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Socioeconomic Status 

Family Differences 

Available resources 



 AKA SES  

 “An individual’s or group’s position within a 
hierarchical social structure… [SES] depends on a 
combination of variables, including occupation, 
education, income, wealth, and place of 
residence.”  

 

 

 

 
 

 Socioeconomic Status. (n.d.). In Dictionary.com. Retrieved from 
http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/socioeconomic+status 



 

 Parenting Styles 

 Are they demanding and responsive, are they 

more demanding that responsive, or visa versa?  

 authoritative, authoritarian, indulgent and 

indifferent 

Divorced vs. Non-Divorced 

 Are there two head figures of the household 

or is there only one? 

 Abuse within the family 



Where is the home located?  

 Smaller town vs. bigger town 

What can the school programs offer them? 

 Are there any after school opportunities or 

extracurricular activities? 

What opportunities are available to the child 

in respect to SES! 



 Originally designed by Robert Bradley and Bettye 

Caldwell 

 Many studies have surfaced as a result of Bradley 

and Caldwell’s research  

  “a descriptive profile which yields a systematic 

assessment of the caring environment in which 

the child is reared. The primary goal of the 

instrument is to measure…the quality and 

quantity of stimulation and support available to 

a child in the home environment.” (Totsika & 

Sylva, 2004). 







 Vasiliki Totsika & Kathy Sylva 

 Explain a bit what the HOME is, as I have 
stated a bit before.  

Quoting Bradley and Caldwell’s work in 1984, 
Totsika & Sylva explain the three main 
factors that led to the creation of Home: 
 A) “the realisation of the importance of the 

environment's contribution to the cognitive 
development of children” 

 B) “The inadequacy of the environmental 
measures used until then [(mainly just SES)]” 

 C) “The need for a comprehensive environmental 
assessment when planning interventions” 

 



 As a predictor of cognitive development 
 There does seem to be a correlation between Home and 

cognitive measures. HOME scores obtained after age 2 have 
better correlations with mental test scores than correlations 
between very early HOME scores (6-12 months old) (Totsika & 
Sylva, 2004). 

 SES and HOME scores: moderatly connected but can also be 
individual (Totsika & Sylva, 2004). 

 research suggests that 40% of HOME inventory can be 
attributed to genetic factors (Totsika & Sylva, 2004). 

 As a predictor of attachment 
 Caregiver reactiveness is often observed in HOME 

 caregivers who exhibited more sensitivity and responsiveness 
in HOME were more likely to have securely attached children. 
(Totsika & Sylva, 2004). 

 Ethnic differences 
 Using Bradley and collegues’ work in a longitudinal study, 

Totsika & Sylva  

 relationships between HOME scores, SES, and cognitive 
measures were not the same across different ethnicities.  



 (Totsika & Sylva, 2004) 

Disability and Poverty 
 HOME Screening Questionnaire (HSQ) is useful for 

screening the HOME and identifying 
environmentally-caused learning difficulties in 
the case that the caregiver has a learning 
disability or the family is in poverty. 

Medical Problems 
 HOME may be used in clinical practice to guide 

interventions for medically fragile children. 

 Poverty 
 “The HOME scores of children coming from poor 

families are significantly different than those of 
children from non-poor families” 



 Intervention Programs! 

 Interventions Targeting Cognitive 

Development 

 Educational Day Care Program 

 Works in both low risk and high risk children. 

 Compared to those who did not attend Educational 

Day Care but rather tried an intervention inside the 

home, Educational Day Care Programs increased child 

cognitive development significantly. 

 Interventions in Parent-Infant Relationships 

 Combo Interventions 
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 HOME has been 
successful and is easy to 
administer 

 Procedure is not 
threatening to family or 
child 

  Combining interviews 
and observation 
provides more detailed 
aspects on the child. 

 It allows you to see a 
what type of 
intervention may be 
best or if an 
intervention is needed! 

 

 It can’t really be used 
alone. You will need to 
combine  

 There is no 
standardized procedure 
for administration. 

 Ethnic Differences.  


