. “The objectively true explanation of
what | just said is . . ." No da is not functioning in such
cases as some kind of amorphous emphanc additive bur al-
ways with its explanatory function, whether there is really
anything to explain or not. Le., it s functioning as a
rhetorical device. Thus, when a writer of fiction gives us a
narrator who speaks as an essayist or anthologizer or Clip-
per of newspaper columns, such as the narrator of Mu-
rakami’s story of the vamshing elephant, we get a lot more
mo da's than in a descriptive piece by the same author—or
a descriptive passage in the same piece—in which, say. a
little, green monster burrows its way to the surface of the
heroine’s garden. The mo da's are constamt reminders of
the presence of the narrator: observing, guestioning, judg
mg, and often subtly hinting w us that he or she knows
more than we do. So watch it
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