EFTIR DI ER KE . Lesson 2

15 ék.‘fl‘] . (ﬁ‘l) women | .we,. us
2. A (/)  nimen you (pl.)
3. HuAl] (f)  témen they, them (male)
4. BAT () t@men they, them (female)
5. 8% (%)  baba father
6. %45 (£%)  mama mother
1. "%]"3.]; (%) gége elder brother
8. %5 (%)  didi younger brother
9. kk¥k (%)  meéimei younger sister
0. #F% (%) yéye paternal grandfather
11. %545 (&)  nginai paternal grandmother _
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Li Danian and Liu Tianhua greet their teacher Gao Kai.
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Gado: Nimen hdo!
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1. 35 The neutral tone _ |
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BERWT :

Some syllables are itonic (no matter in which tone is the character the syllable repre-
sents) and are pronounced soft and short. Such syllables are known as neutral-tone sylla-
bles. The pitch of a neutral-tone syllable is varied according to the pitch of the preceding
syllable, as shown in the figure below:
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1*+° ~ mdama  tdmen  gége 2" 40 yéye

baba
didi
ndinai meimei
ER.EHEP . BEETEAS. (EABEFTERNERX P, B LR
BEET)
Note that in writing, a neutral-tone syllable is indicated with the absence of a tone-
mark. (In the formulas for syllables in succession given in this book, the neutral tone is

represented by a “”.)

2. $=F +87E The 3" tone + the neutral tone
F=FRAORREEN,EL=F", BRR=FNEE FTEE ARG
K EAET. FEFHBRENME-EZAZSHR—ITZEEN=ZF(HRE=R
BE)o
When followed by a neutral-tone syllable, a third-tone syllable is pronounced in the
half-third tone. This means that only the initial falling is pronounced, not the rise. In
such cases the half-third tone and the neutral tone combine to form a more or less com-

plete third tone. (See also Phonetics, Lesson 3.)
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four tones
dé z ¥ :
bén bén
tai tdi
méi mei
The neutral tone

°  mama tamen gége Ti ba!

° yéye i ba

'Hdo ma?

° women nimen ndinai

baba didi meimei Kan ma?

Sound discrimination: g—k—nh

ka

kai

kao

kaikén

kekd

kégu
guke kagao

. A4A Phrases

ha
hai

~ hao

hdohud
haohdn
kaihua
kéhua

haoke
hudkan

wd baba ~ wd ndinai

td péngyou ta yéye

B gége ni didi




