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Mary, an international student who just arrived in Japan, talks to a Japanese student.

0,

o »H 7 .

1 AT V) =~
Mearii

s =L :
Takeshi
»n b )

3 AT VN —:
Mearii

s =L ¢

Takeshi

TAIEA, W TALTT A,
Sumimasen. Ima  nanji desu ka.
Un 9 KL IRATT,

Juuniji han desu.

Bhryesd TXwi T,

Arigatoo gozaimasu.

VWAV E
lie.

— W ¥ B
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L LD, ) drE2nwTTdr,
Takeshi Ano, ryuugakusee desu ka.

ATV =1 ZZ. TYSFEOHLD 3 2WTT,

Mearii

Ee. Arizona daigaku no gakusee desu.

=L ZITTH. BABAKR RATTD,

Takeshi Soo desu ka. Senmon wa nan desu ka.

f &

n

A7) =2 12EAZTTH. Wi 12hAunTtT,

Mearii

Nihongo desu. Ima  ninensee desu.

(1)

S

Mary: Excuse me. What time is it now?
Takeshi: It's half past twelve.

Mary: Thank you.

Takeshi: You're welcome.

N,
{ I)

Takeshi: Um . . . are you an international student?
Mary: Yes. I am a student at the University of Arizona.
Takeshi: 1 see. What is vour major?

Mary: Japanese. 1 am a sophomore now.
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“Tt is 12:30." “I am a student.” “My major is the Japanese language.” These sentences
will all be translated into Japanese using an appropriate noun and the word desu.

~TT, i - -

UwIdIzUCIXATT. (D is half past twelve.

Juuniji han desu.

L BWTT, (I) am a student.

Gakusee desu.

B ATTT, (My major) is the Japanese language.

Nihongo desu.

" uI ”
.

and “my major”
found in their English counterparts. Sentences without subjects are very common in

Note that none of these sentences has a “subject,” like the “it,

Japanese; Japanese speakers actually tend to omit subjects whenever they think it is
clear to the listener what or who they are referring to.

What are we to do, then, when it is not clear what is being talked about? To make explicit
what we are talking about, we can say:

13 1ZI3AZTTY., | is the Japanese language.

wa nihongo desu.

Where ~ stands for the thing that is talked about, or the “topic,” which is later in
the sentence identified as niliongo. For example,

HALALZ IZIBATTY, (My) major is the Japanese language.

Senmon wa nihongo desu.

Similarly, one can use the pattern X wa Y desu to identify a person or a thing X as item
¥

XY TY, XisV.As for X, it is Y.

br-Li X—- . —‘%"A i g8 [ am Sue Kim.

Watashi wa Suu Kimu desu.
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BRFLEIAIR BAENWTT, Mpr. Yamashita is a teacher.

Yamashita san wa sensee desu.

RF)—%213 T2AVALATT, Maryis an American.

Mearii san wa amerikajin desu.

Wa is a member of the class of words called “particles.” So is the word no, which we will
turn to later in this lesson. Particles attach themselves to phrases and indicate how the
phrases relate to the rest of the sentence.

Note also that nouns like gekusee and sensee in the above examples stand alone, unlike
their English translations “student™ and “teacher,” which are preceded by “a.” In
Japanese, there is no item that corresponds to “a,” nor is there any item that corresponds
to the plural “-s” at the end of a noun. Without background situations, a sentence like
gakusee desu is therefore ambiguous between the singular and the plural interpretations;
it may mean “We are/vou are/they are students,” as well as “I am/you are/she is a
student.”

Question Sentences

It is very easy to form questions in Japanese. Basically, all you need to do is add A«
at the end of a statement.

NI A BWTT, w3 A ENTT
Ryuugakusee desu. Ryuugakusee desu ka.
(I am) an international studenl. (Are vou) an international student?

The above sentence, Rvuugakusee desu ka, is a “yes/no” question. Question sentences
may also contain a “question word” like zan’ (what). In this lesson, we learn how to ask,
and answer, questions using the following question words: nanji (what time), nansai
(how old), nannensee (what year in school). Note carefully that the order of words in a
sentence may be quite different from what you find in your language.

BALAIL BATT V. (BALAIZ) Z2VWITTT,
Senmon wa nan desu ka. {(Senmon wa) eego desu.
What is your major? (My major) is English.

't is not customary to write a question mark at the end of a question sentence in Japanese.

2The Japanese question word for “what™ has two pronunciations: nzan and neni. Nan is used immediate-
ly before desu or before a “counter” like ji (o’clock). The other form, nani, is used before a particle.
Nani is also used in the combination nanijin (person of what nationality).

5

\
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WE ZALTT A, (w3) € 0T,

Ima  nanji desu ka. (Ima) kuji desu.

What time is il now? It is nine o’clock.

& B n R

ATV =241 BAZIWTTH, LwiXxnp) 3wy,
Mearii san wa nansai desu ka. Juukyuusai desu.

How old are you, Mary? I'm nineleen years old.
LARAENWTT S, IZRABWTT,
Nannensee desu ka. Ninensee desu.

What vear are you in college? I'm a sophomore.
TABLITATIHIIE TATTH, 186 DT343T ¥,

Denwa bangoo wa nan desu ka. Ichi hachi roku no nana san yon san desu.
What is vour telephone nwmber? It is 186-7343.

noun,® noun,

No is a particle that connects two nouns. The phrase Toozai daigaku no gakusee means
“(a) student at Tozai University.” The second noun gaekusee provides the main idea”
(being a student) and the first one Toozai daigaku makes it more specific (not a high
school, but a college student). No is very versatile. In the first example below, it acts like
the possessive (“x’s”) in English, but that is not the only role no can play. See how it
connects two nouns in the following examples.

EZOBLIEAD TALITATH Takeshi’s phone number
Takeshi san no  denwa bangoo
ZWhi D AR a college professor
daigaku no sensee
IZIZACD W a student of the Japanese language
nihongo no gakusee
IZIZAD 72wl @ college in Japan

nihon no  daigaku

Observe that in the first two examples, the English and Japanese words are arranged in
the same order, while in the last two, they are in the opposite order. Japanese seems to
be more consistent in arranging ideas here; the main idea always comes at the end, with
any further description placed before it.

*Here is what we mean by the “main idea.” In the phrase Takeshi san no denwa bangoo (Takeshi’s
phone number), the noun denwa bangoo (phone number) is the main idea, in the sense that if something
is Takeshi's phone number, it is a phone number. The other noun Takeshi san is not the main idea.
because Takeshi's phone number is not Takeshi.



noun, @ noun,

T
main idea

further restriction

HLEAD BrbSAliz (2290 #ARY T,

'ﬁ:keshi san no okaasan wa kookoo na sensee desu,
Takeshi’s mother is a high school teacher.

FE154

A phrase of the form “noun: #o noun:” acts more or less like one big noun. You can put
it wherever yvou can put a noun. as in the following example:

HDP Ano indicates that you have some reservations aboul saying what
vou are going to say next. You may be worried about interrupting some-
thing someone is currently doing. or sounding rude and impolite for asking
personal questions, for example.

[FLV/ ZZ P Both hai and ee mean “ves” in response to yes-no questions.
Compared to hai, ee is more conversational and relaxed. In more informal
situations, un is used.

Hai is also used to respond to a knock at the door or to the calling of one’s
name, meaning “Here,” as follows. (Ee cannot he replaced in this case.)

T AT

Teacher;: AI AZA? My, Smith?
Sumisu san?

Student: (E\a. Here.
Hai

FS5TTH P Soo desu ka acknowledges that vou have understood what
was just said. “Is that so?” or “I see.”

Pronunciation of [&» The particle {3 is pronounced “wa.” not “ha.” It
should be written with 1Z. All other instances of “wa™ are written with .

Expression Notes|

o
Ao
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bhlzLdD TADLIEAZ 313 37-8667TH,

Watashi no denwa bangoo wa san nana no hachi roku roku nana desu.
My telephone number is 37-8667.

There are a few exceptions, such as konnichiwa (good afternoon) and
konbanwa (good evening). They are usually written with CAIIC5E and Z
AWEALR.

Numbers P Manyv number words have more than one pronunciation. Refer
to the tahle at the end of this book for a general picture.

0 £ . and #1\» are both commonly used.

1 W5, but pronounced as Vi< in V3= 3tA (one minute) and Vo
V3 (one-vear old).

2 iz all the time. When you are reading out each digit separately,
as when you give your phone number, it may be pronounced with
a long vowel, as (Zvs.

3 & A all the time. The part that follows it may change shape, as
in XA5A, instead of TALA.

4 XA is the most basic, but fourth-year student is L4 A ¥ and
four o'clock is & U. In some combinations that we will later
learn, it is read as L (as in L#%2, April). The part that follows
this number may change shape too, as in LA FA.

5 Z all the time. When read out separately, it may be pronounced

with a long vowel, as Z' 9.

5 £, but pronounced as A= in 5-55A.

77 is the most basie, but seven o'clock is L% L.

12 %, but usually pronounced as - in -3 A and - 3w,

% » 5 is the most basic, but nine o’clock is { L.

10 Uw 3, but pronounced as Uw - in Cw->5A and Co- S\,

@O 00 =) o

Giving one’s telephone number P The particle no is usually placed in
between the local exchange code and the last four digits. Therefore, the
number 012-345-6789 is zero ichi ni, san yon go no, roku nana hachi kyuu.

BAELI» The word sensee is usually reserved for describing somebody
else's occupation. Watashi wa sensee desu makes sense, bul may sound
slightly arrogant, because the word sensee actually means an “honorable
master.” If you (or a member of your family) are a teacher, and if you want
to be really modest, you can use the word kyooshi instead.

AP San is placed after a name as a generic title. It goes both with a given
name and a family name. Children are referred to as chan (and boys in



particular as Aun), rather than as san. Professors and doctors are usually
referred to with the title sensee. San and other title words are never used in
reference to oneself.

Referring to the person you are talking to » The word for “vou.” anata, is
not very commonly used in Japanese. Instead, we use the name and a title
like san and sensee to refer to the person you are talking to. Therefore, a
sentence like “Ms. Hart, are you Swedish?” should be:

it & k ¥ 2 £ XA

NW—brBAR AT 2T LCATT N,

Haato san wa sueedenjin desu ka.

& & T E T A
instead of "— P FA, BERE A7 —FLLATTN,
Haato san, anata wa sueedenjin desu ka.

Japanese names P When Japanese give their name, they say their family
name first and given name last. Usually, they don’t have middle names.
When they introduce themselves, they often say only their family name.
Here are some typical Japanese names.

Family name Given name

Men Women
kS AL [ R R
Satoo Hiroshi Yuuko
T wi3i9 H{H
Suzuki Ichiroo Megumi
el AL {AH
Takahashi Kenji Kumiko
bads g D5 E Z2BA
Tanaka Yuuki Naomi
wkj F3VA TR

Itoo Masahiro Kyooko
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1)95SL (Numbers)
¥o/
zero ree
Wi I Cwiwnh 30 XAUw»nI
ichi juuichi sanjuu
i< 12 Uw? iz 40 XAU®»I
ni juuni yonjuu
A 13 UnI 32A 50 TUwI
san juusan gojuu
YA/ LA(X) 14 UwiLA/UnIlL 60 5L
yon shi  (yo) juuyon juushi rokujuu
- 5 w3y 70 Z%Uw3
go juugo nanajuu
% 16 Uw I 3¢ 80 dHUwI
roku juuroku hachijuu
/LB 17 Lwi%%/Un»Iilb 90 ZwIilwI
nana shichi juunana juushichi kyuujuu
(g2 18 Lwiids 100 T+ <
hachi juuhachi hyaku
09 /¢ 19 Uwixwi/Lwil
kyuu ku juukyuu juuku
w9 20 12Ulw?
juu nijuu

A. Read the following numbers.
5 (b) 9 (€) 7 d | (e) 10
8 g 2 (h) 6 (i) 4 (i) 3

B. Read the following numbers. [
45 (b) 83 (c) 19 (d) 76 (e) 52
00 (#) 38 th) 61 (i) 24 (i) 97

C. What are the answers? [
543 () 941 (c) 3+4 d 6—6 (e 10+9 (f) 8—T7 (& 40—25

(a)
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D UK (Time) .
|
|

WwWH U AL ® g g b .
ichiji sanji yoji goji
g
v L L&ELU x50 (U ULw9 U
rokuji shichiji hachiji kuji juuji
f
Lpinwbl CwHicl Wb UitA
juuichiji juuniji ichiji han

A. Look at the following pictures and answer the questions.

Example: Q: w3 LA UTTH. Ex.

Ima nanji desu ka.

A wbLUIRATT,
Ichiji han desu.

n (
()

2) (3

(5 (6

) (5
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B. Answer the questions. @

Example:

|

Tookyoo wa

A

Gozen

ima nanji desu ka.

A AUTT,

sanji desu.

1. London 6:00 p.m. o 5

/' \/a. Stockholm
\ Lﬂ}f/ 7:00 P.M.
:'- s 4. New Delhi

'\/ﬂ A 11 30 p.m.

\/\
__x

3. Nairobi
9:00 p.m.

"\..{,L, Tokyo

3:00 Am.

S —5. Bangkok
o 1:00 am.

\/\JLI_G Sydney

4:00 an.

1) ThDIEATS (Telephone Numbers)

QIEI32291 wg TAUTTS,

- O

\

)< 7. New York

1:00 .M.

8. Rio de Janeiro
3:00 P

A. Read the following people's telephone numbers. ()

Example: %° 3 L 7= 2839547 —
Yamashita

1. A7) — 951-0326
Mearii

2. =L 362-4519
Takeshl

3. X-— 691-4236
Suu
s I 5 ¥

4, asN—} 852-1032
Robaato

ICRBEIAD 29w

ni hachi san no

kyuu go

CEATY

yon nana

B. Pair Work—Read the dialogue below with your partner.

A:TABLIZATHIIE RATTH,

Denwa bangoo wa

B : 283-9547T¥.

Ni hachi san no kyuu go

nan desu ka.

yon nana desu.
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A : 283-9547T7 #a.

Ni hachi san no kyuu go yvon nana desu ne.

B:@vw, £5TT,

Hai, so0 desu.

C. Group Work—Use the dialogue above and ask three classmates their telephone

numbers.

name telephone number
( ) ( )
( ) ( )
( ) ( )

W ICFEASD HLKEN
Translate the following phrases into Japanese using @ (no).

Example: student of the Japanese language — I2I3IA T < ¥\

nihongo no gakusee
1. my teacher 2. my telephone number
3. my name 4. Takeshi's major
5. Maryv's friend 6. student of the University of London
7. teacher of the Japanese language 8. high school teacher

B B D W 2 00 n

WOXPU—=EAEE PAUBUATT
Look at the chart on the next page and describe each person using the cues
in (a) through (e).
L 3L %A 2. A—32A4 3 ON—F3A 4 3 LERAEL

Takeshi san Suu san Robaato san Yamashita sensee

(a) nationality

H B } w» .y S, (T s A N ow
Example: X7 ) —3A — XTYV—3AQ TAVALATT,
Mearii san Mearii san wa amerikajin desu.

(b) year in school
Example: ;f F) =84 — ;‘ ;’ ) —X A0 IchAdnwet,

Mearii san Mearii san wa ninensee desu.
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(c) age
H A N & H s " W
Example: ATV —3A — AT7V—%2AX Ui i) XnTT,
Mearii san Mearii san wa juukyuu sai desu,
(d) school
A L » B 1 2 "N ¥ 8
Example: A7 VYV —3A — ATV—=3A TNVV/FHEWD LD
Mearii san Mearii san wa Arizona daigaku no
L EWTT,
gakusee desu.
(e) major
@ B N &Hhr » Y Ay
Example: X7V —%XA — XTNV—=24AD ¥ALAIT I2I13AZTT,
Mearii san Mearii san no senmon wa nihongo desu.
. | s L - . LI LAY
Hart, Mary Kimura Takeshi Kim, Sue Smith, Robert Yamashita sensee
Korean - British
Nationality American Japanese (BAZ(LA) | UX)ALA) Japanese
= kankokujin | igirisujin
Year 2nd year 4th vear 3rd vear 4th year - e sl
Age 19 22 20 22 47
School U. of Arizona| Tozai Univ. | Seoul Univ. |U. of London| Tozai Univ.
N . history computer business J- =
- : ¥ a Lo r L ay dapanese
Major Japanese (iLxL) (avyPa—=7=)| (F¥z2R) (Japa
Ay teacher)
rekishi konpyuutaa bijinesu

B. Pair Work—Ask and answer questions using the given cues.

Example 1: ;f";;'l;i‘k/?; '5731:!1,

Mearii san amerikajin

H B " Ve s n ! 5
QI ATY—=2R12 TXNVALATTH,
Mearii san wa amerikajin desu ka.
AL RE, €)I0T,

Fe, so0 desu,



Example 2: A7) —3%A/ 3 AA®w

=3

10.

i

12.

Mearii san sannensee

Q: 27V =24l SARABNTT D,

Mearii san wa sannensee desu ka.

A S, RAEWTT,

lie, ninensee desu.

CRTURASTYTFEGHL D 5N

Mearii san Arizona daigaku no gakusee

ATV A/ wbRAEWD

Mearii san ichinensee

T LIASIRIBALA

Takeshi san nihonjin

CEBLEA 1AW D ¥ EwWw

Takeshi san Nihon daigaku no gakusee

B LIA/L) 3 3IN

Takeshi san juukyuusai

L R=ZASZY =T LA

Suu san sueedenjin

¢ }2.-;-1‘,4,0) 2ALATFTOE N (economics)

Suu san no senmon keezai

O RLD RABALSETRR

Robaato san no senmon bijinesu
osN— b XA/ LAy
Robaato san yonensee
= FXA/IZU B G o X0
Robaato san nijuuissai
L3 LELAEWIZIZALA
Yamashita sensee nihonjin
LI LERAEVW NTAEWD (D BAEW
Yamashita sensee Hawai daigaku no sensee

WHESTAEFE PLLPVATT

A. Look at the chart below and describe each person with regard to (a) and (b). @

1. B»H3A 2. BIcW3A 3. wEH

okaasan oniisan imooto

(a) occupation/school
Example: B X9 XA — AT)—324AD B2 2AZ VLo WwATT,

otoosan Mearii san no otoosan wa

kaishain desu.

[ 7N

1R -

s

5 )
__/}
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(b) age

Example:

BEIZR —

oloosan

Mary's host family

ATV —3XA0 B2 XA LAU®D I doXuwtt,

yonjuuhassai desu.

Mearii san no

otoosan wa

B 2A ErHEA BIZWXA Wwia
otoosan okaasan oniisan imooto

(father) (mother) (elder brother) (vounger sister)
Pl WA Lws. Evodi{vAgny | 29 298w

Occupation/ kaishain shufu daigakuinsee kookoosee

School (works for (housewife) (graduate (high school
a company) student) student)
Age 48 45 23 16

B. Answer the questions using the chart above.

1. B2 XA WL eWATT D,
Otoosan wa kaishain desu ka.

2. B2 XAIR BAZIWTTH,
Otoosan wa nansai desu ka.

3. BrbXAll BAXWTTH,
QOkaasan wa sensee desu ka.

4. B2y XAIX LTAZIWTTH,
QOkaasan wa nansai desu ka.

5. BlzwX AR VL eWATTH,
Oniisan wa kaishain desu ka.

6. BIZWXAIZ BASWTTA,
Oniisan wa nansai desu ka.

7. Wi 2 v EnWTTh,
Imooto wa daigakusee desu ka.

8. Wi HZIX BAXWTTH,

Imooto wa nansai desu ka.
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wFEEHD NALYS (Review Exercises)

A. Class Activity—Ask five classmates questions and fill in the chart below.

Example questions:

- B4 F 2137 (What is vour name?)
Onamae wa?

X THh e 2F LS. (Where do you come from?)

Doko kara kimashita ka.

« L 2% (occupation) (2 ZA T7 4.

Shigoto wa nan desu ka.

c BARABWTT D,

Nannensee desu ka.

" J:J:/v ?51"{";_75‘3

Nansai desu ka.

cHALAIIR BATTH,

Senmon wa nan desu ka.

. = " Occupation/ 4
Name Nationality P Age Major, etc.
School

B. Self-introduction—Introduce yourself to the class.

Example: '3 N
BLHE LT, A7) =+ n—=FTT,
;laiimsm?_shite. Mearii Haato desu.
TNTHEWYELD HPL{BVWTT, Wi
Arizona daigaku no gakusee desu. Ima
RAEWTT, TALAR I2IBATTY,
ninensee desu. Senmon wa nihongo desu.
Un I 3p)3WwlT, EI3& LHL S,

Juukyuusai desu. Doozo  voroshiku.
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C. Class Activity—Ask your classmates what their majors are, and find someone
who has the following major.

Example: Q : A LA LATTH.

Senmon wa nan desu ka.

AlEBAITT.

Nihongo desu.

name

1. Japanese

2. economics

3. English

4. history

on

. business
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Uhh - <L

i . —
Time /| Age —
Time
hours minutes
| Wi I WwoadtA 11 Ui vwaoithd
ichiji ippun juuippun
2 ;:l: 2 :v).‘/h 12 L"VD'} ‘:-r;‘Af
niji nifun juunifun
3 2L 3 TAIA 13 Und 3A3A
sanji sanpun juusanpun
4 U b XASA 14 Unw i XAIA
YOji vonpun juuyonpun
8§ & 5§ J3.A 15 Uw3 I3
goji ~ gofun juugofun
6 AL 6 BoiA 16 UwI 52454
rokuji roppun juuroppun
7 LbUl |7 aEdi 17 Uwd hhdi
| shichiji nanafun juunanafun
8 isl |‘8 doBA/13B3A 18 LwiliadiA/
hachiji happun hachifun juuhappun
¥ XL ‘ 7 2w aA UnIldbiA
kuji kyuufun juuhachifun
0 Uw3i Ll 110 Lw=3tA 19 Uwi EwddA |
juuiji ' juppun juukyuufun
I Uwinwsl 20 I2Uwodth
juuichiji nijuppun
12 Un» 2l ‘ 30 TAUw-4A
juuniji sanjuppun

Age

BAZWTT», / BW{2TTd,

Nansai desu ka.

=~ w N

Wi X\
issai
123w
nisai
TAZIWN
sansai
LA XV

yonsai

5
6
7
3

Oikutsu desu ka.

(How old are you?)

The counter suffix ~ =\ is used to indicate “-vears old.”

it
gosai
53w
rokusai
LRI
nanasai

(X 3w
hassai

9
10
I
20

Epj)In
kyuusai
Capo3wn
jussai

U vrvo X3
juuissai

35"

hatachi

*For 20 years old, 1272 % (atachi) is usually used, although 1= U w = =\ (nijussai) can be used.

\
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