9 — W Lesson 1

—., XFHiZ  Notes on Chinese characters:

1. XF WK The construction of Chinese characters:

NAERIERIGEMETXTF B =TEENHET .

AW FIERITH, BT AR N T E”, “HRFAREFHECFE. ¥
B OUT 2 i B B T AR , 7 B ) S el AR ] A 4 i 4 A

WAFHEEA =+, HREARN S A A, H 4 mE R b X /%
EJRAE KA, N FRAGETE T EE, C50 2, 5EH—%, 84
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BT, 7 R AR, E R XM g BN FRA
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Chinese characters which are now in current use, have a history of over 3, 000
years. They are also known as “square characters” because they are square-shaped.

Different from the alphabetic script which is spelled out in letters, Chinese charac-
ters are written in various strokes.

Out of the 30 odd strokes, only 8 are basic ones and all the others are their variants.
The strokes in a character are written according to some fixed rules. Once the basic
strokes and the rules of stroke-order are grasped, the writing of characters will become
easy .

Structurally characters are divided into two categories: the single-component ones
and the compound ones. In the single-component characters, the strokes are written or ar-
ranged as a compact integral, but most of the characters are compound ones which are
composed of two or more components or sides . Some of the sides are used as radicals in
Chinese dictionaries. So it is of key importance to know the sides or radicals before you

learn how to consult a Chinese dictionary .




It can be seen that there are rules for the construction of characters and it is helpful

to master these rules in learning how to read and write characters.
2. WFHILE(—) Strokes (1):
FEAZZH Basic strokes:

— (=) #% héng
/() 8 pié
N () na

. () A diagn

ERMNEMAES, AENERAEE,

The horizontal stroke is written from left to right and it can not be
written otherwise.

EENA EMATES, MRBAET A LE3h, RS —
FPEEE T o

The down stroke to the left is written from top-right to bottom-left.
If it is written from bottom-left to the top-right, it becomes another
stroke. (See Lesson 3.)

EENLE LEMATEs, AENA TRA LB,

The down stroke to the right is written from top-left to bottom-
right. It can not be written otherwise.

EN LA T (HETF)B.

The dot is written from top to bottom-right(or to bottom-left) .

—. %% Table of new characters:

1 s |
2 — - —
3 = o= R
4 5 T T R - -
5 N\ 7 AN
6 X |= F X
=. WAE Read the following:



MU, %> Exercises:

1. BEE:
Write the strokes:
/
e
2 REHESHRE:
~ Give the characters for the following words:
lia ( ) er ( )
yio( )
da ( )




B .M Lesson 2

—. iIXFHiE Notes on Chinese characters:
NFHEE(Z) Strokes (2):
FAZEH Basic strokes:
(V) B shu EEMN L@ TFEs), AEMNTRELEZES,
The vertical stroke is written from top downward and can not be
otherwise .
(7)) Hgou AMEEPLLIE,HEEA—HE,RERRMER
XA T 18, XHEER .
Some strokes have a hook. The hook is written by a quick lift-

ing of the pen (or Chinese brush) . Following are strokes with
hooks :

~ ¥  The horizontal with a hook

4]  The vertical with a hook

ZFH] A bending stroke with a hook

#H4 A slant stroke with a hook

o F# Level bending with a hook

=

—. %535 Table of new characters:

{{7 1)
S
R ( g ki "r ;jr R ) &r you(archaic)
(G5
2 | &
.c_;(, s % .c_;) Xin heart
% ( N & % ) nii female
3 | #F
L7 T F) 21 person




=_.iAiE Read the following:

AR 5T ! #37!

M. %3 Exercises:

- 1. BEE:

Write the strokes:

)
2. BTFHINFES:
Transcribe the following characters:
1) 4 ( )
2) 4% ( )
3) ¥ ( )

E 3. EHEETHEEMNRNFEMR):
Give characters containing the following strokes( optional) :

) .:
)~
3 |
4) / :
5) T
6) ):
7) o




B = P Lesson 3

—+ XFHiZ  Notes on Chinese characters:
NFHEE(=) Strokes (3):
HEAZLHE Basic strokes ;
- () R ENETHALiEE,
The upward stroke to the right is written from bottom-left to top-
right .
2 (1) 7 zhé
— (L) FEER, BIA T T B, REER B THEmLE
o XREEHE 2525,
Strokes with a turn: 1) the horizontal with a downward turn; 2)

the vertical with a horizontal turn to the right
BKE%HE Combined strokes :

1 Mrd héngzhégéu The horizontal stroke with a downward turn and a hook

u BEH shuwa@ngdu The vertical stroke with a right turn and a hook

7 héngpié The horizontal stroke combined with a down stroke to the
left

— é?ﬁ Table of new characters:

'«ffs’xa&ﬁ
- P a
{
e,
‘@a(”’*"@) ]
4
4 | b
&,




1

5 | 41
e r )

meén

=, A Read the following:
(=)
AT KA AT A
(=)
ARATTF !

A:
B: .
c B (AR4F))
M, %35 Exercises:

1. B£E:
Write the strokes:

'

B

2. REHBIESNF:
Give the charactes for the following words:

1) tdmen ( )




2) wémen  ( )

3) nimen ( )

4) nin hdo  ( )

CH-BCRTFELERFECZEHK,ENBENG?
Count and tell how many strokes there are in 3. Are all the three slant strokes
down strokes to the left?

10




% M0 Lesson 4

—, iXFHiR Notes on Chinese characters:
ZIRMM (—) Rules for stroke-order(1):
BREBFNFHMEFWAU LW EE, FEEEE R, SHMRE, REH
FefE . B SIS T A AR A, AT T IR,

Most characters have more than two strokes. To write them, there must be a fixed

order to follow, and there are some rules for the order of strokes:

FeBAE 8 - S T R e A A L T L,

The horizontal stroke before the vertical: The horizontal stroke and strokes containing
a horizontal should be written before the vertical or the down strokes either to the right or
left. Examples:

+:— +
X:—= F X
JeHUR B ORI ER A A B E R L BB B S L
The down stroke to the left before that to the right: When the down stroke to the

right crosses or touches that to the left, the former is written before the latter. Examples:

A /A
i = )
X (72 X)

—. %£53% Table of new characters:

= r T

11




ﬂ () }] ﬂ ﬂ) yué flesh(as radical ) , moon
4 |

A
s | A |- kB A

%
6 | 45

-%(—7 % -23) ma

5&( ! S i) fu father
7 % EJ(.-, = - E‘) ba

U(r 7 [?) kdu mouth
8 vi,

5

v (% )ydn speech
9 | i

B(7 41 1T £ £ £ % #8)

B¢ = F 1)
10 iX

WER

) 12 (\ ” w a) M

11 FE

A= o - w)

=. FiE Read the following:

A: MR
B: fRIRAGAY, {2
A: hRRL,

12



B (=)
|' A: flERIRE B

B: &, X AR meimei (younger sister) i ?
A: A(no), e RFII A

(=)

REEREKLK,
. b 5 41 & |§oshi( teacher) .
| Al A T A .

@, %3] Exercises:
1. B£E:
~ Write the strokes:

2. A¥EMINFRS:
Fill in the blanks with characters you have learnt:
1) 3 ol 7
2) # A v 7
3) & = 1% 0
4) T A& 0
5) X & 0

INESERH M ELYNFHATENZ G
Choose one from each pair of characters to fill in the blank:

1) & & & meimei, AKX, (#e, )
2) Zhang ldoshi, P didi( younger brother) ,

(Ho,4)
3) A: Ldoshr, ¥ (4R, 1)

B: 4 | (4, &)
13




B 1L Wk Lesson 5

—. iXZF 42 Notes on Chinese characters:

Z)EMN (=) Rules for stroke-order (2):

BEBET:AE LAMER,HE FAmEm,m.

From top to bottom: The strokes at the top should be written before those at the bot-
tom. Examples:

» >
Fd

&
3=
7N

v

B | 8
FkJah B AN ERE, B ALK EE, .
From left to right: The strokes on the left should be written before those on the

right. Examples:
N s AN

. 41 4
EANEN NE AR EAESAE A=A ENGSHE, EXENL,EE
B .

The containing strokes before the contained ones: When a component contains an-
other on the top-left or on the left, top and right, the containing ones should be written
before the contained ones. Examples:

.1 A A
B:1 Tl R

B, N&EF R BES A T A= e EmasH, 25 mE ok, AR5 a
LN

However, if a component contains another on the hottom-left or on the left, bottom
and right, the contained ones should be written before the containing ones. Examples:

Xy X X

& . ‘3 oA
. %53 Table of new characters:
1 E | F - B

14




g (v v o)

2 | W (¥ 9 Frud)
}JF na
B CS F)
ENJL ) L
e (s =)
4 | 13 £
18
(T 7 #F\) bai
| INCARS
5 | &
(- = = &)
aa 1 "\ B‘)
6 | B
A2 7 X A %)
AN T I
£t/ * £)
8 | 48 )
B( " T v ¥ ¥ R®.E)
| NS
|g /ﬁ» : : - . :
| E(  * = = P B R)
| S
0 | ¥ o
| £{- % k) 16 carth
1| AL |4

15




e

2 | F

O T ) i

=. iE Read the following:
(==

A: R EBRIL?
. REBEE. BB LEEEG?
A: REEHBME.

=

(=)

i S AN

(To A)fth2ARAA A WG ?
fhRRAM A& £, & EWIL?
*®EEE,

FTh E&E,

B BREE

PO. 43] Exercises:
1. BE£E:
Write the strokes:

J
£

2

2

2. ANFSHTEMNEE,FAXFEE:
Write the questions in characters and give the answers:
1) Ni mama shang nar?
16




2) Ni péngyou y& shi daifu?
~ 3) Ta shang tushagudn ma?
3. ETEMF, EAMLELEEMN? (EH)

‘What are the rules to write the following characters? (optional)
£ %k o~ & M
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