B 7N Uk Lesson 6

—., iXFHiZ  Notes on Chinese characters:

NFHLE (M) Strokes(4):

WM BT AL =+ M, KA C T REE T I B LM%
[PEEE N

We have since learnt most of the 30 odd strokes in the previous 5 lessons and now

we sum up them briefly as under:

£ FAR B = £ % i  F
Strokes Names Examples | Strokes Names | Examples
. h(ﬁg - - s%ﬁé &
! hgjzrrhé 5 : i A
' S%U 28 £ pﬁjﬁé 4
/ i A . o | #
> ﬁ £ / hﬁﬁié *f
) d%n 1k ] héﬁﬁgéu g
- % tiS B hﬁgﬁtf it
; hﬁggggou G i hénﬁﬁfﬁgéu *
| S%ggu *f L hénﬁﬂ%ﬁgéu Ap
\ xiﬁgg%gu A . hér%zjthﬁéﬁgﬂpié =
= pi?ﬂzgg')u & s sh%?wgﬁ‘f;éu te
) wﬁ?ﬁu T ki sh%fﬁﬂé%géu %
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T LR, RBEAR A T

Out of the above strokes, the following 8 are the basic ones:

— héng | shu
/ pié \ nd
» didn <~ i

~ gou 7 zhé

WAL, ABTERFE (- AR A E A, B )ARARER T
ik ) ERARRER 2 T A BN )RR A T A b R AT D
. K6 2, 5k B A R — B .

Note that the horizontal stroke is by no means written from right to left, the vertical
stroke is never written from bottom to top, the down stroke to the right should not be writ-
ten from bottom-left to top-right and the down stroke to the left should not be written from

,.‘f}_- right to top-left. The combined strokes are written in the same way as the basic
BRI H SRR, RS NFHE—

- The first step to good handwriting of characters is to grasp the strokes.

- XFHHBE(—): The Hand-writing of Chinese characters(1) :

WFEEBEA FREAFN, XSMARNIT FEHAR, BRELFEHN
NFEEH AR —EREEEN/MET XERIFTEALHRHAEBERS. #
% 2 NI Bk 2 B AR A o o R ROk . BB Y 2B Sk R R ER R 1 B 1
Ry, EEERT R, G- EEBAHAN, BBENRTE 1. ERIFHESE
AR LA o BUE TR A PR E SRR (LA B S R 05+ A
S TEVE SN R

The strokes of Chinese characters are roughly straight and that is different from Latin
alphabet. However, the strokes are not as straight and rigid as sticks, because they are
written with a Chinese brush. Only in recent times, did it become more and more popular
‘to write with pens, pencils or ball-pointed pens. The Chinese brush with which the char-
acters are written are made of weasel or sheep hair. Strokes written with a Chinese brush
?m not evenly of the same thickness and so they look nice and vigorous. Beautiful hand-
writing is an artistic creation. We should pay attention to the strength we use and proper,

thickness of each stroke, though we use pens or ball-pointed pens to write characters now-

adays .
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Z. %% Table of new characters:

1

+

-~ %

2

4 -

3

—~ +

N+

&

&

JE:T

I

10

11

N

12

13

MoH

14

g
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=. B Read the following:

: XA

XA,

: XM de (possessive particle) #ft 47
s XEF de AL,

& = =

(=)

: XA A7

s SRR,

s XA de ]G 7

: AR

s XS E I (Igoshi) de i3] 1 7

: AHIE (zhiddo) o

: XA N (Igoshi) de Hif , X 2 KA & de Hi i .

(=)

O W > W > w

A: R BB IL?
B: & EARAS Mo, LA
A: Bt FAB)L, SRR

M, %3] Exercises:
1. BE£E:;
Write the strokes:

T
2

2. ERSEHERFTIFRNF:
Write characters in the brackets containing the following components:
1) 4 ( ) ( )
2) A1 ( ) )

)™ ( ok )
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5 LIk Lesson 7

—. IXFHIZ Notes on Chinese characters:

XFRIZLE(FH) Strokes (5):

FIWF R T EERBEALE LS, A0 HF

In addition to the grasp of basic strokes, the following points are to be noted in le-
arning the characters:

1. BE PR — D F 2 ML Em , =AM E R, A BEREME sk fe, n . X7
bR, i s, AR T K (yao) .

BAOMFEEMKE AIREEGE - EMER, W AN"EALK M5 "
T T A" (rt) . BALIF TR R T“/\"(ba).

EEMH, HA S A A BRER, MR PROMWRE Tk, M T
“RK7(fa)o

The shape of a stroke: A character is composed of fixed strokes which can not be al-
tered freely, e.g., the first stroke of X is a horizontal one and if it is substituted by ~ ,
the character will turn into K which is pronounced y@o.

The length of a stroke and interval between strokes are also important, e.g., if ~
in A is shortened, the character will turn into A which is read ru. If you put them in
separation, the character becomes /\ (bd) .

It is also important to make clear whether a stroke crosses or touches another, e.g.,
if the » in K crosses the first horizontal stroke (— ), the character becomes K (fl) .

2. EEMB B BN FAZOEE WA - EMNE, ZELT, 0 —E
WA, WKR"ZT B ERT K"K, DT R TN ERT
AR 8 o

Number of strokes in a character: The number of strokes is fixed and no addition nor
omission is allowed, e.g., if you add a horizontal stroke (—) to K, you will get X or
K and if you omit one, you will get A .

3. WAL E B T L R Y, A L AR 2 R
MFREBHEFT T, W F" (b ELAFROLEGE —F,EWR TP (péi);
“RT(ta) FE R R E B B R T R (quan) .

Position of stroke: The strokes are arranged in a fixed way and if you make it other-
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wise, the character will turn wrong or into quite another one, e.g., if you arrange the
two components of # in another way, the character #f turns into [% (péi), and if you
put the dot in K (ai) on the top-right, the character is read quan K meaning “dog” .
| ZIFRMM (=) Rules for stroke-order(3):

GiBub I EN T WIS o SR - Ok ool = sl vl i =l AT =R
R B A Y EUR R Xt TR MR A, AR 298 BN — M e R
B ENEAEMNAAN, REEER BER," L " R"EHERE-EFE,
BRI, A MR, TR, A MEERES. I

L BE IR

We have learnt the basic rules for stroke order: the horizontal before the vertical,
Ethe down stroke to the left before that to the right, from left to right, from top to bottom
and the containing before the contained .

| However, they are not absolute rules but relative and mutually conditioned, e.g.,
the general rule is to write the horizontal stroke before the vertical stroke, but if the verti-
cal is 1o the left of the horizontal, the vertical precedes the horizontal, therefore, the first
roke of [ and 5 is the vertical one. The horizontal stroke in the middle and prominent
position should be written last, e.g., the one in .

TN, GERTT:XE—-THm. SERENEAE(DMEHR BEEXES
N HERNFOL REER P8, EFE ET O, XRFRARTI],H
xKI. .
| Write the enclosing strokes first and then those enclosed and finally the sealing hori-
zontal stroke at the bottom. This rule is figuratively stated as “Close the door after you
have entered the room” . Examples :
' H: | nm A
. W o 1 M

B: 1 111

3 3o

g
M B B H

Z.4%5%3% Table of new characters:

1 jus ] 1. v v N
£ 5 = A
E](l M Fl Fl E]) mu eye
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71“:() 2 2 j: '})
3 | 4m
v
el S shou
RMET
-
*n aoéa
| éﬁé( 7 )
97 (e )
i T ol U
6 | A
F
T | 4|7 2 = &= _@:__q:_
7’““7")
8 | A (
F
g (0 i)
9 | &
Tl o~ 5 g
10 il R ot
n | s = F =
-};H_-k
; H (] n A B H) qié
13 | & |\ IR A
N L RN EATE R (%) shi
i 5 (i M n )rl.') jian see

=. Fi% Read the following:

A X RRA ARG 2
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B: A, WA XRHERR?
C: FALAHIH
D: X2 B R
(=)
A: HHIH, FFEF (read) VR AY o ST
B: §f, IRAE LRI ?
A: ®AE ,IREW! (ba a modal particle expressing a moderate command )

%3] Exercises:
L SHEETHEEMNXE:

2 £FIRFEE

 Transcribe the following characters:
DM ( )

2 F ( )

B ( )

3. BiXFEI% T3 a8

- Answer the following questions in characters:
~ 1) Ni shang tashaguan ma?

2) Ni mai shénme?
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4 )\ B Lesson 8

—., IXFX1i2  Notes on Chinese characters:

Z)EAM (78 ) Rules for stroke-order(4):

56 F (6] f5 P a2 - I AE R L) b S5E Y T L AS BR OG5 I RH 32, 3l
) FAYE, BEMRELS. W

The middle stroke before the strokes on both sides: When a vertical stroke is in the
middle and prominent position and it doesn’t cross other stroke; or there is a stroke under

it, it should be written first. Examples:

72 NP B B
i., 1 B} b r\_l.:, l"—%_"'
Ly 1L 3y (sh@n mountain)

K 1 7 K (shuf water)
HE AZEmMBHEMEMMEZ, MK FRANE, CERERS. W
However, if it crosses other stroke or there is no stroke under it, the vertical stroke

should be written last. Example:
7. o &
TR BES T DUT 2 1 5 ) A AR ) (R AR A )
The basic rules for the order to write the strokes of a character are summarized in the

following table :

#w F £ I MW
Examples Stroke-order Rules
ek ja &
T a e = .
'he horizontal before the vertical
e fs
A A o |
The down stroke to the left before that to the right
_ e % LR T

From top to bottom
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KEER

e b
L & From left to right
e _ FIEN
Rl N The outer strokes before the inner strokes
Feit Ng %17
B 1T H [E3] The enclosing strokes first, then the enclosed
and finally the sealing horizontal stroke
So b [E) )G P i
| Y B

The middle stroke before those on both sides

—.£FX Table of new characters:

E](I I ﬂ) r sun
1| B . g2(7 7 B)
s ( y i G '“\)
7}'(’ 'f 1 #) mu wood
2 | A8
2|
3 ﬁ*ﬁ
4
AN
H
|7
s | 4
s (7] 7 4)
6 o 7 =] W W o# B h
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b (v 1)
7 | K

(4 -Eg - &y
g G TSR o FOR

_1( _'-._:%i)
o | F

H

#
10 | M

JU i
n | Xk X

=. BiE Read the following:
(=}

B E R L2 A R g 7

MiE! BRE4AH?

: AR A, 1A G

. A i1 & Fh (gé zhodng all kinds) 7] 4t ,
: Xiexie #k!

> @ e m

(=)

: BRI, RABAE P oCiE B
: B, RE (ydo want) LG 2
A: REH LA, xiexie IR !

o =

(=)

LHANL  fEREN
AL BRERE

28



le: HR

& A & %
Name of country Name of language

i




o5 JL IR Lesson 9

—. iXF 42 Notes on Chinese characters:

XFHEH# (—) Structure of Chinese characters (1) :

DUF I s KR Ar B AR, B g 1> 5 DL B MO 55 4 B (7 ) 4 AR 9
Fo ABAURFHEMBREREBNTFHERRN, SRFRBA =M &
LYW ETEH NG, (TRARTPHEFRAIFRBENF)

Most characters are compound ones, i.e., they are composed of two or more compo-
nents. It is imperative to know thoroughly the structure of a compound character in grasp-
ing the writing of characters. The compound characters roughly have three forms of struc-
ture : left-right structure, top-bottom structure and outer-inner structure. (The figures in

the following examples indicate the order to write the components. )
LR G5 : Left-right structure:

L F45# : Top-bottom structure:

1

’ FE.,o» R
1 A Y
; A< S

30



N A5 H : The outer-inner structure :

: 1
A S
1
i %_ BH: N H B
- S| AR

WSS, S R E A BISh

Usually the outer component is written before the inner one(s) . But there are excep-

' ' .-e,g.

Do xox

2

ARFEAEF LW GEH, KH SR b XA A A BT,
M BB 2 MIE S EIE T e R SeSNE MR RE . W

There are other forms of structure of compound characters, most of which are the

ombinations or variants of those basic forms we learnt. The order to write them follow the
me rules of “from top to bottom”, “from left to right”, and “from the outer component
(8) to the inner one(s)” . Examples:

1 #: 31 = i
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Z. %F3X Table of new characters:

& (- 2, S - 4
| ( )
%
i £ # (' £ 7 £ 7f) hé standing grain
:Fr
3 | JU) JU
SO I A I H o B 5 |
5 A~ |7 N /i\
L
6 | &
w=(— + + &)
RN GRS
O )
8 % Er(\ n - a)
A mu wood
s |7 1 %
10 | 3B s
E(" = = E_)
n K |K K
e | & e o ) guting
A
2 | g ( 3)

k{° = £ ¥)

32




4

(7 &2 8 £ k)

(7 I 3

+ W% Read the following:
(=)

=SAER WA E BN ERT ERE
KR TR T
INKRER  APMIA AL

(=)

: RE E#JE (shangdian shop) .

s WEELA A7

s REIANAEF , — MR, R bRk
: A, 3 _E 5 JE (book store) .

: REAHA?

: BILA PR, LR EIERE,

(=)

A: RAE—KRTF, KK, B MET. R tongwa bl —KEF, —%
K, BAME T
- B: KT8 HA # F (yizi chair)?
A: BB BA A,

(- I~ - S S

« %3] Exercises:
AEMAFERFPRE—RBLEFHS FTEORN?
Give examples of the following structures from characters you learnt :

1) EEEH.
(Left-right )
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2) ETE&H:

(top-bottom )

3) AShEH:

(outer-inner)

. FOXFERS b RS L 52

What are the rules to follow in writing the following characters?
1) 5

2) B

3) i&

4) B

34



4 1+ B Lesson 10

=, XFHIR Notes on Chinese characters:

XFHPEE(Z): The hand-writing of Chinese characters (2) :

A0, B BN R B AR, AT XA FE S ER, ©
REEGFNT  5REF IR GE EHEEREILA.

A character may be said to be written correctly if you have get the correct strokes,
stroke-order and position of strokes. But if you want to write good, neat, balanced and
beautiful characters, the following are to be ohserved:

. PRF EHH. HANSRENFHEALE, TR EA MBS H 7k
EXHHERREAESESH, UARE R PR THb, $AF, BAH,
RO/WE, B EWEENESH, FREBES.

The horizontal stroke should be level and the vertical stroke upright. The horizontal
and vertical strokes are basic ones, and only by making the horizontal stroke level and the
vertical stroke upright, can the whole character look upright. These two strokes should not
be dipped, nor tipped, nor zigzagged. If the horizontal stroke is not level or the vertical
not upright, the character looks like one which is scrabbled. If these two strokes are zig-

zagged, the character doesn’t look vigorous.

2L 560 F BERTFHHARRN (A LB THMEH), 8/ FELEE
W20, & Fh KRR,

HTEFER/RIR GIE, REEE PR, EH AW FE B & A0 E /)
B EEPHFREOMEREKR 2. 0.

In writing compound characters, attention should be paid to the structure, number of
strokes in each component and the length of each stroke.

In order to write a character in good balance and symmetry, it is imperative to put
the character on its bisector. Component with fewer strokes take a smaller space and that

with more strokes a bigger space. Examples:
35




=
&

G

& & K &

ERTEEY, —EREEKTHIED, AMRAH, K/EY,

Characters are to be written in the middle of the checks if you use checked paper,

5

not inclined to any side and the size should not be too big, nor too small.
BEHZMTERE B ZEVCHRESEFRE % ARG FH AN,
B RE—B, fln.

Characters with many strokes should be compact and those with fewer strokes should

be loose, so that you can write every character in about the same size. For example :
bl
) [ Z}

. %R Table of new characters:

2= 4 £

4 (2 4)

2 W | T T #

# (- =) zhé

i




. | 5 B ( F F F E) ja
. '](’ |])
3 2 + 3 Ue
B ( ) tl earth
n (3 7 %)
Bl 8 (0 47 37)
E (- k) bi
BES R A A
8 /|- T Ao A A &
ERER )
R T = F F K
g I chdng
| T ding
4 o
@2 w
| (" 7 F R) jin

=, BiE Read the following:
(=)

A: REALF TR

B: AL , RENXEFFTHE R,
A REEHBSHE =B . FRL!

B: H 1!

(=)

A: REWIL?
B: L K (K% daxué university) .
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A: REIBILE &2
B: &, KEMILEF A E(quo) ik .

« %3] Exercises:
1. E"Fﬁ]ﬁ%ﬁ‘]ﬁﬂ#i.tiﬁi—"lﬂ‘]ﬂ?.#?f%:

Give three characters of each structure and transcribe them :

. Y o o J w2k )

2. BHERTIHF(R)NF, FAZFER—1 .

Give characters containing the following components and a word including each

character :

1) B: ( ) ( ) ( )

2) # ( ) ( ) ( )
S ) SN | ) )
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B+ —1F Lesson 11

—, IXFHiIA  Notes on Chinese characters:
XFHIRFE (—) The sides (1):
1 AL B A mEFE S SR FERARE,
MEF A L EARESRES - RERRETNTFE, 1.
Structurally characters fall into two categories: the single-component characters and
the multi-component characters.
The single-component characters are those that can not be divided into components
indicating either meaning or pronunciation, for example :
Bl A B A ELTF
T ZLAFEMAFR(AIAEI—TAE, MR HNFE, .
The multi-component characters are those including at least two components with one
indicating meaning, one pronunciation or both the meaning, for example :
ENCIN A NN
HARXESEFHE LNTFRE:
The components that compose the above characters are:
1 B2 B0 (A)F . 18,1 . &
18 b T 33k 26 5] - X A BB 2 R 1A B o R R ] A8 TR 5
Components that can be combined into characters are known as the sides of charac-

ters.

2. R ATAR R AT B DT R, R RS A MR AT,
o

In the beginning, all sides were characters by themselves but with the evolution of
characters, some sides are no longer used as independent characters, for example:
“@ . B"P6e0” O in &, B ,etc.
“E.E"F®HL” CinE, E,etc.
“FETFHT ~in FUFete.
ALl i 1 i 55, TR AR B B R 4L, dn

Some single-component characters change their forms when used as sides, for exam-
39




ple:
F(shou hand) — 3 (47)
#(zhi bamboo) — ** (&)
K (hud fire) —= o ()
ﬁﬁ%iﬁﬁ?%ﬁfﬁ%ﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁkFKJ%{MM:,ﬁn:

Some sides that stem from single-component characters change their forms consider-

ably when they are simplified, for example :
Fioi (i)
>4 =4 (%)
B>k =4 (4%)
3. M?X?WEﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁﬁ,ﬂgﬂ—ﬁﬁﬁii,%E%ﬁi?*?iﬁfﬁ—-
PO 95 2R 3 — R B S, B0, o L 38 3B S EA A e 3 B
BT B AL, LA XA R, EHBEAR FURK“SFH"
(yanzipang) , ﬁﬁJﬁﬂ,ﬂ%\HHJﬂﬁ‘%\ﬁl\ﬂz%%‘ﬁu“ﬂ”?ﬁtﬁ%,u“ﬂ'#ﬂﬂﬁ
FHF WL GHE X, MR O F35" (kduzipang) .
%ET%%,X"ﬁETZ.\ﬁ§ﬂ$uﬁigﬁ$ﬂﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ‘ﬂﬁo
The origin and development of Chinese characters tell us that the characters are se-
masiographic in nature. In a multi-component character, usually one of the components,
i.e. the sides, indicates a certain meaning. For example, the side 3 , which is simpli-
fied from &, means language or speech, so characters with 3 such as iﬁ,iﬂ.,iﬁ, i),
Wi, ete. have something to do with language or speech and 1 is named the “ speech
side” .
The side 1 means “mouth” and characters with [1 such as 15 , il S e
etc. are related to the mouth in meaning, so I is called the “ mouth side” .
It is of great help to learn the sides if one wants to memorize and write characters

and to consult a Chinese dictionary .

Z.XEFR Table of new characters:




! '% P (> T R) hii door-leaf
(= T F) fang
, |
s |
. | B f
; o
St
i
I 1
(I 3 A ( ¥t ¥ %)
%
*
= ¢
B 5
¥ (—- =)
N S A
%
b4
9 9 I i i~ 9
10 -3
| + : shé tongue
1 & (- 7 &) shi strone
[ | A
‘ pL md

=, % Read the following:
(—)

A: BK3C! K3
41
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42

: URAF ! AR IL?

: REFRETWE R

PR3 A #E AL 75 RE (fandian hotel ) 15 7

: &L REZOL—FE L REEN S

AR, ENSHE=VILEE R R TESERE LD
: A= HAMOENA, B!

: PRI

T == x> ®

(=)

s WAH Z D KRF?
KAMKE T
R $ i
: A TIKE

: A 2 A w7 7
: A LA B R

L = >

%:>] Exercise:
NESEEFE - 1T E4MNRARETLEANZAS:
Choose an appropriate word from the list to fill in the blanks:

(A, 90U, + 54,3k, K X)

1. X A& B w157

2. {i 0

3. & e

4. K FEiX & 3R

5. e kB BEAILK ?



BT IR Lesson 12

=, XFHIR  Notes on Chinese characters:
WFWFE(Z) The sides (2) -

3 1‘.'131—’1\{5%%5751?1B‘J%li,{ﬁ%ﬂﬁﬁzﬁﬁfuxrﬁj,ﬁu"ﬂ%”\“%"\“m{"\
W DT R 23, B i 0 E SR R, & s A
BEFHTH, 8”8 0" M F 45, 8RS R T4 1 "EERLE,

BT 0035 0 R A, A0 (bL) , A0 R A o —
PR S — 5B (p6i) T . P LA, 76 5 0070 B B0 i R 35 LA A 3R
AT DR 35 1 10

The position of a side may be varied in different characters, e.g., [1 in 1§ 0,

W, B etc. is on the left, it is at the top in 5, at the bottom in % ,and in % it is on
the right,, though they all are characters with 7 .

What is to be noted is that the position of the side in one particular character is
d, e.g., if the two components of F change their positions, the character turns into
f which is pronounced péi. Therefore, in learning characters, you should learn the po-
sition of the sides as well as the sides themselves.

2. F M H -3 (shuang’ érpang) The “ double-ecar side” .
Examples :

R

! £F& Table of new characters:

ging
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3 | &
+
7
4 | ™
1
5 4
5 | &
o
6 F -
.:j—’-
i il .
7K
R noR R pei
%
8 | ¥
£ (2 = = % %) shéng
= 4
9 | v§ 3 =
g 7 77 1 9)
(7 )
10 | % A

s




Z., FiE Read the following:

® > W

e - B - R

S

 F: KER FER EA HE
W WL W R DT HBL(Shuo speak)

(=)

 XEHRITG?
: %’ﬁi&!

(=)
(FERITH)

s RS2

(E=WApETA)

: (B Knocking at the door.)
: ) 7RI KRG

: WREF AT

: VRGN ME (kaféi coffee ) 157
: AL RAE,

: 525 (ba a particle) !

: B (0K) ! i (xiexie) #r !

AES,AER!
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« &3] Exercises:

1. ETFIAEMER, HEEHHNF, FHES:
Fill in the blanks with characters in the structures shown by the checks and give
their pinyin transcriptions:

e (0 i ool gt == ]

2. EHEATIHRBFHXNF, HEEH—1RE:
Write out characters with the following sides and give words containing them:

#)  Example: @: f & K;

1) 1: 5 H
2) a; ; ;
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