¢

<Lt

2

ig

-
[

CHAED L

5

4

pF

VCLOPEDA

¥
Tl

A
CRKL

Sl
= I~
S N
A
o DJ
AT e
Ty =
e
?‘ >
o =
o 2
P
=
S
=

LU+

79

199

BARULER | . EL

WRITING ARCHAEOLOGICAL HISTORY

publishing a series of excellent and wide-ranging site-, period- or theme-oriented studies
{for example, Coppack 1990 and Yeoman 1994) which provide well-illustrated introduc-
tions; it 15 hoped that other Evropean countries will aim for similar well-researched but
aceessible treatments of their medieval archaeology,
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ARCHAEOLOGY AND ISI.AM
Alastair Nerthedge

INTRODUCTION

The Middle East in medieval times is normally connccted with Islam, which
appeared from the ume of the first revelation of the Qur'an to the Prophet
Muhammad about Ab 610 at Mecca in Arabia (Fig. 27.1). In addition to his qualitics
as a prophet, Muhammad was also a political leader, and created a community of
believers, which by the time of his death in 632 stretched in a network of tribal
alliances across the Arabian Peninsula. The subsequent early rulers of the Islamic
state were called khafifa (in Arabic) or caliph (in English), successar or deputy, but
more often Prince of Believers (4mir al-Mu minin). Under the first four caliphs, the
energies of the united tribesmen were diverted into raiding Syria and Iraq, respec-
tively under the control of the Byzantium and the Sassanian Iranian dynasty (226—
637 in kran and Iraq). The unexpected success by hitherto despised tribesmen in
defeating two of the major world powers of the time caused the collapse of the
Sassanian empire, and the permanent amputation of the rich Near Eastern and
North African provinces of the Byzantine empire. Lack of serious resistance per-
mitted the Muslim armics in the west to reach Spain by 711, and Sumargand and
the Indus valley by about the same time. Nevertheless, the natural limits of military
expansion brought a halt, with the defeat of a raid at Poiticrs in central France
i 732, and a battle against the Chinese at Talas (present-day Dzhambul in
Kazakhstan) in 751,

The state was initially Arab; the Umayyad family of Mecean origin scttled
in Syria and provided the first dynasty of caliphs (ap 661-750), governing a
vast population of unbelievers. Under the succeeding Abbasid caliphs in Irag
(750-1258), the frontiers of the Islamic world stabilized, and increasing numbers
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ARCHALROLOGY AND ISLAM

converted to Islam (Bulliet 1979). These two caliphal dynasties, and their imitators,
the Umayyads in Spain (Ap 756-1010) and the Fatimids in North Africa and Egypt
(AD 907-1171), bear some resemblance to the empires of Late Antiquity. However,
although the Muslim world has always retained 2 sense of unified identity since
then, the vast areas under [slamic control led inevitably to political fragmentation,
notably as a result of the decline of the Abbasid caliphate in the middle of the tenth
century.

Out of the deeay of empire and the decentralization of power was born the
brilliant civilization of medieval Islam — the Saljugs and their successors in Iran and
Anatolia {eleventh—thirteenth centuries), the Avvubids and Mamluks in Syria and
Eaypt {(an 1171-1260, 1260-1517), and further dynasties in North Africa, Yemen,
Afehanistan and India. Although Arabic became the lingua franca of the Semitic
Near Fast, partly because of its primordial role in the Qur'an, the Arab ethnic
component af the population ceased to play an important role in politics, and was
replaced by Iranians, and later Turks, who were introduced from the central Asian
steppes as slave soldiers, and then arvived in tribal groups. Turks peopled the
governments of the Muslim world from the Saljugs until the early twentieth cen
tury. One effect was a new expansion ol the [rontiers of Islam, Turkish nomads
flooded into Byzantine Anatolia afrer the battle of Manzikert in 1071, and it was a
small group of Turkish ghezis or frontier lighters facing Byzantium, who created
the Ottoman empire in the fourtcenth century by invading the Balkans, reaching
the gates of Vienna in 1329 and 1683, and finally seizing Constantinople in 1433,
The Ghaznavid Turks invaded India in the eleventh century, and their successors
up to the Moguls (1526-1838) islamized north-west India and Bengal o the extent
that those arcas now form the basis of Pakistan and Bangladesh.

The smiking economic and cultural success of a4 society without centralized
power — and thus permanent political conflice — received a setback from the Black
Death in the fourteenth century but more from the peeuliar geographical exposure
of the Middle East to great conquerors: the meteoric passage of Alexander the
Great through the region was repeated by the Mongols under Genghis Khan
(1219=21) and the [-Khans (1238-1333), by Timur (1370-1403), and finally by
Nadir Shah (1736-47). Islam ceased to spread by conquest, but by contacts with
neighbouring peoples, such as the Golden Horde in the now Russian Steppe, or the
Uighurs in Sinkiang. Particularly trade played an imporrant vole — it was by that
that Islam spread to Java, Sumatra and Borneo in the sixteenth century (Colless
1969), along the Fast African coast (Chittick and Rorberg 1973; Horton 1986), and
by trans-Saharan trade to West Africa.

Although the Middle East experienced no renaissance of FEuropean type (for
classical philosophy and scientific knowledge had never been lost, only rejected as
unnecessary in the face of divine revelation), the re-emergence of centralized states
oceurred at about the same time as in Europe. The administration of the Ottoman
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empire was reformed during the larer fifteenth and sivteenth centurtes, Safavid Iran
was [oreed o bllow, and Mogul India kept pace. Tt was only from the end of the
seventeenth century onwards that the Islamic world ceased o rival the West,
although it is now experiencing a revival,

TTIE ROLE OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVIDENCE

The study af the history of the pre-modern Islamic world has until recently been
largely conducted through the medium of rexts, The principal skill of oricatalists
lag in the decipherment and interpremtion of Arabic, Persian and Turkish tess,
Lntil the end of the 19605 even the analvtical tools wsed by wesrern historians were
tintle known. Study of the archacological remains of the Islimic world dates back
Lo the end of the nincteenth century: it was an inevitable concomitant of the
discoveries of carly archacologists in the Holv Land and clsewhere in the Middle
Last. However, they often lacked the dating tools to distinguish Islamic from cariier

rertaing, 4 problem which sull exists for the period before the mroduction of

polychrome glazed porrery in the ninth ce ntury. For example, a conroversy con-
tinued for nearly a century, from its initial discovery in the 1840, over the nanUh
cation of the Unayvad desert castle of Mshatr in Jurdan (Creswell 1969; 62241,
Wurse, although some good work was done in the carlier part of this century,
notably by the German archacologist Frnst Herzlele 1, by the French historian Jean
Sauvaget and his archacological compatriot Daniel Schlumberger, and by the
Fnglish architectural historian K, AL C. Creswell, from the 1960s onwards the study
of Islanvic material remains has tended ro be dominated by a group of art historians
who even today are unskilled in the inrerpretation of the primury material which is
the daily bread and butier of archacologists, and who often pose only a narrow
range of questions on the artistic development of Islam, The discovery of the
possibilities of archacology for giving a new view point on the history of the Isluwic
world is a very recent dev Llnpmcnt Star tmff not more than rw enly vears awgo, and
the organization of the basic tools of analysis notably the pottery typologics, is stiil
underway. At the rime of writing, a useful dtalogue 15 beginning to rake place

i1

between Islamic historians, thae is, texrual specialists, who have not been aware of

the different kind of questions thae archs wology is capable of answer ing, and Islamic
archacologists, wha have not had time to look bevend the primary material with

which they have been dealing and who olten only have Timiited access 1o the testual

sources, which are voluminous bur mastly not translated.

The theorctical arsuments for the advantases and disadvant: wes of archaco
logical material compared with rexts for eapluining the past have been well-
rehearsed: archacology does not suffer from the prejudices and idealagival biuses of
chronicle authors, although the marerial is often more difBeull o inter pret than a
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rext. It is well-adupted to explaining long-term economic and social evolution, bue
not so good at illuminating particular events, although many archieologists would
like that to be the case, At present the usefulness of archacological ¢vidence for
explaming the evolution of Islimic socicty declines from early Islamic times
onwards, as the quantity of surviving texts increases. Under the caliphs, archaco-
logical evidence is viral for explaining the development of society and CCONUMY in
the face of obscure and partial rexrual accounts; under the Ottomuans it does nor at
present have much to add, by comparison with the quantitics of data stll t be
deciphered from the central government archives in Istanbul, and the local archives
of the Shari's law courts, both of which go back ar least four centuries,

TTIE HUMAN AND PHYSICAL ENVIRONMENT

The Mickdte Fast has alwas s been a multi-culiural area. Within the castern Riman
empire, the Jews were the only major religions communite to survive the three
centuries ol intense and rather intolerant Christianiny between the Fdict of Con-
stantine and the Muslim conguests, Ar the same time, howeser, Christianity was
also deminani, though not unrivalled, in arcas outside the imperial Trontier — i
Etlnopia, some parts of Arabua, Irag (hut nen Trand, Armenin and Georenn, Lslam
wis in practice much more casy -going, i spite of its cureent innge of fanaticis,
The first Muslims aimed 1o live from taxes on the other comnunitics - the three
religious groups which were declared proecied communitics ("People of the
Book'}: the Christians, the Jews and the Zoroastrians {the Lt by comuession af
equivalence). Logically, this implied permiting their continued cvistence, and
mdeed  discouraging  conversion. Although  discouragement  was anly bl
. the recouninion couid

applied, and fmanctal exploiation only lasted two centuri
not be revoked. Christian and Jewish communitics, il they were w illing to aceepta
seeond -class status, and were able to outlast periodic bouts of bisutey [rom their
Muslim neighbours, were senerally tolerated. The recently published excavation of
the great basilica of the [oly Cross ar Rusafa in Syt illustrates the cantinuation of
the pilgrintage to (hiy desert site until the Gme of the \lnn<>t;] mvasions |20l
{Ulbert 1986),

The Middle Fast is a particular type of environment, Boing as it does in the desert
belt of the northern hemisphere. While most of the mountun chains and 1he
Mediterranean const receive rinfall adequate for cultivation, the remainder ol
the region is dependent on water originating from outsicde the wees (lor ex wample the
Nile}, or from the well-watered mountains. The irvigation methods used before
modern mechanical deyices were variable, ranging from simple looding, and canals
fed by animal- or human-driven litting machines, to diversion of Hoods in the wadis
s and the Euplicaces (Trag), and

{Yemen), long surface coals derived trom the Tig
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underground channels (ganat, foggara and other terms) derived from raised water-
tables in the mountains of Iran and elsewhere (see Chapter 14). This means that the
environment in which humans live in the Middle East is more their own artificial
creation than elsewhere, and it is relatively fragile: the best example is the south of
Iraq, where a natural desert was turned into the home of one of the world’s great
civilizations in ancient Mesopotamia by irrigation from its two rivers {(Adams
1965), but whose agriculture has today largely been ruined by a variety of natural
and man-made disasters, including salinization and river-bed movement, the exact
role of cach of which stills remains controversial, But it is also true that the limited
areas which could be turned into cultivable land by irrigation, together with the
mountain and coastal areas where non-irrigated agriculture is possible, are
intermixed in a patchwork with areas of desert.

The desert remained until modern times the domain of nomadic animal breed-
ing, mainly camels, horses, sheep and goats. The settled states feared and disliked
the desert and the bedouin (and their Iranian, Turkish and Berber equivalents), but
always had to deal with the desert dwellers, and could often be toppled by them.
While we may consider tao simplistic the cychic theory of history propounded in
the fourteenth century by Tbn Khaldun, whereby a young and vigorous nomadic
group conguers the settled land from a decadent dynasty, in its turn to become
wealthy and decadent and replaced by yet another group, a surprisingly large
number of Middle Eastern empires had tribal origins, both under Tslam and long
before. Islam itself came out of this miliew: although its leadership was of
urban origin in Mecea, and its armies were manned by Yemenis, Omanis,
IHijazis, and Syrian Arabs, all of whom were mainly cultivators, ‘desert and sown’
in Arabia are so closely intermixed that members of the same clan may be
nomadic herders or sedentary peasants. The unifying facror is the tribal organiza-
tion, which subsequently came to have a much more important role under Islam
than before.

When Islam spread beyond its home region of the Middle East, it encountered
new environments. The Muslim Arabs regarded the southern shore of the Medi-
terranean, with its dry Mediterranean vegetation and hinterland of desert, as not
very different from the Middle East: Spain resembled Syria to the Muslims. How-
cver, Islam spread further than those environments which even remotely resembled

the Middle East. In the steppes of Central Asia, the dense inhabited plains of

northern India, the jungles of Indonesia and the desiceated lands of sub-Saharan
Aflrica, it became a global civilization, where religion and its cultural baggage

became the sole unifying factor.
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THE ARCHAEOLOGY OF CONQUILST

The tribal origins of the Islamic state are clear: the Umayyad caliphate (661-730),
conquering all before it from Spain to the Chinese frontier, was essentially sup-
ported by the Arab iribesmen. In its metropolitan province of Syria — in the larger
sense of the modern countries of the Levant — it has been compared with the
barbarian kingdoms of the west: a tribal aristocracy dominating a Roman provincial
population, the principal difference being the cxistence of an ideology — Islam
(Crone 1980). The written sources on Umavyad Syria are particularly poor, the
early Arab chroniclers being mainly from Iraq and the east, and the Byzantine
sources are fragmentary. Archacology therefore plays a particularly 1'_11‘gé role in
explaining the characteristics of this short period of rapid change, but the resem-

blance of the material — both the traces of building activity and evidence for pottery
and other production — to their late Roman/Byzantine equivalents makes it difficult
for archacologists to reach a consensus. The Romanists see the continuation of the
empire, and the Islamicists see a new beginning, in the same material. For example,
the octagonal Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem (ap 691-92) is regarded by mam
Byzantinists as a perfect case ol a palaco-Christian marfyrinm, L]i}il‘t':l'lll'(.1i11g' its
differences in function and decoration from Christian architecture (Creswell 1964:
65-131; Fig 27.2). These differences, relatively slight at first sight, are in fact
important because they document a cultural revolution wking place slowly over two
centuries. The archaenlogical remains of this period are also very rich. The Umnavvad’
aristocracy loved decorated architecture, and the subsequent poverty of Syria
during the ninth, renth and cleventh centuries has left the remains on the surface.
Recent archacological work in the Middle Fast has concentrated on those Ronun
cities which were abandoned under Islam. The location of the major cities changed
very quickly after the conguest, partly because ol the closure of the Mediterranean
to international trade during the seventh century; but also because of the orienta-
tion of the Muslim world towards the Middle East rather than the Mediterranean.
We know relatively little about Amman (Philadelphia) in Jordan (Northedge 1993),
Damascus or Homs (Emesa) in Syria, or Tripoli in Libya, because those cities
continue to be important today, whereas we have considerable knowledge of Jerash
(Kraeling 1938; Zavadine 1986, 1989) or Pella in Jordan (MeNicoll ;r al. 1982,
Swmith 1973, 1989; Walmsley 1988), Apamea in Syria (Balty 1981, 1984), or Apol-
lonia in Cyrenaica, cities equally important in the late Roman period, because those
cities disappeared from the map at an early stage, and with relatively little change
after the conquest. The evidence of the excavations at Jerash and Pt:ll'.-l, or Baisan on
the West Bank (Tsafrir and Foerster 1994), has shown considerable continued
small-scale construction and many finds under the Umayyads, but fittle monu-
mental construction and no large mosques. This picture reflects the accounts in the
historical sources of heavy taxation, and probably demonstrates that these cirics
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Figure 27.2 Dome of the Rock, Jerusalem (ap 691-92), Source: Perersen 1995,

remained largely non-Muslim until their abandonment. The preferred Muslim
centres of settlement such as Amman and Damascus received large mosques at an
early date (Fig. 27.3). Theoretical reconstructions, with some support from exca-
vation, illustrate the narrowing of broad colonmaded streets into irregular market
alleys, and have been taken as proof of deterioration from the Roman to a medieval
mentality that was not interested in town planning (Hourani and Stern 1970
Kennedy 1985). One can, however, look at the question differently, and ask whether
the organized town plans of the Hellenistic and Roman periods were not the excep-

tion, and the medieval city plans not simply a return to the pre-Hellenistic plans of

the Iron Age.
The impact of the tribal aristocracy on Syria was very visible. The caliph *Abd
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Figure 27.3 Plan of Umayvyad mosque of Damaseus (v 706-14). Souree: Creswell 1969

al-Malik (685-703) introduced a programme of monumental religious architecture,
beginning with the Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem (I'ig. 27.2), which may have
been intended as an Umayyad sanctuary based on Arabian sanctuaries such as at
Mecea and elsewhere in the pre-Islamic period. At any rate it proved w be the sole
building of its type, for Mecea came to be considered a unique symbol of God’s
intervention on earth (Creswell 1969: 65-131; Hawting 1986: 39-61). His succes-
sors continued the construction of monumental mosques, such as al-Aqsa in Jerusa
lem and the Umayyad mosque of Damascus (Fig. 27.3). These mosques varied in
size from single chambers with a whrab (the niche indicating the direction of
Mecea), found in towns with small Muslim populations, such as at *Ana in Trag
(Northedge et af. 1988: 17-19) and Jerash in Jordan, and in the princely seetle-
ments, to courtyard mosques of about 2,000 square metres in towns of greater
significance o the Umavyads, such as Amman in Jordan (Northedge 1993) or
Rusafa in Syria (Sack 1996), and finally to the courtyard mosques of the grear cities,
10-15,000 square metres in size, such as in Damascus and Harran in Svyria, Madina
in Arabia, and Kufa or Wasit in [raq (Creswell 1969, 1989).

The presence of the tribal aristocracy was also marked by a series of new
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constructions on the desert edge and other traditional Arab settlement areas. Some
come under the heading of the ‘Umayyad Desert Castles’. In their most developed
form, these were complexes of a quasi-feudal nature, composed of a square lightly
fortified residence, an audience hall with bath, a small mosque, a series of houses of
different sizes, together with storehouses and other buildings (Gaube 1979,
Sauvaget 1967). The most perfectly preserved plan is Jabal Sais, located in the bow]
of an extinct volcano in the Syrian desert 105 kilometres from Damascus (Sauvaget
1939), while the most grandiose was the residence of Caliph Hisham (ap 724-43)
outside the walls of Rusafa in Syria (the plan of which is regretrably not vet
published}: four square castles and about thirty other buildings, with a garden
pavilion recently excavated. The hierarchy of the plans suggests the attachment of a
considerable number of followers to the lord in question — who was not necessarily
the caliph, or even a member of the Umayvad clan, in spite of the superficial
tendency today to attribute everything to the caliph — and this hierarchy reflects
well the importance of clientage to a tribe (wald’) during the Umayyad period, The
square castles themselves are subdivided into independent apartments called
Syrian bayts (Arabic for room, apartment, or small house) by Creswell, suggesting
a familial structure of the entourage. The same hierarchy of plan is visible in
the fortified orthogonally planned urban settlements of the period, such as ar
*‘Anjar in Lebanon, where the same elements as in the desert castle complexes are
present, but in a form which resembles a planned Roman city (Northedge 1994;
I'ig, 27.4).

According to the historical sources, the Arab tribal armies in Syria were settled in
existing cities, and the only new foundation was Ramla in present-day Israel,
founded by the Caliph Sulaiman (. 715): regrettably little is known abour its
archaeology, as Ramla is still a substantially sized town, Outside of Syria, the
Muslims settled in new cities, effectively tribal garrison cities, which were generic-
ally called amsdr (singular: misi), though use of this term in the texts is rather vague,
and it is often used to mean simply a major city. The first two amsdr were Kufa and
Basra in Iraq (¢. 637); the organization of their tribal allotments around the mosque
and governor’s palace is well known from textual descriptions, but owing to later
occupation the particular characteristics remain little known from the archaco-
logical point of view, although the governor’s palace at Kufa (Ddr al-{mdra) has
been excavated (Creswell 1969: 46-64). Only at Fustat in Egvpr, later replaced by
Cairo, has a short section of the seventh-century plan been revealed in the recent
Prench excavations at Istabl Antar — two narrow allevs with little booths and
irregular houses (Gayraud 1991),

However, in general it is true to say that, outside the Fertile Crescent and Lgvpr,
the archaeological traces of the transitional period are not very easy to see: the large
investments made in architecture in Syria, and the new cities of Iraq and Egypt, at
least leave easily visible traces. The principal obstacle is the pottery typology, the
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Frenre 274 Plan of ‘Anjar, Lebanon (a0 714131, Source: Petersen 19935 (redrawn by
D Miles-Williams with additions).

main source of dating evidence in the Middle East for building remains which are
not monumental architecture, The principal late Roman fine wares in the Medirer-
rancan ceased to be manufactured at the end of the seventh century, but the first
casily recognizable Islamic types with polvchrome glaze date to two centuries later
{Northedge 1997). As a result, many archacologists have failed to detect eighth- and
ninth-century remains, il they are not obviously new settlements such as Qairawan,
the misr founded in Tunisia in the late seventh century and known for its ninth-
century mosque, In the recent excavations at the sixth-century Byzantine fortress ar
Flaidra in Tunisia, the existence of transitional occupation was only recognized
because settlement continued into the polychrome glaze period. The difficulty of
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identifying new changes until well into the ninth century suggests that, for many
people, lite changed slowly and that there was relatively little economic activity, but
itis also very likely that new work may well alter this picture in the future.

THE CREATION OI' THE NEW CULTURE

In 730 the Umayyad regime was overturned by rhe Abbasid revolution, a genuine
revolution caused by the stresses of rapid societal change, The Umavvads were
accused of being irreligious, the truth of which is evident in the luxurious deco-
ration of their palaces, such as Khirbat al-Mafjar at Jericho, where excavations
revealed large quantities of mosaics and stucco decoration, including sculptures, a
richness of decoration far surpassing their late Roman equivalents (I Tamilton 19593,
Underlying this was the crumbling away of the tribal state, with the increasing
conversion of non-Arabs to Istam — there were scarcely any anti-Islamic revolts —
and the economic dominanee of [rag over Svria, The Abbasid caliphate, established
in Iraq from 750 o 1238, was in fact, at least inicially, a late version of an ancient
Mesopotamian empire, and an urban civilization, building on the bases of Kufa and
Basra. We have little trace ol early Baghdad, founded by al-Mansur in 762, as it lies
under the modern city, but it was much written about and described (Lassner
1970). 1ts reflection survives in the residence of Caliph Harun al-Rashid (786-809)
at Raqqga in Syria, a walled city built in 772 with the mud-brick and pisé palaces of
Rashid scattered ourside the walls (Creswell 1940 39—48; Heusch and Meinecke
1985, 1989}, and in the second temporary capital of the Abbasids at Sumarra’ on the
Tigris to the north of Baghdad (836-92).

At Samarra” (Fig. 27.5) the Abbasids spread their brick and pisé palaces, and the
military cantonments of their Iranian and Turkish army, out over 57 square kilo-
metres of steppe only reoccupied in the last few vears, around several former small
towns, of which Samarra® itsell developed into a city (Creswell 1940 JLssin
Encyclopacdia of Islam 1960—: s.v. Samarra®; Rogers 1970). The massive amount of
data about military installations, Abbasid housing and living conditions, and indus-
trial structures, has only begun to be analysed, in spite of cighty vears of excava-
tions. The Abbasid army was quartered at the capital, not on the frontier, and the
cantonments are composed of grids of streets of small courtyard houses, dominated
by the palace of the general (Northedge 1994). Evidence of hunting in pame
reserves, and horse-racing on courses 10.5 kilometres lone, is also well preserved
(Northedge 19909,

The wealth of the Abbasid state, depicted by the remains of Raqqa and Samarra’,
was based on the land tax (Arabic: Fharaf) — contrary to the conclusion of Hodges
and Whitehouse (1983) — and the main contributor was Irag. Under the late
Sassanians in the sixth century the irrigation system was reorganized, and reached a
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Source: Samarra’ Archacological Surves.
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Fignre 27,6 Map of Nahrawan canal svstem, Irag; north is at the top. Source: Adams 1963,

redrawn with permission of the Samarra’ Archacological Survey.,

high degree of efficiency. Robert Adams, in his classic archaeological surve
southern Iraq, revealed dense areas of village settlement around branch canals
(Adams 1965, 1981; Fig. 27.6). Regrettably, no adequate excavation has yet raken
place of sample villages; the village site of Tell Abu Sarifa in southern Iraq has been
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excavated, but only for its archaeological sequence (Adams 1970). The character of
lite in the Jewish villages can be deduced from the Babylonian Talmud and other
texts {Oppenheimer 1983). The surveys have shown that the system continued to
develop until the carly tenth century: Adams gave the ninth century for the date of
large-scale contraction, but this date now has to be corrected to the tench cenrury,
based on newer pottery dating, and corresponds to a point when the chronicles
lament the dissolution of the Abbasid administration.

The collapse of the Iraqi economy, which did not recover until the twentieth
century, is a central motif of Islamic history, for economic and political power
passed from Iraq to Iran and Egvpt. The reasons for the failure to rebuild the Tragi
svstem, destroved in a relatively brief period of weakness, have proved a subject ol
controversy: was the land becoming uncultivable owing to salinization provoked by
the flood of new irrigation water, as proposed by Adams, or was it that the frag-
mented medieval states which succeeded o palitical power were incapable of the
cffort to rebuild and administer a system of which the longest canal was 223 kilo-
metres? At any rate, the most agriculturally successful regions in the Middle East
subsequently were those that depended on short canals, easily repaired at a local
level, such as in Iran and Egvpe.

The maost visibly successful economic phenomenon, from the late eighth century
onwards, was trade and commercial investment. While the Arabs and ethnically
related peoples had a long tradition of trade, beng situated on the land bridge
berween the Indian Ocean and the Mediterranean, and the western end of the Silk
Road, the initial impetus may have been given by the fact that the taxation system,
which weighed heavily on peasants, scarcely touched merchants in the early dayvs of
Islam. Other factors also plaved a role: the importation of silkworm eges to Byzan-
tium in the sixth century — the revelation of a Chinese commercial seeret — put an
end to the Silk Road, and land transport from China. Arab seafarers penetrated
further than their Sassanian predecessors, and established a colony at Canton from
the middle of the cighth century (Sauvager 1948). At this time new developments in
Chinese ceramic technology, the invention of stoneware, porcelain and polychrome
glazes, provided attractive products worth exporting which are easily visible in the
archacological record (Rougeulle 1991). The relative ease of long-distance transpart
for fragile objects across the Indian Ocean displaced the land route, and concen-
trated in the early period on the Gulll The excavations at Siraf, an entrepot situated
in inhospitable terrain on the Iranian coast, directed by David Whitehouse between
1968 and 1974, have well illustrated the wealth of this trade, even in circumstances
of political conflict (Whitechouse 1970, 1980). However, virtually every other port
excavated on the Red Sea, the Gulf, and the Indian Ocean has revealed a similar
story, lor example Agaba in Jordan (Whitcomb 1988), Sohar in Oman (Costa and
Wilkinson 1987 Kervran 1984), and Julfar in the LEmirates (Hansman 1985;
Hardy-Guilbert 1991). With the decline of Irag, the western terminus became the
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Red Sea, and activity continued to develop until the penetration of European
shipping into the Indian Ocean at the beginning of the sixteenth century.

Chaudhuri (1985), working on the seventeenth-century records of the East India
Company, showed that, although the initial investment in ship and cargo was high,
and there was a certain danger of loss of the ship, the profit realized on safe return
was enormous. In the ninth century at least, profits were invested in local develop-
ment, partly visible in the archacological record, such as extensive COPper mining in
Oman (Costa and Wilkinson 1987), and steatite vessel production in the Saudi
desert, far from the Yemeni origins of the type. But in the end, decline in internal
security probably ended these initiatives, although Weisgerber (1980) sugeests that
exhaustion of potential fuel for smelting terminated copper production. At the
same time, cross-Saharan routes were developed for importation of gold from West
Africa, and coin hoards of ninth-century dirhams in Scandinavia demonsirate
Viking trade along the Volga with the Middle Fast (Hodges and Whitchouse 1983).

The model of the Abbasid caliphate and its world was fundamental to the future
of Islamic civilization. Its administrative systems, its architecture, and even irs
pottery, were imitated both in the east and the west — (or example by the successor
caliphates of the Fatimids in Tunisia and liter in Egypt (909-1171), and the
Umayyads of Spain (758-1010). In both these cases, the monumental architectural
pattern of the Abbasids was followed: fine mosques in the city — al-Azhar in Cairo
and the mosque of Cordoba — and an administrative city outside — Mahdivyva
(916) and Sabra-Mansuriyya (947) in Tunisia, al-Quhira outside Tustat in Egvpt
(969), and Madinat al-Zahra' outside Cordoba in Spain (936). In the west, the
minor architectural details were derived more from the Roman tradition: mosques
were adorned with square buttresses, wall mosaics of glass fesserae as at Cordoba,
and horseshoe arches invented in Syria. In the east, in Irag, Tran and central Asia,
the Samarran tradition of architecture, with round buttresses, decorations in carved
stucco and brick, continued until the twelfth century. Central Asian palaces, such
as at Khulbug in Tajikistan and Lashkari Bazar (FMig. 27.7) in Afghanistan
{Schlumberger 1978; Sourdel-Thomine 1978), both eleventh century, are directly
derived from Samarra’,

THE MEDIEVAL WORLD

"The collapse of the Abbasid caliphate in the second quarter of the tench century led
to the ‘medievalization’ of the Middle East, although the dynasty itsell survived
until the Mongol capture of Baghdad in 1258. The centralized burcaucracy of the
caliphate, however theoretical its effectiveness may have been across the vast dis-
tances from Tunisia to India, was replaced by an ever changing mosaic of states
founded largely by military or tribal leaders with only rudimentary administration,
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Frewre 27.7 The South Palace, Lashkart Bazar, Afghanistan (an 998-1030). Source:
Petersen 1995,

In the course of the financial failure of the caliphate, an informal feudalism was
introduced, the igta’. To pay the army, tax collection rights over a region were
olfered to military leaders in return for providing an agreed number of soldiers;
although the rights were i principal limited, in practice they were not, for officials
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were excluded, Nevertheless, the igta’ did not lead to the kind of formal
relationships of lord, knight and peasant typical of European feudalism.

These relatively ephemeral dynasties lacked legitimacy, which was vested in the
caliph, and the caliph did not control the mosque, which was in the hands of the
‘wlame’, the rehgious scholars. The ‘wlama’ were drawn largely from the ranks of
the urban notables, often merchants. As a result, city and village became autono-
mous entities within the Muslim commonwealth, little — and usually only nega-
tively — influenced by governments and their armies. It was for this reason that
cconomic prosperity was possible in the absence of political stability. In particular,
when an alliance was made between urban and rural institutions and the ruler, such
as under the Saljugs in Iran (1038-1157), a highly suceessful synthesis could take
place, with great economic development, a period which was only terminated by
the Mongol invasions (1219-38). It is unfortunate that, with the exception of Spain
(tor example: Bazzana et af. 1988); very little planned archacological research has
taken place on the evolution of urban and rural society in the medieval period.

Medieval urban sertlement

A substantial number of excavations has brought to light urban data [or the medi-
eval period (eleventh—fourteenth centuries), but it is mostly fragmentary, for two
reasons. In the case of the major medieval cities of Islam, the city is still occupied,
and one can only reconstruct the medieval pattern under the overlay ol later
changes. For example, studies of this type have been made of Damascus (Sack 1989)
and Aleppo (Sauvaget 1941). In the case of abandoned cities, only the two cases of
Qsar es-Seghir in Morocco (Redman 1986; Figs +.9, 16.7), and the port of Siraf in
Iran mentioned earlier have been pursued with adequate persistence, resources and
an overall vision; and not much of the latter excavation has been published in final
form (Whitehouse 1970, 1980). The excavation of Agaba in Jordan has also had
considerable success in revealing an early medieval small port (Whircomb 1988),
Otherwise, greater or lesser areas of many cities have been cleared, only revealing
parts of streets and houses without relationship to urban structure. In Iran, ex-
cavations have been published of Gurgan (Kiani 1983) and Nishapur (Wilkinson
1986); in Kazakhstan, Otrar (Baipakov 1992); in Syria, the citadel of Hama, Balis-
Meskene and Mayadine; in Turkey, Samsat (Redford 1995); in Egypt, Fustat and
the port of Qusair al-Qadim on the Red Sea (Whitcomb and Johnson 1978, 1982).
Nevertheless, these excavations have normally brought to light rich finds, in
particular large quantities of evidence for the evolution of ceramic production,
The essential problem is that urban structure was evidently different in medieval
Islam from medieval Europe. The urban studies of surviving later Islamic cities,
such as those of Damascus and Aleppo mentioned above, and studies based on
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textual evidence (such as Lapidus 1967), show this clearly. The stereotypical physi-
cal model of the Islamic city, with its narrow alleys leading to the bazaar and the
mosque, which was an oasis of peace at the heart ot a densely inhabited city without
open spaces (von Grunebaum 1961), is hardly likely to have been true of all Islamic
cities during the millennium and a half of the religion’s existence, and across the
vast distances [rom Spain to India. Only archaeology can really answer this ques-
tion, but it has not yet done so,

One question is that of fortification {Creswell 1952; Encyelopaedia of fslam
1960— s.v. Sur [City Fortification]). Earlier Islamic cities were either not fortified,
such as Baghdad, Samarra” and Fustar (Cairo) in the eighth and ninth centuries, or
they followed the traditions of late Roman urban fortification, with regularly spaced
projecting towers and no citadel. A citadel does not seem o have been built in
Damascus untl the eleventh century. Ie was the Crusades and their military tech-
nical developments that led to the construction of massive new citadels in Cairo,
Damascus and Aleppo (Fig. 27.8) at the end of the owelfth and beginning of the

Figare 27.8 Plan ol gateway o the Citadel of Aleppo, built by al-Zahir Ghazi in 1200-10),
Source: Petersen 1995,
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thirteenth centuries. Politics also played a role: it was at this poinl that sultans
came to live in urban citadels. In later Islamic cities, citadels of considerable dimen-
sions were buill to accommodate palatial residences of the rulers, as for example in
1321 at Tughlugabad outside Delhi in India (Shokoohy and Shokoohy 1994; Iig.
279, or the eighteenth-century Arg at Bukhara in Uzbekistan, Urban fortifications
were also later dominated by massive bastions, such as the thirteenth-century round
tower at the entrance to the harbour at Antalya in Turkey. However, Islamic
fortifications, although they installed Ioopholes for cannons, did not develop a new
defensive architecture to adapt to the possibilities of firearms, as occurred i
Furope.

Considerable evidence of urban domestic architecture has now been recovered
from excavation, to the extent thar it would now be possible to write a history of the
Muslim house from Roman times to the present day. There is a considerable litera-
ture on the architecture and functioning of the house in the Middle East, written
mainly by architects (for example: Warren and Fethi 1982), but this is based princi-
pally on surviving houses not more than a century or two old. The interesting but

e

Palace
Area

|
Tomb aof
T Ghiyath-ud-Din b

Tughlug

Frgare 27,9 Plan of Tughlugabad, Dethi (1321). Source: Petersen 1995,
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static vision of this literature can now be flled out by excavation results to reveal a
significant chronological evolution. All the carly Islamic houses that have been
found are based on the courtvard plan inherited from Antquity — the eastern
Roman empire and the Near Fastern tradition, Even in the eighth century there are
some rare cases where it is possible to distinguish a house inhabited by Muslims
rather than by Christians — for example a house at the Amman Ciradel destroved
with its contents in the carthquake of 747 and excavated by Harding (1951), or the
carly houses of Fustat (Gayraud 1991). The desert castles of the Umayyad period
are characterized by the subdivision of their accommodation into separate apart-
ments, suggesting the complexities of the extended family, and this type of sub-
division was carried over into larger town houses, for example at "Anjar in Lebanon
(713) (Fig. 27.4), or Samarra’ in Iraq (836-92). The specialized room functions
found in larger Roman houses disappeared, and were replaced by a simple structure

of reception rooms, multiple side rooms, kitchens and store-rooms, It 1s evident that
what are called reception rooms were in fact the living rooms of the house, at least
for the men, The form of the reception room in the Middle Fast became inereas-
ingly that of the gras, a hall open on one side to the courtvard, first used in Parthian
Mesopotamia in the second century ab, The swan is common in the castern Islamic
world, and in Syria and Egvpt, bur did not spread to the western Mediterranean.
The limitations on space in cities did not permit the complicated plans to be found
at Samarra’. The smaller houses of the ninth century have one, two or four s
and a number of side-rooms on a courtvard, as at Siral o Iran (minth—tenth cen-
turies), or the levels of the same period at Fustat in Egypt (Fig. 27.10). This type of
plan is carried over into thirteenth-century Syria, for example at Mavadine, or the
Avyubid palace in the Citadel of Aleppo. From the eleventh—twelfth cenruries
onwards, but not before, the installation of stone or brick benches intended to be
laid with carpets for sitting on has been commonly observed. Nevertheless, in the
smaller houses, there is no trace of the separation of the sexes, such as in a harem
the strict segregation of women was limited to the upper classes,

The picture is much brighter for urban monumental architecture, mainly
religious, where this has been preserved within the matrix of fater cities, Mosques,
madrasas (theological schools), and mausolea from the medieval period have been
widely preserved (Hillenbrand 1994). On the other hand not many of the palaces
and large houses of the political élite have survived, apart from the houses of the
Mamluks in Cairo. The political élite being transitory, it was not necessary to
preserve the houses of vanished princes. The mosques, madresas and mausolea
served an ongoing function in the urban sociery. While the mosque obviously
served as the focal point of the citv's or quarter's praver, the salaries of the mmam
(praver leader) and muezzin being paid from the state budget or a wagf (religious
endowment), the institution of the madrasa, having appeared in carly form probably
in the tenth century, has continued to evolve until today, mainly for the trmming of
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Frgure 27,10 Medicval house plan of the pre-Mongol period, Mery, Turkmenistan
{twellth—thirreenth centuries), Source: Petersen 1995,

the personnel who served in the religious institutions. Larse numbers of mausolea
have survived, cither because they were situated outside of the city, and their ruins
have been preserved, or because they were situated in the cities and continued to be
maintained, being included in the endowment of mosque—madrasa complexes, or
because they served as the focus of saint veneration. Although this religious archi-
tecture served a [unction within the society, much of it has the names of emirs and
sultans on it, to the extent that one recent book has deseribed Islamic art as £55¢eT-
tially a royal art (Brend 1991). In part it was the political élite that had access to
sufficient capital funds (Lapidus 1967: 195-210), but also in an autocratie society it
was not always wise for others to be ostentatious. )

Trade and production

Several sections of medieval bazaars

s have been identified in excavation, such as ar
Siraf in Iran, and at Palmyra in Syria, but it is not possible to conclude much more
at present than the simple observation that they were composed of small booths
aligned on bath sides of a street. In the state-built palace complexes, there is clear
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evidence of formal market construction composed of long lines of shops along an
avenue, as found at Samarra’ in al-Mutawakkiliyya (861} and Balkuwara (c. 834),
and at Lashkari Bazar in Afghanistan (built 995-1030). Allen hypothesizes that a
courtyard building attached to the marker ar Lashkari Bazar may have been
intended for the market supervisor, the mufitasid (Allen 1990). These formal mar-
kets were probably intended for provisioning the army, as individual soldiers would
have been responsible for feeding themselves.

The architectural evidence of the traditional Islamic trading system — the urban
Ehan which served as an entrepot for the arrival of a caravan’s merchandise, and the
carav,

anserai which served as a stopping point along the traditional high-roads of
the Middle East — is rather late in date, Although admonirtions to princes to provide
halting places in the desert can be found i texts as early as the beginning of Islam,
the earliest buildings one can identify as having been constructed as caravanserais
may be as late as the eleventh century. The first great wave of caravanseral construc-
tion took place in Anatolia under the Saljugs in the first half of the thirteenth
century, and thenceforth the provision for the trains of donkeys and camels that
criss-crossed the Middle East became more and more elaborate up to the nineteenth
century. Earlier than this time, it may be that accommodation was provided in forts
along the road, such as at Ornek to the east of Dzhambul in Kazakhstan (Northedge
and Rousset 1993). Surviving urban khans go back to the fourteenth century
m Cairo, but 1t 1s highly probable that earlier courtvard structures identified in
archacological work served similar functions of storage and exchange.

In comparison to the extensive lists in texts and archives of products traded, the
archacological evidence from excavation remains fragmentary for the moment.
Although considerable suceess has been achieved in identifving products from the
[ndian subcontinent on ancient Near Eastern sites, such as cloves, a similar level of
work for the Islamic period is only just beginning. An interesting comparison lor
the importation of woods has been carried out on the materials excavated at the port
of Qusair al-Qadim on the Red Sea coast of Egypt; in the Roman period many of
the wood types were typical of India, whereas in the Islamic period all the tvpes
could be aceounted for from rhe Nile valley (Hiebert 1991), Without doubt this
difference 15 an indicator of the activity of one port, for the texts indicate the
importance of woods, notably teak, as imports from the Indian subcontinent in
Islamic times.

The most extensive work in the domain ol trade and production has been done
on pottery. Pottery plays a much larger role in excavation finds in the Middle Fast
than in some other parts of the world, because of its quantity and state of preserva-
tion even i adverse environmental conditions. Although relatively few kiln-sites
have been excavated, more extensive work has been done on the geographical and
chronological distribution of excavation finds. Tt is evident that near the beginning
of the Islamic period, probably in the early ninth century, a revolution occurred in
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the production of finewares, which led to the replacement of the classical tradition
of glossy finishes, and the Mesopotamian tradition of monochrome glazes, by poly-
chrome glazed earthenwares (Northedge 1997). There is no doubt that the tech-
nical advances made in China a century carlier in the invention of stoneware,
porcelain and Tang three-colour earthenwares (san-tsai) — products imported to
the Middle East (Rougeulle 1991) — stimulated Middle Fastern POLLers 1o new
ideas, which then spread rapidly. The new ideas included decoral 1ve technigues not
thought of in China, particularly metallic lustre painting. Nevertheless over the
centuries the new advances which emerged from China, such as blue and white
porcelain from the fourteenth century onwards, continued to dominate Muslim
taste; for example, fifteenth-century finewares are frequently imitations of blue and
white or celadon, In the twelfth century, or possibly a little carlier, 1 new stonepaste
body, of silica with a small admixture of white clay and glaze, was invented to
simulate the undiscovered secret of porcelain, and this fabric was used on finewares
until modern times,

While Islamic pottery was much exported to Fast Africa and elsewhere in the
Indian Ocean from the ninth century onwards (Horton 1986), the Chinese seem not
to have been interested in pottery from the Middle Fast: however, they did appre-
ciate Islamic glass, which has been found in a number of tombs, and temple
treasuries. Although the quantity of Islamic glazed wares found on European
medieval sites is not large, the technical superiority of Islamic pottery was appre-
ciated by medieval Europeans, as can be seen in the bacind, Tslamic elazed bowls
which were used to decorate the exterior of two eleventh-century churches in Pisa,
and the invitations to muddjur potters living in Valencia in Spain after the
Recongnista to work in France (Amigues 1992), The interesting point to note is that
the technical advances in ceramics made by the Chinese were already having a
world-wide effect, if indirect, long before the arrival of European explorers in the
[ndian Ocean in the sixteenth century,

It is equally interesting to note that excavation has shown that the increasing
sophistication in fineware production, concentrated in a few specialist centres, was
accompanied by a decline in unglazed commonwares. From the thirteenth century
onwards, in the regions of the Arab Middle East, commonwares in rural areas are
often handmade, roughly potted, and painted with elaborate primitive designs, A
cognate process took place in North Africa, where the modern traditional pottery of
Tunisia, Algeria and Moroceo reflects a similar evolution, and probably also
appeared not earlier than the thirteenth century, It remains controversial why this
happened, but it probably reflects the economic relationship between village and
city,
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Rural settlement and agriculture

Study of the evidence lor the evolution of rural society in mcdi_cvn[ timwé has bct:n
limi[;d. Many archacologists have observed that occupation of the land n I.sl-.umc
times was slighter in terms of numbers of sites th;ln_ n rhc'l{nnmn or cqm\-'u]cm‘
periods. For example, the UNESCO Libyvan Valleys HLn\u in th region south n{_
Tripoli found many fewer Islamic sites than R[mm_rl {Sjostrom 1‘_:‘93_)_ Iiu.rg.c :1(|'cu.t.]:)f‘
[raq surveyved by Adams had no Islamic occupation (_-\Li-._u'n.k; 1965, 1981). On 1 ¢
other hand in Syria there are more thirteenth-century sites than Roman ones in
some survey areas (Bartl 1994; Northedge 1931), : 5
Watson .:;uagcr-;tcd that importation of new crop types from the I’u Fast may
have 1‘L’duccd- the land area necessary for cultivaton (Watson l‘)H_T}). he truth is
certainly more complex. Nomadic animal-breeding was more important l:h-.m
before. Parmers may have adapted betrer to the possibilities of the l;n_ul, and given
up the cultivation of steep slopes which were cx]mlr;ui to cr[)si{}n.l Minor L‘ll\‘]l'(ll)l—
mental chaneges made different areas more productive. The most unp'[)rl':m[ 1I'.!L‘[:1I,
however, \\'u; probably sccurity. Agglomeration 01'. :;clTlu1jan into I.nlllo]j villages
typical of medieval Traly was not possible in the Middle East, apart from in moun-
rziin areds. Security was in the fortificd town, and the arcas which could be .L'LllLI-
vated around it. Nevertheless, in the only detailed study of the L'Ih'.]!':l('ll.'l' ol rural
settlement made so far, at Khirbar Farts on the Kerak plateau in __[m'd_-.m, Johns
(1994} has concluded thar the evidence shows a continuum of occupation in the area

from Roman times to the present.

CONCLUSION

This brict survey points to the usefulness of archacology as @ source for the |'IlH[£J.lj_\
ol Islam. The archacology of Islam is not the archacology of a religion, but 1":1].]1L,‘I' ala
single world culture in the same way as Roman archacology, I"Im\u\ er, |S1'1'.‘li'_l'l 151 n_mch
mr)hrr: diffuse culture combining many different geographical regions in a single
civilization. Over most of its spread, though not all, it ok with 1 r_hu _cu]rur;\l
stern origins: the architecture, the patterns of living, and

baggage of 1ts Maddle

the stvles of art. It is for this reason that it is possible to compare the {‘EJ]‘I'.];L.‘S.‘;—|"]"11'.UT‘L‘
of Tu-gllluq-.ﬂ_r.ld outside Delhi in India (1321) with the .'\”1:1['1'1]“’:1. at (.Tl'i'l]]?ltl]'.l. 1:;
Spain, developed over several phases in the same century. In thu‘c::xt‘ rwas I'n:llljl ._\ .:J

Iranian inspiration, though the Iranians themselves th'.v\\ llL'.".l\'llr_\:‘nl'l ancient Meso-
potamia. In the Mediterranean it was principally Syro l;g_\'pu:m. I'herole of -.u'ch-.lLl-::-
logy in Islam, as evervwhere in historical archacology, is to explore the alternative

visions of the past that material evidence offers, and tw fill out the aspects of [Fmt
past that authors of the time were unable to see, or thought teo familiar to explain,
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At the time of writing there are no worthwhile general studies of the wchacology of the
Islamic world, or even interpretative studies of particular periods. Ivis partcularly impor

tant to have an understanding ol the history ol the Islamic world: the Caomdridee History of
Lsdione provides a brief introduction, and the Longman Fistory of the Near Eust series, edited
by P. &L Hole, provides sufficient detail for archacologists. Kennedy (1986) is the best
e History of Troe s derailed and

intraduction to the carly period. For Iran, the Cambr
useful. For Islamic architecture, the most comprehensive starting point is Hillenbrand
(1494). For the mosque, a particular but comprehensive approach can be found in Golvin
(1974-78). Adams (1963, TU81) provides a classic discussion of long-term patterns of rural
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